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DISTRICT OF PEJsTJ^SYLVAm^, to wit: 

BE IT KEMEMBERED, that on the seven- 
teenth day of September, in the thirty-sixtk year 
^ of the independence of the United States of Axne- 
f rica» A. D. 1811, Benjamin and Thomas Kite, of the 
said district, have deposited in this office the ti- 
tle of a book, the right whereof they cltum as pro- 
prietors, in the words following, to wit : " The Picture of Phi- 
ladelphia, giving an account of its origin, increase and improve- 
ments in arts, sciences, manufactures, commerce and revenue. 
"With a compendious view of its societies, literary, benevolent, 
patriotic, and religious. Its police — ^the public building^ — ^the 
pri^n and penetentiary system — institutions, monied and civil — 
museum. By James Mease, M.D." 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, 
intituled, "An Act for the encouragement of learning, by secu- 
ring the copies of maps, charts and books, to the authors and 
proprietors of such copies during the times therein mentioned." 
And also to the Act, entitled, ** An Act supplementary to an 
Act, entitled " A-n Act for the encouragement of learning, by 
securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors 
and proprietors of such copies during the times therein mention- 
ed," and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, 
engraving, and etching historical and other prints." 

' D.CALDWELL, 
Ckri of the I>htrict of Pennsyhania, 
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PREFACE. 



IN composing a work like the present, the au- 
thor is of opinion that the chief object ought to be 
the multiplication of facts, and that the reflections 
arising out of them, should be left to the reader. 
He has, therefore, avoided making any remarks upon 
subjects treated of, except in a few instancfes where 
they were in a measure drawn from him by the oc- 
casion, and where it was thought they would elu- 
cidate what had preceded. Aware of the inaccuracy 
of tradition, he has cautiously admitted some nar- 
rations of occurrences among the early settlers, 
and has intentionally omitted others which, after a 
minute investigation, he found could not be sup- 
ported. He is conscious, however, that he might 
have rendered his detail of " old times" more in- 
teresting, if he had been favoured with the docu- 
ments which, he supposes, must remain in the fa- 
milies of the original settlers, and which he flatter- 
ed himself would have been offered, when it was 
known that an attempt was about to be made to 
trace the progress of the city from its settlement 
to the present time. 

Upon some subjects he has forbom to speak, be- 
cause he found that in considering them, he could 
not be moderate. He will only mention one ; the 
public squares : — the prostitution of which, in the 
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thickly settled parts of the city, and the neglect to 
enclose and plant die rest, in order to prepare for the 
comfort and health of a population, rapidly in- 
creasing, loudly call for reprehension.— •European 
nations will hear with astonishment, that out of the 
five squares, expressly set apart, by the benevolent 
founder of die city, for the purpose of public walks, 
and the salutary recreation of future generations, not 
one has been exclusively appropriated to its des- 
tined object!— tiiat parts of some of them have 
been applied to the most injurious uses ; and that 
even an open space near the Delaware, in the south* 
em part of the city, also left for general benefit, has 
been rented for a board yard ! ! 

The example set by the city of New York is 
praise-worthy in the highest degree, and deserving 
of imitation by a city which boasts, (and with much 
propriety), of many excellent establishments, tend- 
ing to promote and preserve health and general 
comfort. 
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iNTBODUCTORY fflSTORY. 

WE are indebted for the discovery of the river 
Delaware, to the commercial spirit which was roused 
in England by Sir Walter Raleigh, in the year 1584. 
Some of the expeditions of that enterprising, but 
unfortunate man, were attended with singular cala- 
mity ; but the hopes of better fortune, induced others 
to persevere in exploring the same quarter of the 
globe ; and in consequence of the success that at- 
tended th^ voyages oFsome private adventurers from 
En^and to the northern parts of the present United 
States, application was made to King James the first, 
by several merchants to incorporate them for the 
purpose of trading to Virginia, by which name the 
country in genergj was known. Two companies were 
accordingly formed ; one designated by the name 
of the ^r^^Cb/ony, with liberty to begin their first 
settlements at any place between the 34th and 41st 
degrees of North latitude. A second Colony had 
permission to settle between 38** and 45® of North 
^ti^tcide:— This company taking the name of the 

^ . A 
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2 INTRODUCTORY HISTORY. 

South Virginia company, commenced their first voy- 
age in 1606, and discovered the Capes of Virginia, 
and proceeding up James river, planted themselves 
at James Town. 

Henry Hudson, with the design of finding a 
North West passage to the East Indies, left the 
Texel in 1609, but it does not appear from his 
journals, whether he was employed by the E. India 
Company, or by an individual. Having failed in the 
object of his voyage, he followed the tract of the 
Cabots ; coasted dong the shores of Newfound- 
land, and proceeding southwardly, anchored off the 
D elaware. 

In 1610, Thomas West, Lord Delawar, was ap- 
pointed Governor by the South Virginia company^ 
who falling in with the land about two degrees to the 
Northward of the Capes of Virginia, discovered 
a capacious Bay, and named it after himself. 

The Dutch government purchased the right of 
Hudson's discoveries, and incorporated a company 
in 1621, for trading to the country. The particu- 
lar progress they made cannot now be ascertained, 
neither is it of much consequence. We know cer- 
tainly, that they gave the name of New Nether- 
lands to all the country irom New York to the Dela- 
ware, and some distance south of it : and that in 1623 
they took possession of the Delaware, which they 
named Ziiydt river, in opposition to the Hudson, 
which was called North river. At that early peri- 
od, thfry built fort Nassau, at, or near Gloucester, 
on the Jersey shore, about three miles below the pre- 
sent City of Philadelphia. 

In 1627, the first colony of Swedes arrived, and 
landing at the interior cape of Delaware bay, named 
it Point Paradise. William Useling, a Dutchman who 
had previously visited the country, appears to have 
excited the Swedes, to emirate to the new world,. 
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saad a large company was formed of the first people 
in Sweden, under whose auspices the enterprizc was 
commenced.* 

In 1630, under the direction of Peterson deVries, 
the Dutch extended their settlements up the Dela* 
ware, on the Western side, as far as Bompt-Hook, 
the place now known by the name Bombay-Hook, 
which they called Swandale. The eastern cape of 
the bay they called Cape-May, after Cornelius Jacobs 
May, an early Dutch American navigator. The 
Bay was named Nieii Port May, and Godyns Bay^ 
from Samuel Godyn, an eminent merchant ot Amster- 
dam, who was greatly interested in the first setde- 
ment ot the New Netherlands, and is frequently men- 
tioned by P. de Vries in his account of the country. 

In 1631, the Swedes built a fort on Manquas 
creek, and called it after their queen, Christiana : 
here they made their first regular settlement, which 
has been continued to the present time, and by the 
same name. They finally fixed their head quarters 
at Fort Gottemburgh, on the Island of Tinnicum, 
about twelve miles below the present City of Phi- 
ladelphia.! 

A church of wood was erected at Tinnicum, and 
consecrated September 4, 1646. The Swedes at that 
time had several small settlements higher up the 
river, and a few forts, viz. at Korsholin on Passa- 
jtmg ; another on Manajung, TSchuylkill,) one at 
Chinsessing, (Kingsess.) On the Jersey side they 
built fort Elsinburgh, and settled various places be- 
tween that and Cape May. The countrj' generally^ 
was called New Sweden : the river New Swedeland 
stream ; and by these names they described the 



* Holm's description of New Sweden. Stockholm 1702. 
f Near the Lazaretto — The remains of the inhalntants are 
occasionally discovered there at this day.. 
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country in the works which they published respe^i^ 
it in Sweden. Governors were regularly appointed 
in Sweden. John Printz was their first Governor, 
and until 1654. 

The Dutch built a fort at Hoerkill, on the west 
side of the Capes, in 1630, but appear to have giv* 
en the preference to New York, as a place of resi- 
dence, owing to the greater facilities it afforded for 
the purposes of commerce. They however, omitted 
no opportunity to assert their right to Ae country 
on the South River, as appears by a letter of Gover- 
nor Kieft, from New Amsterdam, to P. Minuitts^ 
Governor of New Sweden, in 1638 : in which he 
asserts, " that the whole south river of Newf Neth- 
erlands, had been in the Dutch possession many- 
years, above and below, beset with forts, and sealed 
with their blood."* And in 1642, the colonists from 
Maryland, having settled on Schuylkill, Keift fitted 
Out two sloops to drive them away; a measure which 
the Swedes were either unwilling to undertake, or 
unable to accomplish. The mother countries, howe* 
ver, appear to have deemed it most prudent to permit 
the colonists to settle their own disputes ; for in the 
treaty of peace between the Swedes and Dutch, in 
1640, held at Stockholm, no notice was taken of 
American affairs. 

in 1651, .the Dutch erected a trading house on 
the spot where the town of New Castle is now sit- 
uated. Printz, the Swedish governor, on Tinnicum, 
contented himself with formally protesting against 
the incroachment : but not accompanying his paper 
by more weighty considerations, he was disregarded. 
Risingh, his successor in the 'government,, came be- 
fore the fortress, fired a salute, and landed thirty 
men, who were entertained by the commandant as 



* Smith's History of New York. 
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IKTRODUCTORYHISTOET. 5 

friends : but having discovered the weakness of the 
garrison, he seized upon it, and compelled some of 
the people to swear allegiance to his queen*. This 
conquest, however, was of short duration ; for in the 
year 1655, the Dutch West India Company deter- 
mining to recover their possessions, applied to the 
city of Amsterdam for assistance, and sent governor 
Stuyvezant with six or seven vessels, and seven hun- 
dred naen, to the Delaware, where he arrived on 
the ninth of September. Having anchored his fleet, 
and landed the troops, a demand was made of the 
fort. The commander Suen Scutz, was a soldier by 
profession, and had lost a leg in the Dutch service. 
But though probably not deficient in courage, nor in- 
disposed to defend his post, yet perceiving his for- 
ces so inferior to that of his enemy, as to render re- 
sistance of no avail, he prefered an honourable cap- 
itulation to the useless waste of human life. He 
therefore surrendered on the 16th September. Four 
fourteen pound cannon, five swivells, and some small 
arms, composed the list of offensive weapons found 
in the fort. Risingh commanded at Christiana, which 
also surrendered on the 25th of the same month. 
Finally, fort Gottemburgh, on Tinnicum, was deliv- 
ered up, and razed : all the houses outside of the 
fort destroyed ; and to prevent further attempts on 
the part of the Swedes, to regain possession, the offi- 
cers and principal persons were shipped to New 
Amsterdam, and thence to Europe. Thus the Dutch 
became masters of all the country on the west side 
of the Delaware, which was for a time governed 
by the deputies of the Company's Director General 
at New Amsterdam, from whom the titles of many 
tracts of land may be traced to this day. 

In 1664 Charles the Second of England gave a 
large tract of land including all the country known 



* Holm's description of New Sweden. 
A 2 
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6 iNTBOnuCTORY mSTOET. 

by the name of New Netherlands to his brodiep 
James, Duke of York, under whose direction an ex- 
pedition consisting of four ships and 300 men, cob&- 
manded by Colonel Nicholls, was sent against the 
colony. After receiving possession of the fort at New 
Amsterdam, from Stuj^ezant, he dispatched Sir 
Robert Carr with the ships to the Delaware, who ex- 
perienced no opposition from the settlers, and on 
the first of October took possession of Ncw-Ams- 
tel (now New Castle) after articles of capitulation^ 
of the most liberal nature had been signed; NichoUs 
was appointed governor, and acted as such vmtilthe^ 
year 1688, when he was succeeded by Carr. In 1672 
war having taken place between England and the 
Dutch, the latlilr sent a few ships against New- York. 
The c ^fli iander Manning, through treachery sur- 
re|&dei€Mlie fort without resistance: the people oa 
Delaware again changed masters, and sent deputies 
to New Amsterdam declaring their submission, but 
in the space of a few months in consequence of a trea- 
ty of peace between England and the States Gene- 
ral, they were again restored to the British, and 
Captains Cantwell and Tom deputed by the govern- 
ment of New- York, to take possession of the coun- 
try on the Delaware. A well known creek in Dela- 
ware, bears the name of the first, and a river in New- 
Jersey perpetuates that of the last. 

Peace was thus restored to the harassed emigrants, 
who continued to extend their settlements up the 
river, and to cultivate the friendship of the natives. 

The father of William Penn was an admiral in the 
service of England, and was second in command under 
James Duke of York in 1665, in the engagement 
with, and victory over the Dutch fleet commanded 
by Van Opdam. He had also served in several dis- 
tinguished offices at home, and had lent a cc^iside- 
rable sum of money to the crown. At the time of his 
death, there were also arrearages to a large amount 
due to him, for pay. William Penn himself had in 
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cCHaamon with the religious pej^puasion of which he 
was a member, suffered cqnsiderible persecution; and 
perceiving 2m opportunity ofobtaltting some remune- 
ration for his father's debts, and an assylum for him- 
self and oppressed friends by a grant of part of Ae 
New World, petitioned King Charles the Second in 
June 1680 for a tract of land lying North of the 
patent previously granted to Lord Baltimore, boun- 
ded by the Delaware on the East* This request was 
accordingly granted, and letters patent for the desi- 
red tract passed the great Seal on the fourth of Marck 
1681. ^ 

The considerations stafe3, were *' the commenda-^ 
ble desire of William Penn, to enl|MK the British 
Empire, and promote useful commod^R ;^ reduce t- 
the savage natives by just and gefttle ^^^■ttF^^t^ 
the love of civil society and christian re^^^'*4St 
gether with " a regard to the memory and mems of 
his late father.'^ 

A brief account of the country was immediately 
published, and lands offered for sale on the low terms 
of forty shillings per hundred acres, and one shilling 
per annum for ever. Adventurers numerous, and 
many of them wealthy and respectable, soon offered^ 
with whom, articles of agreement were entered in- 
to and published under the title of " conditions or 
concessions" chiefly respecting rules of settlement, 
a just and friendly conduct towards the natives, with 
some injunctions as to the preservation of internal or- 
der, and keeping the peace, agreeably to the customs, 
usages and laws of England. 

In May 1681 Penn detached Markham, his rela- 
tion with a small emigration in order to take posses- 
sion of the countrj'- and to prepare it for a mor^e nu- 
merous Colony.* 

In April 1682 was published "the first frame of 
government of the province, consisting of twenty- 

II I II i ■ I I I II ■■ m i »^iwwii»1Wii».» 

* Chalmor'd ani^al8» p. 640- 
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♦ 

four articles. A bod% of laws was also agreed upon 
in Englan^l with tHI advejiturers, and published in 
the succeeding month. They were partly of a po* 
litical, partly of a moral, and partly of an economi- 
cal nature, and have been noticed by an acute histo- 
rian, as "doing honour to their wisdom as statesnaen, 
to, their morals as men, to their spirit as Colonists.'' 
" A plantation^ he adds, "reared on such^a seed 
plot, could not fail to grow with rapidity, to advance 
to maturity, to attract notice of the world.* 

' Three ships with a body of adventurers sailed 

• in 1681, tw<^of which arrived that year.. One, the 

JBristol Factor, brougnt to', off Chester Creek, and the 

river freeziofl^e same night, they went on shore, 

^ ^^ - regi^^Bnere all winter.f The John and Sarah 
t^n/^^^atth^ previously arrived. The other ship 

, rfRW^WIRn blown off to one of the West India 
Islaros, arrived in the following year. 

The commissioners appear to have been on board 
the latter ship, for their arrival is mentioned as hav- 
ing taken place in June 1682. William Penn him- 
self having been detained by a variety of concerns, 
did not embark until the month of August following. 
Previously to which he . procured of the Duke of 
York, a release of his claim upon the province which 
he or his successors might have in consequence of 
the deed to him for the same by King Charles. In 
the same year he obtained from the Duke a grant for 
the land now the State of Delaware, and in the 
month and year just mentioned, embarked in the ship 
Welcome, Robert Greenway, master, with upwards 
of one hundred passengers, for the New World. 
In six weeks they saw the wished for coast, and on 
the 24th of October 1682, he landed at New-Castle 
in Delaware. 



• ChiJmer's annals, p. 645^ f Proud 1. p. 193. 
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Whatever impressions the inhabitants may have 
received of their future governor from his friends 
who had preceded him, his conduct on his arrival 
was sufficient to ensure their attachment. His fleet 
though numerous, was unaccompanied by a single 
ship of war; their fears therefore, if any existed res- 
pecting a hostile assertion of his right must have 
subsided at once. The day subsequent to his arrival 
he summoned the inhabitants, and formally received 
the country of them ; a promise of perpetuating their 
spiritual and temporal rights was made, and the com- 
missions of all the magistrates renewed* 

It was a happy circumstance that out of twenty 
three ships which composed the fleet of emigrants, 
not one was lost* Penn had the satisfaction as he 
proceeded to find every disposition on the part of the 
original setders, Dutch and Swedes to welcome his 
arrival, and to submit to his authority. The Swedes 
in particular, who w:ere by far the most numerous, 
vx>lunteered their services in unloading the vessels, * 
said in furnishing the passengers with accommoda- 
tions, until they could provide for themselves : and 
as a body, deputed Lacy Cock, one of their promi- 
nent characters, to Chester, to inform him, that " they 
would love, serve and obey him ;'* and no doubt hap- 
py that the conflicting pretensions to the soil would 
probably now cease, diey added " that it was the best 
day they had ever seen.^^\ 

On the fourth of December 1682 he called an as- 
sembly at Upland, (now Chester,) and passed all the 
laws that had been previously agreed upon in England, 
with some others. The important consideration, the 
great incentive to emigration, claimed of course prima- 
ry attention. The law concerning liberty of con- 
science, was therefore placed at the head of the list. 

^ 1 ■ I N ■ .1111. t ill 

♦ Swedish records* f P«>ud 1. p. 306. 
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10 INTRODUCTORY HIStAHT. 

This measure was very natural : the proprietaiy ^ftd 
his friends having suffered greatly on account of the 
difference of their religion, and mode of worship, 
from that of the established church in England, it 
was to be ejected that provision should be made 
for the free exercise of forms of worship peculiar 
to all those who adventured their fortunes under 
his patronage. Some policy was also evinced in placing^ 
a law respecting a measure so dear to the colonists," 
at the head of those by which they were to be gov- 
erned, for n^ankind in all ages have evinced a great- 
er attachment to the enjoyment of their religion, 
than the preservation of their property. 

The title by which William Penn took possessipH 
of his territory was such as is deemed valid by all na- 
tions--a grant from his King, whose own title was deri- 
ved from the discovery of the country by his subjects, ' 
and by subsequent conquest from those who disputed 
his claim thereto ; but Penn thought it necessary to 
obtain an additional right from the aborigines of the 
soil by fair and open purchase, and thus says an elo- 
quent writer* "signalized his arrival by an act of equi- 
ty which made his person and principles equally beloy-» 
ed." This measure was so conformable to the pacific 
character and principles of Penn himself, that though 
certainly advised by the Bishop of London,! we 
cannot but believe would have been adopted oiF his 
own accord. A treaty was therefore held with the 
natii^s, and the foundation of a friendship estab- 
lished between them, according to which says Penn 
they agreed to "live in love as long as the sun gave 
light."— —It is not possible to find words more ex- 
pressive than those adopted by the Indian orator 
on this occasion, and it was a proof of the sincerity 
with which they were used, that no dispositioA ap- 



• Raynal's E. & \V. Indies, B. 18di. t Peon's letter. Proud 
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peared on either side to interrupt their harmony du- 
ring the life time of any of the parties* The im- 
pression made upon the minds of the Indians was 
certainly strong respecting the justness and good 
will of Penn towards them, from their frequent men- 
tion of him in treaties held at various times for near 
a century after his death.* The particular spot at 
which the first treaty was held, by tradition is said 
to Have been under the venerable elm that lately 
«tood on the Delaware shore at Kensington, but of 
tfiis there is no record. The treaty however has 
been immortalized by the pencil of our celebrated 
countryman West; whose grandfather having been 
one of the first settlers, and a prominent character, 
was no doubt present at its ratification. 

Upon a survey of the land on the river, the pre- 
sent site of the City was perceived to be the most 
suitable place for the intended town. The approach 
. of the two rivers, the short distance above the mouth 
of the Schuylkill ; the depth of the Delaware ; the 
land heavily timbered; the existence of a stratum 
of brick clay on the spot ; immense quarries of build- 
ing stone in the vicinity, all conspired to determine 
Penn in his choice of the spot, but the land was al- 
ready in possession of the Swedes, and justice requi- 
red that their wishes should be consulted respecting 
its occupancy. An exchange of the desired site was 
therefore proposed for land in the vicinity, and hav- 



• Of this there are many records in treaties preserved. (See 
Prouds history vol. 1. p 214.) On one occasion they said "they 
should never forget the council that William Penn gave thero> 
and that though they could not write, as the English did, yet 
they could keep in the memoir, what was said in their councils." 
Brother Onas was the tiUe by which they distinguished Penn, 
and after his deaU), the State.— !o Indian, Onas signifies a Feit^ 
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ing b^en accepted, the City was laid <Kit, It has 
been transmitted to us, that eitfier under an appre- 
hension of the unwillingness of the proprietors to part 
with Aeir land, or from their actual refusal, the com- 
missioners previously to the arrival of Penn, had re- 
solved to establish me town about twelve miles up 
the Delaware. 

Civilized nations have ever been anxious to be 
tnade acquainted with their origin, ahd to recoM 
their progress from the stages of rude society to 
comfort, riches, refinement. The history of the foun- 
ders of Philadelphia is short ; and yet when duly 
weighed is not without interest : for the hand of a 
particular Providence was more than once interposed 
m their behalf, a favour which the pious and grate- 
ful Quakers did not fail to acknowledge and record.* 

The fleet that accompanied Penn, after landing 
their goods at the inlet, now known by the name of 
the dock, then ** a sandy beach^'^ were laid up for the 
winter in the creek now occupied by Dock street; the 
first attention of the passengers would of course be 
directed to the means of procuring a shelter from 
the elements. The attention of the aborigines was 
great, and the Swedes lent them every assistance, 
which their necessities required, or they themselves 
could afford. Their privations must nevertheless have 
been great. They had left comfortable homes, regu- 
lar establishments, and were now obliged to content 
themselves with bark huts, which the experience of 
the natives taught them to fashion ; or with caves, 
which they dug out of the high bank that overlooked 



* Townsend's testimony, troud 1. p. 228. 
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the river Delaware, in which many of them passed 
the first winter. * 

They found a "sky as clear in winter, as in sum- 
mer,not foul thick or black,'' and the " air, though cold 
and piercing, yet did not require more clothes than in 
England," a circumstance easily explained by the 
fact, that it was ** dry." The grateful nourishing 
grain Mayz, or Indian com, was found native, and 
wild animals abounded,! and such was their tame- 
ness, that they became an easy prey. The river fur- 
nished varieties of fish, the land was fertile, and as 
the habits of the settlers induced tfiem to omit no 
opportunity of providing against the future, famine, 
which had desolated some of the odier American 
colonies, never visited Pennsylvania. "^ 

Dean Prideaux sa}'^:j: that Penn had the celebrated 
city of Babylon in view as a model for his American 
town, and from the draft given by the learned divine, 
the idea as far* as regularity was concerned, appears 
to have been well founded. It would seem also that 
Penn wished, or thought it practicable to emulate the 
. size at least of the Chaldean capital, for he gave or- 
ders to his commissioners to lay out a town in the 
proportion of two hundred acres for every ten thou- 
sand sold, in which the purchasers of five hundred 
lacres were to have ten. The whole amount sold, 
having been nearly four hundred thousand acres, the 
city would have covered an area of eight thousand 



* In one of these caves the firet Pennsylvanian, John Key was 
bom, who lived to see a regular city built where a wilderness 
liad stood.— —He died 1767, aged 85. 

f Penn's letter to the society of " Free Traders." A deer 
eost two shillings, a large turkey one shilling; corn was two and 
sixpence per bushel — Townsend's testimony in Proud*s history, 
vol. l.p.229. 

$ ffistory of the. connexion of the old and new Testament, vol. 1. 
B 
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acres. It was soon perceived that a tow» in which 
some of the purchasers were entitled to 400 acres 
each, some to 200 acres, more to 100 and other large 
proportions, would never answer tfie end of a city 
in a new country, where from the numerous wants 
necessarily incident to first settlers in a wilderness, 
and especially of protection, trade, and society, a diick 
settled neighbourhood was of the first consequence. 
Instead therefore of a town of twelve and a halt square 
miles, which the original plan had it been executed, 
would have occupied, one of less than two square 
miles, or about twelve hundred acres was laid out. 
According to this plan, a draught of which was 
made by the surveyor general, Thomas Holme, and 
is still extant, the city extended two squares over the 
Schuylkill; this plan was transmitted by the pro- 
prietary to London, and there prefixed to a long 
printed letter addressed to a large company of ori- 
ginal purchasers under the title of ** the society of 
free traders," in which a general description of the 
country, its production, and of the natives is given. 
But this plan was again contracted, and by charter 
of 1701, the city was declared to be bounded by the 
two rivers Delaware and Schuylkill ; and Vine and 
Cedar streets, as North and South boundaries. 

The first house erected in Philadelphia was d 
wooden one, on the East side of Front street, a little 
North of the place now called " the Dock ;" and is 
said not to have been finished when Wm. Penn first 
arrived. The owner, George Guest, kept a public 
house there, for many years ; his sign was a blue 
anchor; this house in early times was a distin- 
guished place of resort from its vicinity to one of 
Sie two landings, with which the town was accommo- 
dated. The back part of the house now occupied by 
J. K^en, currier, in Chesnut,^ opposite Carpenter^s 
court, was among the first (if not the first) brick 
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buildings in the city ; it was built by David 
Brientnall* William Penn's country house was on 
the Delaware, at Pennsbury manor above Bristol, 
the frame of which had been sent out from England 
in the first fleet, but the building was not completed 
when he arrived. Here he had a large hall of audi- 
ence for the reception of the sovereigns of the soil, 
with whoih nineteen treaties were held by him. His 
oaken arm chair is preserved in the Pennsylvania hos- 
pital. 

Topographical Description. 

Philadelphia lies on a plain nearly level, and on the 
Western bank of the river Delaware, in 39 degrees 57 ^ 
minutes of North latitude, and 75 degrees 8 min- 
utes of longitude, West of London. It is about 
120 miles distant from the ocean, by the course of 
the river, and 60 in a direct line : its elevation above 
low w^er mark ranges from two to forty-six feet^ 
the highest part being between Seventh and Eighth 
streets, from Schuylkill. 

It derived its name from a city in Asia Minor, 
celebrated in sacred history, for its having been the 

seat of an early christian church.* The Indian 

name of the place wliere the city now stands, was 
Co-a-que-na-que. 

The immediate substratum of Philadelphia is 
clay of various hues and degrees of tenacity, mix- 
ed with more or less sand, or sand and gravel. 



* The city is about twenty-four miles East of Sardis, and 
seventy-two from Smyrna, and was the last city in those quar- 
ters that submitted to Uie;Turks, after a terrible siege of six years. 

It was to this church that St. John was directed to write a 
consolatory and directive epistle. Rev. iii. — 7. 13. The name is 
composed of two Greek words Pbilot^ a friend, and Melfhos, a 
brother. 
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Underneath, at various depths, from twenty to nearly 
forty feet, and also on the opposite shore of New- 
Jersey, are found a variety of vegetable remains, 
which evidently appear to have been left there in 
relnote periods of time by the retiring waters : hickory 
nuts were found a few years since iii digging a well, 
upwards of thirty feet beneath the surface, and the 
trunk of a Sycamore (buttonwood) tree was discovered 
in Seventh near Mulberry street, near forty feet below, 
imbedded in black mud, abounding with leaves and 
acorns. About 60 feet distance from that place, and 
nearly at the same depth, a bone was found ; the 
stratum above was a tough pottfer's clay. In vari- 
ous other parts of the city, and even at the distance of 
several miles in the country, similar discoveries have, 
been made. Shark's teeth are occasionally dug up many 
feet below the surface, near Mount Holly. All these 
facts seem to prove the truth of the opinion first de- 
livered by our countryman, Lewis Evans, that the 
site of Philadelphia formed part of the sea, whose 
coast was bounded by a reef of rocks*, some two, 
three, or six miles broad, rising generally a lit- 
tle higher than the adjoining land, and extending 
from New York, westwardly by the falls of Dela- 
ware, Schuylkill, Susquehannah, Gunpowder, Pa- 
tapsco, Potomack, Rappahannock, James River, and 
Roanoak, which was the ancient maritime boundary, 
and forms a regular curve. The clay and other soil 
which compose the borders of the rivers descending 
from the upland through this tract, are formed by 
the soil washed down with the floods, and mixed 
with the sand left by the sea. 



* They are formed of Gneiss, ^ficaceous Schistus and other 
primitive rocks. 
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A few streams of water originally crossed poart of 
Hie city plot ; but these in the course of improvement 
have entirely disappeared* 

The depths of the wells are various in different 
parts of the city. In the vicinity of the river, water 
IS found at the depth of ten or twelve feet. From the 
nimiber of causes serving to contaminate the springs 
in all cities^ the water may be reasonably supposed 
to be impure and of a disagreeable taste. In 1799 
Mr. Hunter, apothecary, evaporated 220 gallons of 
water from a pump in Second below Dock street, and 
found it tq contain the following ingredients, 
12 oz. Chalk. 17 oz. Magnesia. 

32 oz. Salt Petre. 24 oz. Common sea salt.. 

Various Plans of the City. 

The original plan was made by Thomas Holme, 
the first Surveyor General, in the year 1683, and 
sent to England, where it was published, and annex- 
ed to William Penn^s letter addressed to "the Soci- 
ety of Free Traders,*' who were the largest origi- 
nal purchasers of land. By this the city consisted of 
nine streets running East and West, including 
High street, near the centre of one hundred feet 
broad, and twenty streets (besides Broad street of one 
hundred' feet,) crossing me others at right angles. 
Front street on both rivers was sixty feet broad, all 
the rest were fifty feet. In the center was left a square 
of ten aci-es, at each angle of which, public buildings 
were to be erected, and in each quarter of the city, a 
square of eight acres" for "the like uses as the Moor- 
fields in London."^ How little this excellent pro- 



• Moorfields were the great gymnasium of London, the resort 
of wrestlers, runners, and foot-ball players, and every manly re- 
creation^-^Pennant's account of tondon, 

»2 
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vision has beea attended to, will be seen itk the 
sequel. 

In the year 1768 Nicholas Scull made a survey 
of the improved parts of the city, which then extend- 
ed no farther than Eighth street. It was published 
by the late Matthew Clarkson and Hannah Biddle, 
and is a useful document, as serving to shew the pre- 
cise state of improvement at that time* 

In the year 1796 John Hill published a large plan 
of the city. 

In the year 1794 Benjamin Davies published one, 
including theNorthem Liberties and Southwark, di»- 
tinguishing by shaded squares the parts then improv- 
ed. 

In 1808 Mr. Hill, above mentioned, published a 
map of a circle, ten miles round Philadelphia, inclu- 
ding New Jersey which gives a good idea of Ac 
country embraced by it. 

Mr. J. A. Paxton has recaitly published a very 
accurate map of the city and liberties, with a pam- 
phlet explanatory of the same, which cannot fail to be 
highly useful as a statistical document, and to stran- 
gers will be particularly valuable. 

In 1782, a law was passed for the regulation c^ 
the streets, of the natural water courses, and tlie 
•common sewers ; and city regulators* appointed to 
execute the duty thus enjoined. By them the north 
and south lines of the city w^re marked agreeably to 
law, and also the lines of all the streets, and plans 
fiwined of them, which are preserved in the city sur- 
vejwr's office. 



• J. Lukcns, David lUttenhouse, Thomas Nenllc, WHliain 
Moulder, and Jamea Pearson. 
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The river Delaware' is formed by the anion of 
tw^o streams that take their origin m the state (tf 
New York, and flowing south, receives the Lexawac- 
sein creek in Wayne county, one hundred and 
fourteen miles above Easton : the Lehigh at Eas- 
ton sixty miles above Philadelphia, and the Schuyl- 
kill as already stated, six miles below the city, besides 
many creeks on the Jersey and Pennsylvania sides* 
Opposite to the city it is thirteen hundred and six- 
ty two yards wide, and so far is navigable for ves- 
sels of any tonnage : vessels of lesser burthen go thirty 
miles higher to Trenton falls, at which place the tide 
ceases. Off the city it rises five or six feet in common 
times, but during long continued and violent north- 
east winds, it rises from seven to nine feet. On the 
contrary, during strong north-west winds, very low 
tides have been known, and rocks have been discover- 
ed with the naked eye near the upper ferry on the Jer- 
sey shore. These were seen in March 176^, Jmd again 
in March 1796. They were then seven or eight feet 
out of water^ and eighteen feet across, bearing the 
initials of many names. In February 1 810, they were 
two feet out. The Indian name of the Delaware was 
Foutaxat. 

The Schuylkill, the western boundary of the city, 
Tises in Luzerne county, one hundred and forty miles 
from its mouth. It is navigable from the falls above 
Philadelphia in boats, about ninety miles. From its 
mouth, six miles below Philadelphia, to the falls, 
loaded sloops go up, a distance about seven miles. 
On a range with Vine street, it measures 1264 feet; 
on a range with Cedar street, it measures 2040 feet. 

Most of our rivers, retain their Indian names ; but 
Schuylkill signifies in low Dutch, a "hidden river,'* or 
hiding river, an appellation derived in all probability 
from the circumstance of the secret settlements of 
the people of Maryland upon its shores, or from its 
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rumuiig into the interior, beyohd die researches of 
the settlers. Dr. Collin^ says that it was also called 
^^SkaerkiH," in the Swedish publications. Holme, in his 
mapf calls it Nittabaconck. Ma-nai-unk is another 
Indian n^me. 

General Description* 

Philadelphia now consists of the original nine 
streets running East and West from Delaware to 
Schuylkill, and thirteen crossing the others nearly at 
right angles : of the former. High street which is near 
the cent3re,isone hundred feet broad, and Mulberry :f 
aixty*six feet : all the rest are fifty feet. Those running 
Bordi and south are all fifty feet in breadth, except 
Broad street, which is one hundred and thirteen feet 
broad. Juniper street between Broad and Thirteenth 
street, which is twenty eight feet, and Front streets 
<m both rivers which are sixty feet broad. 

There are also four streets that run to Schuylkill, 
£rom different distances eastward, viz. Lombard 
from Front street, Locust from the south-east pub- 
lic sqiuu-e ; George from Sixth street ; Filbert trona 
Eighth street ; Cherry from third street ; all these 
afe about fifty feet wide except Cherry and George 
streets, which are about forty feet. There are thir- 
teen streets from Delaware to Broad street, and 
eight from the latter to Schuylkill. By the original 
plan as before noticed. Broad street was placed ex- 
acdy in the middle, eleven streets being each side 
of it. 



* Minister of the Swedish church. 
t Inserted in his account of New Sweden. 
+ This street has derived its name of ** Arch street** from the 
circumstance of an arch having heen built under Front street to 
eilect a passage to the river. This arch was removed in 1720 by 
the corp(^ration of the City. 
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The streets running east and west are named, with 
the exception of High street^ from the native trees. 
Beginning at the northern boundary ; they are Vine, 
Sassafras, Mulberry, (High), Chesnut, Walnut, 
Spruce, Pine, and Cedar streets. Union street be- 
tween Spruce and Pine, was not an original street, 
and runs only from Front to Fourth street. The 
streets running north and south, derive their names 
from their numeral order, counting from each river, as 
Front, Second, Third, &c. The streets were laid out 
N. 18 degrees E. In 1742 they were found to be 
15 degrees E. At present they are nine degrees.— 
The variation of the compass is two degrees west. 

Besides the foregoing, there are many other streets 
not in the original plot, that have been laid out either 
by the state government or individuals, some of which 
extend through from where they commence, to the 
Schuylkill, others only through one or more squares. 
Among these may be mentioned, that laid out by 
William Sansom, esq. situate between Chesnut and 
Walnut streets, and west of Seventh street. — It is 
sixty feet wide ; the houses are built agreeably to his 
plan, strictly uniform in height and external appear- 
ance. In Walnut also between seventh and eighth 
streets, and Second above Callowhill street, rows of 
houses have been built, or caused to be built by him, 
which have gready tended to ornament the city, and 
accommodate the inhabitants. 

Of the north and south streets, three have been 
formed, in the following way. Originally the distance 
from Eleventh to Broad street was five hundred and 
twenty eight feet, but by a new applotment. Broad 
street was placed farther westward,, and hence two 
new squares were formed, the easternmost of which 
is three hundred and ninety-six feet long, and the 
west five hundred and twenty-eight feet ; through 
the middle of the latter, Juniper street was laid 
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out by order of the executive council during the 
war. Twelfth and Thirteenth sUeets were added, of 
fifty feet each. Broad street was originally one hun- 
dred feet broad, but in regulating the several squares 
from Eighth street westward, thirteen feet of sur- 
plus ground were found, which were of course added 
to Broad street. 

Dock street is the only street in the city, not cross- 
ed by another at right angles. Beginning at the 
Bridge in Front sreet, it extends northward in a 
serpentine tract, through two squares, across Second 
and Walnut streets, and terminates at Third street ; 
another branch of it extends south westward, across 
Spruce street, and terminates at Second street ; the 
ground occupied by this street, and by an open space 
between it and Spruce street* below the bridge, was 
formerly a swamp and was pven by William Penn 
*• for the common use and service of die city, and 
all others, with liberty to dig"! docks, and make har- 
bours for ships and vessels, in all or ai^ part of 
the said swampf ". The creek it was supposed would 
prove a great convenience to the inhabitants, by the 
facility it would afford of transporting fuel to the 
interior ; and a wooden draw-bridge was erected near 
the mouth of the inlet, to admit craft up. The sides 
of the canal were also supported by stone walls ; but 
the snaall force of the current favouring the disposi- 
tion of the mud suspended in the water, occasioned 
a rapid accumulaticm of it, and at low water was high- 
ly offensive : it was therefore at an early period arched 
from Third to Walnut street. In 1784, the arch was 
continued to near Spruce street. It was however used 
as a canal in early times, and a respectable citizen now 
living, relates, that the late Israel Pemberton pointed 
out the place, where a sloop once lay that was 
consigned to him from Barbadoes, loaded with rum. 

* Now a board yard, f Charter of the city. 
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It was on the spot where now stands the buflding 
lately occupied by tiie United States bank.* By the 
arching of the dock, ^ handsome airy street, from 
ninety to one hunted feet wide, has been acquired. 
Water street, which is about thirty feet wide, 
nms from the North line of the city, and beyond 
it, to the bridge landing, formed no part of the 
original plan : it was left as a convenient communi- 
cation from the *' Pennypot landing'* at Vine street, 
to the " Blue Anchor,'' at the bridge ; the high bank 
along the Deilaware, preventing access to the West- 
ward at other places. In the year 1684, an address 
had been presented to the proprietary by those con- 
cerned in the front lots, claiming the privilege to build 
stores against the bank ; and to use them as their 
right : in answer to which Penn declared his intention 
to reserve ^' the top of the bank, as a common exchange 
or walk," but permitted " stores to be built," expressly 
providing that they should not be raised higher than 
tour feet above the bank. One of these stores built 
upon this plan, is to be seen at this day in front above 
Sassafras street. In 1690, during his residence in Eng- 
land, an appeal was made to the commissioners of pro- 
perty, on the subject, who yielding to the solicitations 
of the inhabitants, formally granted, in writing, liberty 
to build as high as they pleased, provided they left thir- 
ty feet of ground for a cart way under and along the 
said bank for ever ; when necessary, they were re- 
quired to wharf out, in order to preserve the proper 
breadth : those willing to have steps up into their 
houses, were required to leave convenient rootn to 
make the same upon their own ground ; and between 
two adjoining public streets, there was to be left 

• After the creek had been stopped out, Mr. Pemberton occu- 
pied the ^otmd as a garden, whkh ran parallel with Third 
street to his house, situated on the spot now occupied by the 
Fju-mers and Mechanics bank, and by the house east of it. 
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at least ten feet of ground for a public stairs, 
clear of all buildings over the same. The permis- 
sion was gladly accepted, and the whole bank has in 
consequence, been built upon ; and not a house as 
far as Pine street, has a sin^e foot of yard room« 

This deviation from the original plaii is much to be 
regretted, as had that been adhered to, a pleasing view 
of the Delaware from Front street would have been 
obtained, and thus have not only added greatly to 
the beauty of the city, but have admitted a refresh- 
ing body of air from the river, and prevented the ac- 
cumulation of filth, which, to the great injury of the 
inhabitants, has, and ever will be me consequence of 
the erection of dwellings in such confined situations. 

Southward of Pine street, there is an offset of 
about eighty feet eastward, and the street from thence 
to Cedar street, the southern boundary of the city, 
is forty-five feet wide, and called Penn street. 

The elevations of the streets and water courses 
are regulated by the mayor, recorder, and aldermen, 
with the assistance of city surveyors ; but the duty 
is in general entrusted to the latter, except on par- 
ticular occasions. 

In die beginning of the settlement it was expected, 
that the fronts on both rivers would be first improv- 
ed for the convenience of trade and navigation, and 
that the buildings would extend gradually in the rear 
of each untij they would meet and form one town, 
extending from East to West, but experience soon 
convinced the settlers that the Delaware front was 
alone sufficient for quays and landing places, and 
that the Schuylkill lay at too great a distance to form 
part oi the town on its banks ; the greater depth of 
water and the navigation of the Delaware were also 
reasons that soon operated with the settlers to cause 
a preference to be given to the eastern front ; whence 
it followed, that the town increased northward and 
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aoathwacd of the origioal plot, upcui the Delaware 
front, and now occupies a space nearly three miles in 
length, North and South, while the buildings in the 
middle, where they are most extended, reach little 
more than a mile from the Delaware. 

The wharves are built of square casements of logs, 
filled in with earth and stone. — ^The city is lighted by 
1132 lamps, inclosed in glass lanthems, fixed on the 
tops of posts placed on the edges of the foot-way.— 
The lamps under the market houses are lighted every 
evening at dusk, and continue burning until daylight. 
The other lamps are lighted only on those nights 
when the moon does not give sufficient light— 14,355 
gallons of lamp-oil were used last year. 

The improved parts of the city are paved with 
round stones, brought from the bed of the river at 
Trenton falls. The foot-ways are paved with brick, 
and raised on a level with the highest part of the 
street, and defended from the approach of carriages 
by ranges of curb stone. The expense of these are' 
borne by the owners of houses. The middle of the 
street i& a few inches higher than the part next the 
pavement, and as the descent is gradual, the water runs 
off" with facility, and passes off by the culverts, (the 
mouths of which open in various streets) to the river. 
The houses are from two to four stories high, and 
are built of brick, the superiority of which is well 
known throughout the United States. . 

In general, the houses are covered with cedar shin- 
gles^ but slate is rapidly conjing into us^, and will it 
ishoped^ be universally used. The style of architec- 
ture ha^ hitherto been very plain, and a degree of 
uniformity has prevailed, which to intelligent stran- 
gers has always appeared a striking delect. The flights 
of steps and the cellar doors protruding into the 
pavement, and dimipishing its breadth, are striking. 
errots.— The internal construction of dwellings sel- 
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dom permit the use of a stove in the entries, although 
obviously required by the nature of our climate, and 
essential to the comfort, nay health of delicate con- 
stitutions. 

Qf late however, an evident improvement has ta^ 
ken place, and there can be no doubt, that if a good 
example were set, an entire revolution would take 
place* The front walls of the houses are fourteen 
inches thick, said the internal walls nine inches* 

The edges of the pavements are planted in many- 
streets with Lombardy Poplars, for the introduc- 
tion of which we are indebted to William Hamilton 
£sq* who brought them from England about the year 
1784* They serve not only gready to ornament the 
city, but to promote public health by the circulati(»i 
of air they produce, and the shade they afford during 
summer ; — enough to overbalance the trifling incon- 
venience arising from the tendency ol the roots to 
force up the pavement, and which has been offered 
as an argument against their propagation in the 
city. 

The number of squares originally was 184, but at 
present they amount to 252, — ^Their dimexisions are 
as follows, 
From Delaware Front street to 

Second street . . 396 Feet 

Second to Third . . 500 

Third to Fourth * . 37$ 

Fourth to Fifth . . 401 

Fifth to Sixth • . . 398 

Sixth to Thirteenth, each square is 396 
Thirteenth to Juniper • 250 

Juniper to Broad • . 250 

Broad to Third, each • 396 

Third to Second . . 495 

Second to Front . ♦ • 396 
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The above equares are co-extensive with the city 
North and South. 

From Front to Ashton street 273 feet, at 

all places, except North of Sassafras and Vine, 
where the width of said square is only 264 feet 
Ashton ta Beech • . 240 

Beech to Willow . . . 267 
Beech is open to Locust, and Willow to Pine street. 
The dimensions of the squares from North to 
South, according to Mr. Howell, city surveyor, are 
From Vine to Sassafras . . 632* feet 

Sassafras to Cherry . . 288 

Cherry to Mulberry • 288 

Mulberry to Filbert • . 50r 

Filbert to High . .306 

High to Chesnut . . • 484 
Chesnut to George . • 235 

George to Walnut . . 235 

Walnut to Locust . . . 370 
Locust to Spruce • • 400 

Spruce to Pme • . • 473 

Pine to Lombard . . . 282 
Lombard to Cedar • • 322 

From High to Vine street, the measurement was 
^en along the streets respectively in all parallels. — 
From High street Southward, the measurement was 
taken along Broad street, and applies Eastward and 
Westward.^ — ^Thus the distance from the Northern 
to the Southern boimdary of the city proper is 4,322 
feet, and fix)m Delaware to Schuylkill, along High 
street, is 4,893 feet. 

Shordy after the incorporation of the city, a law 
was passed for numbering the houses, and marking 
the streets, lanes, and alleys at every intersection 
with each other,— a measure which together with the 
regularity ^f the streets, ^eatly facilitates the stran- 
ger in his search for a citizen. The numbers in thg 
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streete lyisg East and West, begin with No. 1, on 
the North ; and No* 2, on the South sides at the 
river Delaware, or other Eastern commencement of 
the street, and proceed westward ; all the houses 
marked with odd numbers, are on the North side of 
the way, and all those ^narked with even numbers, 
on the South. «, 

The numbers in the streets lying North and South, 
begin at the comers of High street, with No. 1, on 
the East, and No. 2. on the West side. High street 
is considered as the middle line of division, and the 
parts of these lying North of it, has the addition of 
North to their names, and those lying South, the addi- 
tion of South ; the numbers proceed North and South 
from High street, having all the odd numbers on the 
East, and a^ the even numbers on the West side. 
A board is fixed up at every intersection, on which 
the names of the streets, crossing one another, are 
painted. 

Previously to 1800, the city was divided into 
wards in a very irregular manner, but in that year 
the following judicious arrangement was made. 

Tlie city was divided into fourteen wards, seven 
of which commence at the river Delaware and end 
at Fourth street, and seven begin at Fourth street and 
continue to^the river Schuylkill or western boundary 
of the city. The regular plan of the streets into North 
and South, East and West, favours this division, 
which wiU be readily understood by the following 
plan. 
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NORTH. 



Vint 



Street. 



North Mulberry ward. 



Upper Delaware ward. 



Race 



or 



Sassafras Street* 



South Mulberry ward. 



Lower Delaware ward. 



Arch 



or 



Mulberry Street. 



North ward* 



Market 



or 



Middle ward. 



Chesnut 



High Street ward. 



High Street. 



Chesnut ward. 



Street. 



South ward. 



Walnut ward. 



Walnut 



Street. 



Locust ward. 



Dock ward. 



Spruce 



Street. 



Cedar ward. 



New Market ward. 



South 



or 



Cedar Street. 



SOUTH. 

C 2 
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When William Penn first came to this coiiiitty^ 
he found it possessed by about three thousand Euro- 
peans, Swedes, Dutch, and English, who were scat- 
tered from New-Casde to the falls of Delaiware. Two 
thousand of his countrynaen accompanied him from 
England^ and in two years after, when he embcui^ed 
to return, he left eighty houses and cottages in the 
capital* Population flowed in rapidly from a variety 
of causes. The religious bigotry of the English gov- 
ernment had rendered a large body of industrious 
people much dissatisfied ; the character of Penn 
stood high with his sect, and he was known to be a 
favourite at court. The patent for the tract of land, had 
been drawn by an able statesman, under an express in-^ 
junction that it should " give sufiicient encouragement 
to setders :'^ it was particularly dictated, so as to 
avoid those disputes that had occurred in the cas^ 
of the colony of Massachusetts, and afforded security 
from the interference by an arbitrary court which was 
of no small importance* But the liberal principles 
adopted by JPenn in the " conditions with the setders,'* 
contributed perhaps more than any otherxausetothe 
increase of population. Property was secured to the 
labouring class, by the allotment of " fifty acres to 
a servant at the end of his time.'^ To men deprived of* 
all hopes of power or ofiice by the existence of privi- 
leged orders, it was a strong inducement to emigrate, 
that " all inhabitants paying scot and lot to the go- 
vernment shall be eligible as a representative of 3ie 
Eeople ;^' a provision embracing a greater number 
y the addition of another article, that " no person 
shall enjoy more than one public office at a time*" 
Confidence was given to those disposed to supply 
the wants of the colonists, by compelling " factors, 
wronging their employers, to make satisfaction,- and 
one third over ;^' and religious controversy could 
not disturb their repose^ when nonej '* acknowledging 



d by Google 



(me Almighty God, and living peaceably in society, 
could be molested for their religion, nor compelled to 
frequent or maintain any religious miaBtry what- 
ever." 

In the short space of three years after the settle- 
ment of Penn, fifty sail of vessels arrived, filled with 
passengers from different countries. The tyranny of 
the German Princes contributed greatly to this num- 
ber. So many of their subjects arrived at an e^ly date, 
that government was alarmed at their increase ; but 
their habits were industrious and retired, and dis- 
persing in various directions, they difRised im- 
provements, and silently, but steadily contributed 
in an eminent degree to Ae prosperity of the coun- 
try. 

Dwelling houses. Inhabitants, 

In 1683* there were 80 

iroo 700 

1749t 2,076 

1753 3,300 14,563 

1760 2,960 18,756 

1769 4,474 28,043 

1776 . 5,460 

1783 6^000 

1790 6,651 

415 Stores and Workshops* 

1801 11,200 

1805t 13,461 



• Penn's letter, Proud 1. p. 263. i Robinson's Directory. 

f The enumeration of 1749, was made by citizens of the first 
Tespec%ahiik\ty. 

Mulberry ward, by Dr. FrankUn—- Dock ward, Joseph Ship- 
pcn-^Lowcr Delaware, William AUen, (Chief JusticeO—^PP^^^ 
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The following tnumeratiQnJrom the Directory ^ w^s 
taken by James Robinson and John A. Paxton in 
November^ 1810. By which it appears the city con- 
tains thirteen thousand two hundred and forty one 
BmldingSy of which seven hundred and thirty seven 
are new. 

Brick Frame Total 
Dwelling Houses - - 6351 2523 8874 
Store Houses - - 1053 159 1212 

Manufacturing Buildings 161 69 230 

Public Buildings - - 131 25 156 

Stables, Workshops, &c. 944 1825 2769 



Totals. 8640 4601 13241 

Northern Liberties^ built part C exclusive of Kensing' 
ton) contains four thousand two hundred and eigh- 
ty^ of which two hundred and seventy-two are 

New* 



Dwelling Houses 
Store Houses 
Manufacturing Buildings 
Public Buildings 
Stables, Workshops, &c. 



Totals. 1765 2515 4280 



Delaware, Thomas Hopkinson— South ward and Southern sub- 
urbs, Edward SMppen. — High street, Thomas Lawrence, jun^— 
Walnut, William Humphreys. — Chesnut, Joseph Tumer-^^North 
ward and Nortliem suburbs, Dr. William Shippea — Middle wardy 
William (Joleman. , 

The alteration of the division of the wards in 1800, renders it 
impossible to judge of the comparatire increase of population in 
the several quarters of the city. 



Brick 


Frame 


Toul 


1556 


1442 


2998 


93 


76 


169 


42 


49 


91 


10 


9 


19 


64 


939 


1003 
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Penn Townships built parts j contains nine hundred and 
thirty-six Building's^ of which ^fty seven are New* 

Brick Frame Total 

Dwelling Houses - - 225 292 517 

Store nouses - - 2 2 

Manufacturing Buildings - 4 8 12 

Public Buildings - 2 3 5 

Stables, Workshops, &c. - 76 324 400 

Totak. 307 629 936 

Kensington contains eight hundred and sixty nine 
Buildings^ of which Jifty-two are New* 

Brick Frame Total 

Dvelling Houses 
Store Houses 
Manufacturing Buildings 
Public Buildings 
Stables, Workshops, &c* 

Totals. 205 664 869 

Southwark^ built partSy contains two thousand seven 
hundred and thirty^nine buildings, of which one 
hundred and twenty-eight are New. 

Brick Frame Total 



184 


431 


615 


1 


8 


9 


S 


5 


10 


1 


3 


4 


14 


2ir 


231 



Dwelling Houses 


834 


1466 


2301 


Store Houses 


36 


32 


68 


Manufacturing Buildings 


10 


19 


29 


Public Buildings 


8 


5 


13 


Stables, Worksht^s, &c. 


14 


314 


328 



Totals. 902 tS37 273$ 
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Mayameming and 'Ftissyuniy north of Federal road^ 
contains seven hundred and Jour buildings^ of which ^ 
forty^nine are New* 



Dwelling Houses 
Store Houses 
Manufacturing Buildings 
Public Buildings 
Stables, Workshops, &c. 



Kick Frame Total 



82 


427* 


509 


1 


1 


2 


5 


7 


12 


5 


3 


8 


16 


157 


173 



Totals. 109 595 704 
In all 15,814 dwdling Houses. 
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The following table Mrill serve to shew the progres- 
sive population oi the city and liberties, more particu- 
^ larly, since the establishment of the federal govern- 
ment. 



\ 


FREE 

wmi^ES 


SLAVES 


FREE PER- 
SONS NOT 
TAXED 


TOTAL 


1790. 










City 


26,918 


193 


1,411 


28,522 


Northern Liberties ^ 


8,129 


34 


174 


8,337 


Southwark 


5,421 


29 


211 


5,661 


Passyunk 


833 




52 


884 


^ Moyamensing 


1,394 




298 


1,592 


1800. 










City 


36,955 


55 


4,210 


41,220 


Northern Liberties 

r 


16,010 




960 


16,970 


Southwark 


8,773 




849 


9,621 


Passyunk 


831 




53 


884 


Moyamensing 


1,294 




298 


1,592 


1810. 










City 


47,368 


2* 


6,352t 


53,722 


Northern Liberties 


20,348 




1,210 


21,558 


Southwark 


12,327 




1,380 


13,707 


Passyunk 


968 




24 


992 


' Moyamensing 


2,178 




709 


2,887 


1 Penn:!: 


3,640 


■ 158 1 


3,798 1 



* See account of the abolition Society. 
f Robinson's Directory for l8ll, states the number of blacks 

«t 9,wr. 

t Fonnerly part of Northern Liberties. 
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In lSr90 the tcrtal inhabitanta of the 14 city wards 
by the general census, was 28,522 

Slaves , . . 193 

Free persons not taxed 1,411 

1,604 

2d,918 

In 1800, * • * 41,220 

Slaves . • 55 

Free persons not taxed 4,210 

— 4,265 

36,955 



Increase 10,037 

In 1810, . . . 53,722 

Slaves . . • .2 
Free persons not taxed 6,352 

6354 

47,368 



increase 10,413 

In 1 800 the number of inhabitants m the built parts 
of the Northern Liberties was 10,71 8 
Free persons not taxed 714 

10,004 

In 1810, 19,874 

Free persons not taxed 1,137 

^ ' 18,737 

Increase 8,733 

In 1 800 the number of inhabitants in the bmlt parts 
of Southwark, was 6414 

Free persons not taxed 565 

I 5,849 
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In 181©, in Southwark and Moyamensing, built 
parts . 14,796 

Free persons not taxed 2,038 

12,758 



Increase 6,909 

The above returns have been taken from the origi- 
nal documents in the marshal's office, and the accu- 
racy of the results may be depended on. In forming 
an estimate of the city population, only the thickly built 
parts of Southwark, Passjrunk, and Moyamensing, 
adjoining the southern quarter of the city, have been 
taken into the account ; the same nile has been ob- 
served with respect to the Northern Liberties. Had 
the scarred population been taken into considera- 
tion, thj^ sum total 6f the whites would have been in- 
creased in 1810, to about 2,000 souls more. The 
whole population of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia in ^810, was 111,210.* 

Kyery one knows that Philadelphia has suffered 
severely by the American pestilence, commonly cal- 
led yellow fever, and as it may be satisfactory to know 
the number of deaths in different yeai-s, and they will 
serve to shew how much greater would have been our 
increase, had we had no pestilence, the following 
'Statement is given. 



DEATHS. 

In the year 1793. 
August, . 361 
September . . 1,514 
October , 2,045 
November . 82 


DEATHS. 

In the year 1797. 
August . . . 303 
September • .579 
October . 386 
November . 24 


4,002 


1,292 



* The population of the city of New York, embracing the 
whole inland, is 96,372. 

D 
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0£ATH6« 
In the year 1798. 
August • 626 

September . . 2,004 
October . 943 

November « 64 

3,637 



D£A7H«. 

In the year 1799» 
August • 375 

September • 465 
October . 175 

1,015 



DEATHg 

In the year 1802. 

August • • • 26S 

September • • • 284 

October • • • 289 

835 

Thus in five years we lost ten thousand seven 
hundred and eignty-one persons. The same disease 
prevailed in one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
four, five and six, with more violence than in 1802, 
but no particular account was kept of the deaths by it. 

Several reasons may be assigned why the popula- 
tion of the city has increased so rapidly, notwith- 
standing numerous attacks of a sweeping pestilence, 
since the Census of 1790. 

1st. From the ease with which a competence is 
ebtained, the number of marriages is very great. 
Futurity never enters into the cdculation of a cou- 
ple desirous of uniting ; they know that whatever be 
the calling of the man, he can easily make more than 
will support his family, if he be industrious, and 
blest with health. 

2d. The great t >couragement given to every claM 
of mechanics, induces more of them to settle here than 
in other cities. 
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3d. A general amelioration of the public health. — 
This h^py effect is to be ascribed to the following 
causes : 

1st. The arching of the creek, running from near 
Spruce in the site of Dock street. The intention 
of leaving this creek by the original proprietor, Wil- 
liam Penn, has been already mentioned, and with 
this view, its banks were supported by stone walls ; , 
but its bed filled so rapidly with mud, that it became 
useless as a canal for boats, and for many years re- 
mained a great nuisance. It was the receptacle of 
an immense mass of animal and vegetable offall mat- 
ters, which poisoned the air by the exhalations arising 
from them, and the muddy bed, by the action of the 
sun on them when the tide was out. A conviction of 
its injiuious effects, induced Doctor Rush to point it 
out as a proper object of legislative attention, and re- 
commended the arching of it as a measure essen- 
tially connected with flie health of the city. The 
people of the present day, who now enjoy the great 
advanmge of an airy street, and see the large stores 
^buik in place of the receptacles of poverty, vice, 
fliidtith, will learn with astonishmait, that a violent 
cppoution was made to the measure by many citi- 
zens, and that the benevolent and patriotic guardian of 
the public health, " stood alone" among his breth- 
ren in the recommendation of the measure. After 
a full discussion of the question by the legislature, a 
law was passed in 1784 for arching the creek. It is a 
fact, that tjrphus fevers generally ,J and the destruc- 
tive cholera, or bowel complaint which destroyed so 
great. a proportion of the children under the age of 
18 months, who were within the influence of the 
pestilential air of this dock, have diminished so evi- 
dently as to strike even common observers. 
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2d. The eultivaticm of the lots adjoming the city» 
^mamy of which wei-e low and retained water, and 
thus gave rise to poisonous exhalations. 

3d. Greater attention to cleanliness in the streets. 

4th. Increase of horticulture. By inducing greater 
consumption of vegetables, and consequently a dimi* 
nution in the use of animal food, the tendency to fe- 
brile c omp laints is lessened. 

5th. The institution of a Dispensary, which has 
extended medical relief to thousands, who might have 
suffered from inability to pay a regular physician, or 
h^ve fallen under the hands of pretenders to medi-, 
cine. 

6th. Improvements in the healing ^*. 

7th, The increase of knowledge among all classes 
of people, whence they are better acquainted with 
the means of preserving health. 

Climate* 

A considerable change has taken place in the cli- 
mate of Philadelphia, m common with the state at 
large, during the last forty years. Our winters are 
less uniformly cold, and more variable, and our 
isummers less uniformly warm than before the date 
just mentioned. The Delaware for many years past 
has not afforded the diversion of skating for miore 
than two week? at a time, and seldom so long, while 
formerly during four or six weeks, it was the scene 
of pastime and manly exercises. In the year 1704 
snow fell one yard deep, in the winter 1739-40 die 
river was frozen until the 15th of March : but in that 
year the cold wias intense all over Europe. 

In the winter of 1779-80 the Delaware c<Atinued 
frozen for three months, an ox was roasted on the 
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ice, and the British army passed over from New 
York to Paulus Hook on the ice. The ground Was 
frozen for four and five feet in depth, and plants and 
animals suffered greatly. In 1790, after opening and 
shutting several times, the river closed on the 18th of 
December, and remained so until the eighteenth of 
January 1791. After this period, it closed and open- 
ed often, biit was not completely navigable until the 
end of the motith. The preceding season had been 
uncommonly mild, and it was even reported that 
bo3rs had bathed in the river on the second of Jan- 
uary, 1790. A heavy fall of snow after the middle 
of December, generally preceded the formation of ice, 
and subsequent freezing of the river. But sometimes 
the river is completely frozen over in a single night, 
and passable the next day. Such an occurrence took 
place on 31st December 1764, 7th of January 1791, 
and 6th of December 1797; arid in other years. 
But although not uniformly cold in modern times 
as formerly, yet intensely cold weather occasionally 
is experienced. Thus in 1788 on the sixth of Febru- 
ary the thermometer of Farenheit stood at 3o below 0. 
In February 1791, it stood at 5^: of late years the cold- 
est weather has not commenced until the months of 
January or February, previously to which the seasons 
have been moderate ; in some instances unusually so. 

The winter of 1801-2 was milder than any season 
since 1 790, scarcely any snow having fallen before the 
22d. of February t and no obstruction to the naviga- 
tion took place except for a few hours hj floating ice 
on the day just mentioned. Shad were m market on 
the 17th of February 1802 ; on the 23d of the same 
month Fareriheit's thermometer at 8 A. M. stood 
at 10^; at 3 P. M. 17"^ the navigation however was 
hot impeded. 

Thus also the Autumn of 1805 was so mild, that 
farmers ploughed their land until near Christmas, 

d2 
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and yet in the following January the weather wsts 
very colcL In the succeeding season no cold weath- 
er occurred until February, when it was uncommon- 
ly severe all over this continent. In January 1810, 
after a moderate season, the weather became very cold, 
and on the 19th the mercury at 8 A. M. stood at 
1 1**, and for several days after, was at 8 10 13 14 11^. 
During the past seasbn, the weather, though rainy and 
variable, was not very cold except on 17th Decem- 
ber, until February, when it for several days was 
severe in the extreme. And yet shad were in mar- 
ket on the 17th of March, and herrings three days 
before. 

In former times, although the winters were certain- 
ly uniformly colder than of late years, yet mild sea- 
sons occasionally occurred. Dr. Collin has stated 
on the authority of the Swedish records, that in Feb- 
ruary 1714, flowers were seen in the woods; and 
William Penn says that in ''1681 the winter was 
mild, scarcely any ice at all," yet the next season was 
severely cold. 

Our summers no longer oppi'ess us with long con- 
tinued heats. We have it is true occasionally a few very- 
warm days, but cool or moderate weather soon succeed 
*' attended by showers of rain accompanied sometimes 
by thunder and lightning, and afterwards by a north- 
west wind, which produces a coolness in the air that 
is highly invigoratmg and agreeable."* The thermo- 
meter sometimes rises to 89, 90, 91, 92, 93 degrees of 
Farenheit in the months of July and August, and it is 
then common to hear the natives of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and of the West Indies, who may happen 
to be exposed to it, complain of the heat, and even 
assert that it is greater than in their own climate. 
This opinion may arise from two causes. 1. Ourapti- 

• Bush's Works, vol 1. p. 89, first edition. 
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tude to forget the sensations of temperature of 
past times, and 2d. to a prejudice in favour of our 
own country, which prevails equally with the savage 
and civilized man. The thermometer may doubtless 
often rise as high in Philadelphia, as in the States 
south of the Potomac, or in the West Indies ; but 
those who complain, forget to give credit in the ac- 
count, for the cool nights and mornings, which they 
enjoy in our capital,. w;hile in the former places, the 
most oppressive part of the day is from the time the 
sun and the sea breeze have declined, until some 
hours after sun rise the next morning. In Philadel- 
phia therefore the system although heated in the day, 
is refreshed by the diminution of temperature after 
sun set ; while on the other hand, the sufferer rises 
more exhausted than when he retired, and pants for 
the moment, when the blowing of the sea breeze, shall 
restore his wonted activity and spirits. 

A change haa taken place in the weather of au- 
tumn j formerly October and November were the 
most pleasant months in the year, being dry and 
clear; but of late years, they have been cdid, rainy 
and variable : during the past season, this was par- 
ticularly the case. Our springs are often so cold, that 
fires are comfortable, until the 10th of June. 

The quantity of rain that falls in Philadelphia, in 
the course of a year is very irregular. The precise 
quantity cannot be ascertained with accuracy, ow- 
ing to the want of regular observations. Whai facts 
are in possession shall be given. 

Inches. 
In 1799* there fell, - - 42 3-4 
In 1800* - - - - 39 
In 1801* - - - - 40 6-8 
In 1805 - - - - 42 

* Dr. Cox's medical museum. All the rain that fell in the 
above years vras not noted. 
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In most parts of the United States, the rain fsdls 
in greater torrents than in Europe. We know but 
little of those " fine gentle showers" usually are called 
** English rains," which when they do occur, Vol- 
ney says *' it is the fashion for people to go out to 
enjoy, without umbrellas, and to get themselves wet 
to the skin !!" 

The number of rainy days is certainly diminish- 
ing in the United States, and hence long droughts 
often occur, although the quantity of rain in the 
course of a year, may not vary much from years in 
which the supply of rain has been more regular. 
The summers of 1804 and 1809, were uncommonly 
rainy. In July 1804 6|- inches fell ; in August, 4^ ; 
no estimate of June is preserved, but it is well recol- 
lected to have been uncommonly wet, and that vast 
quantities of hay were destroyed in consequence. In 
May 1^86, rain fell during fourteen successive 
days. In 1788 and 1809, much grain grew in the 
shock, from the continual rain that fell aftp it had 
been cut. More rain fell during the mourn of No- 
vember last (1810) than commonly falls through- 
out the year. In 1791 during the first five mondis, 
there were 43 days of rain. In the first eight monttvs 
of 1790, there were 65 days of rain and 114 days of 
fair weather; 

Very dry summers sometimes occur, as in 1782, 
and 1793. The variations in the temperature of the 
weather are often considerable. In winter, these are 
not so sensibly felt, but in the summer when they 
occur, as they sometimes do, about the middle of 
August, after a very warm day, and the thermome- 
ter falls 15, 20, 30 degrees in die course of a night, 
indisposition will necessarily attack numbers, especi- 
ally those who incautiously sleep with window 
sashes raised. The temperature of the weU water is 
about 52® of Fiarcnheit. 
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The want of an amiual report of all the deaths in 
the city imtil within the last five years^ precludes the 
possibility of ascertaining accurately'the comparative 
mortality of the present and every former year. It 
may however be asserted that owing to ^e very 
great improvement in the science of medicine and 
surgery^ which have taken place within a few years, 
the chance for life is much increased ; many diseases, 
now yielding to the powers of the healing art that 
formerly defied it. " In the year 1771,* the city and 
liberties of Philadelphia, contained between 25,000, 
50,000 inhabitants. Between theChristmas of that 
and the following year, there died one thousand 
twohundred and ninety-onef persons. The city and 
districts contain at present about 100,000 inhabi- 
tants:); and yet between the first of January 1809, and 
the first of January 1810, there died but 2004 per- 
sons* Had the deaths kept pace with the increase of 
our population, their amoimt would have been more 
than double that number."$ Thirty years since, the 
disease from drinking cold water in Summer, when 
the body was heated by exercise ; the lock jaw, the 
croup or hives, mania, and numerous other com- 
plaints, .that might be mentioned, were seldom or 
never cured ; but at present, they are very rarely 
fatal when early assistance is given. The first named 
disease is peculiar to the United States, and with 
regard to the two last it is asserted on good author- 



•Occasionally, pains were taken to ascertain from the records of 
the different religious societies, and of the public burial grounds, 
the number of deaths in the city. The Episcopal church with 
commendable attention have firom a very early period, publisfied 
are^ster of births, deaths and christenings m their society, but 
no regular list was published of all the city deaths, 
f It is more than probable that this number was even greater. 
t They now contain 100,764. 
§ Rush's charge to medical graduates* 1810. 
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i^, thftt the success in Philadelphia, is infinitely 
l^es^r than in £ui*ope. Even the consumption, for- 
merly a hopeless disease, has yielded in numerous 
cases in this city, to the early and judicious appli- 
cation of medicine. The free use of wine in low fe- 
Ycrs, of mercury, baric, opium and the lancet, all of 
which were used with a timid hand, and also warm 
and cold baths, have contributed to increase the em- 
pire of medicine over various diseases. 

The character of our diseases is for the most part 
inflammatory. This circumstance is owing to the very 
variable nature of our climate, to the general use of 
animal food consumed by all classes of people, and 
the free use of stimulating liquors of all kinds : for 
although drunkenness, it may be truly said, is a vice 
by no means common, yet the cheapness of spirituous 
and malt liquorsj enables all classes to take freely of 
them, and hence they occasion complaints to assume 
a form, and certainly a degree of violence from which 
they might otherwise be free. We know ^lothing of 
those desolating low fevers, which so often pre- 
vail in the cities of Europe, among die labouring 
poor in confined courts and dleys, and but little of that 
long list of nervous diseases, (strictly so called) 
which abridge the lives of the higher class of society. 
Hence the lancet is oftener required than the stimu- 
lating draught; and hence too the reason why the 
European physician, whose circle of observation may 
have been confined chiefly to diseases of an opposite 
character, hears with astonishment of the depleting 
system of the United States, and especially of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

trom a variety of caused, a considerable change 
has taken place in the forms of our diseases withm 
the last thirty years. 

1. The proportional diminution in the use of ani- 
mal food, the general abolition of hot family suppers 
by our citizens, and of tavern clubs, and the increas* 
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cd u«e of vegetable aliment, have contrilmted to les- 
sened the number of apoplexies, palsies, dropsies 
and other complaints depending upon repletion, and 
exposure to night air. 

2. The substitution of malt liquors for punch which 
was formerly the fashionable beverage at noon, at 
dinner, and at supper; and the use of flannels, or 
muslin next the body, have expelled the dry gripes, 
formerly a fatal disease in Philadelphia. 

3. Theuniversaluseofumbrellasandthe increased 
use of high crowned hats, have lessened the diseases 
arising from the operation of the sun. 

4. Vaccination is rapidly dispelling the loathsome 
small pox from die city. 

5. The diminution of deaths from consumption has 
already been mentioned. 

6. The increased cleanliness of the city. 

Bills of Mortality. 

Since the year 1806, the number of deaths, and 
the names of the diseases are ascertained with an accu- 
racy highly desirable in every town, and especially 
in a populous city. 

By a law passed in the above year, the sextons of all 
churches or places of worship, are obliged, under a 
penalty, to obtain from the attending physician of 
a deceased person, or from some of the family, a cer- 
tificate of the age and disorder of which he or she 
may have died, and the days of their death : and in 
like manner, a certificate is to be obtained from the 
city alms house, of the diseases of all who die therein, 
which certificates. are to be delivered to the Board of 
Health, and by their order a weekly statement is 
made up and published in the newspapers, of the dis- 
eases and the ages of the deceased. At the end of th e 
year, a general statement is published by the Board, 
From these the following result is composed* 
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1807 


1808 


1809 


1810 


Under2years^ . . • 


614 


867 


758 


760 


From 2 to 5 






121 


167 


92 


115 


5 10 






65 


98 


52 


59 


10 20 






79 


95 


74 


73 


20 30 






144 


212 


203 


240 


30 40 






236 


219 


226 


264 


40 50 






172 


186 


159 


163 


50 60 






139 


128 


95 


142 


60 to 






88 


98 


77 


96 


70 80 






79 


61 


67 


68 


80 90 






60 


30 


44 


45 


90 100 






11 


7 


14 ^ 


9 


100 110 






4 


2 


1 


2 


Unknown, ♦ 






233 


101 


141 




Total, . . . 




» • 


2045 


2271 


2004 


2036 



Proportion of Deaths in each month* 



January 
February . 
March . . 
April . . 
May . • 
June • . 
July. . . 
August ^, 
September 
' October 
November 
December . 



150 
118 
154 
157 
133 
159 
237 
268 
237 
162 
155 
115 



136 


130 


149 


123 


118 


152 


154 


141 


127 


169 


136 


152 


179 


150 


164 


227 


184 


147 


374 


184 


192 


297 


280 


269 


185 


167 


173 


154 


176 


193 


152 


189 


152 


111 


139 


166 



The above facts speak for themselves, and fully 
disprove the commonly received opinion of the si^k^ 
ness of Philadelphia. 
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It cannot be said that the years 1807-8-9 or 10 
were unusually healthy, because it appears from the 
following table, that for a period of twelve years, the 
number of deaths in the city, except during the vis- 
itation of the fever was even smaller. The high 
numbers indicate the years of pestilence, 

DEATHS IN THE CITY AND SUBURBS. 





Mides. 


Females. 


TotaL 


September 1 


,1787 to Sept. 1, 


1788 


560 


438 


998 


?> 


1788 to „ 


1789 


514 


482 


996 


?? 


1789 to „ 


1790 


549 


486 


1035 


August 1, 


1790 to Aug. 1, 


1791 


645 


664 


1309 


)? 


1791 to „ 


1792 


644 


601 


1245 


^9 


1792 to „ 


1793 


778 


719 


1497 


>1 - * 


1793 to „ 


1794 


2933 


2059 


4292 


?1 


1794 to „ 


1795 


897 


862 


1759 


)> 


1795 to „ 


1796 


1188 


1025 


2283 


5> 


1796 to „ 


1797 


857 


809 


1666 


5» 


1797 to „ 


1798 


1245 


nil 


2356 


^» 


1798 to ,s 


1799 


2515 


1948 


4463* 



The above table also proves fully, that the num- 
ber of deaths in proportion to the population of the 
city is less than in other cities of countries that boast 
of their healthiness, and that the climate, contrary 
to the opinion of European travellers is highly 
conducive to longevity. Had there been any regular 
account taken of the ages of those who died before 
1806, the list of old persons might have been greatly 
swelled ; and the want of such a regulation, will pre^ 



• The preceding statement was extracted from the table pub- 
lished in " Poulson's Almanac ;" the information for which was 
annually collected by the editor of that publication. 
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vent our city from appearing in as favourable alight 
as it deserves: but enough has been said to shew the 
incorrectness of the assertion so often made, with 
respect to its general unhealthiness.* 

A few remarks maybe offered upon the foregoing 
statement. The population of Philadelphia, including 
the built parts of the Northern Liberties, Southwark, 
Passyunk and Moyamensing, amount to 100,764 
souls, but to avoid fractions, say 100,000* 

The number of deaths in 1810, was 2036, giving 
the proportion of one to fifty, while from thie tables 
of Dr. Halley, formed upon facts derived from vari- 
ous cities in Europe which were least liable to fluctua- 
tions, as to sudden increase or decrease, it appears 
that the proportion of deaths in them is as 1 to 33* 
The Liverpool bill of mortality for 1806, states the 
number of deaths at 2395, and computing a population 
of 80,000, the above proportions are preserved, and 
are said to be less than obtains in any other town of 
equal size in the kingdom.f Now if Liverpool, being 
the most healthy town in a country which boasts of 
its healthiness, is exceeded by Philadelphia in that 
point, in the proportion of more than 50 to 33, the 
fact certainly ought to satisfy us with our own climate, 
and to silence the aspersions of Europeans with re- 
gard to it. 

Compared with other cities in the United States, 
the healthiness of Philadelphia will be found flatter- 
ing. 



•The just claim to healthiness by Philadelphia, will Inore ful- 
ly appear from a paper preparing by the author on the subject of 
American longevity. 

t Monthly Magazine, London, July, 1807. 
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^The number of deaths from 

December, 1806, to August, Adults Children Total. 

180r, in New- York amounted to 862 688 1550 

In Philadelphia, in same time 796 591 1387 

Greater number of deaths) ^^ ^^ -^o 
• TWT V 1 V 66 97 163 

m New York, J 

Deaths in New York by consumption, 

during the above time, . - - - 304 
Deaths in Philadelphia by the same 

disease, and in the same time, - - 207 

More deaths in New York, by con- 
sumption, » - ^ - - - - 97 

1550 deaths in New York, in 35 weeks 

average per day, ----- 6f 

1387 deaths in Philadelphia, in the 

same time, average per day, - ' ' Sy 

If the population of Philadelphia, as being great- 
er than that of New York, be taken into consideration, 
the difference in favour of Philadelphia will be con- 
siderably increased. 

No document having come to hand of the deaths 
in Boston or Baltimore, a comparison could not be 
made with respect to those cities. 

The cause of the greater number of deaths by 
consumption in New York, and in the New Eng- 
land States generally, admits of an easy explanation 
upon the following principles. 

1. Hereditary confirmation. 2d, Greater keenness 
in the air from the vicinity to the sea ; hence weak 
lungs are irritated in such air, while a dry air, free 
from saline impregnation, will have no effect. Some 
persons have spit blood in New York, who were en- 
tirely, free from any pulmonic affection in Philadel- 
phia. 3d, Prejudices against bleeding, by which the 



d by Google 



5d COMMEI&CE. 

inflammation almost sotmiversally attendant upon the 
disease in the beginning, is permitted to go on, until 
it becomes general, and tubercles are formed in the 
lungs. This cause prevails chiefly in New York. 
4th, Inattention to accommodating the dress to the 
change of the weather, prevails equally in New York 
and Philadelphia, but the remote causes not existing to 
such a degree in the latter as in the former place, this 
cause does not operate so powerfully in Philadelphia. 

Commerce. 

Arrivals — The number of square rigged vessels 
that entered the port in 1771, was 361 
Sloops and Schooners, - r 391 







752 


In 1786, the total number was 


910 


1787, 


i> V " ' " 


870 


1788, 


j> ?j ■ " ■ 


854 


1789, 


>> 5» " " " 


1261 


1793, 


» » " " • 


1050 


1797, 


?J 91 " " "• 


1420 


1804, 


Arrivals — Foreign 579 
Coasters 1220 

1799 

Clearances — Foreign 618 

Coasters 1146 

1764 








3563 


1805, 


Arrivals — Foreign 547 
Coasters 1169 

1716 

Clearances — Foreign 617 

Coasters 1231 

1848 








3564 
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1806, Arrivals— Foreign 690 

Coasters 1231 

1921 

Clearances— Foreign 730 

Coasters 1278 

- 2309 

4230 

1807, Arrivals — Foreign 699 

Coasters 1270 

1969 

Clearances — Foreign 712 

Coasters 1231 

1943 

3912 

1809, Arrivals — Foreign 278 

Coasters 1413 

1691. 

Clearances — (Embargo) 

1810, Arrivals*— Foreign 514 

Coasters 684 

1198 

Clearances — Foreign 497 

Coasters 614 

- 1111 

2309 

Exports. 

In the year 1790, the total amount of the exports of 
Philadelphia, was - - - ^7,953,41 8 
In 1796, it was - • . . 17,523,866 
1809, the amovtbt of domestic produce 
exported was - g4,238,358 
Foreign, - * 4,810,883 

9,049,241 

1610, Domestic, - * 4,751,634 
Foreign, - - 6,241,764 

i M 10,993,398 

E 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 commerce: 

Tonnage. 

In 177 ly the total amount of Tonnage 

was - ----- 44,6^4 

In 1786— American, 31,546 

Foreign 28,392 

59,938 

In 1800, Total . . . . ' 103,663 
1810 121,443 

It was stated to Congress in February last, by ^ 
mastership-builder, of Philadelphia, that there were 
then 9,145 tons of shipping on the stocks. 

The commerce of Philadelphia has kept pace with 
the progress of the general prosperity of the State ; 
but m common with the whole union, has suffered 
a considerable diminution, by reason of the vexa- 
tions from European nations, who for some years 
past, have acted as if power gave right, and by the 
r^gjrictive measures forced upon our government. Our 
lAerchants are equal to any in the Union, for indus- 
try and enterprize ; but during the uncertainty of 
trade that has prevailed for some time past, they 
have observed a prudent caution in their adventures, 
which has had the effect of lowering the amount of 
tonnage, when compared with other cities in the 
United States : but the good effects of such con- 
duct has been most sti'iking during the past year, 
when owing to the uncertainty of the renewal of the 
charter of the United States Bank, that great wheel 
of commercial credit, a very great diminution of 
bank accommodation necessarily took place : hence, 
while in other cities of the Union, the greatest dis- 
tress has been produced, and failures have been nu- 
merous, and to an immense amount, so few have ta- 
ken place in Philadelphia, as to produce no diminu- 
tion of that chaia of mutu^ confidence, by which 
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commerce is upheld, and cannot fail to confirm the 
opinion generally entertained of the stability of the 
mercantile community of Philadelphia. 

Prices Current^ cf Foreign and Domestic Articles, at 
various dates. 



Thursday, April 7, 17^0. 


1798 


1811 


/ 


April. 


April. 


Flour, 8s 6d to 9s per cwt. 


32 to 34s 


S6 50 


White bread, 18s' do. 


75s 


9 


Middling bread, 14s per do. 


45s 


7 


Brown bread, lis do. 


30s 


5 50 


Salt, 3s 2d per bushel 


7s 6d 


55 


Tobacco, 14s per cwt. 


75s 


4to 10 


Muscovado Sugar, 30s to 






45s 6d per cwt. 


120s . 


12 50 


Pork, 45s per barrel 


120 to 142 6 


17 to 22 


Beef, 30s per do. 


90 to 112s 6 


9 to 16 


Rum, 3s to 3s 6d per gallon 


8s 9tolOs 7d 


1 


Molasfes, 17 to 18d per gal. 


4s 6d 


45 


Wheat,3s to 3s 3d per bush. 


9s 


2 25 


Indian corn. Is 8d to Is lOd 






per do. 


3s 9d 


7^ 


Bphea Tea, 50s. per lb. 


4s 14 


30 to 35 cts. 


Madeira Wine, 16 to 201 




60lstg.p.pi. 


per pipe 


401 per pipe 


first cost 


Pipe staves, 3l per thousand 


$55 


$77 


Hogshead staves, 45s do. 


35 


44 


Barrel staves, 22s 6d do. 


18 


32 


Pitch, 16 to 17s per barrel 


26s 34 


6 



No article in the above list exhibits so great a dif- 
ference in price, as Bohea Tea. At the date first men- 
tioned, its use was confined to a few persons, the 
greater part of whom had been educated in Europe, 
and could not abandon the pleasant meal which the 
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article afforded them. It was deemed by many asm- 
fill iuxmy, and of course, proscribed by the bigoted. 
All of it came by way of England, and was saddled 
with heavy duties. Bohea Tea was moreover, the 
only kind of tea then used. 

Inspection of Beef and Pork* 

The importance of securing a character in foreign 
markets to our staple commodities, and of preventing 
impositions by the dishonest, upon our own citizens, 
early attracted the attention of the legislature, under 
the colonial government. 

In the year 1727, a law was enacted to regulate 
the exportation of beef ^d pork, and an inspector 
appointed wk;h extensive Authority, to search ships 
and stores for either article, intended to be exported ; 
heavy penalties were also inflicted for opposition, or 
molestation of any sort to him, while in the execu- 
tion of his duty ; or for shipping any cask without the 
provincial brand or mark. In case of dispute, arbi- 
trators were to be appointed by a magistrate, who 
was to give judgment agreeably to their report. 

By a law passed in 1789, all beef or pork, the pro- 
duce of the State, and intended to be exported, are 
to be packed in barrels made of sound and seasoned 
white oak, with fourteen hoops thereon, fastened at 
each end by iron nails, and at each bilge, by wooden 
pegs or pins. 

Every beef or pork tierce, must be of the guage of 
42 gallons, wine measure, and contain 300 lb. sound 
meat, well packed and secured with salt and pickle, 
and not have more than three legs or shins ; and if 
pork, not more than three heads : every barrel of 
beef to be of the guage of 28 gallons, wine measure^ 
and to contain no more than two shins : every barrel 
of pork, of the guage of 29 gallons, wine measure^ 
and to hold 200 lbs. cured meat, and no more than 
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two heads : every half barrel of beef and pork to be 
of the guage of 15 gallons, and to contain 100 lbs. of 
cured meat ; and if of beef, not more than one shin, 
and if of pork, not more than one head. Casks of eve- 
ry sort to be branded with the word " Philadelphia," 
and name ofthie cooper, or the person puttifig up the 
same. Every tietce, barrel, or half barrel, containing 
salted beef or pork, intended for sale, of the quantity 
and quality before mentioned, and packed and secured 
in the manner aforesaid, shall be passed by the in- 
spector : but if these regulations be not complied 
with, he is to scratch out the cooper's or packer's 
brand ; and if the same cannot be rendered mer- 
chantable, a X is to be branded on the head of the 
barrel. 

Persons selling or delivering beef or pork not in- 
spected, or refusing to admit the inspector to erase 
the cooper's or packer's brand, forfeits ten shillings; 
for erasing the cross that may have been stamped, 
the penalty is ten pounds. Six pence per barrel is paid 
for inspection, and one shilling and six pence for 
each tierce, and one shilling for each barrel, or half 
barrel repacked, besides cooperage. Persons may 
employ their own cooper. 

Inspection of Flour. 

By a law passed in 1781, flour casks^ are to be 
made of seasoned materials ; having ten hoops, nailed 
with four nails in each chine hoop, and three nails in 
each upper bilge hoop : the staves to be twenty seven 
inches long, but may be of different diameters at the 
head : viz. casks No. 1, eighteen inches at the head : 
No. 2, sixteen inches and a half : No. 3, fifteen inch- 
es and a half. Twenty cents penalty on every barrel 
is annexed to a breach of this regulation. Millers 
are to have brands to mark every cask therewith, be- 
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fore removal from the place where the same was bolt* 
ed or packed : and these brands are to be registered 
with me clerk of the Quarter Sessions of the County^ 
No flour is to be exported before being inspected^ 
Inspectors have authority to enter on board any ves- 
sel, or into any store, to search for flour intended to 
be exported, and are protected from molestation by 
a heavy penalty on the offender. Counterfeiters of the 
brand are to pay five pounds for every cask so brand- 
ed. No inspector is to deal in flour, under a penalty 
of fifty pounds, and forfeit of office. 

Flour mixed with Indian corn meal, is to be con- 
demned, and a fine of three dollars for each cask 
incurred : one fourth to the use of the inspector, and 
the other three-fourths to the use of the poor of the 
County in which the owner of the flour may reside. 
Corn, intended to be ground into meal, must be 
first kiln dried, and when groimd, the words " kiln 
dried," must be branded on the cask, before it leaves 
the mill. , Casks containing rye flour must also be 
branded with the words " rye flour," and he may add 
*' fine," if he thioks its quality will insure approba^"- 
tion from the inspector. Corn and rye meal may be 
packed in large casks, but secured by sixteen hoops^ 
with iour nails in each chine hoop, and three wood- 
en pegs at the upper edge of each bilge hoop : the 
staves to be forty-one inches, and the diamjeter of 
the head twenty-seven inches ; th^ diameter at the 
bung, thirty-one inches, and to contain eight hundre4 
pounds neat weight, and having the tare of the cask 
marked on it. Both rye and corn flour are subject to 
the same inspection, and the same penalties as wheat- 
en flour. Three cents are allowed for each cask of 
com or rye meal inspected* 

Bread casks are to be weighed, and the tare mark- 
ed thereon i a false tare subjects the offender to the 
penalty of five shillings. Bakers of bread for export- 
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ation, mxLSt deliver with the bread, an invoice, with 
his name branded on the cask : if found light, they 
are forfeited. Floor waggons, carts or boats, widi 
fiour on board, Inust have sufficient covering : flour 
brought to a landing, must be stored or sheltered 
from the weather. Flour attempted to be shipped 
before inspection, pays five shillings a barrel. In 
case of disputes between owner and inspector, a ma- 
gistrate appoints three impartial persons, one named 
'by the owner, one by the inspector, and a third by 
himself, who examine the flour, and report the 
state thereof ; if damaged, the cause of such dam- 
age : if the flour be not deemed merchantable by 
the magistrate, the owner must pay to the inspector 
one shifiingper cask; if deemed merchantable, the in- 
spector pays all costs. In case flour has been injured 
by shallop-men, carters, or miller, the owner is enti- 
tled to damages to the extent of the injury. The 
penalty is five pounds for counterfeiting flour brands, 
or impressing the same on flour casks ; one hundred 
pounds for branding flour ** superfine,'* after it has 
been condemned ; and if attempted to be shipped, 
the flour is forfeited: one half goes to the State, the 
other half to the prosecutor. 

The manner of performing the inspection is as fol- 
lows. . The officer runs a scoop diagonally from one 
head of a barrel to the other, and is thus enabled to 
examine every part of its contents, and to determine 
whether it is of uniform quality, as to fineness or 
clearness, or whether it is musty or sour, and he ac- 
cordingly either confirms the stamp of quality alrea- 
dy made by the miller, or erases it by means of a 
scraper : the mark of approbation, besides leaving the 
originali brand of quaJity undefaced, is a wooden 
plug, stamped S. P. on the head, and inserted in the 
liole made by the scoop. 
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Such is the confidence placed in the abilities and 
impartiality of the inspectors, that appeals from their 
decisions are seldom made, and in the few instances 
in which disputes have occurred, the decision of the 
officer has been confirmed. Besides one cent per 
barrel paid by^ the buyer, the inspector receives the 
contents of the scoop as a perquisite. 

In the year 1809, in consequence of the increase 
of the trade, and extension of the city, a law was 
passed, requiring the appointment of two inspectors, 
one to reside north, and the other south of High- 
street, who are to attend alternately for one month 
in each district, to the inspection of flour : and when 
the emoluments exceed 1500 dollars a year to each 
inspector, one half of the surplus is to be paid into the 
State treasury. Every barrel of wheat and rye flour 
must contain 196 lbs. 

Shad and Herring* 

Casks for packing shad and herring for exporta- 
tion, may be made of any kind of timber, but must 
be salt and pickle tight, and hooped with fourteen 
good hoops, secured at each bilge with three nails 
or pins, and at each head or chine hoop, with at least 
three nails. The length of the staves to be 27i inches. 
The head, 17\ inches. The cask to contain 28 gal- 
lons, wine measure. The half barrel, 14 gallons ; and 
both to be branded with the initial letter of the 
christian name, and the sirname at full length, of the 
packer or seller, under a penalty of 67 cents for each 
barrel. On payment of the fine, the inspector may 
brand them with his name, and be entitled to six 
cents from the persons selling the same. Before a 
sale, or exportation, the barrels must be examined 
by the inspector, who is authorized to erase the brand 
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of the packer, in cas<t the barrels are not of the di- 
mensions, and made in the way bdfore mentioned, 
and not packed and secured as here directed. If 
diey cannot be rendered merchantable, he may erase 
the brand of the curer, and impress on the head 
a cross, thus, ^ • 

Persons selling shad or herirings, for exportation^ 
or transportatibn, before they have been examined 
and branded ; or refusing permission to the inqiec- 
tor to erase a brand, when necessary, shall forfeit 
one dollar and thirty three cents for every barrel. 
The penalty for defacing the marks of condemnation 
of the inspector, is twenty dollars. Twenty cents are 
allowed to the inspector for examining every barrel^ 
and thirty-three cents fbr every barrel or half barrel 
of shad or herring he may repack : for filling up and 
heading the same, ten cents. Unexported fish are to 
be examined every six months, and three cents are 
allowed for every barrel examined and headed. 

Penalties are to be collected by the inspector for 
the time being ; one half to be paid to the guardians 
of the poor, Ae other half to be retained by the in- 
spector : to be recovered as other debts. Appeals 
from the decision of the inspector are provided for 
as in the case of flour. Deputies may be appointed 
by the inspector, in Philadelphia county, Bucks, and 
Chester. 

Butter. 

Every keg of butter offered for sale and exporta- 
tion, «hall contain fifty pounds of butter, sufficiently 
salted for exportation, and shall be packed in kegs 
of the foUowmg dimensions : viz. 

The staves to be of the length of sixteen and one 
half inches, the diameter of the head eleven inches, 
and the diameter of the bulge thirteen inches, and 
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made of sound and well seasoned white-oak timber, 
with seventeen hoops on each keg, and fastened with 
three Iron nails in each head hoop: each keg shall be 
weighed and tared, and the tare marked on one of 
the heads with a marking iron in legible characters* 

Every keg containing butter shall be inspected be- 
fore it be laden on board of any vessel for ex^rta- 
tion, by boreing a hole through the head, and pierc- 
ing the butter through with a proper instrument, m 
order to ascertain the quality ; and if the mspector 
find the butter of first quality, he shall brand the 
keg with the letters S P, first quality ; and if found 
inferior to the first, he shall brand it S P, second 
quality ; and if found not merchantable, then the 
said inspector shall impress and brand a distinct 
mark of a cross, thus, ^ : (each stroke of the said 
cross shall be at least two inches long,) on one head 
of every such keg, containing butter as aforesaid* 

Every person who shall load on board of a vessel, 
any butter not inspected, or oflPer for sale, or export 
in kegs different from those described, or containing 
less than fifty pounds, shall forfeit one dollar for each 
keg* Four cents are paid as inspection fees, for each 
keg, by the purchaser, and customary allowance 
for cooperage, unless he employ his own cooper. 

Flax Seed. 

No flax seed is permitted to be exported before 
being cleaned, and must be packed in casks, made as 
straight as possible ; the staves of which must be of 
sound oak, and having, besides a lining hoop on the 
outside round the chines ; twelve other good hoops, 
secured by three iron nails in each of the chine 
hoops, and three in each quarter hoop. The casks 
are to be of two sizes : the larger size to be two feet 
mne inches long ; and in diameter, at each head, 
twenty-four inches, and to contain seven bushels of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SHINGLES. 63 

flax seed. The smaller size, to contain three bushels 
and a half : the casks to be branded with the name of 
the person who cleaned the seed. 

Violators of the foregoing regulations, forfeit 
twenty shillings for each cask, not inspected, or not 
made, branded, or filled as directed ; and five shil- 
lings for every cask shipped without being branded. 

Shing'les. 

Shingles, intended for exportation, must be of the 
following dimensions. Shingles of the first kind, 
must be two fi^t nine inches, at least, long ; five and 
a half inches wide, and of such athickness, that when 
dres9ed, they may remain at least half an inch thick 
at ^very place between the but end, and a distance of 
ten inches from the same. 

Shingles of the second kind must be twenty-four 
inches at least, and not more than twenty-six inches 
in length ; five inches at least, in width, and of such 
a thickness, that when dressed, they may remain at 
least half an inch thick at every part between the but 
end, and a distance of seven inches therefrom. 

Shingles of the third kind^jnust be fifteen inches 
long, nor less than three and a half inches wide, and of 
a thickness sufficient to remain, when dressed, three 
eights of an inch thick at every place between the 
end, and a distance of six inches from the same* 

By a supplement passed in 1790, shingles of the 
third sort aie required to be packed in a close and 
compact . manner, when sold in bundles ; each of 
which shall contain one hundred and twenty-five shin- 
gles, and no more : and each row in every bundle 
must only contain three shingles. 

Lumber. 

Staves, heading, boards, plank, or timber, intended 
for exportation, must be inspected by the proper offi- 
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cer, or his deputies ; whq, if he find them sound, 
and fit for exportation, shaU count atid cull the same, 
in a just and impartial manner. 

Every hewed or shaved pipe, shall be four feet 
eight inches long ; three inches and a half broad in 
the narrowest part, clear of sap ; five eighths of an 
inch thick in the thinnest place ; nor more tihan one 
inch thick in any part, regidarly split with the gnun 
of the wood ; and shall not have more than seveu 
worm holes, and be otherwise fit for a good pipe 
aCave. 

Every hewed or shaved barrel stave shall be two 
feet six inches long, three inches and a half broad, in 
the narrowest part; half an inch thick in the tlun- 
nest part, regularly split : not more than five worm 
holes. 

Every hogshead stave, shall be three feet six inch- 
es long I three inches and a half broad, clear of sap ; 
in the narrowest place, five eighths of an inch thick 
in the thinnest part ; not more than one inch thick in 
any part, regularly split, and not more than six worm 
holes. 

Every piece of hogshea(d heading, shall be two 
feet six inches long ; the middle pieces, six inches 
broad^ in the narrowest place, clear of sap ; and the 
cande pieces of the same breadth, in the widest part, 
clear of sap ; both sorts, three quarters of an inch 
thick, with not mcMre than seven worm holes in each 
piece. 

All boards, plank and timber, shall be good and 
sound, and of the thickness and quality the same as 
declared to be by ^he seller. 

Rough staves and heading may be sold, if of the 
proper length and breadth, and qualities before-men- 
tioned. 

Inspectors are authorized to search vessels^ for 
staves, &c. shipped for exportation : opposition in- 
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curs a penalty of fifty pounds : if shipped without in- 
spection, the fine is twenty shillings for every thou- 
sand staves or heading : ten shillings fen* every thou- 
sand feet of boards, plank or timber, so shipped. 

An account of all lumber, &c. measured and in- 
spected, is to be kept, and of the names of the buyers 
and sellers* The officer must not buy or sell staves, 
&c. of which he is inspector, under a penalty of fifty 
pounds* One half of the penalties and forfeitures in- 
curred by this act, goto the Pennsylvania Hospital: 
the other half, to the informer. Act, 1759. 

All staves, &c. befoi^ they are delivered for sale, 
shall be inspected, under a penalty of forfeiting the 
same: one half to the Commonwealth; the other half, 
to the informer. 

Mixing good staves or heading, with cuUings, or 
unmerchantable, or uninspected staves or headings, 
incurs a forfeit of the whole so mixed. 

Leogan staves, used for sugar hogsheads, may be 
exported, if four feet six inches long, three and a half 
inches broad, including sap, if it be sound ; and half 
an inch thick, but subject to inspection.— -Act. 1790. 

By an act of March 30, 1803, no staves shall be 
deemed merchantable, which are not three inches 
wide. 

Fees are as follow. For inspecting and examin- 
ing boards and plank, according to superficial mea- 
sure, for every thousand feet, thirty-three cents. 
Other timber, reduced to cubical feet, for every ton, 
(consisting of cubical feet,) one half to be paid by 
the buyer, and the other by the seller, thirteen cents: 
inspecting and culling the first and second sorts of 
Singles, per thousand, twenty cents : the third kind, 
Uiirteen cents.-— Act, 1790. 

By an act of March 20, 1810, the fee for inspect- 
ing staves and heading, was fixed at 25 cents for eve- 
ry customary thousand. 
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For several years past, great quantities of bark of 
a particular variety of black oak, for dying, have 
been exported in powder, to Europe. 

No ground black oak bark may be shipped, ex- 
cept such, as in the opinion of the inspector, shall 
have been shaved, clean from the ross, or outside 
bark ; ground sufliciently fine, and be free from da- 
mage by wet, mould, or otherwise : well packed in 
good and sufficient casks ; having at least twelve 
hoops thereon, together with lining hoops on each 
end, well secured. 

Bark shall be put up and packed in cs(sks, marked 
in plain and legible characters, '* first and second 
quality,'' as its quality and manufacture may merit, 
together with tJie word " Philadelphia," and the 
name of the inspector : no casks shall be so marked, 
except the same shall be fovmd free from all mix- 
ture with oak bark, tan, or extraneous matter ; from 
damage by wet, mould, or Otherwise. Bark so mix- 
ed, or damaged, shall be branded with the letter C. 
Persons defacing such mark, shall forfeit twenty dol- 
lars : one half to the prosecutor, the other half to the 
poor. Manufecturers of oak bark, must brand the 
cask on the head, with their name^ at full length, un- 
der the penalty of one dollar for each cask omitted 
to be so marked: the inspector shall be entided to 
receive for every ton weight of bark he shall in- 
spect, three dollars : one half to be paid by the sell- 
er, and one half by the buyer, besides cooperage ; 
also six cents per cask, per week, for storage, com- 
,puting from the time of inspection* The inspector is 
to weigh bark sent to him^ and to furnish the owner 
with an invoice specifying the gross weight, and the 
tare of each cask : for every cask not exceeding ten 
hundred weight, there shall be allowed eight pounds 
for draft. 
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The inspector is empowered to search for bark on 
board of vessels : for obstructing him, the fine is 
one hundred dollars, with a forfeit of the bark: 
twenty dollars is the fine for each cask shipped with- 
out inspection : one half to the use of the ofiicer or 
person prosecuting, the other half to the poor. Con- 
demned bark may be sold for home consumption, and 
unsound bark may be exported, without inspection : 
disputes to be settled by arbitration, as in the case of 
the other articles of domestic produce. 

Measurers of Grain ^ Wc. and Weigh Masters. 

For the purpose of securing justice to both buyer 
and seller, in the continual traffic that takes place be- 
tween citizens, a sworn measurer of grain of all sorts, 
and salt, and coal, is appointed. All hay likewise, 
brought to the city, is weighed at the public scales: 
and by the certificates of the officers, all the articles 
mentioned, are bought and sold. 

Chamber of Commerce. 

An association of persons, concerned in trade, was 
formed in the year 1801, " for the purposes of aid- 
ing the trade of the city of Philadelphia, by carry- 
ing into effect, such rules and regulations as may 
from time to time, be established, with respect to 
commerce; and the adjustment of mercantile differ- 
ences, between each other," by the name of " The 
Chamber of Commerce." 

Agreeably to the rules of the association publish- 
ed, they are to meet once a month : thirteen mem- 
bers to constitute a quorum. The officers are, a pre- 
sident, two vice presidents, a treasurer, and a secre- 
tary ; chosen annually, on the first Monday in Janu- 
ary. The secretary is to have a salary, to be fixed by 
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the president and vice presidents. On the day of 
their election, or as soon after as possible, Ae pre- 
sident and vice president, form sixty of the mem- 
bers of the society, into twelve classes, for the|)ur- 
pose of serving as monthly committees, for the en- 
susag year : each class to consist of five members ; 
three of whom shall be competent to the transaction 
of business* Members neglecting to attend the meet- 
ings of the committees, pay fifty cents for every ne- 
glect. 

The duty of the monthly committee is, to adjust 
and determine all mercantile disputes which may be^ 
laid before them ; and to report theb proceedings to 
the next general meeting. All awards are to be re- 
corded, with the reasons of the award. 

The members shall in no case, refuse to submit 
any matter of account in dispute, or any mercantile 
difference between them, to the final arbitration or 
adjustment of those members who may be chosen 
for that purpose : but it shall be at the option of the 
parties to submit such difference to the committee of 
the month, or eacli to choose a member of the soci- 
ety, who, together with the chairman of the month, 
shall determine Ae matter in dispute. Members re- 
fusing to conform to the rules of the society, forfeit 
membership. The subscription is, five dollars on 
entrance, and eight dollars yearly. Members must be 
citizens of the United States, and residents in Phi- 
ladelphia ; and must be nominated one month before 
they can be chosen. 

Survey of damaged ships and cargoes. 

The following mode of procedure is adopted, tor 
determine the quantum of damage sustained on board 
vessels, by stress of weather. 
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A writ issues upon application by the master, from 
the district court, directed to three persons, two of 
whom are masters of ships, and one a merchant, for 
a survey on ship and cargo " (taking to their assist- 
ance, any ship carpenter, or omer tradesman, if they 
shall think it necessary,) and to estimate the amount 
of damage, wastage, or loss, if any, which the said 
cargO) or any part thereof, may have sustained, and 
the occasion Aereof." The hatches are accordingly 
examined, the discharge of the cargo takes place, 
and the injured packages marked* The consignee 
takes them home, when a more minute examination 
takes place, and the quantum of damage of each 
package being ascertained, an account of it is taken 
agreeably^to Original invoice, and signed by the con- 
signee* The report thereon is made by the surveyors 
on oath or affirmation, and remains on record* A sale 
at auction is then ordered, of the damaged part, for 
account of the concerned : the proceeds whereof, are 
credited in account, and the first cost and charges 
being deducted, the loss is ascertained* 

Where the damage is deemed to arise from de- 
ficient dunnage, or from placing a perishable arti- 
cle in contact with dry goods, the vessel and owner 
are liable* In such cases, the consignee or owner, 
may have an offer of the damaged part, at first cost 
and charges, but if not accepted, recourse is had, as 
before, to sale by auction* 

When a ship is dismasted, or otherwise injured, 
by stress of weather, a special examination takes 
place of the protest and log book, and of the master 
and mariners on board, touching the disaster ; and 
orders are issued for repairs. When these are com- 
pleted, the bills are brought to the surveyors, who 
separate the charges incident to the disaster, from 
those resulting from the decay of the ship ; and a 
report as in the former case is lodged in the office. 
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When a ship puts back in distress^ and it becomes 
necessary to discharge the cargo, a writ is obtained 
for a survey, as in other cases; and after examination 
by the surveyors, their certificate issues to the cus- 
tom-house, for a permit to discharge the cargo, if 
necessary. An inquiry respectmg the cause of the 
disaster, the order for repairs^ the examination of the~ 
bills for the same, and report take place as before* 

The ability and impartiality, with which die duties 
of the surveyors of Philadelphia have been discharg- 
ed, has caused a general confidence to be reposed in 
their reports, by underwriters at home and abroad* 

Wardens of the Port. 

A board of Wardens was established by law, at an 
early date, and in 1803, a new law was passed on the 
subject: by this, the governor is authorized to appoint 
annually, one master Warden and six assistants, with 
power to use a seal, and to appoint a clerk, whose 
minutes of the transactions of ^e board are open to 
the public. 

The master Warden is bound to attend every day, 
from ten to one o'clock, at the office ; and once a 
month the full board are to meet, to grant licences to 
pilots, to make rules for their goveiiiment ; to decide 
all differences between masters, owners, and ccm- 
signees of vessels, or pilots : to direct the mooring * 
of ships, and the order in which they shall lie, load, 
or unload at the wharves ; and to make and ordain 
penalties for the breach of their rules and orders. 
An appeal from their decision to the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas is allowed, provided it be made within six 
days. The Wardens are exempted from serving on 
juries. The assistants receive no pay : that of the 
Master Warden is g2 50, daily. The salary of the 
jclerk is g500 annually. The Wardens must take an 
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oath of office. The accounts of the office are to be 
settled quarte^rly, by the Register General ; and if it 
shall appear that the monies paid into die office are 
insufficient to defray the expenses of it, die Governor 
is authorised to draw on the State Treasurer for the 
amount of such deficiency : but it must not exceed 
S800. 

No person is permitted to make any obstruction to 
a £ree cart passage along the wharves, under a pen* 
s^lty of 5S100 : if made, the Wardens are authonzed 
to remo;re the same* Persons desirous of extending 
a wharf into the river, must make application, under 
a heavy penalty, to the Board, who are to determine 
whether the wharf will not encroach upon or injure 
the channel, and approve or disapprove the measure* 
The wardens are aJso authorised to fix and determine 
the extent and distance to which wharves may be 
built in Schuylkill, on either of its shores, from the 
lower falls, to its junction with the river Delaware.* 

No burning or breaming vessels is permitted at 
any wharf between Cedar street and Vine street, 
lukler a penalty oi one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Pilots. 

There are three classes of Pilots. The first are 
permitted to pilot vessels of my depth of water : the 
second, those of twelve feet or under: the third, those 
of nine feet or under. Every pilot must serve an 
apprenticeship of six years to a first rate pilot. In 
four years, he may, if found qualified, take out a li- 
cence for the third class : after one year more he 
may take out one for the second class. At the end 
of the sixth year, he may become a first rate pi- 
lot. The licences must be annually renewed. The 
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indentures of pilots are recorded in the warden's 
office : previously to granting any licence, the pilot 
must conduct a square rigged vessel, twice up and 
down the river, uncler the inspection of a pilot of 
die first branch. Pilots must give bond for the 
faithful performance of their duty. If required, they 
musf shew their licences to the master of any vessel 
they may take charge of. Extra services of pilots are 
to be paid for agreeably to the determination of die 
board of wardens, provided the parties caniiot agree. 
Vessels outward bound are to remain twetity-Sbur 
hours at the capes, to give the pilots an opportunity 
to be taken out : in case of re^al so to do on the 
part of the captain, pilots are entitled to a sum not 
exceeding 800 dollars. If carried to sea, first brsmch 
pilots receive captain's wages until their death, or re- 
turn : if a second rate pilot be darried off, he is en- 
tided to the wages of first mate : if a third rate pilot^ 
to the wages of seamen. If they have no boat attending 
them, they are only to be entitled to half the afore- 
said uTages. Two dollars per day, are allowed to 
pilots detained by ice, or by the master or owner, or 
while performing quarantine : if prevented by ice 
or other causes from entering the port of Philadel- 
phia, and are compelled to proceed to another port, 
they are entided to full pilotage, and to eight cents 
mileage. Pilots occasioning the loss of vessels by 
carelessness, are suspended and fined by the warden^ 
and subject to prosecution for damages at commcm 
law. 

Fifty cents are paid for a licence. The rates of 
pilotage for inward bound vessels are as follows* 

For every half foot of water drawn by a vessel, up 
to twelve feet, one dollar and. thirty three cents j 
above twelve feet, one dollar sixty seven cents. 

Outward bound vessels pay as follows* 
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For erexy half foot of water up to twelve fieet, 
one dollar : more Aan twelve feet, one dollar thirty 
thcee cents.. For every vessd not registered in the 
United States, they are to receive two dollars and 
sixty seven cents : and for conducting vessels up to 
the city from 20th November to 10th of March, the 
additional sum of ten dollars. Compensation for 
•QDduc^ng to or from the city aU crippled vessels, 
which may have required extra care and trouble, is 
uotto exceed double the amount of what they other- 
wise would have been entitled to, of which the war- 
dens shall judge* -:> 

AU ves&els arriving fronv foreign ports, and every 
vessel of seventy-five tons, outward bound, must re- 
ceive a pilot : die master is required to report to 
lih.e warden's office the name of the vessel^ her draught 
of water, and the pilot's name, within diirty-six hours 
aifter her arrival ; and if outward boimd, before she 
leaves die port, under a penalty of sixty doUars. 
Masters refusing to take a pilot, pay a sum equal 
to hsi£ pilotage of the vessel, for the benefit of dis- 
tressed and decayed pilots. 

Pilots are to report 'to the c^Ece, the vessels they 
baring up. For making a fsdse report, they pay a fine of 
tw^ve dollars. Injurie&sustained in their boats in re- 
lieving vessels are to be made good by the owner 
of the vessel. FHots neglecting to attend their duty 
for two weeks, fcnrfeit their licence. 

Harbour Master. 

In the year 1793, The useful office of Harbour 
Master was established. He is authorized to en- 
force and superintend the execution of the laws of 
the Commonwealth, of the City Corporation, and the 
bye laws of the wardens, for. cleaning the docks, pre- 
venting nuisances at the wharves; for regulating 
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and stationing ships in the stream, or at the wharves ; 
and for removing vessels to accommodate others ; 
his compensation is one dollar, for every vessel 
above 75 tons burthen. 

Manufactures. 

Philadelphia has long been celebrated for her 
various manufactures ; and they have much increas- 
ed in variety and extent, since the late interruption 
to our foreign commerce. It would be inconsistent 
with the nature of this work, to enter minutely into 
this subject ; but a general view of them may be 
given. 

The various coarser metallic articles, which enter 
so largely into the wants and business of mankind, 
are manufactured to a great extent, in a variety of 
forms, and in a substantial manner. All the various 
edged tools for mechanics are extensively made ; and 
it may be mentioned as a fact calculated to excite 
surprise^ that our common screw augur, an old and 
extensively useful instrument, has been recently an- 
nounced in the British publications, as a capital im- 
provement in mechanics, as it certainly is, and that 
all attempts by foreign artists to make this instrument 
durable, have failed. 

The finer kinds of metals are wrought with neat- 
ness and taste. The numerous varieties of tin ware 
in particular, may be mentioned asnvorthy of atten- 
tion. But above all, the working of the precious met- 
als has reached a degree of perfection highly credita- 
ble to the artists. Silver plate fully equal to ster- 
ling, as to quality and execution is now made, and the 
plated wares are superior to those commonly import- 
ed in the way of trade. Floor cloths of great variety 
of patterns, without seams, and the colours bright^ 
hard and durable j various printed cotton stuffs, 
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warranted fast colours; earthen ware, yellow and red> 
and stone ware are extensively made ; experiments 
shew, that ware equal to that of Staffordshire might 
be manufactured, if workmen could be procured. 

The supply of excellent patent shot is greater than 
the demand. All the chemical drugs, and mineral 
acids of superior quality, are made by several per- 
sons : also, cards, carding and spinning machines 
for cotton, flax, and wool. Woollen, worsted, and 
thread hosiery have long given employment to our 
German citizens : and recently, cotton stockings have 
been extensively made. 

Paints of twenty-two different colours, brilliant and 
durable, are in common use, from native materials ; 
the supply of which is inexhaustible. The chromate 
of lead, that superb yellow colour, is scarcely equal- 
led by any foreign paint. There are fifteen rope-walks 
in our vicinity. We no longer depend upon Europe 
for excellent and handsome paper hangings, or paste- 
board, or paper of any kind. The innumerable arti- 
cles into which leather enters, are neatly and substan- 
tially made : the article sadlery forms an immense 
item in the list. The leather has greatly improved 
in quality ; the exportation of boots and shoes to 
the southern states is great ; and to the West Indies 
before the interruption to trade, was immense. 
Morocco leather is extensively manufactured. The 
superiority of the carriages, either as respects ex- 
cellence of workmanship, fashion, or finish, has long 
been acknowledged. The type-foundery of Binny & 
Ronaldson, supplies nearly all the numerous printing 
offices in the United States. There are one hundred 
and two hatters in the city and liberties. Tobacco in 
every form, gives employ to an immense capital. The 
refined sugar of Philadelphia has long been celebra- 
ted : ten refineries are constantly at work. Excellent 
japanned and pewter ware : muskets, rifles, fowling 
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pieces and pistols are made with great neatness. The 
cabinet ware is elegant, and widi the manufactory 
of wood generally, is very extensive. The houses, are 
ornamented with msorble of various hues and quali- 
ties, from the quarries near Philadelphia* 

Mars Works, at the comer of Ninth and Vine 
streets, and on the Ridge road, the property of Oli- 
ver Evans, consists of an iron foundery, mould-ma- 
ker's shop, steam engine manufactory, black-smith's 
shop, and mill-stone manufactory, and a steam engine 
used for grinding sundry materials, for the use of the 
works, and for turning and boreing heavy cast and 
wrought iron work. The buildings occupy one hun- 
dred and eighty eight feet front, and about thirty five 
workmen are daily employed. They manufacture 
all cast or wrought iron work, for machinery for 
mills, for grinding grain, or sawing timber; for forged, 
rolling and slitting mills, su^ mills, apple mills, bark 
mills, &c. Pans of all dimensions used by sugar boilers, 
soap boile]rs,&c. Screws of all sizes for cotton presses, 
tobacco presses, paper presses, cast iron gudgeons, and 
boxes for mills and waggons, carriage boxes, &c. and 
all kinds of small wheels and machinery for cotton and 
wool spinning &c.Mr.Evans also makes steam engines 
on improved principles, invented and patented by the 
proprietor, which are more powerful and less compli- 
cated, and cheaper than others; requiring less fuel, 
and not more than one fiftieth part of the coals 
commonly used. The small one in use at the works, 
is on this improved principle, and is of great use in 
facilitating the manufactory of others. The proprie- 
tor has erected one of his improved steam engines 
in t^^e town of Pittsburgh, and employed to drive three 
pair of large millstones with all the machinery for 
cleaning the grain, elevating, spreading and stirring, 
and cooling the meal, gathering and bolting, &c. &c. 
The power is equal to twenty four horses, and will 
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do as much work as seventy-two horses in twenty- 
four hours; it would drive five pair of six feet mill- 
stones, and grind fiv^ hundred bushels of wheat in 
twenty-four hours. 

All kinds of castings are also made at the Eagle 
works, on Schuylkill, belonging to S. & W. Richards. 

Breweries — Distilleries. 

Beer was brewed in Philadelphia for several years 
before the revolutionary war, and soon after peace 
the more substantial porter was made by the late Mr. 
Robert Hare. Until within three or four years, the 
consumption of that article had greatly increased, 
and is now the common table drink of every family 
in easy circumstances. The quality of it is truly ex- 
cellent : to say that it is equal to any of London, 
the usual standard for exceUence, would undervalue 
it, because as it regards either wholesome qualities 
or palatableness, it is much superior ; no other in- 
gredients entering into the composition than malt^- 
hops, and pure water : and yet to a foreign porter 
palate, accustomed to the impression left by the com» 
bination of the heterogenous compound called Eng- 
lish malt liquor,* our home brewed stuflF will no 
doubt appear insipid. A fair experiment has shewn 
them, that even so far back as 1790,f Philadelphia 
porter bore the warm climate of Calcutta, and came 
back uninjured- In ^807, orders were given by the 
merchants of Calcutta, after tasting some of it taken 

♦ It appears from British publications, that owing to the exces- 
sive duty upon hops and malt in England, very little of those 
articles are now used in the manufacture of beer, porter, and ale. 
The substitutes ^ffe tobacco, aloes, liquorice, quassia root, and 
green vitriol. ^i 

f Carey's Anerican Museum, vol. 10. p. 7. 
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out as sti3res, tor sixty hogsheads. Whhm a ^w 
years, pale ate of the first qoaHl^is brewed, and justly 
esteemed, being light,- s^ghdy,. and free from tiiat 
bitterness which distinguishes porter.^ Coleman's 
deserves particular notiee* The quantity of each 
particular mah liqucHr brewed ia Philadelphia, can- 
not be given, as there is no excise, lior duty up- 
on hops cm: malt, uid if there be no other mode of 
ascertaining the point, it is^to be hoped we shall 
ever riemam ignorant on the subject. Great quan- 
tities of porter, ale, and beer, are exported to the other 
States. The hops are almost entirdy brought from 
New En^and ; much of the barley comes from the 
ssime quarter, especially Rhode Island. 

The distilleries of rum, whiskey, and for rectifying, 
are numerous: and the improvements in the art are ge- 
neral and great. Th^ preperation of gin has become an 
important business, and its exportation regular and 
extensive. We still however, want the knowledge of 
the peculiar art, of giving it that flavour which justly 
genders the Holland gin so deservedly esteemed. 
The discovery of the principle upon which this de- 
pends, remains for some enterprizing American. 

The taste and merit of the mechanics are esdiib- 
ited in no respect more clearly, than in the general 
eonstruction of shipping ; which commonly sail well, 
wcwk easily, and are very strong. Various improve- 
ments, it is understood, have been introduced, tend- 
ing to increase their capacity, without diminishing 
their strength or power of sailing. In the accommo^ 
dations too, and arrangements for passengers, when 
built with that view, they are very convenient. Their 
e;i:temal appearance is much improved by the skill of 
that excellent carver, William Rudi, who without 
the advantage of seeing dxxy good models, or hav- 
ing any instruction from great masters, has arrived 
to much eminence in his art, and is thought to sur" 
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pass any naval carver in Europe. This is a bold 
assertion ; but the volimtary expression of admira-^ 
tion excited in Europe by his elegant fignu'es, and tiie 
opportunities of comparison with ^ works of Eu^ 
ropeans, afforded by commerce, in every part of the 
world, and even the opinion of British artists, may 
be adduced in its justification* The striking Ukenesa 
of Mr. John Adams, late president of Ae United 
States, as a head for the frigate bearing his name, £Uid 
of others, from memory alone, are fidl proofs of the 
powers of his mind, and the success of hb chisel. 

Before the American war, a considerable spirit 
prevailed for the culture of the silk worm : and a so- 
ciety was dstablished for its encouragement, with ar 
fund for the purchase of the raw material. The 
dommon black mulberry, was found to answer well 
for the food of the insect. A filature was also 
erected under the direction of the society, on the 
present site of the University in Ninth street. In: 
one instance, a lady in the vicinity of Philadelphia, 
raised on her father*s farm, as many worms as pro- 
duced a piece of silk, of more dian fifty yards in 
length ; it was manufactured in London, under the 
care of Dr. Franklin, in 1772. 

The fbllowing is a short abstract of the marshal's 
report of the Manufactures in the city and county of 
Philadelphia. 

Looms . - - 273 
Spinning-wheels, - 3,648 



Oil Mifls, 

Carriage makers, 

Soap and Candle makers, 
Glue Manufactures, 

Distilleries 

Sugar Refineries^ 



IT 

28 
14 

ts 

ID 



{value 
year 



f gallons 
1.1810, 



of work last 
8498,500 

distilled in 
12,83818 
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Ropewalks, 


15 


Potteries, 


16 


Tobacco and SnuiF, 


27 


Copper Brass and Tin, 


44 


Hatters Shops, 


102 


Paper Mills, 
Printing Offices, 


7 


51 


Cutlers, - - - 


28 


Gunsmiths 


10* 


Glass works, 


2 



The above is generally deemed under the actual 
number of the distilleries, mechanics and manufactu- 
rers. 

PresS'-^Histortf'-^Prog'resS'^Present state. 

Among the numerous respectable men, and useful 
mechanics, who early emigrated to the new world, 
was William Bradford, printer, who in less than six 
weeks after the city was founded, established a press. 



* A,bstract of the amount of the annual manufactures, manufa<:- 
luring establishments, &c. in the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia, as per the return of the assistants to the marshal of the dis- 
trict, for th^ year I8jl0. 

Manufactures in Flax, Hemp, Wool, and Cotton, g4,279,174 

In Grain, Fruit, &c 15,778,424 

In Leather, 3,155,967 

In Lead, 296,800 

Inlron, 5,869,487 

In Tanneries 1,607,804 

ManufacturinGT Establishments in Cotton, Wool, 7 ^ n.,^ n^i 

Hemp, and Flax,5 ^'-^•^l*"^! 

Hats 1,296,346 

Paper, &c 1^27,766 

l^gceUaneous, . . . g7,883,892 
964,966 
6j3,ll3 

■ ■ ■ M ..... 9,451,941 

g44,l94,740 
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The first specimen of his work, is a sheet almahac,^ 
for the year 1687, in twelve compartments ; the year 
beginning with March, and ending with February, as 
was usu^, before the 18th century. A copy of this 
first specimen of American typography, is preserved 
in the public library of Philadelphia. The place of 
his residence is not certainly known: but in 1689, 
another work, on the subject of the New England 
Churches, by G. Keith, is dated in that year, in 
Philadelphia. — Disputes having arisen in the So- 
ciety of Friends, Bradford took part with the mi- 
nority, and published the pamphlets of Keith atid 
Thomas Budd, against the governing party, which 
occasioned the imprisonment of himself and friends, 
and induced him after his liberation, to settle in New 
York,f to which place he removed in 1690. 

Reinier Jansen, evidently a Dutchman by name, 
but of whose history, no facts are on record; manag- 
ed Bradford's Press in Pennsylvania in his own name, 
after the removal of the latter to New York, until 
the year 1712, when Andrew Bradford, son of WiK 
liam, came from New York, and from that time un- 
til ir23, was the only printer in the colony. In 
171 9, he printed the first newspaper in Pennsylvania, 
in company with John Copson ; it was entitled the 
" Am:erican Weekly Mercury," and printed on a 
half sheet of paper.* He also printed the Almanacs 
of Jacob Taylor, Titan Leed, John Jerman, and 
William Birket for several years. — In 1723, a se- 

• The title of this work, is '* An Almanac for the year of the 
ChrisUan account, 1687; particularly respecting the meridian 
and latitude of Burlington, but may mdifferently suit all places 
adjacent. By Daniel Leeds, Student in Agriculture. Printed and 
gold by William Bradford, near Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania 
pro. Anno. 1687."— Thomas's History of Printing, p. 1—8. , 

t The particulars are detailed in the History of Printing, in 
America, by Isaiah Thomas : a work which will amply repay the 
reader for Uie perusaL 
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cond printing office was opened by Samuel Keimer, 
of whom several curious anecdotes are given by Dr. 
Franklin,* and I. Thomas. — He printed the second 
newspaper in Pennsylvania, commencing December 
24, 1728, and entitled the "Universal Instructor in 
all Arts and Sciences, and Pennsylvania Gazette." 
It was a folio sheet. After the return of Franklin 
from England (in 1727,) he united for a short time 
with Hugh Meridith, and continued Keimer's pa- 
per, on a whole or a half sheet, as occasion required. 
In 1747-8, it was published by Franklin ^and D. 
Hall, on a whole sheet, crown iolio, and afterward* 
enlarged. The successors of Hall, continue this pa- 
per weekly under the title of the " Pennsylvania Ga- 
zette." 

William Bradford, grandson of the first William, 
commenced printing a weekly paper in 1 742, which 
Was continued by him and his successors until about the 
year 1797. Various others succeeded,! some of which 
were given up, and some continue. A German news- 
paper was printed weekly in Philadelphia, so early as 
1743, by Joseph Crellius, under the direction of the 
late Rev. Dr. Smith, provost of the college of Phila- 
delphia, who had also the management of the German 
press, an appointment he received from a benevolent 
society in London, instituted for " promoting religi- 



• Franklin's life, 
t Pennsylvania Chronicle From 1767 to 177? Goddard 
Pen. Packet 1771 Dunlap 

Pen. Ledger 1775 1776 Humphreys 

Pen. Evening' Post 1775 Towne 

Pen. Mercury 1775 1775 Story and 

Humphreys 
Phila. Gazette German 1762 1779^ 

Freeman's Journal 1781 1792 BaUey 

Independent Gazetteer 1781 1796 Oswald 

+ Thomas's History of Frintini^. 
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o«s knowledge among the Germans in Pennsylva- 
nia." A German paper h?id been printed quarterly 
in the year 1739, at Germantown, seven miles from 
Philadelphia, by C. Sower, who cast his own types, 
and made his own ink. It was afterwards printed 
monthly, and in 1744, every week, under the tide of 
*'The Gerinantown Gazette, by C. Sower, jun." until 
some time in the revolutionary war. 

The '' Pennsylvania Packet, or General Adverti- 
ser,'* was first printed weekly by John Dunlap in im, 
and continued at Lancaster from 1778 to 1779, 
while the British had possession of Philadelphia: on 
the evacuation of the city, it was published twice a 
week ; in the year 1784, in conjunction with David 
C; Claypoole, who had served his time with Mr. 
Dunlap, it was printed daily ; this was the first daily 
paper printed in the United States. — In 1801, the 
paper was sold to Zathariah Poulson, who continues 
it to this day, under a very respectable patronage, — 
the title is " The American Daily Advertiser.'' 

At present there are printed in Philadelphia, eight 
daily papers, — ^viz. 

Morning'* 
Poulson's American Daily Advertiser, 1784 
Duane, . . Aurora, . 1790 

Bradford . True American, 1797 

M'Corkle . Freeman's Journal, 1804 

Evening. 
Relf . Philadelphia Gazette. 1788 

Bronson • Gazette U. States. 1791 

Jackson . Register, . 1804 

Binns . Democratic Press. 1807 

Three times a week* 
Duane, McCorkle, Binns. 
Tivice (i week* 
Bronson. 
Weekly* 
Hall and Pierie ^Pennsylvania Gazette. 
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Duaxie 

Biiiins 

T Z'g ^^""^^""'X Ameritanischer Beobachtcr. 

* Sai^i ^^^^^ 
Repertory 

* Helmbold Tickkr— occasionally* 
It has been a^ertaiiied that 19,298 impressions 

of the above pap^s are distributed every week.f 

It may he useful to notice the other periodical and 
literary works^ published in Ibrmer times in. Phila- 
de^hia. 

In 1741, Franklin attempted ^* the General Ma- 
gazine, a^d Historical Chronicle, in 12 mo. price 
1^. per annum," but continued it only six months. 

A. Bradford prwated in 1741 for the editor and^ 
proprietor, John, Webbe, " The American Maga- 
zine, in 8vo." two numbers of which only appeared. 

In 1757, William Bradford, printed " The Ame- 
rican Magazine, or Monthly Chronicle," for the 
British colonies ; By a society of gentlemen. Three 
numbers only were printed. 

In 1769, Lewis Nichola, published "The Ame- 
rican Magazine," each numbercontaining 48 pages. 
I,t ended with the year^ " Tne Benny Post," by 
Potts, succeeded fcH* a few months. 

In 1771, John M'Gibbons published a few num- 
bers of " The Royal Spiritual Magazine." 

In 1775, the ktie RcAert Aitken published « The 
Pennsylvania Maga;^ine, or American Monthly 
Museum," the editor of which was Thomas Paine. 
It was well conducted, and may be read at the pre- 
sent day with entertainment and profit. It began in 
January 1775, and closed in July 1776. 



*^ Thomas enumerates 71 papers in the state of Fennsylvanift. 
t Robinson's Directory. 
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In the yeftr 1779^ Francis Bailey, printed nine 
numbers ©f the " United Statesi Magaiine/' 

In the year 1786, the " Columbian Magazine" 
was began by Madiew Carey, Charles Cist and 
William Spottswood. It was published montlily, for 
about eight years. Shortly after it^ commencement, 
the sole proprietorship devolved upon William 
Spottswood, who, after the lapse of about three 
years, sold it to Mr. William Young, who finally 
discontinued it in 1793. Considering the situation 
of the country at the time, this work was respecta- 
bly ctmducted. 

In January 1787, Mathew Carey commenced the 
publication of the American Museum, which was 
intended to combine the plan of a comthon miscel* 
laneous magazine, and historical chronicle, or regis- 
ter of the times. It was ably conducted, and it is 
sincerely to be regretted that want of encourage- 
ment obliged the editor and proprietor to relinquish 
his useful labours. Twelve volumes in a regular se- 
ries were published. A thirteenth volume was pub- 
lished in 1798* Every public library in the United 
States, ought to possess a copy of this work. 

Previously to the establishment of the federal go« 
vemment, the book trade was of small account ; 
some foreign works of merit were however pub*- 
lished. But at the sera mentioned, the business par- . 
took of that increased life and vigour, which the new 
state of public affairs universally diffused. Since 
that time, the increase of printing, Mid of the art^ 
connected therewith, have been very rapid in Phila- 
delphia. 

In 1786, four book-sellers thought an edition of 
the New Testament, for schools, a work of risque, 
requiring much consultation previously to the deter- 
mination of the measure : yet such was the rapid . 
progress of things, that in 1790, one of Uie book- 

H 
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sellers above referred to, thought it safe to risque 
the publication of the ENCYCLOPiEDiA, in eighteen 
quarto volumes, and even promised that it should be 
improved. When the first half volume was publish- 
ed, in 17dO, he had but 246 subscribers, and could 
only procure two or three engravers. One thousand 
copies of the first volume were printed : two thou- 
sand of the second ; and when h^ had completed the 
eighth, the subscription extendedjso far as to render 
it necessary to reprint the first. He then found diffi- 
culty in procuring printers for the work»^ 

In 1792, Ebenezer Hazard Esq. published a quar- 
to volume of " Historical collections," intended as 
materials for a history of the United States, and ano- 
ther in 1794. These collections were the result of 
much assiduous application, and made imder the 
patronage of Congress, whose recommendation pro- 
cured him access to the records of the state legisla- 
tures. 

The quarto Bible, set up by Mathew Carey, in Phi- 
ladelphia, was the first standing Bible, of that size, in 
the world, and is even now, the only one of separate 
types. These were cast by Binney and Ronaldson, of 
Philadelphia. Printing is now executed in a style 
equal to that of any country in Europe ; and some 
specimens of truly superb work,- as Barlow's Colum- 
biad, and Willson's Oniithology, have been sent 
forth. The plates in Bradford and Inskeep's edition 
of Ree's Cyclopsedia, now in progress, are much su- 
perior to those in the original English work; and 
the printing, fully equal thereto. 

The number of volumes printed in Philadelphia, 
annually, are calculated at 500,000. ='«' There are fifty- 
one printing offices, which have 153 presses.f 

* Hopkinson's oration before the Academy of Fine Arts. No- 
vember, 1810.-;p. 19. ' 

f Ilobinson's Directory, for 1811, 
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There are upwards of sixty engravers in Philadel- 
phia, and twenty more would find constant employ. 
The improvement of the art has been very conside- 
rable, within a few years past. 

Periodical Publications. 

The following periodical works are at present pub- 
Ibhed in Philadelphia. 

Monthly. 

1. The Port Folio, by Joseph Dennie : a miscel- 
laneous work. It was at first a weekly sheet, and 
commenced in 1801. Bradford and Inskeep. Price S6. 

2. Mirror of Taste and Dramatic Censor. T. B. 
Zantzinger, & Co. Price g8. 

3. Select Reviews and Spirit of the Magazines. 
By E. Bronscm, and others, 1809. Earl. Price g5. 

. ^arterly. 

4. Medical Museum. By J. R. Coxe, M. D. — 
Humphreys. 7 vols. Price g2. 

5. Eclectic Repertory, and Analytical Review, 
Medical and Philosophical ; by a society of Physi- 
cians, 1810. Earl. Price S3. 

6. Archives of Useful Knowledge. Devoted to 
commerce, manufactures, rural and domestic econo- 
my, agriculture, and the useful arts. By James 
Mease, M. D.— Hogan. Price gi2. 

7. American Review of history, politics, and ge- 
neral repository of. literature and state papers. By 
Robert Walsh, jun. — Farrand and Nicholls. Price S6. 
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Semi-annually* 

S. American Register, or General Repository of 
History, Politics and Science. Commenced in 1806. 
7 volumes. — C.^ and A. Conrad. Price S53 25. 

Occasional Law Reports^ 

Reports of cases adjudged in the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania. By Horace Binney. Farrand and 
NichoUs. Two volumes have been published, Price 
ge each. 

Reports of cases adjudged in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, of the first district. By P. A. Browne. 
1 vol. — D. Hogan. Price S53. 

Fcrmer Governm^t qf Philadelphia. 

The first frame of Government published by Penn 
in England, for his new Province, had evidently been 
drawn from the celebrated "Oceana'^ of Harrington ; 
a work which theoretical writers have supposed, ex- 
hibits the best picture of a perfect Commonwealths 
Penn soon found i^on bringmg his principles to the 
test of experience,^ that they were not suited to the 
multiplied wants of men busding in the scenes of 
active life, nor to cali^i the jealousies and ccmtend- 
ing interests of a people engaged in the arduous task 
of subduing the wilderness. 

The government was vested in a Governor, and 
freemen constituting a council ; one third of which 
was to be chosen for three years^ one third for two 
years, and one third for one year, in such a manner 
that ther^ should be an annual succession of 
twenty four new members. The council was to con- 
sist of seventy two members, to be chosen by the 
freemen; the governor, or his" representative was 



d by Google 



FORMER GOVERNMENT. ~ 89 

to be perpetual President, but only had a treble 
vote. The general assembly in the true democratic 
style, was at first to consist of all the freemen ; af- 
terwards of two hundred, and never to exceed five 
himdred. 

This singular frame was abolished in a few months 
after the arrival of Penn, and another granted on the 
second of April 1^83 : but such was the difficulty of 
either fi?:ing on the most eligible form, or of fully 
satisfying the adventurers, that this was also given 
up, as well as another passed on the seventh of Nor 
vember 1696 ; and it was not until the year 1701,* 
during the last visit of the proprietary, that the charter 
was granted which lasted until the commencement of 
the American revolution. 

The charter of the city of Philadelphia was dated 
the 25th October 17^01. Before that day, Philadel- 
phia was called the town. 

By this charter William Penn nominated the first 
nriayor, i-ecorder, aldermen and common councilmen, 
and granted them, among other privileges and fran- 
chises, that of electing others to supply vacancies, and 
even to increase their own number at pleasure ; the 
public grounds were granted to them by the name of 
the* mayor and commonalty of the city of Philadel- 
phia, but the commonalty had no share in the gov- 
ernment or estate of the city, the whole body being 
self-elective, and not accountable to the citizens in 
any respect. It would be difficult to account for so 
extraordinary a charter from the wisdom of William 
Penn, did not we know that among the first settFers^ 
were a considerable number from the city of Biistol 
inEngland, whose charter granted at an early period, 
before the rights of the commonalty were well under- 

* 28th October. 
H 2 
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Stood, had been familiarized by habit, which indu- 
ced them to request a similar one : a copy of the 
Bristol charter was accordingly procured, and with 
little variations adopted. It was not long however, 
before the commonalty began to be dissatisfied with 
it, and to make frequent complaints to the assem- 
bly, of the abuses that were practised under it ; ma- 
ny of whirfi appear upori the minutes of the house. 
At an eany period alter the charter, the legislative 
powers of this corporation were very limited : they^ 
could not levy a shilling by taxes, fof any use what* 
ever, and could employ the income of the city estates 
only for the use and embellishment of the city ; where* 
fore we see few monuments raised to preserve the 
memory of that corporation. Although the first men 
for integrity and abilities to be found in the city, were 
elected into the office of the body politic, yet such is 
the nature of unlimited power, not accountable to th6 
people, that it will divert the best men from purpo- 
ses, which, before they were invested with the pow- 
er, they would have highly approved. The jealousy 
which the citizens entertained of the corporation, per- 
vaded the general assembly of the province ; and 
when the lighting, watching, and paving the city be- 
came a desirable object, the representatives of the 
freemen would not entrust the corporation alone with 
the power of raising or expending the money neces- 
sary for these purposes ; they would not however 
cast such a reflection on the respectable characters 
of which that body was composed, as wholly to vest 
these powers with others : but pursued a middle line, 
and constituted two separate bodies, by the names of 
city wardens and street commissioners, to the former 
of whom, the lighting and watching, and to the latter, 
rfic paving of the streets, was committed ; the mayor 
or recorder, and four of the aldermen concurring 
with each body, in laying the taxes and prescribing 
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the mode of expending them ; thus the city legisht* 
tkm (at these purposes, became compounded of tw0 
branches : the wardens and commissioners immedi* 
ately elated by the people, m the sante manner as 
their representatives; in assembly, constituted the de- 
mocratic 5 and the mayor and aldermen^ the aristo- 
cratic branch. These bodies, thus compounded, con- 
ducted the business committed to them, with great 
harmony ; nor is there the least recollection of any 
disagreement between them : the taxes were laid 
with equality^ ciollected with moderation, and expend- 
ed for the real use and improvement of the city : one 
complaint only, had foundation^ which arose from 
the nature, radier than from any atbuse of the pow- 
ers : the number of wardens and street commission- 
lers was so great, as at very moderate wages, to ren- 
der those boards too expensive* 

For the honour of the late corporation it trught not 
to be omitted, that the mayor's court was always fill- 
ed with an able lawyer for the recorder, and ano- 
ther for the prosecution of criminal offences : and 
such was the orderly and upright administration of 
justice in it, that no court in the province, or perhaps 
any other country, exceeded it; 

The legislature convened after the declaration of 
independence declared, by an act passed during their 
first session " That the powers and jurisdiction hither- 
to exercised by the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of 
the city of Philadelphia^ were not founded on the au- 
thority of the people, and are therefore become null 
and void." Wherefore, by that and several subsequent 
acts, the powers pf the corporation were distributed 
between the supreme executive council, the city ma- 
gistrates,and the wardens and street commissioners, 
who exercised them from the year 1 777 to 1 789. The 
prejudices which had no foundation as to corporations 
in general, but only against the constitution of the late 
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corporation of the city, were however so strong, that 
the people could scarcely be prevailed on to submit to 
a new incorporation. The defects in the administra- 
tion of justice, and the police of the city, at length 
became so glaring, as to be seen by all classes of peo- 
ple ; and they were prepared for an act of incorpora- 
tion. 

Present Governments 

The law for incorporating the city of Philadelphia, 
was passed on the 11th of March, 1809, and has been 
amended by several supplements. It may be impor- 
tant to mention the occasion of one of these supple- 
ments. A very wise law had been passed, to prevent 
the erection of wooden buildings, in the thickly set- 
tled parts of the city : and on the penalty of the law 
being about to be enforced, it was held, by some great 
law characters, that as fines, penalties and forfeit- 
ures inured to the benefit of the corporation, no free- 
man thereof was competent to prove the breach of 
the said ordinances, u^asmuch as the same would 
operate a diminution of his share of contribution for 
supporting such' corporation : but the legislature 
considering that it would be in some cases imprac- 
ticable to prove breaches of laws by any other testi- 
mony, or to determine respecting the same, before 
any other than judges or jurors liable to such ex- 
ceptions, and that the interest of each individual 
in the application of such fines and forfeitures, is 
too inconsiderable to give an improper bias to his 
testimony, resolved in ir99, that every freeman of the 
city or any corporate town, shall be qualified as a 
witness to prove a breach of the or4inances, except 
he be a pauper, called to give testimony touching 
the breach of any ordinance by which fines or 
penalties are appropriated, and out of which he re- 
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ceives alms, or pensions^ Courts^ aldefnaen and bur- 
gesses are also qualified to decide respecting breach- 
es of the ordinances and by-laws ; and freemen to 
be competent jurymen, notwithstanding th^ir interest 
as members of the corporation. 

There are two legislative branches, viz. Select and 
Common Councils. The first consist of twelve, the 
latter of twenty members. 

One third of the Select, and the whole of the 
Common Council are chosen annually by the people, 
at the general election on the second Tuesday of Octo- 
ber, and their first business is to appoint a mayor for 
one year, from among the body of aldermen. The . 
recorder, and aldermen, of whom there are fifteen, 
ftre appointed by the governor during good behaviour. 
Both are required to take an oath for the faith- 
ful performance of their duties. 

The whole legisWive power of the corporation ^ 
is vested exclusively in the councils^, who act '$» 
separate and distinct bodies, and are authorised 
*' to make, ordaun, constitute and establish such laws, 
provided the same shall not be repugnant to the 
laws and constitution of the commonwealth, as shall 
be necessary for the government and welfare of the 
city." They are required to publish their laws in 
two or more newspapers of the city, within ten days 
after their being passed, otherwise they shall be null 
and void : and jgre to be recorded in the ofRce of 
the recorder of deeds. Councils deliberate with open 
doors. 

The mayor and aldermen have severally the 

powers of a justice of peace and oyer and terminer. 

The salary of the former is two thousand dollars 

■ annually, besides fees of office. That of the latter is 

one thousand dollars, with some fees. 

He is authorized to appoint a legal character, to 
be attorney for the corporation, whose duty it is 
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to draught all bonds, obligations and contracts, &c. 
requisite to be done and made between the corpo- 
ration and the citizens ; to prosecute all suits brought 
by the corporation, and to- defend all actions com- 
menced against it, and to furnish the councils and 
mayor with his opinions on any subject which may 
be submitted to him^ 

He also appoints the city commissioners, the high 
constables, watchmen, the corders of wood at the 
public landings, and all other officers of the corpora* 
tidn, except tfiose of the council, and the city trea- 
surer, * . 

The corporate title is, " The Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Citizens of Philadelphia.'^ 

The organization of the city government is upon 
the plan of our State Constitution, and the various 
branches composing it are justly balanced, and their 
powers distinct. . The whole authority in the first in- 
stance emanates from the people, the whole are 
amenable for misconduct, and at various but stated 
times, the officers return to the mass of citizens* 
The Common Council *represents the freemen ; and 
the danger of hasty resolutions, which so often dis- 
grace single legislatures, is guarded against by the 
election of the Select Council, whose concurrence 
is essential to the adoption of a final measure. 

The mayors in succession since the last incorpo- 
ration, have been, Samuel Powel^ Samuel Miles, Mat- 
thew Clarkson, John Barclay, Hilary Baker, John 
Innskeep, Matthew Lawler, John Inskeep, Robert 
Wharton, John Barker, Robert Wharton. 

The recorders, Alexander WiUcox, Moses Levy, 
Mahlon Dickerson, Joseph Reed. 

Solicitor, William MerideA. / 
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District of Sauthtoark* 

In 1794, the district of Southwark was incorpora- 
ted. It is bounded on the North by the south side 
of Cedar street, on the West by the west side of 
Passyunk road ; on the South, by a line commencing 
at Wharton's place, running Eastward until it strikes 
Keelor's lane at Moyamensing road, following said 
lane to the Point road ; thence a due east course to 
the Delaware river* The board of commissioners^ 
consists of fifteen members, one third of whom are 
chosen annually. The ahnual tax is about 554,500. 

Northern Liberties. 

In 1803, the inhabitants, of that part of the North- 
em Liberties lying between the west side of Sixth 
street and the river Delaware, and between Vine 
street and Cohocksink creek, were incorporated, and 
are to have perpetual succession, and empowered to 
acquire and hold real and personal estate. Five com- 
missioners are annually chosfeti to serve for three 
years, who make the usual municipal regulations, 
and execute all the powers incident to the corpora- 
tion. Their accounts are to be annually published. 

Circuit and District Courts. 

The sittings of two of the federal courts, are held 
in Philadelphia, for the Pennsylvania district. The 
Circuit court may, when circumstances^ in the opinion 
of the judges, require, sit at York Town, in this dis- 
trict. The District court, generally sits in the city ; 
%ut may hold its session in any part of the district. 
The stated sessions of. the circuit court are held 
twice in every year, viz. On the 11th days of 



d by Google 



96 FEDERAL COURTS. 

April and Octxjber. But it may hold special ses- 
sions, when circumstances render them necessary. 
It is a court of much and important business ; which 
is dispatched with commendable promptitude. Its 
judges are now, BuArod Washington^ one erf the 
associate judges of the supreme court of the United 
States, with whoin is associated, agreeably to law, 
Richard Peters, the district judge. Either judge, in 
die absence of the other, may hold the court. It is a 
court of original jurisdiction, in most of its duties : 
but it is appellate, in cases of appe^s from Ac final 
decisions of the district court : and such appeals are 
decided by the judge of the supreme court alone. 
Errors in point of law are also subjects for the cog- 
nizance and review of this court, when legally brought 
up from the district court. It has crimmsd, admiral- 
ty, common law, and chancery jurisdiction. The 
two first are exclusive of the state jurisdiction. Bat 
the crimes, whereof cognizance is here taken, mast 
be only those committed against the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, or the laws of nations. The parties in 
civil suits at common law, and in chancery, must be 
-On one side or theodier, either a foreigner, or a citi- 
zen of another state, adverse to each other. One citi- 
zen of this state cannot, in this court, on the com- 
mon law, or chancery sides, sue another citizen of 
the state, though either be associated with a foreigner, 
or a citizen of another state. One only of the parties 
must be a resident citizen of the state, in suits at com- 
mon law, or in chancery, in which citizens, or a citi- 
zen, is or are, a party or parties, in the cause. 

Appeals from or exceptions to the decisions or di- 
rections of this court, 'tn points of law or in final 
decrees in admiralty or cjlancery cases, lie to the 
supreme court of the United States. It seems settled, 
that the jury may take upon them to decide both the 
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law and the fact, in criminal cases in this cotirty and 
in other courts of the United States. 

It is a prominent feature in the federal jurisdiction, 
that the, courts are tribunals for national and exteri- 
torial questions ; as well as for individual contro- 
versies wherein foreigners, or citizens of other 
states than those in which suits are brought, are 
concerned. When suits are brought in state courts 
against foreigners, or citizens of other states, and 
especially where titles to lands held are in question 
under grants from different states, the causes may, in 
certain stages of them, be removed to a federal court. 
The District Court is held by the district 
Judge alone. It has four stated terms, in each year 
—viz. on the third Mondays of the months of 
May, August, November, and February. Special 
sessions are held weekly ; and oftener, when business 
requires. This court has four sides ; viz. 

1. Common Law, to a limited extent. 2. Crimi- 
nal, where punishment corporal, or by fines, or im- 
prisonment, does not exceed a certain limit. 3. Reve- 
nue or ExcHEquER, comprehending all fiscal subjects, 
cognizable under the laws of the United States, 
within the district, in a judiciary tribunal. 4. Admi- 
ralty. This court has original and exclusive cog- 
nizance, with a few recent exceptions, oi all revenue 
eases. It has also cognizance original and exclusive 
of all admiralty cases ; and it is as a portion of ad- 
miralty jurisdiction, a prize court. All suits, in reve- 
nue and admiralty cases, must be commenced, and 
in the first instance decided in this court. But ap- 
peals from final decisions lie to the circuit court. It 
is a court of much and incessant business ; requiring 
the constant attention of the judge. 

Many causes here are weighty, both in amount, 
principle, and intricacy. Causes of all descriptions, 
must be first finally decided in this court, before they 

I 
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can (if 80 inl^iided) go up to superior courts ; unkss^ 
by consent, decrees pro forma, are obtained ; and 
diisy to accelerate their progress, is sometinEies d(me. 
The decree of ^e district court is final, and not sub* 
ject to revision in all cases of seamen's wages, 
where the demand does not exceed fifty dollars. 

Certain judges of the state may hear and deter- 
mine cases on Habeas Corpus, though within the fed- 
eral jvirisdiction. Specified cases, such as treascm, 
piracy, murder, are excepted ; and must be heard, 
by a federal judge ; or one of the state, designated* 

Magistrates of the state, may cause offenders 
against the criminal laws of the United States, to 
be apprehended; and bind, them over for trial, to 
the proper court of the United States. They may 
also hear in a summary way, cm citations, contro- 
versies about mariners' wages. But the dissatisfied 
party, or in case of neglect or refusal to comply 
with the decision of a magistrate by the respondent, 
the complainant, <m the certificate of the magistrate^ 
may take out process from the District Court for its 
final decision. 

Clerk of the Circuit aud District Courts, David 
CaldweU. Office, 180 Chesnut street. 

Marshal of the district of Pennsylvania, John 
Smith. Office, 102 South Eighth street. 

The, Circuit and District Courts sit in the district 
court room, formerly occiq>ied as the senate cham- 
ber of the United States, in the county court house, % 
comer of Chesnut and Sixth streets. 

STATE LAW COURTS* 

1. Civil Co^t^. 

1. The Supreme court ; which possesses original 
jurisdiction in civil cases, where the matter in con- 
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trovcrsy is of the value of five hundred doHars and 
upwards ; appellate jurisdiction, by writ of error, to 
the court of common pleas, without limitation of 
amount ; and has a general superintending authority 
over all inferior jurisdictions. The regular terms are 
in December and March— and there are sittings, for 
the trijd of causes by jury before a single judge, 
from time to time as the court appoint. Courte of 
Nisi Prius are also held during thirty-three weeks, 
in every year, if the business, of the court require.^ 
President, William Tilghman. Associates, Jasper 
Tates and H. H. Brackenridge. 

2. Common Fleas. 

By a law of March 1811, the original jurisdictum 
of this court, in all civil cases, is confined to contro- 
versies in which die sum does not exceed one him- 
dred dollars ; acticms for sums above that amount, 
are to be tried in the new ^^ district court.'' The 
fxnut of conmion pleas has an apellate jurisdiction, 
by appeal from the judgments of aldermen smd jus- 
tices, and by certiorari; and is also invested by the 
legislature equally widi the supreme courts, with the 
power of granting and proceeding on writs of parti- 
tion, at the suit of any tenant in common, joint tenant, 
or copartner. President, Jacob Rush. Assistants, John 
€^er, J. Conrad. It is held four times in each year. 

3. District Court. 

At the last session of the legislature, a new court, 
called the " District Court for the city and county . 
of Philadelphia" was established for the space of six 
years, composed of a president with the salary of 
^ two thousand 4pllars, and two associates of five hun- 
dred dollart J any two of whom, in case of the ah- 
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sence or inabiUty of the other, shall have power tp 
determine all civil pleas^ and exercise the same pow- 
ers, as are now vested in the court of common pleas, 
provided that the sum in controversy shall exceed 
.one hundred dollars. 

After the first Monday in June next^ all causes de- 
pending in the common pleas, are to be transferred 
to this court, if the sum be above one hundred dollars. 

No suit shall be removed to the district court by 
certiorari or habeas corpus ; but in all causes, the final 
judgment of the said district court may be aflirmed 
or reversed on a writ of error from the supreme 
court, in a similar manner, and subject to the same 
limitations and provbions, under which writs of erroF 
are now issued from the supreme court of common 
pleas of the city and county of Philadelphia. 

This district court is to hold four terms in each 
year, viz. in* June, September, December, and 
March: if necessary, the judges may sit daily at least 
nine months in die year ; provided that the determi- 
nation of no cause or action should be delayed beyond 
the fourth term, if the parties be prepared for trisd 
at the times appointed by the court. If the judges 
delay a cause, in readiness for trial, it shall constitute 
a misdemeanor in office. The court is to be opened 
cm the first Monday in May, 1810; and the first re- 
turn day of writs is on the first Monday in June. The 
Prothonatory of the court of common pkas, performs 
the duties of Prothonatory in this court. 

President, Joseph Hemphill. Assistants, Jacob 
Sommer, Anthony Simmons, 

4. The Orphan^s Court ; composed of the judges 
of the Court of Common Pleas or any two of them, 
and possessing very extensive and important powers " 
in relation to the appointment of guardians for mi- 
nors, the settleinents,' divisions, and . distribution of 
intestate's estates, and the settlement of the accounts, 
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and controid of the conduct of guardians, executors 
and administrators. 

It sits on the third Friday in every month. 

5. The Register's Court ; composed of the Register 
of Wills and any two judges of the Court of Commcm 
Pleas, and exercising a jurisdiction, sometimes ori- 
ginal and sometimes l^ £^>peal from the register^ 
m controversies about administrations, the probate 
of viUs, &c. 

It is held {torn time to time as occasions arise* 

Aldermen and justices of the peace, who by se-* 
veral acts of assembly have individually, a specisd 
jurisdiction fthe former in the city and the latter in 
the county) m certain cases of debt or demand not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, and of damages for 
trespass not exceeding twenty dollars, subject as to 
the former, to an appeal, to the Court of Conunon 
Pleas in all cases where the sum is above twenty 
dollars, and in some cases where it is less, and as to 
both, to a revision of their i»*oceedings by certiorari^ 

Criminal Courts. 

1. Courts of Oyer and Terminer, and general 
jail delivery. The judges c^ the Supreme court, art 
by die constitution, justices of Oyer and Terminer 
in the several counties. And the judges of the com- 
mon Pleas (or any two of them, the president being 
one) in Aeir respective counties, for the trial oF 
capital and other offenders. The courts are usually 
held alternately by the judges of the supreme court, 
and of the common pleas, about once in each year f 
and ^ough their jurisdiction is general, they com* 
monly take cognizance of such offences only, as are 
either not cognizable by the quarter sessions, or 
being so, are attended in their perpetration^ with 
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circumstances of extraordhtary atrocity, requiring 
^emplary punishment. 

S. Court of Quarter Sessions, composed of the 
judges of the Court of Common Pleas, or any two 
of them ; possesses a jurisdiction over oflfences com- 
mitted within the county of Philadelphia, not perhaps 
definable by any general terms as to the subject of 
it, but exercised only in cases of misdemeanor, and 
of small felonies, which before the amelioration of 
our penal code were not capitally pxmishable. 

Petitions for new roads and streets are presented 
^to this court, which appoints viewers to determine on 
the propriety of the measure. For streets in the city, 
twelve freeholders are appointed,^ who being sworn 
or affirmed, with the commissioners of the county^, 
view the place proposed. If they or ten of them 
view the ground, and seven of the viewers agree 
that therg is occasion for a street, they may proceed 
to lay out the same, and make report with a plot, to 
the next court, and if approved of, shall be recorded. 
No street is to exceed fifty feet in breadth. Dama* 
ges are to be estimated by the viewers, and the 
sum awafded is to be paid by the county treasurer: 
when paid, the mayor is to have the street openeid 
under the direction of the court. 

It is held four times in each year. 

3 The Mayor's Court, composed of the nSayoF, 
recorder and aldermen, or any four of them, (the 
mayor or recorder being one) possesses and ex- 
ercises the same jurisdiction over offences com- 
mitted within the city, aa the quarter sessions in the 
county. 

It is usually held four times in a year, at intervals 
of about three months. 

4. The aldermen and justices of the peace, th6 
former in the city, and the latter in the county, pos- 
sess individually, summary jurisdiction of certain 
petty offences created by acts of assembly, subject 
m some cases to ^ appeal. 
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1. Bank cf North Americcu 

This is the oldest bank in the United States, and 
its establishment is connected with circumstances 
in the political history of the country, which every 
American ought to be acquainted with, and never 
forget. 

Every one knows, that to carry on the war for in- 
dependence^ Congress were obliged to supply the 
want of a solid circulating medium, by the emission 
of paper money, and no funds having been provided 
for its redemption, it met with a natural iate, a gra- 
dual depreciation. The enthusiasm of liberty diat fired 
the minds of many in that d?iy, to a degree not sur- 
passed by any nation \ supportq^ the credit of this 
substitute for the precious metals for a time, but at 
length it became of so litde value, as to be inade- 
^quate to the wants of our citizens, and in 1781, 
public credit was so low, that supplies could not be 
obtained to defray the necessary expenses of the 
government. The idea of a bank had been sometime 
before suggested by an American* then in England, 
and on the proposition of the minister of finance, 
R, Morris, a plan was adopted by a resolution of con- 
gress on the 26th of May, 1781. It was to be com- 
posed of a thousand shares, at four hundred dollars 
€ach ; but either from want of confidence in the pro- 
ject among the monied men, or from ignorance of 
the nature of the institution, only two hundred shares 
were subscribed for, and it was some time after the 
bank was fairly in operation, that the sum received up- 
on all subscriptions, amounted to seventy thousand 
dollars. In November 1782, the President and Direct- 
CTs were elected ; and fai January 1783, the bank was 
opened for business. At this time there remained in 
the treasury, about 300,000 dollars, being part of 
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the money loaned by France to the United States* 
A considerable sum was due for past transactions^ 
and congress had not required the Sta^s to pay any 
tiling for the service of die coming year, before the 
first of April. The treasury was fit^eoOfiOO in arrears* 
Under these circumstances, ?bovtt i%SOfiOO of the 
public money were invested by Mn Morris, in the 
stock of the bank. It was principsdly upon this fund, 
that the operations of the institution were commen- 
ced ; and before the end of March, a loan from it of 
300,000 dcdlars was obtained, being the total amoimt 
of their specie or capital. This loan was shordy af- 
ter increased to 400,000, (of such was the state of 
die revenue, that no more dian 30,000 dollars had 
been paid into the* public chest by the last of June. 
Considerable facilities were also obtained by dis- 
counting notes of individuals, and thereby smticipa- 
ting die receipt of public money, and the army con- 
tractors for rations, were also aided with discounts 
upon public credit. The whole amount direcdy and 
indirecdy obtained, exceeded one million of dollars : 
and Mr. Morris asserts that without this establish- 
ment, the business of the department of finance, 
could not have been performed.* A charter bad 
been obtained from congress in the month of Decem- 
ber 1781, and in April 1732, an additional act of in- " 
corporation was passed by the legislature of Pennsyl- ^ 
vania. This however after a hard struggle was repeal- 
ed in 1785, owing to the prejudices of many country 
members against the institution. Mr. Morris, who 
knew die incalculable benefit derived to the country, 
from the pecimiary loans of the bank, spoke feelingly 
and ably in its defence. A new charter was granted 
in 1787, and in the year 1799, it was continued for 
fourteen years after the 17th of March 1801. 

* Stfttement of the accounts of the Umted States of North 
Amepica, from 1781 to 1784 Philadelphia 1784 by R. Morris^ . 
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ITie Coital is B800,000. Dividends in January 
and July ; and since 1804, have been at the rate of 
nine per cent. There are twelve directors. Banking 
house, No. 99, Chesnut street. Discount days, 
Mondays and Thursdays. 5hut on Christmas, first 
of January, fourth pf July, and Good-friday. 

President, John Morton. Cashier, Henry Drinker, 
jun. 

2. Bank of Pennsifhaniay 

Was incorporated March 30th, 1793, until 1813. 
The original capital consisted of two millions of 
dollars, divided into five thousand shares of 400 dol- 
lars each: permission was granted to increase them 
to 7500. The state was permitted to subscribe ior 
2500 shares. In February 1810, the charter was 
extended for the term of twenty one years from the 
fourth of March 1810, upon condition, that the 
governor shall be allowed to subscribe at par on be- 
half of the Commonwealth for one thousand two 
hundred ^nd fifty shares of the reserved shares of 
the Bank,=*^ and also for the same number all at par . 
at any time after the expiration of ten years from 
the fourth of March 1813. The stock of the bank is 
not to be transferrable to any person except citizens 
of the United States. 

The State of Pennsylvania has now g 1,509,000 ves- 
ted in this bank. Branches have been established at 
Lancaster, Pittsburg and Easton. 

There are twenty-five directors including the 
president ; Three are annually appointed by each 



• By this purchase the state gained gl 10,000, and may gain an 
equal sum when they v^ the privilege of the second inveat'- 
ment. 
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houst of the legislature ; die rest by the stockholders^ 
on the first Monday in February. 

President, Joseph Parker Norris. Cashier, Jona- 
than Smith. 

Discount da)rs, Wednesday and Saturday, 

Dividends, January and July. These have never 
been under eight per cent. 

Bank, in Second street, near Walnut. Shut, Christ- 
mas and fourth of July. 

S.Batii of Philadelphia^ 

Was formed in 1803, with a capital of one mil- 
lion of dollars ; and was incorporated in 1804, upon 
the following conditions. 1. Paying 135,000 doUars 
in cash. 2. Permitting the governor on the part of 
the state, to subscribe for three thousand shares, 
and to receive in payment g300,000 of six per cent 
' stock of Ae United States at par.* 3. To loan to 
Ae State when required, 100,000 dollars at five pa- 
cent for ten years. 4. The privilege of subscribing 200, 
000 dollars at the end of four years, and, at the end of 
eight years to subscribe odier £200,000, on the part 
of the State,both sums to be at par.f 

The capital was increased six himdred thousand 
dollars by the act of incorporation. The capital is 
now 2,000,000 dollars. The original charter was to . 
last ten years, but in 1806 it was extended to 1824. 



• It was then ten per cent, below par. 
f As the practice of paying for charters to banking coxnpanks 
marks an xra in legislation, it is proper to mention, that the en- 
ormous bonus paid by the bank of Philadelphia, and the other 
privileges granted to the state, became necessary, in conse- ' 
quence of the violent opposition to the institution by the bank of 
Pennsylvania, and the otter oii the part of that bank of jg200,00Q 
to the state, provided no new bimk should be incorporated. 
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The state now holds 2523/X)0 of stock in #^ bank. 
Sixteen directors are jq>pointed by the stockholders, 
on the second Monday of February, and three by 
each house of the legislatureat every session. Stock* 
holders must reside in the United States. Branches 
of this bank have been established at Washington, 
Wilkesbarre^ Columbia, and Harrisburg. Shares 
glOO. 

Discount days, Monday, Wednesday, and Fri- 
day. ^ 

Dividends, March and September. These have 
been imiformly eight per cent. 

President, George Clymer* Cashier, Quintin 
Campbell. 

Bank, comer of Fourth and Chesnut streets. 

4. Farmers and Mechanics Bank^ 

Was formed in the year 1807, and incorporated in 
1809, until! 824. The capital was originally 8750,000. 
It is now nine hundred thousand, and by the charter 
may be increased to 1,250,000. Seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars in stock, were paid for the charter. The 
debts of the corpot-ation must not exceed double the 
amoimt of the capital; one tenth part of the capital 
for a year, shall be loaned to the farmers of this state 
if applied for, on suflScient security by bond, mort- 
gage, or note. There are thirteen directors, a ma- 
jority of whom shall be farmers, mechanics or ma- 
nufacturers. No bill for less than five dollars may 
be issued by this or any other bank in Philadelphia* 
Shares fifty dollars. 

Dividends, January and July. Tliese have been, 
the first year, eight per cent ; and in 1810, were nine 
per cent. 

Discount days, Tuesday and Friday. 

President, Joseph Tagert. Cashier, Joseph Clay. 
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Bank, Chesnut street near Third street. Shut on 
Chrisftnas, first of January, Good Friday, and fourth 
of July. 

Since the abolition of the national bank, the de- 
posits of the United States are made in this bank, 
and in the bank of Pennsylvania. The State owns 
stock to the amount of 85,000 dollars in this bank. 

Discounts at all the banks are made for sixty days 
on endorsed notes, at an interest of one half per cent 
for thirty days. Notes are presented the day fcelore 
discount days. If some plan were adopted to accom- 
modate those who possess good notes, at three, four, 
or six months ; or tnose who have property that cannot 
be immediately converted into cash, trade would 
not only be greatly benefitted, some of the evils of 
banking lessened, but above all, the practice of usury, 
wh'ch prevails to a disgraceful degree in most of 
our commercial towns, would be much diminished. 

Insurance Offices. 

An Insurance office for shipping was opened in 
Philadelphia, so early as 1720, by John Copson* 
Joseph Sanders afterwards kept an office for the 
same purpose. In 1762 William Bradford printer, 
opened a marine insurance office in company with 
an able accountant, John Kydd, and continued it until 
about the revolution. Others succeeded in the same 
line during the war, and alter the peace until the 
year 1792, when a company that had associated upon 
•a tontine principle, agreed to employ their capitsd in 
insuring property. They obtained a charter under 
the name of the^ " Insurance Company of North 
America," in 1794. 

Their capital is $600,000. Shares jSlO. 

The operations of this company were confined for 
some time to marine insurances; but for several 
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yeAts past Aey also insure houses from loss by fire j 
and ships, while building. 

There are fifteen directors. 

President, John Inskeep. Office, 40 Walnut street. 

Insurance Company of Pejmsylvania* 

The Insurance Company of Pennsylvania, was in- 
corporated in 1794, to 1815, with a capital of 500,000 
dollars, in shares of 400 dollars^ There are thirteen 
directors : stockholders must be citizens of the Uni- 
ted States to be eligible as a director. To vote by 
proxy, stockholders must be actually residents 
within the United States ; and no stockholders may 
have more than twenty-four votes. Once in two 
years, the directors shall lay before the stockholders, 
at a general meeting, an exact statement of the af- 
fairs of the company. The real estate is confined to 
such buildings as shall be requisite for the accom- 
modation of the company, in relation to its business, 
► and such as shall have been mortgaged to it by way 
of security, pr purchased upon judgments obtained 
fot such debts. 

President, James S. Cox. Office, comer of Dock 
and Walnut streets. 

Dividends, Februaiy and August. 

Union Insurance Company, 

Incorporated 1804, until 1815. Thirteen directors, 
chosen on the second Monday in February. 

Capital, 8500,000. Shares, glOO. 

The clear yearly income of the real estate, is not 
to exceed SlO,000. None but resident citizens of 
Pennsylvania shall vote as proxies. No stockholder 
shdl have more than twenty votes ; and, to be a di- 
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rector, must hold ten shares. g50,000 may be toaft- 
ed to the state, or its funds may be invested in re^i 
estate within the city or county of Philadelphia. 

Ofice, 45 Walnut street. • 

President, George Latimer. Dividend, Februai^^ 
and August. 

Phdsnix Insurance Cofnpanyy 

Was incorpofrated in 1804, until 1815. 

Capital, 8600,000. Shaires, glOO each. 

There are nine Directors. One hatf of die csq>itsJ 
consists of shares in the stock of the Insuraaice 
Company of North America. Capital invested rn 
«boiids, mu^ be secured by mortgages or sufficient 
real estates within the city and cotaifty of Philadel- 
phia : a part of the capital not exceeding 5560,000, 
may, with the approbation of a majority of the stock- 
holders convened for that purpose, be loaa^d to the 
Btate of Pennsylvania. They may also sell aU or any 
part of the stock of the said incorporated kisiirance 
company, which may be transferred as aforesaid, 
and invest the proceeds thereof in the manner het'e- 
4n directed. The real ests^« must not exceed 
Sl0,000 clear annual income. Stated meetings of the 
directors are to be held once in every fortnight. 
Stockholders are not allowed more than fifteen votes 
each. No stockholder indebted to the company shall 
make transfers, or receive dividends, till the debt is 
paid or secured. A general meeting of stockholders 
is to be held on the second Monday of December. 

Proxies must be held by a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Office, 96 south Second street. 

President, David Lewis. Dividend, June and De- 
cember. 
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Dftaxvare Irmurance Company^ 

Was incorporated March 1804, to 1815, with a 
capital of g500,000 divided into shares of glOO 
each,^ payable, one fifth in bank stocky and four fifths 
in specie. g50,000 may be loaned to the state. 
Stockholders not entitled to more than fifteen votes. 
Directors must be resident citizens and holders of 
ten shares. There are fifteen directprs, chosen the 
second Monday in December. 

Office, 42 Walnut street. 

President, Thomas Fitzimons. Dividend, June 
and December. ^ 

Philadelphia Insurance Company^ 

Was incorporated in March 1804, to 1815, with a 
capital of g400,00a Shares, glOO each. Thirteen 
directors, each of whojn must hold ten shares. N<;) 
stockholder indebted to the company shall receive 
or transfer a dividend, till the debt be paid or secured. 
No corporation except the company, shall directly 
or indirectly hold any share in the capital stock. 
Election on uie first Monday in January. Income of 
real estate not to exceed 810,000. Stockholders not 
entitled to more than twenty votes. 

Office S. W. corner of Walnut and Second streets. 

President, Samuel W. Fisher. Dividend, June and 
December. 

United States Insurance Company* 

Capital, g400,000. Shares, g50. 

Incorporated, March 1810, until January 1827. 
The yearly income of the real estate of the compa- 
ny, must not exceed four thousand dollars. Mem- 
bers must be citizens, and to be a director must hold 
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five shares. No stockholder shall have more than 
twenty-five votes. There are thirteen directors. 

OflBce, 49 Walnut street. 

President, Israel Pleasants. 

Dividends, June and December. 

Marine Insurance Company, 

Incorporated 1809, until 1827. Capital g300,0Qd: 
divided into 3000 shares, of BlOO each. 

Managed by thirteen directors. 

The yearly income is not to exceed 6000 dollars. 
Capital may be loaned to the state in any sum not 
exceeding g50,000 ; or on real estate, within the 
state. Stockholders and directors must be citizens 
of the state, and no one entitled to more than fifty 
votes. A general meeting to take place of the stock- 
holders, on the second Monday in January of every 
year ; they may make rules for governing the affairs 
of the company. Directors must own ten shares. 

Dividends, first Mondays of January and July. 

President, John Leamy. Office, 47 Walnut street. 

Lancaster and Susquehannah Insurance Company. 

A company, formed originally at Lancaster, with 
a capital of glOO,000 and with liberty to increase 
it to three hundred thousand dollars, was incorpora- 
ted in 1808, to 1816, upon the same general principles 
as the preceeding, and with like powers ; and have 
established an office or branch in Philadelphia. 

The income of real estate cannot exceed 553,000. 
All disputes with this company must be submitted 
to arbitration, if required by the claimants for losses. 

Office, N. W. comer of Second and Walnut streets. 

Agents, Joseph Smith, J. Carson. 
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. The general principles adopted for Ae regulation 
of the different companies, are very nearly the same. 
The funds not required to pay demands against the 
conapany, shall be vested in the public debt of the 
.United States, or in the stock of incorporated com- 
panies of the state, or United States, or on security 
of real estate within the city and county of Phila- 
delphia. The directors divide themselves into weekly 
committees, who assist the presidents in transacting 
the business of the companies. In case thecapital shall 
be lessened by losses, no dividend is to be made un- 
til a sum equal to the loss, be added to the capital,* 
under peiigdty of holding the directors account- 
able* They may make all kind of marine insuran- 
ces, insurance on the inland transportation of goods, 
against fire, and on lives ; and lend money upon bot- 
tomry and respondentia. At the annual meetings of 
the companies, a statement of their affairs is to be 
laid before' the stockholders. At these meetings ge- 
neral rules for the government of the affairs of the 
company may be made. Stock must be held three 
months at least, before an election, to entide a per- 
son to a vote. 

Fire Insurance Offices* 

The oldest Insurance Office against fire, solely, is 
" the Philadelphia Contributionship," having been for- 
med in the year 1752, and incorporated in 1754. Its 
terms were, as declared, "most equal,'' and apart from 
all views of private or separate gain. There are twelve 
directors and a treasui*er annually chosen ; tjie latter 
gives security. The rules for the regulation of the 
conduct of the directors in the management of their 

• Insurance Company of North America and Pehnsylvania ex- 
cepted. 

K2 
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tmst, and the {oindplefi of the association ^ttete (k)n- 
tained in a ^ deed of setdetnent," which was sdtered 
in 181Q, and generaUj" are as f<^loWs« 

All persons insurmg m^ and with the society, shall 
be deemed members of the same during the c^!»tmu> 
ance of their interest in their respectire policies, 
which are to continue for an unlimited period. The 
directors are •empowered to lay o«t money in stock 
of any incorporated company of the state or city, or 
to lend it on mortgage ; but restrained from issuing 
any notes in the nature of bank notes; to become en* 
dorsers in their corporate capacity, or trom making 
discounts or receiving deposits. Crfeb Carmalt is Ae 
clerk of this company, and the oflSoe is kept at hw 
bouse, 99 High street. 

Mutual Fire Assurance Company. 

Office, Pine street wharf. J. B. Palmar, secretary. 

This association was formed in 1784, in conse*- 
quence of the old contributionshtp company refusing 
to insure bouses^ before which trees grew. 

All persons insuring in this society are deemed 
members thereof, so long as they remain insured* 

By virtue of a deed of settlement, which was finally 
altered and amended in 1801, the direction of the 
affairs of the company is intrusted to thirteen direc- 
tors, who act without pay. The policies issued by the 
trustees, continue in force so long, as the premium 
shall remain with the Society ; and any member may 
within six months after the expiration of every seven 
years, reclaim and receive his deposit money, withou^t 
any deduction except the fees of office, unless the 
stock of the company has been lessened by losses ; 
in which case a just proportion of all such losses as 
the interest money was insufficient to satisfy, shaU 
be deducted. In all cases of sale where the policy is 



y Google 



fKSUttAllR» OFFICES. 119 

1M>€ transferred, the deposit money may be withdraiwti, 
if applied for withki two ixioiitks after such sale, but 
not otherwise 4 dedactii^ fire per ceatum, «id sub* 
ject td deducdoil in c»e xii looses* If the loss sfaafi 
esceed the €paipan3^8 vrhole stock, the several suf- 
ferers insured in this office, are to receive a jttstpro* 
portkHuMe dividend of the whole stocic, according td 
the sums by them insured. 

Besides the deposit <m* premimn of insurance, the 
i&stH'ed pay for the policy, and Ae services incident 
thereto, at the rate of dirty cents for every hundred 
dollars insured, and fifty cents for every entry of 
transfer. Transfers hiust be entered on the books, 
widiin four weeks after assignments have been made. 

In case of loss by fire, the trustees »e to view 
and inquire h^o the same. If it be partial, the trus* 
tees may repair it, or pay the estim»led damage, 
provided su<^ estinuite is within the sum insured on 
that part of the building : bvtt if it esceed, the sum 
insured only shall be paid. In case of total loss, they 
either rebuild the house, or pay the sum insured 
thereon, in three menihs after the loss. The policy 
then becomes void. Additional premiums are required 
for insurance upon all houses having trees planted 
before them, or in the yards near the house. Trees 
planted after insurance has been effected, must be re- 
ported to the office. Damages from gunpowder being 
stored in the house, or from breaming ships, make an 
insurance void. 

American Fire Insurance Company , 

Was incorporated in 1811, by the legislature of 
Pennsylvania. The business of the company is con- 
fined to objects on land, or vessels in port with their 
cargoes on board. The capital is 500,000 dollars, 
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divided into five thousand shares. The xlear yearly 
income of the corporation upon the real estate 
which they are authorized to hold, shdtt not exceed 
10,000 dollars. There are nine directors* &ock> 
holders are required to be citizens* One per cent 
annually on the amount of the capital stock, is to 
be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth, by 
the company, when more than nine per cent per aa- 
num, on their capital is divided. 

Ofl&ce, 101 Chesnut street. President, William 
Jones. Secretary, Edward Fox. 

Phoenix Company of Lrjndon* 

The Phoenix company of London opened an office 
for insurance from fire, in Philadelphia, and having 
done much business, a law was passed in 1810, pro- 
hibiting any. person or persons, not citizens of the 
United States, froiii insuring property in any case 
within the state, ag^n$t loss by fire, sea, or upon land 
transportation of goods. A penalty of g5,o6o is 
forfeited by any person actiBg as agent for such for- 
eign insurers. 

Markets-'-'^Provishns* 

In the early setdement of the city, the Mjwket 
was chiefly confined to the hill in Frcwit street, cor- 
ner of High street ; where a hous^ or shed was 
erected, having a bell, which was rung when any one 
came from the country with produce for sale. After- 
wards, a house for the exclusive sale of fish was 
built by subscription, on an arch over the creek 
which emptied into the Delaware, a short distance 
above Spruce street : here also a bell was fixed, and 
rung when fish was brought Ibr sale. The fish Mar- 
ket is now confined to Market or High street hUL 
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The fitst Market house built-in High street, was 
a range of wooden stalls from Front to Second street. 
In the year- 1720, the first part of the market in 
High street west of the old couit house was built ; 
the money for which was advanced by the Mayor. 
In proportion as the population of town and coun- 
try increased, thd market house was extended un- 
til at present it reaches from Front to Sixth street : 
a distance of five squares. The last addition from 
Fourth to Sixth streets, was made in 1810. The 
increased projection of the eaves over the pillars in 
this la^ part, is a great improvement : as it increases 
accommodation and protection to the country people, 
and admits of a more advantageous display of their 
various prodtKtions. ^ 

In the new pi^s, the upright posts and cros^ 
pieces having hooks to suspend the provisions on, arc 
required to be regularly taken down after market 
hours, and packed away under the stalls: a very pro- 
per regulation and strictly enforced. 

By the law authorizing the continuation of the 
market, it is provided that the western half of the 
stalls is to be let to the people of the country, and 
to no others : and the other half to butchers; and that 
one half of the stalls that may be erected elsewhere, 
shall also be let to such persons from the country, 
as send their produce to market. The rent of each 
stall is fixed at twenty dollars. 

The market house in south Second street, was built 
for the accommodation of the citizens in the southern 
part of the city, and has been enlarged from time to 
time until it now extends from Pine to Cedar street, 
a distance of about 440 feet. At each end a raom 
is erected, for the meetings of the commissioners, 
fire companies, and of the citizens. Market houses 
are also built in Callowhill street, and in north Se- 
cond street above Coats's street. The pillars of all 
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Ae markets are of brkk, and openings are left at 
proper distances to admit a passa^ between thenu 
The footpaths are paved with the same materiaL 
Their breadth in the clear is about thirteen feet* 

As mentioned already, the hill on Market street 
is allotted for the sale of fish. This traffic, except in 
the case of those who bring fish preserved in ice, 
in wf^gons from the sea, is carried on chiefly by woe- 
mea, many of whose husbands are employed in catch- 
lag the fish : no shelter is provided for this useful 
class of the sommunity^ who of course are exposed 
to the elemettta, Kid often suffer much personsdly^^ 
and sustain loai from the rapid putrefi»clion of their 
fesh^whenejqwsed to thesuiu Moveable sheds simi^ 
lar to those erected for the Si^ers of vegetaUet 
vest of Seco^ stieet, »id the south side of Market 
street, would be stifiiciently 'convenient, until a more 
permanent covering could be erected. It is misch to 
be wished, that this measure may demand the prompt 
attention of our city councils. 

The days appointed by 1^^ for holding markets 
in High street, are Wednesday and Saturday; and 
Tuesday and Friday, for the M^ket in south S^ 
cottd street. 

From the first of April to die first of September, 
the market continues Jrom day light until two o'clock; 
from September to April, it ends at three o'clock. 
Provisions are however sold every day, particularly 
in the Autumn, Winter, and in the early Spring 
months, during which time the market is seldom 
empty. Milk b permitted to be sold on Sunday mor^ 
ning till nine o'clock, but whey is absurdly prohibited, 
sdtbough usefid as a medicine. 

To prevent danger from the passage of carts, hor- 
ses, &c. during market hours, oiains are fixed across 
the streets and allies to the north and south, east 
and west of the markets in iiigh street, a little af- 
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ter sunrise. Durittg die Summer they remam u^l 
iHne, aiid m Winter imtit^n o'ljlock* All persons lire 
^Uged to remove their carts without the limits of 
die chains, tmder a ' penalty. Different panrts of the 
market are appropriated for venders of butter, ot 
salt fish, of Jersey produce, of 'other country pro- 
duce, of American earthenware, cooper's ware, iruit 
and gaa-den seeds, of botcher's meat, and of all scats of 
herbs, roots and meal. The veijdersofthe three latter 
articles, stand under the eaves of the markets. Move- 
able stalls with sheds are also placed on the evening 
preceding market days, on the South side of Mar* 
ket street, for the accommodation of ttie sellers of ve* 
getables ; these are removed and stowed away after 
lnarketf**bnrs, under the arches of the maftet house. 
No butchei- is allowed to kill any beast, nor are live 
catde to be sold or driven, nor is any cyder, beer or 
spirituous liquors tt);be sold by retail, nor any wheel- 
barrow brought within the market house or shambles 
during market hours. The measures and weights 
used in the market, are to be duly regulated and 
stamped by the proper trfficer. Steel yards are very 
properly prohibited,* by reason of the great decep- 
tion which may be practised with them. For disobe- 
dience of this regulation, and for using false bahm- 
ces, the penalty is five dollars. Hucksters or those 
who monopolize poultry, nuts, fruits, and particu- 
lar vegetables, by an early attendance at market, are 
prohibited from purchasing with an intent to sell, 
provision or fruit of any kind within the limits of 
the market, before ten o'clock in the morning of any 
market day, and from exposing them to sale on any 
day. The penalty for either purchasing or setting, is 
three dollars for every offence. This excellent regu- 

* It is to be regi:ettedth«t they are not baniabcd the state. 
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lation is evaded in part by the sale of provisions 
out of cellars of houses opposite to the market ; but 
the magnitude of the evil is greatly diminished, from 
the impossibility of finding ceUars to rent equal ia 
number to the demand. 

No groU3,* partridge,! or pheasant4 are permitted 
to be sold between the first day of March and the first 
of September; nor any woodcock,§ between the first of 
March and first of July, under penalty of forfeiting 
such game. 

The variety offish brought to the market of Phi- 
ladelphia, is considrt-able. Early in the spring, large 
sun fish are caug^ht in the bay, and are succeeded by 
herrings, shad, roach, four kinds of catfish, four kinds 
of perch, Tock, lamprey eel, common eel, pike, suck- 
er, sturgeon, gar fish. These are river fish, and ap- 
pear in the order mentioned. From the sea come, cod, 
seabass, black-fish, sheeps-head, spanish-mackarel, 
haddock, pollock, mullet, holibut, flounder, sole, 
plaice, skait, porgey, tomcod, and others. 

Shell-fish— Oysters, (several kinds,) clams, lobster, 
crab. The two first are taken in Delaware bay. 

Amphibious — Snapping-turtle, terrapin: both ex- 
cellent. 

In Summer, all the sea fish, except cod, are brought 
by land, in ice, as are also crabs and lobsters, from the 
coast of Monmouth county. New Jersey, a distance 
of ejighty miles. Oysters abound^ all the year,^ and 
are sold by the hundred. 

Cod fish first made their appearance on the coast 
ofi*the Delaware, about the year 1790, and have gra- 
dually progressed southward. The shad caught in 
the river Schuylkill, are generally esteemed superi- 
or in flavour, and mere delicate than those caught in 
the Delaware ; owing probably, to their deriving 

• Tetrao Cupido Lin. f Tetrao Virginianus Lin. t Tetrao 
Umbelhis or T : Timpanist^s of Bartram. $ Scolopax— ? 
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nourishment from the gravelly bottom of the for- 
mer river : and hence they bear a higher price. The 
situation of the fishing place in the Delaware, like- 
wise influences the size and flavour of shad ; it i^ 
notorious, that those caught off Petty's island, on 
the Jersey shore, above the city, where the water is 
deep; are much larger and fatter, than those caught 
in more shallow water, whether the bottom be mud, 
sand, or gravel. 

By a law passed in March, 1810, at the request of 
the legislature of New Jersey, the time for catching 
shad in the Delaware, within the state limits, between 
the foot of the falls at Trenton, and opposite the 
mouth of the river Lehigh, and the station point, or 
north west comer of this state, was extended until 
the 20th of June in every year. 

The quantity of provisions, animal and vegetable, 
brought to market during the year, is hnmcnse, and 
much beyond the wants of the inhabitants. In sum- 
mer, great Josses are sometimes sustained, especially 
in the various articles of animal food, which from the 
heat of the weather, soon spoil,* The particular 
number of beasts annually killed in the city, or 
sold in the markets, cannot be ascertained, but it 
may be safely asserted, that in no city in the world, 
is more animal food consumed, in proportion to its 
size, than in Philadelphia. It constitutes the substan- 
tial part of the dinner of every adult in the city, and 
most labourers and mechanics eat a portion of it at 
breakfast and supper. Much of the land, within five 
or six miles north and south of the city, is devoted to 
the purpose of kitchen gardens, and kept in the highest 
state of cultivation. Two crops are very commonly 
produced on the same ground in one season. The 

• When spoiled, tiiey are thrown into pits out of the city. 
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neighbouring state of New Jersey, contributes to the^ 
abundant supply of those species of fruit and yegeta- 
bles, to which its light soil is particularly adapted ; 
Sjuch as the grateful musk-melon, water-melon, sweet 
potatoe, cucumbers and peaches, immense quantities 
of which are brought in boats across the Delaware. 
The superiority of the bu)tter of Philadelphia, and, 
the great neatness with which it i3 prepared for mar- 
ket, are generally acknowledged. One fourth of a 
dollar may be said to be the average price of a pound 
of butter, throughout the year. 

The task of attending to the execution of the r^gu^ 
lations of the markets, is attached to the duties of the 
clerks of the market, who are aimually appointied by 
Ae mayor. The clerks are^o authorized to prevent 
all unsound provisions £romr being offered for sale,^ 
and to examine into the accuracy of the weights of 
butter,lard and sausages, which are spldby the pound; 
and to try all scales, weights and measures used in the 
market; decide all disputes which m^y arise m the 
market, between buyer and seller ; to collect the rent3 
of the stalls, and to cause all the pavements under 
the shambles to be swept, and the dirt removed into 
tjie open street. This dirt the city commissioners are 
required to have removed twice a week. Seizures are 
often made of butter, lard, and sausages, for being de- 
ficient in weight. Half of th<; quantity seized, is^ent 
to the alms-ho\ise, and the other half is thp perquir 
site of the clerks. This regulation has had the i^ost 
happy effect in diminishing imposition, from fal^e 
weight.. 

The pay of the clerks of the tnarket is two dollars 
j&fty cents, in every hundred dollars of the rents of 
stalls, collecte Aby them, and fifty dollars extra. They 
must give bond, with sureties, in the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars, for the due performance of their duties. 
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Preservation of the Peace. 

There are fourteen constables, one for each ward ; 
and^until the present year, one high constable, who 
is required to walk through the streets daily with 
his mace in his hand, and examine all vagrant and dis- 
orderly persons, and upon refusal to give him an ac- 
count of their residence and employment, or not 
giving a satisfactory account, to carry such persons 
before the mayor or an alderman to be dealt with 
according to law : to give notice of all nuisances 
or obstructions in the streets to the city commission- 
ers, or mayor ; and of offences committed against 
the laws in force, and of the names of the offenders 
and witnesses, and generally, to superintend the 
execution of, and cause obedience to the ordinances 
in force, and to do all such things as the councils, 
mayor^ or recorder shall direct, touching the of der, 
regulation and pblicy of the city. By a recent ordi- 
nance, an additional high constable is to be appoint- 
ed by the May on The salary of each i^ 700 dollars. 

Constable^s Elections. 

By a law passed the 30th January 1810, the elec- 
tors in each ward are to meet at such place as the con- 
stable for the time being shall appoint, on the third 
Friday in March^ and elect by ballot, two persons, one 
of whom shall be appointed constable for the said ward 
for the ensuing year. The constable for the time is re- 
quired to give six days previous notice in two news- 
papers, of the time and place where such election 
IS to be held. 

The voters present choose three persons as judges 
of the election, who are to be sworn or affirmed to 
do justice, and on the third day thereafter, to make 
a return of the two names highest in vote, to the 
n^ayor of the city, who appoints one of them. Con- 
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Stables are bound to^^ive two freeholders as securi- 
ties, in the sum of 2000 dollars, for the faithful dis-. 
charge of their duty. 

In case of vacancies, the mayor appoints a succes- 
sor until the next election* 

City Commissioners* 

Four citizens are appointed in the month of Jan- 
uary, annually, by the mayor, under the title of the 
city commissioners, who have a general superinten- 
dence of the city property, the assessing of the taxes 
laid by the corporation, appointing the collectors 
thereof, taking securities for the faithful performance 
of their duty, and settling their duplicates. They 
also appoint the watchmen, and oversee the business 
of lighting, paving, and cleansing the city : they let 
the fixed and moveable stalls, and stands, in the mar- 
kets : regulate, limit and direct the depth of weUs 
and sinks : appoint stands for draymen and hackney 
coachmen, and regulate the erection of lime houses, 
and the placing of stone and scantling in the streets 
for building. Their pay is 760 dollars each, and are 
allowed a clerk. They sit in the old court-house. 

Watching and Lightings 

There are thirty-two watchmen who cry the hour, 
and six who visit the boxes of the others, to insure 
a punctual performance of their duty ; the whole are 
under the direction of the captain of the watch, who 
attends at the old court house in Second street, every 
night, to receive the vagrants, rioters or thieves, who 
may be taken up by the watchmen; and to take care of 
the oil, wick, &c. of which he must render an account 
to the city commissioners, monthly, of the quantity 
received, expended and on hand. There are 1132 
lamps in the city, and new ones are annually erecting, 
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'as the city improvements extend. The pa;y of the 
watchmen is 14 dollars per month, besides 27 cents 
extra wages for each lamp under their care : they 
also have the gratuity of a great coat. They are 
subject to fines fot neglect of duty. The cost of 
lighting and watching Philadelphia fai 1809, amount- . 
ed to 19,263 dollars 73 cents. 

Cleansing the Streets. 

To accomplish this, the city is divided into dis- 
tricts, and one commissioner attends to the cleanliness 
of a district. The street dirt is scraped by scavengers 
into small heaps, and men follow with carts, to take it 
away to the commons, where it is deposited in heaps, 
and disposed of occasionally by auction, for manure. 
In summer, the excellent New York regulation ought 
to be adopted, of taking away daity in a cart, all 
offall tBfatters of the kitchen, which are placed for 
this purpose, in a barrel or tub^ before the door. 

Fuel — Wood Corders^-^PubRc Landings* 

The principal article of house fuel in Philadelphia, 
is hickory, oak or maple wood. Pine wood is used 
chiefly by brick burners and bakers. Coal is only 
partisdly used in dwelling houses, but would be in 
general demand for counting rooihs, offices and cham- 
bers, owing to the danger from fire being thereby 
lessened, if it could be afforded at a rate as cheap 
as' wood. The time is anxiously looked forward to, 
when the inexhaustible bodies of excellent coal with 
which our western counties, and Wayne county 
abound, will be brrught down to Philadelphia, by 
means of that great chain of inland navigation, 
which has been so long in contemplation, and by 
the removal of the obstructions in the Lehigh. 
L 2 
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During the continuance of the navigation in the 
Delaware, ^fire wood is brought in shallops from 
both sides of the river, above and below the city ; 
but in winter, when from the obstruction by ice, the 
supply in that way is cut oflF, wood is brought by 
land^ In all cases, it is measured by sworn corders, 
at certain fixed rates. The stand for cord wood 
brought by land to the city, is the upper end of High 
street, between Eighth street and the center square. 

The measure of wood is the cord, of eight feet 
in length, by four in height, and four in breadth. 

No wood is permitted to be sold as cord wood, 
the length of which shall not be at least three feet 
ten inches, including half the kerf: and when the 
average length of the wood shall^ fall short of four 
feet, including half the kerf, six inches must be add- 
ed to the standing length of the cord. 

Reasonable and fair allowance is to be made 
for the loss sustained by crooked wood : the straight 
wood is to be packed in the lower part of the pile, 
and the crooked wood on the upper part. Every 
cord of wood pays eight cents wharfage, and six cents 
for cordag€; the former is to be paid by the seller, the 
latter by die purchaser. 

Wood landed upon private wharves, is to be in- 
spected and measured by the nearest corder, for 
which, eight cents are to be paid by the purchaser. 
C orders are to sell wood landed on the public land- 
ings, if so required by the owner of it, without ad- 
ditional fee. 

No person is permitted to buy wood in the city to 
dell again, from September to March inclusive, un- 
der a penalty of two dollars for every cord sold ; 
sawyers are forbidden to buy wood for any person 
or use, other than their own. All craft lying at a public 
wharf, pay one dollar per day for every day they ex- 
ceed forty-eight hours, unless weather-bound. Ves- 
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sels loaded with boards, plank, scantling, hay or sand, 
are excepted. Each corder receives an annual salary 
of g600. Deputies receive three hundred dollars. 
All are removable at the discretion of the mayor, 
for neglect of duty. Carters are to have a sufficient 
number of hewn standards for preventing the wood 
from falling off the cart, and marked with the initial 
letters of their christian and simames, on the out- 
er sides of the said standards, under the penalty of 
five shillings. Carters not delivering all the wood 
they undertake to hawl, shall forfeit two shillings for 
every stick so detained, to the owner or purchaser 
thereof. 

Other articles, besides wood, as stone, sand, shin- 
gles, boards, staves, rails, &c. pay wharfage. 

Previously to the year 1807, the public landings 
were, rented to the highest bidder; but in that year 
a law was passed, authorising the mayor to appoint 
corders of wood, with salaries, who are to give bond 
with sureties ; and to take oath for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties enjoined upon them : they are 
to pay, weekly, the monies they receive for wharf- 
age or cording, into the hands of the city treasurer ; 
and to furnish a list of the articles landed, and by 
whom : and the treasurer is required, once in every 
month, to furnish the mayor with a statement of the 
amount of monies paid in by the several corders, to- 
gether with the original lists. 

In the year 1807, the wharves produced 87,820 95 
„ 1808, „ 10,203 114 

„ 1809, „ 10,767 624 

„ 1810, „• ' 10,840 474 

„ 1 806, they rented for 4,884 

Adding the present salaries 3,900 

g8,78^ 
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leaves a balance so great, as to shew the propriety 
of the alteration of the law respecting the mode of 
collecting this brsmch of revenue. 

In 1720, as appears by books of council, the pub- 
lic wharves on the Delaware, at the ends of Walnut 
and Chesnut streets, were rented at three pounds ; 
that of High street for six* His honour the mayor, 
took the two first, and aldermen Masters and Red- 
man, joined in the contract for the last. The rents 
were to be in half yearly payments. 

Cords. 

In 1808, were landed, . 66,391 

1809, .... 69,5roj 

1810, .... 68,691^ 

Much of the wood, consumed in the city, is purcha- 
sed at the public wharves in Southward and the 
Northern Liberties, and they being rented, no account 
is kept of the quantity there sold : nor is any account 
kept of tlmt sold at the stand in High street, du« 
ring winter; nor of that landed on Schuylkill, for th6 
supply of the western parts of the city; but the quanti- 
ty from those quarters, may be fairly rated at tw<J 
thirds of that landed at the public city wharves, from 
which data, an estimate may be formed of the whole 
amomit consumed in the city in one year. 

Sak of Bread* 

A law was pEWsett in 1775^ to regulate the assize 
of bread; and after the incorporation of Philadelphia, 
it was renewed for a short time. The consideration 
of the hardship, if not injustice of setting a price up- 
on the labour of one class of citizens only, and the 
gre^t difficulty of establishing a principle which would 
secure one part of the community from imposition, 
without abridging the rights of another part, opera- 
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ted with the legisluture to leave the affair to the citi- 
zens themselves. 

In 1797 an act was passed, requiring that all loaf 
bread made for sale within this commonwealth, shall 
be sold by the pound avoirdupois, and that every ba- 
ler or other person, offering the same for sale, shall 
keep at his or her house, or at such other place at 
which they shall offer bread for sale, sufficient scales 

' and weights, for weighing the same. The penalty for 
offending against this act is ten dollars ; and the clerks 
of the markets are required to discover and prose- 
cute the offenders. The act extends to Southwark 
and the Northern Liberties. The citizens, however, 
have been so long accustomed to take bread of such 
weights as the bakers have chosen to make their loaves, 
that the regulation of selling by weight does not pro- 
duce the good intended. They cannot spend time in 
daily going round t^o the different bakers shops to 

^ compare the weights of their loaves with the prices; 
and it is clear that, vmless they do so, they may be 
very frequently forced to take bread of a size unrea- 
sonably small. The price of bread ought always to 
bear a proportion to the price of flour ; while at the 
same time it is but just that the baker should be al- 
lowed a reasonable profit. In New York their pro- 
j&t has been fixed at three dollars and sixty-six cents 
per barrel, of one hundred and ninety-six pounds.* 



• In fixine the assize, the chamberlain is required to estimate 
a barrel of flour, to produce 4,032 oz. of bread, (as it has been 
found that such is the product,) and in order to ascertain the 
weight of a shilling loaf, (twelve cents and a half,) of the respec- 
tive qualities of flour, the number of ounces is divided by a num* 
ber equal to the number of shillings a barrel of flour of such a 
quality, may be worth at the time^ and jJS 66, (or 28*. Ne\y York 
currency,) added thereto, being the prcSt allowed the taker, the 
quotient will be the number of ounces a shilling loaf must weigh. 
Whenever the fractional parts are less than half an ounce, they 
are taken ofl'the Loaf; and when half an ounce or more, an ounce 
is added to it. 
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Protecti&n of Metfumics and Labourers* 

By a law passed by the legislature, in 1809, all 
dwellings and other houses to be erected in Phila- 
delphia, are subjected to the payment of debts con- 
tracted in building the same ; and where the house 
will not sell for sufficient to discharge all the demands, 
they are to be averaged and paid proportion ably. But 
such debts are not to remain a lien longer than two 
years from the commencement of the buildiitg, unless 
an action be instituted for the recovery of the same, 
within six months after performing the work, or fur- 
nishing the materials for the house. 

StotingofGun Powder. 

The danger arising from the introductioh of a 
great quantity of this dangerous article witfiih, thfe 
city, early demanded the attention of the kgisla- 
ture, and accordingly a house for storing it was 
built near the northern boundary of the N. W. 
public square, at a time when it was sufficiently 
remote from the thickly setded parts of the city tb 
prevent danger from an explosion. An increasing 
population rendered another structure in a few years 
necessary, and accordingly the house on the banks 6( 
the Schuylkill at the west end of Walnut street, was 
erected in 1791. From that place it was remoyed 
in the year 1 802, in consequence of the extension of 
buildings, to the present situation, near the Schuylkill, 
in Passyunk township. 

All gunpowder imported from beyond sea, or 
brought by land, must be delivered to the magazine, 
Bor come within two miles of the city ; nor must 
any be shipped at die wharves, nor more than thirty 
pounds kept in any store at a time. Gunpowder 
is subject to a very strict inspection, by a sworn 
inspector. Act, April the 8th, 1795. 
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Boiling Oil of Turpentine and Varnish. 

l^ersosj^ are not permitted to boil or distil oil of 
t^iFpei^doe, or make varnish io. the thickly settled 
part$ of the city or liberties^ imleas carried oa in 
ap open place at least thirty feet distant from any 
bjiiildiiiig, vessel of commerce, or other property that 
ipight be injmred thereby; or ma fire prooff buUdiiig. 

Health Law. 

Previously to the year 1793, Philadelphia having 
been favoured for m£|ny years by a freedom from 
any mortal epidemic, slight precautions had been 
taken to guard against the introduction of disease 
from abroad, or the origination of it at home. Vessels 
having sick on board, or having had deaths during 
the passage, were required to anchor off the laza- 
i^tto, which had been built at an early date, on 
State Island, a litde below the mouth of the river 
Schuylkill, until the "physician of th^ port'* cam« 
down,^ and to him it was left to determine as to the ex*- 
pediency of permitting them to proceed to the city, or 
of detaining them for the purpose of purification* 
' The sick, if any on board, were landed at the hospir 
tal. At the first session of the fegislafture^ after t4« 
awful year before mentioned, a law for the more* 
effectual protection of the city from the introduction 
of pestilential apd contagious diseaj^es was passed, by 
which provision was made for the appointment of, 
l^t, A physician to reside at tbp laa^arettov 2d, A 
consulting physician. Sd, A health officer. 4th, A 
board of health, composed of citizens, from Phi- 
ladelphia, the Northern liberties, and South- 
i|^k ; who were to make aU rules and regulations 
for the establishment and conduct of the other oft- 
cers. 
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Although in the discussion which the question of 
origin, had undergone during the prevalence of the 
fever of 1793, and after it had ceased, enough had 
been said to shew the probability of the local origin 
of the disease, or at least to prove that the medical 
faculty were divided on the subject ; yet the law 
passed, was almost entirely predicated upon the 
supposition of the importation of the fever of 1793, 
and of epidemics generally; and hence, while nume- 
rous provisions were made for preventing the intro- 
duction of malignant diseases A*om abroad, little or 
no attention was paid to guard against their origi- 
nating at home. This is not to be wondered at, for 
mankind in all ages have uniformly evinced an un- 
willingness to admit the possibility of their country 
producing pestilence of any kind ; and hence have 
constantly ascribed their afflictions in this way, to 
foreign causes. In the dark ages of ignorance and 
superstition, evil spirits, angry deities, or particular 
planets were blamed ; in latter times importation was 
resorted to. The repeated occurrence of the same 
epidemic, naturally continued the discussion of the 
question of origin, and caused much light to be thrown 
on the subject generally, by the body of information 
collected, and Ae new principles developed; and on 
the whole, has tended greatly to promote diffusion 
of truth, and to benefit mankind. Among other 
good results that have followed, is the admission of 
die belief that " the sin might lie at our own door;^*. 
and hence, while no one questions the propriety of 
guarding against the introduction of diseases ifrom 
certain causes by ships, the propriety of attentfon 
to the sources of their production at home was made 
manifest, and a commendable degree of cleanliness 
in the ci^, in which it was before very deficient, has 
foQowed* 
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Since the passage of the first health law, rarious 
supplements have been added, and an alteration of 
the whole system has taken place; the present law was 
passed in 1806. By this, a board of health, consisting 
of five members, two of whom may be physicians, 
to be annually appointed by the governor, were con- 
stituted a body corporate. Three of the members 
must reside in the city, one in the Northern Liber- 
ties, and one in Southwark and M oyamensing. Out 
of their own body, the board shall choose a president, 
a secretary, and a treasurer; the board must meet 
once every day between the first of June and first of 
October, and also when specially convened by the 
president, or any two of the members : and is vested 
with full power to make general rules, orders, and 
regulations, for the government of the lazaretto, and 
the vessels, cargoes, and persons there detained, or 
under quarantine ; and of the health office and pub- 
lic hospitals; and to appoint such officers and servants^ 
and to allow them such pay as may be found necessa- 
ry and proper. The governor is also required to ap- 
point a resident physician, and quarantine mseter, to 
reside at the lazaretto ; and a consulting physician, 
and health officer, to reside in Philadelphia. 

Foreign vessels, arriving between die first of June, 
and first of October, are required to anchor off" the la- 
zaretto, and submit to the examination of the resident 
physician, touching the cargo, crew, passengers and 
baggage; to demand answers, on oath or affirmation, 
to all such questions as shall be put to any on board, 
touching those points, and the physician is required 
to inform the persons interrogated, of the penalty for 
giving false answers. If it shall happen that the 
vessel comes from a healthy port, and has had no 
contagious disease on board while out, smallpox and 
measles excepted, and there is no cause to suspect 
an infected cargo, a certificate of health is to be 

X 
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given to the master, who m^y then proceed to the 
city, and must present his certificate at the health office 
within twenty-four hours after his arrival* The 
board may however, cause further detention* 

If it appear that Uie vessel comes from a port at 
which a malignant disease prevailed, she must be 
detained so long as the board of health shal} deem 
necessary, but not exceeding twenty days. The let- 
ter bag when purified, shall be transmitted to the 
health officer at Philadelphia, who shall deposit it in 
the post office. The vessel and cargo are to be 
cleansed, and the clothing and baggage aired and pu- 
rified at the expense of the owner. Wine, rum, ssl^ 
sugar^ spices, molasses, mahogany, manutactured 
^tobacco, dye woods, and preserved fruits, may be con- 
veyed to the city in lighters. But if disease has occur- 
red during the voyage, or while in quarantine, the ves- 
sel is to be detained such further time as the board 
may deem necessary, the cargo to be unladen and pu- 
rified ; and the crew, passengers, cargo and bag* 
gage, except the articles before mentioned, shall not 
be suffered to enter the city before the first of Octo- 
ber, without licence from the bqard. After purifi- 
cation, and if no disease appear on board, the ves- 
sel may load and proceed to sea, from the lazaretto. 
Refusal to answer the questions of the physician^ 
or deception, incurs the penalty of five hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment at hard labour, for not 
less than one year, and not exceeding five : neglect 
to present a certificate subjects to a penalty of three 
hundred dollars. Neglecting to obey the orders of 
the lazaretto physician or board of health, subjects 
the^ offender to a fine not exceeding five hundred 
dollars. Vessels of war or coasters, having foreign 
goods on board, or bedding or clothing from any 
foreign port, must submit to the same forms as mer- 
chantmen. 
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Persons arrivhig from foreign ports infected, at 
any port in the United States, shall not enter the 
city after June, until October, without permission, 
under a penalty of five hundred dollars. 

Foreign vessels touching at ports in the Uni- 
ted States shall be liable to all the rules of vessels 
directly irom foreign ports. Coasters and ships of 
war, arriving between the first day of June, and the 
first of October, having on board foreign goods, or 
passengers, bedding or clothing, from any foreign 
port, shall be examined ; and if it appear that the said 
goods have been landed in Ae United States more 
than thirty days, and free from damage, thfe vessel and 
cargo uninfected, and passengers healthy, the ship 
is to be allowed to pass in the Hsual way; if other- 
wise, the same process is to be adopted aa in othei: 
cases, under a penalty of five hundred dollars. 

Vessels from places infected with the plague, or 
that have spoken othei*s infected therewith, are not 
to proceed to Ae city : the cargo, &c. on board are 
to be cleansed, and no part permitted to enter the 
xity without permission. The vessel, after being 
cleansed, may load and proceed to sea. 

Persons or goods arriving at any port in the Uni- 
ted States, from any port at which a malignant dis- 
ease prevailed, or in any vessel in which such dis- 
ease existed, while they were on board, are pro- 
hibited fit)m entering the city or county, between 
the first of Jime and the first day of October, with- 
out permission of the board, under a penalty of five 
hundred dollars, and forfeiture of goods. 

The board may prohibit communication with iji- 
fected ports in the United States; and order vessels, 
from those ports, to stop at the lazaretto; they may 
convey persons from infected places to a place of 
purification ; may interrogate suspected persons; 
may remand vessels^ on just cause, to the lazaret- 
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V> ; take order to prevent the spreading of conta- 
gion in the city and liberties; prevent communicationr 
with infected houses; and cause all offensive or putrid 
substances, and all nuisainces, to be removed from 
any place in the city, or vicinity. Opposition or 
violence to smy of Ae members of the board, is 
punishable by fine, imprisonment and hard labour. 

Persons going on board, or along side of any vessel, 
or entering the lazaretto, must perform such quaran^ 
tine as the board may,, direct. Fugitives from the 
lazaretto may be apprehended and sent back : 
boarding house keepers must report persons who 
are taken sick in tlieir houses. I^ersons afflicted 
with malignant diseases, who cannot be attended at 
home, may be removed to the city hospital on Schuvl^ 
kiO. 

The lazaretto physician visits vessels, orders their 
purification, and the sick tx> be removed on shore^ 
and attends them there, and executes the orders of 
the board, respecting vessels, cargoes and persoi» 
under quarantine. 

The quarantine master directs the mooring Of 
vessels near the lazaretto; superintends the purifica'- 
tion of the vessels and cargoes ; prevents intercourse 
between vessels and the shore, and preserves order,, 
and enforces obedience^ the provision of the healtli 
law, and the regulations of the board. 

The port physician examines suspected vessds o^. 
persons that have arrived, at all times, and visits all 
foreign vessels arrivkig between October and June* 

The health officer attends at his office every day to 
receive certificates of health; enforces the regulations 
of the board, and collects and recovers all monies 
or fines directed, to be paid by this act. 

The lazaretto physician receives three dollars for 
every vessel visited ; the port physician, quarantine 
master, and health officer^one doUar each. 
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For die reception of persons ilt with any pestilent 
tial or c^tagious disease, in die city, (small-pox of 
meades excepted,) a c<Hiimodious brick hospital ha« 
been er^ted on the north side of Sassafras street, . 
and east side of the river Schuylkill. The expense of 
support at this hospital^ is to be defrayed by the pa- 
tient himself The description of the building wilt 
be giyen when we coitie to speak of the public build- 
ings. 

Prtftislon agaifisi Fire. 

This, till 1803, consisted of voluntary associations 
of the citizens, under the title of ** Fire Companies," 
and have subsisted since the year 1732; at which 
time, the first association took place. Since that time, 
numerous others hare successively been formed; and 
at the present time, Ae number amounts to upwards 
6f forty* The general principles of these associations 
are the samt. Thej^ provide baskets, buckets, and 
bags, at their individual expanse ; and most of them 
have an engine, purchased out of the joint funds of 
the company. They meet monthly, and a member is 
appointed to visit the hoiises of the members, to se^ 
that the buckets, 8cc. arc ready for nsc. There are 
ait present about thirty five engines in the city. One 
of the members is appointed to direct the water, irt 
ease of fife, and the members and citizens generaBy, 
tender Aeir assistance where wanted. -A universal 
Spirit prevails on such occasions, aniong the people^ 
who exert themselves with an activity, evenr in the 
most inclement weather, th^ would seem to arise 
from their having an interest in the pii^opcrty on fire, 
Or stock in the office in which the house was insured; 
and actions of disinterested heroism and intrepidity 
have often been performed, (commonly by the labour- 
ing class, or mediaiiici^,) which w6uld have, in ancient 
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times, bead rewsffded bypiddtc honours* Many tueli 
instances have occurred, and some acts have deserve 
ediy been perpetuated, by honoundble testimonials 
from offices in which the {property on fire had be^i 
msured. 

The introduction of the water of the river Schuyl- 
kill, into Philadelphia, led to the esta^lishm^it of^a 
system for extinguishing fires, that cannot be exceed^ 
ed for either dispatch or effect, and deserves par- 
ticular notice. The occurrence of a fire in 1803, which 
destroyed or injured eight new houses, in SanscHn 
street, gave the idea of attaching a hose to the fire 
plugs of the hydrants in the streets, by which the fire 
engines might'n>e more rapidly filled than by means 
of men standing in a lane, or even before a lane could 
be formed :^ and through which the water would 
also be forced, and might be directed to the part of 
a house on fire. A meeting of a few young men was 
accordingly called at the house of the gentlemi^f 
who happily conceived the idea; when it was resolved 
to form themselves into a company, and to procure>a 
hose, and carriage to convey it : but as the expose 
of these, and the ereoion of a house to contain ^emv 
W9uld be beyond their means, assistance was sought 
for from citizens who possessed real estate of great ^- 
ue, and from insurance companies; and a sum was soon 
obtained, which enabled them to accon^lish their de* 
sign. The original association assumed the name of 
^^ The Pl^a^elphia Hose Company,'' and a systemi 
of discipline w^ established, which gave full effect U> 

* The usual mode of supplyinj^ en^nea in time of JKfe, it by 
buckets handed to men arranged in double columns from pumps 
to the engines. Fifteen minutes are generally employed in filling 
an etigine by means of a lane; and only one minute and a half by 
a hose. If the engine have a hose from its air vessely the hose 
-which supplies it» will keep it constantly full. 
t Reuben Hsdnes. 
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their .ope^ticnis. At the first fire that oceunred after 
dieir establishment^) during a severely cold nighty 
their exertions were so successful as to excite the ge- 
neral attention of the citizens present, and to call 
forth several public. testimonies in their favour. The 
original patrons of this youthful patriotic association, 
had the satisfaction of seeing that their pecuniary as- 
sistance had been well bestowed j and the company 
were gratified by additional subscriptions from the 
citizens and insurance companies ; and by seeing as* 
soeiations similar to their own, forming in the city. 

The following is a list of the present hose compa- 
nies in Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia, Good Intent, Resolution, Humane, 
Neptime, Perseverance, Hope, Columbia, South- 
wark. 

Each company consists of about thirty members^ 
all of whom are engaged in the active^pursuits of life, 
and many of them acquiring trades. Every opera- 
tion is performed systematically. The members are 
designated by badges, upon Aeir. hats ; and on die 
alarm of fire, tb^ are to be seen with their appara- 
tus brought to the spot, ready to supply the engines 
as they arrive, or to apply water immediately to the 
place on fire, by means of branch pipes. The hose 
is of leather, two and a half, or two and one eighth 
ittches diameter; generally a thousand feet in ejitent, 
and 'divi€led into sections of fifty feet, all capable oC 
being united, each section being connected by brass 
swivell screws. 

The carriage of the Philadelphia company appears 
to be most complete ; the hose being wound upon 
a cylinder, at once calculated to air it, a measure es- 
sential to its preservation^ and to retain it in proper 

• March 3d, 1803^ in Whalebone alley. 
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order. It has, moreover, a bell, by the sound of which 
the members of the cbmpai^ may know where t« 
find it in the night, when out on duty. 

While it is universally admitted diat the services 
of these companies have been great, the fact, that 
young men conceived and matured the plan, gives 
ft a particular claim to commendation* The ex* 
pense of keeping in repair the carriages, hose, and 
all the apparatus, is great, and latterly, has chiefly de- 
volved on the members, whose gratuitous and pat« 
riotic exertions certainly should secure them agsunst 
pecuniary loss» The corporation, holders of property, 
and fire insurance companies, are particularly mter- 
ested in keeping up these establishments. 

The following estimate of the value of the fire ap- 
paratus, in the city of JPhiladelphia, it is believed, is 
below the actual cost. 

d5 engines, houses, &c. 81200 eabch, S42,000 

Ladders and irt books, • • . 1,000 

Nine hose companies, 7^850 feet of 1 lAfwl 

hose } houses, carriages and apparatus, J lO^vXX} 

Houses and afq>aratus belonging to"l 
•* The Protectors of Properur in tinfe V 400 

irffire," J 



8^,000 

This last association is lately fonsied, to prevent 

4tpredations in time of fire. They have large binketa 

f» carry out goods, and carriages winh disting&tslH 

ing badges, to convey them away. 

Wccdtn Building's. 

Since 1 796, no wooden buildings arc perftikted to be 
erected in the thickly settled parts of the city, the li- 
mits of which are designated, under a penalty of five 
hundred dolIal*s, and one hundred dollars addition-^ 
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al, for every three months after conviction, during 
which the same shall remain ; and every person em- 
ployed in the building or erecting any wooden maiv- 
sion, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding one 
hundred dollars. This excellent - law has greatly 
tended lo lessen fires in the city, and to improve its 
appearance. 

Weights and Measures. 

The following is a part of a report on this sub- 
ject, made to tbe legislature of Pennsylvania, in the 
session of 1807, by Mr. John Dorsey. 

** There are in the city of Philadelphia, two oflSces 
of regulation for weights and measures. One for 
measures of the dry kind, and one for measures of 
the wet kind, aud for weights. The former office 
contains an ancient copper or brass half bushel, sup- 
posed to have been brought from England by Wil- 
liam Penn, or Nathaniel Allen, and to be the same 
that is mentioned in the law of lyoo. At this time, 
however, there is no. certainty, as there are no dis- 
coverable marks of British regulation^ as are by the 
said law required : the marks are B. N. E. in two 
places. It is coarsely made; the diameters and bottom 
imequal and irregular; is bruised and patched, and 
does not agree in its ccmtents with the Winchester 
bushel. By the best measurement that can be taken, 
it contains eleven hundred and thirteen, nine tenths, 
cubic inches, and is equal to the bushel of English 
cubic inches, two thousand two hundred and twenty 
seven, eight tenths. There is also a coal tub of usage, 
intended for two budiels, which when stricken, con- 
tains five half bushels, or about two thcKisand six hun- 
dred and eighteen cubic English inches, and three 
hundred and seventy parts of a thousand. This of- 
fice idsa contains a cast brass' four quart stsuidard, 
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of two hundred and^ seventy five cubic inches^ atid 
a cast brass two quart standard of one hundred and 
thirty seven cubic inches, both marked with the let=- 
ters W, R. and a crown stamp. The latter office con- 
tains a cast brass quart standard, same mark, of 
seventy- one and a quarter cubic inches : and a ca^ 
brass pint standard, both stamped, and evidently of 
the set imported, as before mentioned. Being thus 
stamped, they are by the aforesaid law made legal, 
although they do not agree with the Winchester stand- 
ard.* 

There are also in this office, a copper half g^on, 
and a copper quart, intended for €he regulation of 
wine measures^ an iron yard, or three feet meaBure 
of extension, without known accuracy. Neither of 
these three have any evidence of regulation or le^ 
8tanip»f There are likewise a number of brass 
Heights in gradatiofn from tiie fifty sixpouilds t^reight 
to the half ounce, which bear the apj^ftrattce of ha- 
ving been impcoted in pursuance of thfe aforesaid 
law, having the stamps of the mural crown, the Ifette^ 
C, and the dagger f, whkh are evidently of the city of 
London regulation. They do not bear Ae due and 
relative proportion etch to the otheir, especially in thfe 
smaller weights ,• nor can it be expected after such 
length of use : when last tried, the pound and ^gre- 
gate ounces varied nearly an ounce. As regards the 
standard for ttt^y wdg^ by which the precidus metals 



• The law of 1700 enacts that " the standards of weights ajrid 
measures shall be according to the king's standards for the ex- 
chequer.**— J. M. 

t The copper measures have probably been made in Philadel- 
phia. The yard was recently compared with a stamped steel mea- 
sure ofextension of France, (the Metre,) which is preserved ja 
the cabinet of the American Philosophical Society : and a^eea- 
bly to the role of proportion betweeii English and French weights, 
waa fowid Bliictly ao«aMe.-^J. hL 
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9re ?^saayed and determined, there is iK>ne. -The 
larger and ^oss wei^its are sdso irregular, and as 
there ia no determinate unit of weight from which 
to proceed, there can be no accuracy." 

The report also shews the absurdity of having 
various units, as sources fpr weights and measures, 
"inasmuch as that thereby constant opportunities 
for wrong are aflPorded," and proposes that there 
should be but one unit standard, or source for mea- 
sures of extension ; one unit standard for measures 
of capacity, and one imit standard for weight : one 
office of regulation for each county: one mode of 
measurement by measures of capaci^: viz. the strick- 
en, and one mode of weighing the neat hundred. 

The committee remark, '* It is of the first conse- 
quence, that every nation should have its own com- 
plete establishment founded on the best principles ; 
but it is not of equal moment whether smy two na- 
tions agree in having the same unit ; because a ta^^ 
ble of the relative proportions will instantly shew the 
quantity, according to the mode in any country. If 
Uiis idea is sai'e, it goea far to abate the necessity of 
universal standards, inasmuch as, that if ever any such 
standard can be established, the unit of measure must 
be marked thereon, and considered as bearing a re- 
lative proportion thereto : otherwise, all landed titles 
would be annihilated. It dixen follows, that such 
standard would be little other than a table of relative 
proportions, because no nation could agree to change 
the unitwjiich governs the acre." 

They propose to adopt the following well known 
principle as a standard. " That a measure of capacity 
V which will contain an exact cubic English foot, will, if 
filled with pure or distilled water, at sixty degrees 
of Farhenheit's thermometer, the water therein will 
weigh one thousand avoirdupois ounces. If then the 
foot measure is divided into-tenths, we obtain just 
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(Wie thousand suck cubic tenths of water, each of 
which will weigh an avoirdupois ounce ; ten whereof 
will fpvc the unit or weight : ten whereof will also 
give the unit or measure : and ten whereof will give 
our common foot. These being each commensurate 
with die other, will individually be a test for the ad- 
justment of the remaining two : a principle more safe 
than that upon which the weights and measures of 
Great Britain are founded : viz. That thirty two or 
twenty foia: grains of wheat, well dried and gathered 
from die middle of the ear, shall in their multiple 
give the pound: or thatthree barley corns shall, in their 
multiple, give the foot, inasmuch as that the size of 
the grain must always be according to the soil, or 
mode of cultivation.'' The bushel and gallon of Bos- 
ton, New York and Baltimore, all differ from that 
of Philadelphia ; and it is said, from each other. 
These facts shew the immediate necessity of atten- 
tion to the subject of weights and measures, by the 
general government. 

The reporter since states, that there is reason to 
believe that pure or distilled water, dropping from 
the exterior of an inverted cove, at a given tempe- 
rature of the thermometer and barometer, will be ^f 
uniform weight to the extent of the number of drops 
which are necessary to form the ounce : if so, the 
system woidd be complete : viz. a certain number of 
drops would give the present avoirdupois ounce ; 
the ounce squared, would give the one tenth part of 
the present English foot, or measure of extension ; 
and also the measure of capacity. 

Auctioneers* 

Six auctioneers are appointed by the governor, for 
the sale oi goods ot all kinds, and household furni- 
ture in the city of Philadelphia, who are obliged to 



d by Google 



GITlrSUBVEYORS. H$ 

^ivc ample security for the payment of die state dvLtf 
chargeable on the sale of goods. 

The following commissions are allowed the auc- 
tioneers. 



1^ per cent. 



For groceries, • • • • 

Dry goods, • . . »-r ,, 

Household goods, • • 24- m 
Real estate and ships^ ^ . i „ 

'The state duty, ... 1 „ 

A heavy penalty is incurred by unlicensed personis 
attempting to sell by auction. 

The revenue derived to the state from auction du- 
ties is considerable. 

In the year 1€09, it amounted to S533,635 22 
„ 1810, ,, . . 45,000 

The auctioneers iftake quarterly payments of the 
State dftty to the state treasurer. 

The auctioneers are, John Dorsey, Frederick 
Montmollin, Thomas Passmore, John HumeS| 
(Humes & Etting,) Peter Kuhn, Silas E. Weir. 

An auctioneer is also appointed for the exclusive 
public sale of horses and carriages. The days of sale 
are confined to Wednesday and Saturday : and a 
I^lace of sale specifically appointed, which at present 
is the south east part of the center square. A penal^ 
tif four dollars is incurred by every person, for each 
and every head of horse or cattle sold by auction in 
any other place or time, or within the prescribed li- 
mits, at any other time than before specified. 

The commissions allowed by law are, one per cent 
to the state, and two and a half to th^ auctioneefT 

Auctioneer^ A. M^-Karaher. 

City Surveyors. 

By act of February, 1721, the mayor and common^ 
alty were authorized to appoint two surveyors, or 

N 
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regulators, whose duty it was to set the foundations 
of houses, and regulate the walls to be built between 
- party and party, as to the breadth or thickness there- 
of ; which foundation shall be equally laid upon lands 
of the persons between whom such party wall is to 
be made. The first builder shall be reimbursed one 
half of the charge of s;uch party wall, or for so much 
thereof as the next builder shall have occasion to 
make use of, before he shall break into the said wall. 
The value is to be set by the said regulators. Ten 
pounds penalty is incurred on laying a foundation 
or party wall, before the same be viewed. An appeal 
from the regulators to the court of common pleas is 
provided for, by act of the 15th of April, 1782. By 
this law^^lftjVaults may be dug pnder the street, with- 
qut first obtaining leave from four justices, and a ma- 
jority of the regulators. 

By the thirty sixth section of the act of incorpora- 
tion, the mayor,^ or recorder and four aldermen are 
authorized to perform all such matters as the war- 
dens aiid street commissioners, in conjunction with the 
justices, were required to do. They therefore ap- 
point regulators. 

In 1804, councils passed an ordinance requiring 
the mayor to appoint two qualified persons to make 
a survej^, and regulate, with respect to ascents and 
descents, all the principal unpaved streets of the ci- 
ty, between Delaware Fifth 'street and the river 
Schuylkill, ascertaining the highest and most eleva- 
ted part of each street, from which the water ought 
to run in different directions : and to make per- 
manent marks at the height of two feet above what 
ought to be the level of tJie water course ; and to fix 
the course of such common sewers, as they shall judge 
necessary. The surveyors are also required to make 
a drait of all the principal streets and water courses 
within the aforesaid bounds, marking the several 
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points of greatest elevation in each street ; and to in- 
sert in a book^the quantity of descent, expressed in 
inches to the hundred feet, and the depth and quan- 
tity of descent of the sewers ; which book is to be 
deposited in the city commissioners office, for pub- 
lic inspection. The task has been executed by Mr. 
Reading Howell. Future surveyors, and the city com- 
missioners, are required to regulate the lines and li- 
mits of the streets, agreeably to the aforesaid draft. 
There are now four city regulators: James Pear- 
son, Reading Howell, William Stevenson, William 
Garrigues. 

JVater Works. 

The attention of the public, to the future necessity 
of a supply to Philadelphia, of other water than that 
afforded by pumps and wells, was first excited by the 
venerable Franklin ; and in his will, he directed that 
when the interest arising from a legacy which he left 
for a pui^se hereafter to be mentioned, amounted to 
a certain sum, it should be applied to the important 
object. Repeated attacks of an awful epidemic, a 
growing conviction in the public mind, of the connec- 
tion between the cleanliness of a city, and its health ; 
of the utility of a copious supply of water in case of 
fire, and for culinary purposes ; and the deterioration 
of our pump water becoming every year more per- 
ceptible, a general sentiment appeared to prevail on 
the subject. In 1797, petitions were accordingly ad- 
dressed to the city councils, signed by an unprece- 
dented number of respectable citizens; and their at- 
tention was, in consequence, powerfully directed 
thereto. Various schemes were proposed : the chief 
of which were, 1, The completion of the canal in- 
tended to unite the Delaware and SchuylkilL 2, Con- 
ducting the water of Spring-mill, fifteen miles, N. N*. 
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W. of Philadelphia.* 3, To make a reservoir upon 
the banks of the Schuylkill, to throw up a sufficient 
quantity of water into a tunnel, and to catry it thence 
to a reservoir in Center Square : and after being rais- 
ed tiiere, to distribute it throughout the city by pipes. 
This was proposed by Mr. Latrobe. Other plans 
were suggested, which it is unnecessary to tnention. 
After much deliberation, coimcils determined upon 
the last plan, and Mr. Latrobe was accordingly em- 
ployed by the committee, as engineer, and to make the 
necessary inquiry, as to the possibility of procuring the 
erection of steam engines of sufficient power. A con- 
tract was entered into with N. J. Roosevelt, of Soho, 
on the river Passaick, in New Jersey, for two steam 
engines, of a power to raise and deliver, at the height 
of fifty feet each, three million gallons of water in 
every twenty-four hours, throughout the year : and 
in order to provide for the great expenses which 
would be incurred by the work, councib proposed to 
borrow 55150,000, and pledged the income of the cor- 
porate estates of Philadelphia, and other adequate 
provision within the means and power of the city cor- 
poration, together with any aid the legislature might 
grant, for payment of the interest and redemption of 
the principal. Subscribers to this loan, were also to 
be entitled, in the first instance, to a preference of a 
supply of water, to one dwelling house of each share 
so subscribed, for three years, free of charge : but 
notwithstanding the ample security offered to monied 
men, and the respectability of the citizens in the coun- 
cils, who toot an active part in the business, the loan 
progressed with a slo^ pace. Two causes contributed 
to this circumstance. A loan had been proposed by 
the United States, at eight per cent, while only six 



An 9ttcwtxsio{ this sj^ing shall be given hereafter^ 
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per cent, the legal interest of Pennsylvania, was of- 
fered by the corporation. 2d, The stockholders of 
the Schuylkill and Delaware canal, whose charter 
granted to them the liberty of watering the city, op- 
posed the project at every step, by petition to the 
legislature ; and by their influence in the city and 
councils, as an infringement of their rights. This oppo- 
sition contributed to a denial of that aid which had been 
requested, by petitions of the citizens and of the coun- 
cils. 3d, From the novelty of the undertaking, the ge- 
neral failure of all previous attempts at the application 
of steam to mechanical purposes, in the United States, 
especially to boats: and our inexperience in the con- 
ducting the operations of a steam engine on land, also 
contributed, in the minds of many of the citizens, to 
raise doubts of the successful issue erf the proposed 
scheme. Under these discouraging prospects, and in 
the hope that by a more clear developement of the 
plan, as expanded to view by its execution, confi- 
dence would be excited, and adequate subscriptions 
be made, councils, with a spirit of perseverance that 
cannot be too much priaised, resolved to advance the 
work, with the funds in hand : but these were soon 
found to be inadequate ; the individual members of 
the committee then generously advanced the neces- 
sary sums wanted, and the Bank of the United States 
also, afterwards loaned the sum of g20,000, in an- 
ticipation of a tax of §50,000, which councils deter- 
mined to raise. By these aids, the works proceeded, 
and the credit of the city was preserved. On the 2d 
of May, 1799, the first sod was dug, and although a 
dreadful epidemic fever prevailed in the succeeding 
autumn, the work went on without interruption, and 
on the 21st of January, 1801, the first water was 
thrown into the city, about one mile of pipes being 
then laid. The rapidity with which the works were 
pushed forward, notwithstanding the solidity apd. 

N 2 
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mass ofdiebuildnigs^tiniiieHs and piers, and in spte 
of the fever that afflkted the city, reiects infinite 
credit tqxm die eng^eer, and the committee of coun- 
cils, with whom the superintendence of die work wai 
specifically charged. 

The £c^going account has been designedly minute, 
in order to shew die numerous difficulties that oppo- 
sed the water works in their commencement ; the 
great benefit from them, we hourly experience, and to 
which some of the dien most violent opposers, have 
since owed the preservation of dieir property, and in 
all probability, the city much of its present health: for 
without pretending to ascribe to diem all the latter 
effect, it may be mentioned as a striking fact, that 
the malignant fever in 1801, and since that year, 
ias been chiefly, if not entirely, confined to those 
parts of the city and liberties, into which the water 
had not yet been introduced. 

The mode in which the watering of the city is ef- 
fected, is first by fonnitig a basin on the Schuylkill 
shore, 84 feet wide, and 200 long, the bed of which 
is three feet below low water mark; from which is an 
open canal, of 16Crfeet long, extending to near the 
rise of the hill on which the lower engine stands. 
From thence the water passes through a subterrane- 
ous tunnel, Six feet in diameter, and three liundred feet 
long, cut nearly the whole distance through granite 
rock, to the shaft in the engine house, where the pumps 
are fixed: this shaft or well is fifty-four feet deep, and 
ten feet in diameter ; and is for twenty two feet, also 
cut out of the rock. After the water is raised through 
the shaft, by the engine, it falls into a brick tunnel of 
6 feet diameter, and 1408 yards in length, which 
passes under ground, and leads the water up Ches- 
nut street to Broad street, and from thence, into the 
center engine house, where it is agaih raised 36 feet 
from the surface of the street, wad runs into a reser- 
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voir contamitig 16,000 gallons: from this itdeacends 
to.«a iron -ckest, outside of the buikljiag, to i^hich die 
diflFerent mains that supply the general distribution 
are connected ; die mains are, two of 6 inches diame- 
ter, and two of 44 inches. 

The lower enginenear Schuylkill, is a double steam 
engine of forty inches cylinder, and six feet stroke* 
The boiler is seventeen feet long, eight feet wide at the 
bottom, nineteen feet long, and ten feet wide at the 
height of five feet seven inches* It consumed fifty 
bu^els of coals, and half a ccM-d of wood, while roll- 
ing iron twelve hours, at twenty strokes per min- 
ute; and pumping water, six hours, at twelve strokes 
per minute. The air pump is an improvement u»- 
en that used hy Bolton and Watt ; consisting in its 
evacuating the condensor twice at every stroke, there- 
by creating a much better vacuum, and of course 
adding considerably to the power of the engine, in 
proportion to the diameter of its cylinder without 
increasing friction. 

The engine at the center square is also a double 
steam engine, the- diameter of whose cylinder is thirty 
two inches. It is worked irregularly, filling alter- 
nately the elevated reservoir, and stopping during 
the time occupied by the discharge of the water in- 
to the city. Mr. Latrobe rated it at twelve strokes of 
six feet, per minute, for sixteen hours in twenty-four, 
during which time it consumed from twenty-five to 
thirty-three bushels of best Virginia coals.* 

The pipes through the city are chiefly of four and 
a half, and three inches bore. 

The length of pipes laid, is about 35 miles. They 
extend through all the improved parts of the city. 



*' A more particular account of the construction of these en- 
^inesy boilers, &c. may be found in the Trans. Amer. I*hiL 
Soc Yol 6. p. 89, by Mr. Latrobe. 
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The whole expense of the works from the com- 
mencement, to November 1, 1810, has been about 
S5500,000. 

The pipes are bored by placing the log in two 
cast iron rings, and centered by regulating screws ; 
as the log turns, the augers enter at each end, and 
meet* in the middle ; a pipe of fifteen feet long can 
be bored, and the joints made for the connecting 
cylinders, in fifteen minutes. 

The connecting cylinders are of cast iron, widening 
at both ends, that as the log is driven up, the joints 
become tight. 

Private families are supplied with water by small 
wooden and leaden pipes : the ferules that connect 
with the conduit, are half an inch diameter for private 
families, and larger, for breweries, manufiactories, &c. 

The number of manufactories, &c. supplied No- 
vember the first, 1809, was 1590. 

The rents of which amounted to 559,105 

The number of manufactories to November the 
first, 1810, . . ... 1,922 

The rents . . . . SlO,931 

Five engine men are employed in the work through 
tiie year, and eight others, including a blacksmith, a 
cai'penter, a brass founder, and assistants. When pipes 
are laying and boring, more men are required. 

The duty of attending to the various concerns 
©f tiie water works devolves on the watering 
coMMirxEE, which is again formed into subcom- 
mittees of distribution, of accounts, and for purchase 
of fuel, timber, &c. 

The comniittee of distribution regulate where pipes 
shall be placed, situations for pumps, fire plugs, and 
all other public fixtuf'es; fix the price of water rents 
for manufactories, and all other works that require 
more water than a private dwelling. 
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Committee of accounts, examine the accounts and 
form an annual report to councils o^ the statement 
of the work, accounts, &c. 

Committee for purchase of fuel, attend to the pur- 
chase of wood and coal. 

Committe for timber, purchase all the pipe timber^ 
arid what other may be required. 

The committee at large, direct the repairs and 
alterations. 

The funds for the support of the works are raised 
by amount of water rents; the balance by a tax. 

The water rents of this year amount to SlO,9Sl 

The balance by tax. . . . 18,500 

< 

!^9,431 
which together are the estimate for carrying on the 
Work for the year 1811. 

The quantity of water pumped, will average 
700,000 g^allons per twenty- four hours. 

The hydrant pumps are similar in construction 
to the common well pumps: the mode of supplying 
th^m is by a small cistern, to which the water is 
conducted, and fed by means of a ball cock, the ball 
having a lever which connects with the plug of the 
cock, that when the water in the cistern falls, the ball 
follows, and of course opens the cock. 

The watering committee, from a desire to prevent 
the ver}'^ great waste of the Schuylkill water, which 
prevails throughout the city, have published the 
following statement, to show how necessary it is 
for every person to avoid (and prevent as far as is 
in their power) all waste ot the water, with which 
the city is so abundantly supplied, at a very great 
expense, which is considerably increased by continual 
abuses in the use thereof. 

The quantitj' of water raised at the center square 
engine, for the supply of the city, is about 250 mil- 
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lions of gallons in a year, which cost about 20,000 
dollars, or eight cents for a thousand gallons. 

From various experiments made to ascertain the 
quantity of water discharged through a ferule of 
half an inch diameter in one minute^ the result was, 
seven to ten and a half gallons, according to the 
situation and head of water at the center engine, the 
average of which is eight, five eighths gallons per min- 
ute, which in one hour will amount to 51 7i galls. 

In one day • • . • 12,420 do. 

In one year . . • 4,533,300 do.. 

If the water from one house runs only half an 
hour in every day, the quantity in a year will 
amovmtto 94,500 gallbns, at eight ceiits per thou- 
sand gallons, is • • • • $7^ 56 

The rent for the house per year is « 5 00 

The loss to the city is . • • 2 56 

The fire plugs are three inches dianleter and will 
each discharge in one minute, from 200 to 250 gal- 
lons of water, according to the dimensions of the 
pipe of conduit it is attached to, and the head at the 
center square, so that in one hour from 12,000 to 
,15,000 gallons of water may be discharged from one 
fire plug. 

Mint. 

Previously to the passage of the law, by the fed- 
eral government, for regulating tiie coins of the Uni- 
ted States, much perplexity arose from the use of 
. no less than four different currencies or rates, at which 
. rae species of coin was reckoned in the different 
parts of the imion. Thus, in f^ew Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts, Main, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, Ver- 
mont, Virginia, and Kentucky, the dollar was reck- 
oned at six shillings; in New York and North Caro- 
lina, at eight shillings j.in New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
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and Maryland, at seven shillings and sixpence. In 
Georgia and South Carolina, at four and eight pence. 

This subject had engaged the attention of the con- 
gress of the old confederation, and the present sys- 
tem of the coins, is formed upon the principles laid 
down in their resolve of 1786: hy which the de- 
nominations of money of account, were required to 
be dollars, (the dollar being the unit) dismes or tenths, 
cents or hundredths, and mills or thousandths of a 
dollar. Nothing can be more simple or convenient 
than this decimal subdivision, and the terms are 
proper because they express the proportions which 
they are intended to designate. The dollar was 
wisely chosen, as it corresponded with the Spanish 
coin, with which we had been long familiar. 

In the year 1792, a law was passed by the gene- 
ral government for establishing a mint, and for regu- 
lating the coins of the United States : by this law, 
the lollowing coins were to be struck. 

1. Eagles; each to be of the value of ten dollars, 
and to contain 247^ grains of pure gold, or 270 
gi'ains of standard gold. 

2. Half eagles; each to be of the value of five 
dollars, and to contain 123 grains of pure gold, or 
135 grains of standard gold. 

3. Quarter eagles; each to be of the value of 
two dollars and fifty cents, and to contain 61 -J of 
pure gold, or 674 S'"^^'^^ ^^ standard gold. 

Silver Coins* 

1. Dollars or units; each to be of the value of 
one hundred cents, and to contain 371,^ grains of 
pure silver, or 416 grains of standard silver. 

2. Half dollars; each to be fifty cents, and to con-^ 
tain 185tS grains of pure silver, or 208 grains of 
standard silver. 
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3. Quarter dollars; each to be twenty five cents, 
or one fourth of the value of the dollar or unit ; and 
to contain 90^ grains of pure silver. 

4. Diames; each to be of the value of ten cents, or 
one tenth of a dollar, and to contain 37-^ grains of 
pure silver, or 41 f grains of standard silver. 

5. Half dismes; each to be of the value of five 
cents, or one twentieth of a dollar, and to contain 
18t^ grains of pure silver, or 20f grains of standard 
silver. 

A pound of pure gold, is equal in value to 15 pounds 
of pure silver.* 

Copper Coins. 

Cents ; each to be of the value of the one hun- 
dredth part of a dollar, and to contain, 168 grains* 
Half cents;. to contain 84 grains of copper. 

Alloy. 

Gold coins are to consist of eleven parts of pure 
gold ; asid one part alloy. The alloy to be composed 
of silver and copper, in such proportions not exceed- 
ing one half silver, as shall be lound convenient ; 
to be regulated by the director of the mint, for the 
time bein^, with the approbation of the president 
of the United States. 

Silver coins are to consist of 1485 parts of pure 
silver, to 179 parts copper. 

The following devices are impressed on the re- 
spective gold and silver coins. On one side, a female 
head, emblematic of liberty, with an inscription of the 
word "Liberty,'' the thirteen stars, and the year of 
the coinage : and on the reverse, an eagle, emblematic 

- ' ■ 'I I #■ ■- ■■ i « ■ 

'♦In England it is 15 1-5— In France 15 Z-S. 
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#f the 9MtkS of the United States, wifli the inscrip^ 
tion E PLURiBUS UNUM, and the value ot the piece. 
On the copper coins, a female head, with the word 
"liberty" on the ribbon round the head, with 13 
stars, in a circle, and the year of the coinage ; and on 
the reverse, the word "one cent," surrounded by a 
wreath, and the inscription " united states of 
America" on the outer circle. 

No Charge is made for coining bullion. 

At the first establishment of the mint, great dif- 
ficulties and embarrassments were experienced from 
a variety of causes ; but time has overcome them allj 
and it is understood, that in some respects the pro- 
cess of striking is more complete than m most other 
countries, England excepted. 

The mode of hardening the dies is peculiar to 
the mint, and is the discovery of the present assistant 
coiner, Mr. Eckfeldt. The beauty ot the coin of the 
United States, is not inferior to that of any country 
in the world. There is a sharpness and cleanness of 
cut, not perceptible in those of either France or Spain* 

The annual expense of the mint establishment, 
amounts to about 20,000 dollars. On the second 
Monday in February, the commissioner of loans, 
the district judge, and attorney general, are required, 
by law, to attend at the mint, for the purpose of 
having the coins assayed, which have been reserved, 
in order to ascertain whether the coins issued from 
the mint, during the past year, are equal to the stand- 
ard fixed by law. 

Since the establishment of the mint, there have 
been coined, of 

Gold, to the amount of . 8^,763,597 50 

Silver, . . . 4,370,846 50 

Copper, . . . 214,977 21 

Total value of coinage to 1809, g8,349,42l 2t 
o 
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<^f which the sum of 183^712,488 have been issued 
during the last four years. The issue of the year 
1810, amounts to gl, 155,868 50. Of the gold coins, 
the value of ^27,000 is the produce of North Caro- 
lina. 

The present officers are, Director, Robert Pat- 
terson. Treasurer, Benjamin Rush. Chiet coiner, 
Henry Voight. Melter and refiner, Joseph Cloud* 
Assay er, Joseph Richardson. Engraver, Rd^ert 
Scott. 

The Jail^ and Management of Criminak. 

Previously to a description of the jail, and of the 
mode of punishing criminals, it wiU be proper to 
give a short account of the revolution which has ta- 
ken place in the penal laws of the state. 

So much trouble had been given to the British go- 
vernment, by reason of the lax conditions contained 
in, the patent of the trading company, under which 
the colony of Massachusetts had been formed ; that 
it naturally became more attentive to the terms of 
the charter, granted to the foimder of Pennsylvania, 
in order to prevent those assumptions of power, and 
attempts at independence, so natural on the part of 
colonists remote from the mother country. The char- 
ter of Charles II. therefore, to William Penn, which 
Was drawn up by one of the^most able lawyers of his 
time, enjoined that the laws should be made ^^ as near 
as conveniently may be, agreeably to the laws, stat- 
utes and rights of England, with a saving to the 
crown in case of appeals ;" and in order to insure sm 
observance of this injunction, it was ordered, that 
^ transcript of all laws, shall within five years after 
the making thereof, be transmitted to the privy coun- 
cil, for the royal approbation or dissent. The hu- 
mane mind of Penn revolted against the sanguinary 
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punishments of Britain, and therefore, j^ttempted the 
amelioration of the penal code. "He abolished the 
ancient oppression of forfeitures for selt murder, and 
deodands in all cases of homicide. He saw the wick- 
edness of exterminating, where it was possible to rer 
form; and the folly ol capital punishments^in a coun- 
try, where he hoped to establish purity of morals, and 
innocence of manners. As a philosopher, he wished 
to extend the empire of reason and humanity : and 
as a leader of a sect, he might recollect, that the in* 
fiiction of death in cold blood, could hardly be justi- 
fied by those who denied the lawfulness of war. He 
hastened, therefore, to prevent the operation of the 
system which the charter imposed ; and among the 
fo-st caresof his administration, was that of forming 
a small, concise, but complete code of criminal law, 
suited to the state of his new settlement. Murder^ 
** wilful and premeditated," is the only crime for 
which the infliction of death is prescribed, and this 
is declared to be enacted in obedience " to the law 
of God," as though there had not been any political 
necessity, even for this punishment : yet even here, the 
life of the citizen was guarded by a provision, that 
no man should be convicted, but upon the testimony 
of two witnesses; and by a humane practice, early in* 
troduced, of stayine execution till the record of cpn* 
yiction had been laid before the executive, and full 
opportunity given to obtain a pardon of the offence, 
or a mitigation of the punishment. When transmit- 
ted to England, they were all repealed by the queen in 
council 2 but were immediately reenacted, and they 
continued until the year 1718,*" the epoch of Penn*s 
death. The penal code of England was then revived. 

* Inquiry^ how far the punishment of death is necessary in 
PemifiyWania, By William Bradford, Philadelphia. Dobson^ 1793. 
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The constitution of Pennsylvania, formed upon 
the declaration of independence, among many faults, 
contained some excellent provisions, one of which 
directed " the legislature to proceed to the reforma- 
tion of the penal laws, and to invent punishments less 
sanguinary, and better proportioned to the various 
degrees of criminality." The continuance of a war, 
in which the liberty of the country was at stake, left 
no time to attend to any subject except those of the 
greatest urgency ; nothing therefore was done until 
ikcr the conclusion of the contest, and until the 
numerous concerns arising fix)m the circumstance of 
the war had been settled. In 1786, the attempt was 
made by the passage of a law, to introduce the pun- 
ishment of hard labour for some offences, which un- 
der the old system had been capital, and to confine 
that of death to four crimes only. The labour 
which the convicts were to perform, was however 
to be public, and they were accordingly chained 
to wheelbarrows, and were employed to ^lean the 
streets, and repair the roads : as a mark of infamy^ 
their heads were shaved, and they wore a particular 
habit. This alteration of the penal system was far 
from having the effect which the friends to humanity 
wished. While the sight of so many objects of 
public infamy was abhorrent to the feeling mind, the 
difficulty of watching them was great, and escapes 
occurred to an alarming extent. '* Pardons, so destruc- 
tive to every mild system of penal laws, were granted 
with a profusion, as unaccountable as it was mischiev- 
ous, froni both of which causes it happened that men 
were scarcely convicted, before many of them were 
again let loose upon the public.*'* Mistaken or mis- 



* Bradford's Inquiry, p. 23. 
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applied humanity of the citizens, supplied the con- 
victs with better fare than the labouring mechanic 
could afford to purchase, and also with the means of 
procuring spirituous liquors ; and hence intoxication 
was daily seen among men who were expiating their 
crimes by the deprivation of their liberty ; terror was 
sometimes excited by their presence ; they became 
hardened against shame; the various degrees of vice 
were mixed in one mass, so that from the effects of 
contamination, the great object of punishment, viz. 
the reformation of criminals, was completely de- 
feated. 

In the year 1787, Dr. Rush, who had for several 
years before borne a testimony against the system of 
public punishments, read a paper at a '* society for 
political inquiries," held at the house of the venerable 
Franklin, entitled, ** an inquiry into the influence of 
public punishments on criminals and society," which 
was afterwards published. In this he exposed the 
errors and mischief of the penal law that had been 
recently passed, and proposed that all punishments 
should be private, and that they should consist of con- 
finement, different kinds of labour, low diet, and soli- 
tude, accompanied by religious instruction. The prin- 
ciples contained iif this pamphlet, were opposed with 
acrimony and ridicule, in the newspapers. They 
were considered as the schemes of a humane heart, 
but wild and visionary imagination, which it was im- 
possible from the nature of man, and constitution 
of his mind, ever to realize, and as being much 
more adapted to the government of an Utopia, 
than to those living under that of Pennsylvania. 
Notwithstanding a most powerful opposition, the law 
was repealed, after it had, by a continuance of three 
years, proved the correctness of the arguments which 
"had been urged against it. In place of public pun- 
ishment, hard labour in private, fine, solitary ina- 
o 3 
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prisonment, and low diet were substituted: gen- 
eral Teguladons were laid down for the management 
of the prison, and inspectors were directed to be ap* 
pointed with power to make such further regulations 
for the purpose of carrying the act into execution, 
as should be approved by the mayor and recorder 
of the city. The legislature, as if apprehending 
that the new system would not ultimately answer, 
limited the law to five years. 

In th« year 1788, Dr. Rush published a second 
pamphlet, entitled " an inquiry into the justice and 
policy of punishing murder by death,"* in which he 
adopted and defended the opinion of the Marquis 
of Beccaria, by denying the right of government to 

;unish even the crime of deliberate murder by death, 
''othis pamphlet a reply was written by the Rev. Mr. 
Annan, of the Scotch presbyterian church,f who 
chiefly derived his arguments from scripture. Upon 
those texts Dr. Rush published a number of re- 
marks^ intended to prove, that they all referred to the 
dispensations of Noah and Moses, and that they were 
completely abrogated by the doctrines and precepts 
of the gospel. In the year 1793, Mr. Bradford, the 
attorney general of Pennsylvania, published an " in- 
quiry how far the pimishment of death is necessary 
in Pennsylvania," with notes and illustrations, and 
.documents from the criminal courts of the state, 
calculated to enforce and establish the principles and 
arguments previously Ijud down by Dr. Rush. An 
account of the jail was added by Caleb Lownes, one 
of the inspectors of the prison. At the following 
session of the legislature, the punishment of death 
was abolished for all ci^imes except murder of the 
first degree ; by which is understood '* all murder 
perpetrated by means of poison, or by lying in wait: 

* American Museum Vol: 4. 
tI>o. do. . do. 

♦ 00. d^ 51 
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or by any ©ther kind of wilful, deliberate and premedi- 
tated killing; or which shall be committed in the per- 
petration, or attempt to perpetrate, any arson, rape, 
robbery or burglary." Such has been the effect ot 
the abolition of the spectacles of public executions, 
upon the feelings of the citizens of Pennsylvania, 
that it is now difficult to obtain a jury that will find 
a man guilty of murder, even when it is attended 
with circumstances of malice and cruelty; for which 
reason, governor Snyder has recommended, in a 
message to the legislature of Pennsylvania^ to abo- 
lish the punishment of death in all cases whatever. 
A motion to the same purpose, and prefaced by 
some powerful arguments, was made in the senate 
of Pennsylvania during the session of 1809, by Mr» 
John Connelly, to whom, with Mr. C. Lownes, may 
be jusdy ascribed the merit of bringing to the test 
of the fullest and most successful experience, the 
humane principles of the new penal code. These 
gentlemen were appointed inspectors of the prison, 
at an early period, and upon,them chiefly devolved 
the arduous task of breaking down all difficulties 
arising from the long continuance of that most dis- 
gusting, that foul system of discipline, which had long 
disgraced the management of the jail. 

Those who recollect the situation of the jail of 
Philadelphia, under the former regime, or those 
who have seen the prisons of Europe at the present 
day, may readily form an opinion of the difficulties 
that attended the attempt at reformation, as contem- 
plated by the new code. The task wasjtruly arduous: 
an Augean stable of filth and iniquity was not only 
to be cleansed, but industry, and morality to be 
introduced^ and under difficulties that seemed al- 
most insurmountable. The jailor, the man whose 
duty required him to assist in the experiment, by a 
faithful obedience to the orders of the inspectors, con« 
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sti tilted one of them, for he had grown wealthy by th^ 
abuses which had been for a long time tolerated, and 
feared the introduction of a system which would cause 
his conduct to be closely watched; and the garnish, jail 
fees, sale of liquor, and other perquisites to cease* 
His opposition was therefore decided, and the num- 
ber of his friends enabled him to retain his place, 
notwithstanding the remonstrances of the inspectors 
against him. The prisoners were informed that their 
former habits of indolence^ the free use of spiritu^ 
ous liquors, and unrestrained intercourse were to 
end; and labour, sobriety and regularity to take place. 
They also therefore took the alarm, and on the even^ 
ing of the fii^t day on which the grand experiment was 
tried, they made a most desperate attempt to escape; 
fifteen of them succee4ed. Upon the restoration of 
order, the adoption of mild, but decided conduct, ulti- 
mately secured the most perfect obedience. ^JThe pri- 
soners were informed that " dieir treatment would de- 
pend upon their conduct,' and that those who evinced 
a disposition that would afford encouragement to 
believe they might be restored to liberty, should 
be recommended for a pardon ; but if convicted 
again, the law in its fullest rigour would be carried 
into effect against them. A change of 6onduct was 
early visible. They were encouraged to labour; 
their good conduct was remarked ; many were par- 
doned, and before one year was expired, their be* 
haviour was almost without exception, decent, or- 
derly, and respectful. This feet is of importance, ai^ 
it disproves an opinion that has led to much dis^ 
tress and cruelty, and will be an encouragement to 
those who can feel for this unhappy dass of mankind, 
so long'the victims to thd effects of a contrary treat- 
ment.''* 



• Lowne's account of penal laws. Bradford's Inquiry, p. 84. 
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A detail of the progress of the experftnent, of the 
diificulties the inspectors had to encounter, from 
inexperience in the management of criminals, whose 
Apparent amendment sometimes proved the veil for 
Consummate hypocrisy ; the difficulty of procuring 
suitable and sufficient employment, for the various 
classes of convicts that came under their care ; the 
various steps by which^ in fine, the system has been 
brought to its present perfection, would form materi- 
als for a display, which to the philanthropist, could 
not fail to be highly interesting ; but the nature of 
the present work requires roi attention to brevity 
that forbids the attempt, and therefore the system 
now in operation shall merely be given. 

1. Cleanliness, so intimately connected with mo- 
rality, is the first thing attended to, previously to any 
attempts at that internal purification, which it is the 
object of the discipline to effect. The criminal is 
washed, his clothes effectually purified and laid aside, 
and he is clothed in the peculiar habit of the jail, 
which consists of grey cloth, made by the prisoners^ 
adapted to the season. The attention to this impor- 
tant point is unremitted, during their confinemeht. 
Their faces and hands are dally washed ; they are 
shaved, and change their linen once a week, their 
hair is kept short ; and, during the summer, they 
bathe in a large tub. The apartments are swept and 
washed once or twice a week, as required, through- 
out the year. 

2. Work suitable to the age and capacity of the 
convicts is assigned, and an accoimt is opened with 
them. They are charged with their board, clothes, 
the fine imposed by the state, and expense of prose- 
cution, and credited for their work ; at the expi- 
ration of the time of servitude, half the amoimt of 
the sum, if any, left after deducting the charges, is 
required by law, to be paid to them. As the board 
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is low, the labour constant, and the working hdurs 
greater than among mechanics, it is easy for the con- 
victs to cam more than the amount of their expenses; 
so that when they go out, they receive a sum of money 
sufficient to enable them to pursue a trade, if so dis* 
posed, or at least, that will k^ep them from want, 
until they find employ, and prevent the necessity of 
stealing. 

On several occasions, the balance paid to a convict 
has amounted to more than one hundred dollars : in 
one instance it was one hundred and fifty d»liars: 
and from ten to* forty dollars are commonly paid. 
When, from the nature of the work at which the 
convict has been employed, or his weakness, his la- 
bour 4oes not amount to more than the charges 
aga'mst him, and his place of residence is at a dis- 
tance from Philadelphia, he is furnished with money 
sufficient to bear his expenses home. The price of 
boarding is sixteen cents per day, and the general 
cost of clothes for a year, is nineteen dollars thirty 
three cents* 

• 5. The prisoners lie on the floor,* on a blanket, and 
about thirty sleep in one room; they are strictly pro- 
hibited from keeping their clothes on at night* The 
hours for rising and retiring, are announced by abeB i 
and at those times they go out and come in, with thd 
greatest regularity. For their own comfort, they have 
established a set of rules, rjespecting cleanliness, on 
breach of which a fine is exacted. No one is even per- 
mitted to spit on the floor. A large lamp is hungup, 
out of Ae reach of the prisoners, in every room, which 
enables the keeper or watch to see every man ; and 
for diis purpose a small aperture is made in every 
door. The end of the cord by which the lamps are 
suspended, b outside of the rooms : the soliuay cells 
ts the punishment for extinguishing these lamps< 
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6* ITieir diet is wholesome, plain and invigorating, 
and their meals are served up with the greatest regu- 
larity and order : a bell announces when they are 
ready, and all collect at the door leading to the pas« 
sage where they eat, before any one is allowed to 
epter* They then take their seats without hurry or 
confusion ; and all be^in to eat at the same time* 
While eating, silence is strictly enjoined by the pre- 
sence of the keepers, who give notice of the time 
for rising trom table. For breakfast, they have about 
three tpurths of a pound of good bread, with mo- 
lasses and water. At dinner, half a pound of bread 
and beef, a bowl of soup and potatoes. Sometimes 
herrings, in the spring. At supper, com meal mush 
«nd molasses, and sometimes boiled rice. 

The blacks eat at a separate table. There is also 
a table set apart for those who have committed of^ 
fences for the first time, but not of sufficient enorm* 
ity to merit the solitary cells ; such as indolence, 
slighting work, impudence, &c. and to such no meat 
is given. Every one finds his allowance ready oa 
his trencher. The drink is molasses and water, 
which has been found to be highly useful, as a re- 
Ireshing draught, and as a medicine. Spirituous liquors 
or beer never enter the walls of the prison. The 
cooks and bakers are convicts, who are allowed thirty 
cents per day by the inspectors. The decency of 
deportment, and the expression of content, exhibited 
by the convicts at their meals, renders a view of 
them, while eating, highly interesting. No provisions 
are permitted to be sent to the ccmvicts from with- 
out. .' 

7. The regularity of their lives, almost secures 
them against disease. A physician, however, is ap- 
pointed to attend the prison, a room is appropriated 
for ^e reception of the sick or hurt, and nurses tp 
attend them. The effect of the new system has 
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been seen, in no particular, more evidently than im 
the diminution of disease among the convicts. 

8. Religious instruction was one of the original 
remedies prescribed for the great moral disease, 
which the present penal system is calculated to cure. 
Divine service is generally performed every Sunday, 
in a large room appropriated solely for the purpose. 
Some clergyman or pious layman, volunteers his 
services, and discourses are delivered, suited to the 
situation and capacities of the audience. The prison- 
ers in the cells, are denied this indulgence ; good 
books are likewise distributed among them. 

9. Corporal punishments are strictly prohibited, 
whatever offence may have been committed. The 
keepers carr}'^ no weapons, not "even a stick. The 
solitary cells and low diet, have on all occasions 
been found amply sufficient to bring down the most 
*determined spirit, to tame the most hardened villain, 
that ever entered them. Oi the truth of this there 
are striking cases on record. Some veterans in vice, 
with whom it was necessary to be severe, have declared 
their preference of death by the gallows, to a further 
continuance in that place of torment. In the cells, the 
construction of which renders conversation among 
those confined in them difficult, the miserable man is 
left to the greatest of all possible punishments, his own 
reflections. His food, which consists of only half a 
pound of bread per day, is given him in the morning j in 
the course of a few days or weeks the very nature of 
the being is changed, and there is ho instance of any 

one having given, occasion for the infliction of this 
punishment a second time. Such is the impression 
which the reports of its effects have left among the 
convicts, that the very dread of it is sufficient to 
prevent the frequent commission of those crimes, for 
which it is the known punishment, as swearing, im- 
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pttdcnce, rudeness, quarrelling, indolence repeated, 
or wilful injury to the tools, or to articles of manufac* 
ture. 

The fear of the cells is also increased from other 
causes* ITie convicts are well acquainted with the 
general principles of the system pursued ; and hearing 
the grating of the stone saw, or the noise of the nail 
hammer, they naturally reflect, that while they them- 
selves are idle, their compw^atively happy fellow con- 
victs ai*e working out their daily expenses and laying 
up a sum for themselves, when their period of servi- 
tude shall arrive ; and that their own confinement in pri- 
son must either be prolonged, or that they must redou- 
ble their industry after liberation from the cells, to 
make up for lost time: and above all, that the hopes of 
pardon, or of a diminished time of service, are cut off 
by thus incurring the displeasure of the inspectors. 
Whatever additional reflections occur to them, these 
alone are sufficiently powerful to prevent a repetition 
of offences. 

Formerly, all revenue arising from the work of the 
city and coun^ convicts, was paid to the keeper of the 
prison, the deficiency for its support being advanced 
l^ the commissioners of the county of Philadelphia, 
who collected the monies for the support of the con- 
victs, from the different counties 5 but by a law passed 
February 1809, the amount of the work is to be paid 
to the treasurer of the inspectors, who are also au- 
thorised to choose, by the same act, a president and 
secretary from their own body. All monies are to 
be paid by the treasurer, upon the orders of the 
board, signed by the president, and attested by the 
secretary : his accounts ar« to be settled every two 
weeks. He is authorised, in the name of the presi- 
dent of the board, to sue for, and recover alimonies 
d^e from individuals to the institution. 1 he accounts 
of the inspectors are setded by three persons, ap- 

P 
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poitited aimualty, in March, by the court of <)uarter 
sessions. 

There are fourteen inspectors, three of whom are 
elected by the select and common councils in joint 
meeting, in May and November ;. two by die com- 
missioners of the Northern Liberties, and two by 
the commissioners of Southwark, at the same time. 
Three members are appointed out of Ae board, to 
inspect the accounts of me prison, who are to fm*- 
nish, on oath or affirmation, on the first week in Jan« 
uary, annually, to the commissioners of such coun- 
ties as may have become indebted for convicts con- 
fined in the prison, a correct account current of 
the amount of the weekly expenses incurred for the 
maintenance of said prisoners ; and of the value of 
the labour performed by them; which statement is 
to be attested by the president and clerk of the 
board. 

Although it would form no solid objection to 
the penal system of Pennsylvania, considering the 
good that has resulted from it, Aat die convicts did not 
maintain themselves, yet it will tend to increase, 
our opini(Mi of tbe value of the establishment, when 
we know that those men who have forfeited their 
right to liberty by the commission of crimes, ( for 
which they can have no plea in a country where 
there are never hands enough for the work going on) 
are not a burthen upon society. Hitherto, owing to 
the erection of the necessary buildings for the ac- 
commodation and security of the various convicts, 
^e purchase ef tools, and the maintenance of the 
vagrants, &c. the expense has been considerable, 
and probably equal to t^e amount of work done; 
but, the permanent expenses of the establishment hav- 
ing ceased, and full powers having been given to the 
inspectors to compel payment for the debts due to 
the jail, a balance now appears in favour of it, not- 
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withstanding the constant maintenance of upwards 
of pne hundred and fifty persons^ vagrants, run away 
servants, and others for trial, who are employed solely 
in picking oakum and hair, and who cannot maintain 
themselves thereby. In this respect therefore, more 
has been done than was ever expected by the bene- 
volent Howard. 

The management of the prison is committed, as al- 
ready said, to a board of inspectors, with the usual 
resident officers, all of whose duties are pointed out 
by the following extract of an act of the legislature, 
and by the subsequent rules of the inspectors* 

Visiting' Inspe(:tors. 

The visiting inspectors shall attend at the prison, 
together, at least twice in each week, and oftener if 
occasion require ; at which times they shall exam- 
me into and inspect the management of the prison, 
the conduct of the keeper, deputies, and assistants : 
they shall also carefully enquire into, and report die 
conduct and disposition of the prisoners, and see 
that they are properly and sufficiendy employed ; 
that proper attention to cleanliness is observed ; 
that due enquiry be made respecting the health 
of the prisoners, and that their food is served in 

auantity and quality, agreeably to the directions of 
le board ; that the sick are properly provided for, 
and suitable clothing and bedding are furnished to 
all — ^they shall hear the grievances of the prisoners, 
receive their petitions, and bring forward the cases of 
such whose conduct and circumstances may appear 
to merit the attention of the board. They shall be 
careful to prevent improper out door communications 
with the prisoners ; that no spirituous liquors be ad- 
mitted on any pretext whatever, except by order of 
the physician. That no intercourse be admitted be*^ 
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tween the sexes; that the regulations of the board, 
respecting the distribution of the prisoners, accord- 
ing to their characters and circumstances be attended 
to. That proper means be used to promote religious 
and moral improvement, by the introduction of use- 
ful books, and procuring the performance of divine 
service as often as may be. 

They shall, from time to time, report to the com- 
missioners of the county, all such prisoners wh^ 
have been sent from other counties, and have incur- 
red a charge for their maintenance more than the 
profits of their labour will defray, in order that 
compensation may be had as the law directs* 

They shall cause fair returns to be made out, and 
laid before the board monthly, of all the prisoners, 
their crimes, length of confinement, by whom com- 
mitted, when and how discharged, since Ae preced- 
ing return. 

They shall attend to the keeper, deputies and 
assistants, by observing their treatment of the pris- 
oners, and suffer no persons addicted to liquor, niak- 
faig use of profane swearing or other improper lan- 
^ guage, to be employed on this duty. 

They shall constantly bear in mind that all mett 
are free, until a legal proof is made to the contraiy; 
they will therefore take care that no person is held 
in confinement, on bare suspicion of being a run- 
away slave i and those persons who are actually 
slaves, and not applied for by proper claims within 
a limited time, shall be returned to the supreme or 
other proper court, for a habeas corpus to remove 
them according to law ; and, generally, they shsll 
see that the present and subsequent directions of 
&e hoard be carried into effect. 
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Keeper of the Prison. 

The keeper of the prison, besides attending to the 
safe keeping of the prisoners, shall carefully inspect 
into their moral conduct, shall enjoin a strict at- 
tention to the regulations relative to cleanliness, so- 
briety and industry, and be careful to avoid that 
penalty which is incurred by suiFering a criminal to 
escape. He shall also, with the approbation of two 
of the inspectors, provide a sufficient quantity of 
stock and materials, working tools, and implements 
for the constant employment of the prisoners* He 
^hall deliver out their work and receive it from 
them by ^weight or measure, as the case may be, in 
order that embezzlement or waste may be prevented, 
by the prisoners ; and by every laudable means in 
his power make their labour as profitable as possi- 
ble. He shall, as the law directs, keep separate ac- 
counts for all convicts sentenced to labour six 
months and upwards, in which the expense of cloth* 
ing and subsistence shall be charged, and a reason* 
able allowance for their labour be credited : these 
accounts shall be balanced at short periods, in order 
that the prisoner, at his discharge, may receive the 
proportion, if any, that is due to him. 

He shall cause all accounts concerning the main- 
tenance of the prisoners to be entered in a book 
or books for the purpose, and shall also keep sepa- 
rate accounts of tJie stock and materials purchased 
by him; shall take proper vouchers whenever money 
is expended; shall regularly credit the materials 
manufactured and sold, mentioning to whom, and 
when disposed of; and at every quarterlf mc<?ting 
of the board, shall exhibit his accounts audi vouchers, 
for their approbation and allowance, 
p 2 
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Ttimietf^ 

The turnkey shall admit no person, except the in- 
spectors, keeper, his deputies, servants, or assistants, 
officers and ministers of justice, tounsellors or attcMV 
nies at law, employed by a prisoner, mmisters of the 
gospel, or persons producing a written licence, signed 
by two of the said inspectors ; and the latter, only 
in his presence or some one of the officers of the 
prison. He shall prevent the admission oi any spirit 
tuous liquors, or any other improper article to the 
prisoners, and on every attem^ of this kind that 
may be detected, he shall make discovery thereof, 
in order that the penalty inflicted by law may be 
recovered. 

Keepers, Deputies, €s?c* 

T]fie keepers, deputies, and assistants shall b« 
careful to preserve cleanliness, sobriety and indim* 
try among the prisoners ; to inform them of the rules 
of the house, and to enjoin the obseiiyance of them 
by mild yet firm measures ; diey shall be careful to 
prevent embezzlement, waste, or destruction of im-*- 
plements or materials j they shall constandy reside 
in the hoilse and inspect the conduct and labour of 
the prisoners — ^report the negligent, profuse or dis- 
orderly (who shall be removed) and the industrious, 
quiet and exemplary, that they may be recommend- 
ed by the visiting inspectors, who have it in charge 
to bring such to the favourable notice of the board* 

Watchmen. 

The watchmen shall ccmtinue in the prison all 
night, two of whom shall be within the iron' gate, 
and two in the inspectors room^—they shall ps^r^lc 



d by Google 



JAIL ASD FfiKAl^ COOB. ttS 

tke inside constant^, ausd strike die bell ey«ry 
^our-*-tbey shall report any remarkable occurrence 
ef the ni^t to the derk of the prison, on the sue- 
ceedittg day, who shall commit die saotte to writing, 
and la^ it bef<ure die visidng ii^pectoa% at their 
next meeting ; and as the safety of the priscxn so 
much depends oa their vigtlaace and attention, it i$ 
r^usred that no circumstance shall prevent the 
performsuace of dieir regular axid frequent rounds* 

Jfules, Orders^ and Regulations for the Jail of the 
city and county of Philadelphia* 

1* The males and females shall be employed, and 
ahall eat and be lodged in separate apartments, 
and shall have no intercourse or communicatioft 
with each other. 

2. The prisoners shall he constandy employed in 
such labour as the keeper (with the concurrence of 
the inspectors) may consider best adapted to their 
age, sex and circumstances: regard being had to 
that employment whidi is most profitable. 

Zk If any of die prisoners shall be fcmnd remiss, 
or negligent, in performing what is required of them, 
to the best of their power and sdulides, or shall wil- 
fully waste or damage the goods committed to their 
care, diey shall be punished for every such offence, 
as may be hereafter directed. 

4. If any of die prisoners shaU refuse to comply 
with these reguladons, or to obey the ofiicers of 
the prison, or shall be guilty of profane cursing or 
ftwes^ing, or of any indecent behaviour, conversa- 
tion or expression, or of any assault, quarrel, or abu> 
sive words to, or with any other person, they shall 
be punished for the same, in manner hereafter di- 
rected. 

5. The convicts, prisoners for trial, servants, run- 
aways, and vagrants, shall be separately fed, lodg- 
ed and employed. 
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6» OfFenders shall be reported to the inspectors, 
and punished by close solitary confinement, and dieir 
allowance of food reduced— but in cases where the 
security of the pris<^ is in danger, or personal 
vicdence offered to any of the officers, then the said offi- 
cers shall use all lawful means to defend themselves^ 
and secure the suithors of such outrage. 

7. No officer or other person shall sell any thing 
used in the prison, nor buy, sell, or barter any arti- 
cle, by which they can have benefit ; neither shall 
they suffer any spirituous or fermented liquors to 
be introduced, except such as th^ keeper may use in 
his own family, or for medical purposes, prescribed 
by the attending physician, under the penalty of 
five pounds, if an officer, and dismission from office ; 
or if a prisoner, he shall be proceeded against as 
in the seventh article* 

8* The prisoners, on their first admission, shall 
be separately lodged, washed, and cleansed ; and shall 
continue in such separate lodging, until it shall 
be deemed prudent to admit them among the other 
prisoners, and the clothes in which they were com- 
mitted shall be baked, fumigated, and laid by ; to 
be returned them at their discharge ; and during 
their confinement, to be clothed according to law. 

9. Any persons detected in gaming of any kind, 
shall be proceeded against agreeably to the seventh 
article. 

10. Any person who shall demand or exact a 
garnish, beg, steal, or defraud, shall be punished as 
directed by the seventh article. 

11. The prisoners who distinguish themselves 
by their attention to cleanliness, sobriety, industry 
and orderly conduct, shall be reported to the inspec- 
tors, and meet with such rewards as is in their 
power to grant or procure for them. 
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12. The prisoners shall be fiimishc'd irith suitable 
bedding; shall be shaved twice a week; tfieir hair 
ciit once a month; change their linen once a week, 
and regularly wash their face and hands every mor- 
ning. 

13. Thfe prison shaH be whiter-washed at least 
twice in the year, and oftener if occasion requires ; 
the floors shall be swept every morning, and wash- 
ed on Wednesdays and Saturdays, from twoitieth 
of May to the first of October, and once a week 
for the remainder of the year.* 

14. The sweepings of the prison shall be ccdlec- 
ted and deposited in a place for the purpose, and 
removed once in every two weeks ; the necessaries 
shall also be cleansed daily. 

15. The yards of the prison shall be kept free 
from cows, hogs, dogs, and fowls. 

16« The physician fen* the time being, shall keep 
a register of the sick, tt^ir disorders, and his pre»' 
scriptions ; and shall render his accoimts for the 
eoramination imd allowance of the inspectors at each 
of their quarterly meetings* 

ir« At die performance of <Hvine worship, all 
the prisoners shall attend, except such as may be 
sack. 

la* The turnkey, deputies, and assisti^its shall be 
tradesmen, in order that the trades and cmj^oyments 
within the house, shall be more effectually and pro- 
fitably executed. 

19. All prisoners committed as vagrants, and 
wlio have been convicts, shall be confkied in the 
cella during their commitment* 

20. No provision, other than Ae prbon allow- 
ance, fthall be furnished to a convict, or vagrant, 
without the permission of the visiting inspectors. 

* This is aow so far attended to« as occasion may require* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



in JAIL AM) PENAL CODE. 

21. There dhall be wardsmen, appointed by the 
▼isitmg inspectors, whose duty it shall be to keep 
the windows, passages, yard, and privies clean, 
and who also shall be lodged and fed in a room by 
themselves* 

22. Run-away or disorderly apprentices, and 
servants, shall be separately fed, lodged, and em- 
ployed, and the keeper sh^l give notice to their 
masters or mistresses at the time of their, commit* 
ment, of the charge that will accrue for their daily 
maintenance, who may at their option agree to 
pay the same, or provide the necessary food them- 
selves. 

23. The charge for the maintenance of slaves, 
shall be the same as that of apprentices or run- 
aways* 

24. No nien shall be permitted to visit the wo- 
men's apartments, unless in the company of one or 
more of the inspectors of the prison ; and . no wo-^ 
men shall be permitted to visit any other part of 
the prison than the women's apartments, unless it be 
such as desire to meet with the prisoners in the 
faeeting*house on the first day of the week, for the 
purpose of communicating religious instruction. 

25. Such of the convicts as conduct themselves 
properly, and are diligent in their work, and such 
only, may be permitted to be visited by their hus- 
bands or wives, parents or children, once in three 
months, by orders signed by the two visiting in- 
-spectors. 

26. In all visits to prisoners, by permission of the 
visiting inspectors, tne wooden grated door shall 
be shut ; and aQ conversation with the prisoners 
stedl be through both the grates; a keeper to be in 
the entry, to hear all that passes in such inter- 
views, and the interview shall not be longer than. 
fi&een minutes. 
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,27 • The design of the inspectors introducing 
persons to view the interior of the prison, being 
chiefly for strangers whose o^ect may be to intro- 
duce similar institutions elsewhere, or to improve 
them where already established, the inspectors will 
endeavour to discourage any persons from going 
to view the prison merely to gratify idle curiosity, 
as it has a bad effect on die prisoners* 

Description of the Prison and CeUs. 

Tlie prison was built in pursuance of an act of the 
legislature of Pennsylvania, passed on the twenty-first 
of October, 1773. The ground originally purchased 
by the commissioners, for the purpose of its erection 
and use, comprehended also the lot occupied by the 
** debtors apatrtment" in Prune street, and was bought 
partly of the proprietors, Thomas and John Pcnn, 
and pardy of private persons, for the sum pf ;f 3,252. 
The whole lot is about two hundred feet on Wal- 
nut street, by four huhdred on Sixth street. 
^ The prison consists of a stone building, front- 
ing Walnut street, about 184 feet in length, and 
abpijit 32 in depth. ^^ It is two stories high, and di- 
vided into rooms of equal dimensions, viz. 20 by 18 
feet : an entry in the middle, 71 feet wide, leads 
to a passagell^ feet wide, extending the leng.h of 
the building, with stairs and windows at each end : 
the upper story and the cellar are upon the same 
plan; there are eight rooms on each floor, all arched, 
lor the two-fold purpose oi securing against fire and 
escapes, with two windows to each room. On the 
east and west are two wings, extending ninety feet 
south, two stories high, containing five rooms on the 
floor of each wing, nearly the size of those in front, 
but with one window, and all arched : the ground 
floor of these was formerly the dungeon, but have 
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not been used for some years. On the south side is a 
^tone building,at firstdesigned for a workhouse, where 
the debtors are now confined. Three hundred feet of 
the north part of the lot are appropriated to the use 
of the convict prison, and is divided into portions for 
the accommodation of the different classes of prison- 
ers. Walls, twenty feet high, extending to Prune 
street, connect with the east and west wings. 

The prison was designed and built under the direc- 
tion of the Ijrte Robert Smith, and is one of the many 
buildings for which Philadelphia is indebted to that 
excellent and faithful architectw It is so effectually fire 
proof internally, the rooms being groin arched, that 
repeated attempts to fire it have failed ; and the ori- 
ginal external rough-casting stands to diis day. 

Solitary Cells* 

These are cont^ned in a brick building, of three 
stories, raised on three arches. The cells are sixteen 
in number, their dimensions six feet by eight, and 
nine feet high. Light is admitted by a window at the 
end of the passages, and by a small window placed 
above the reach of the person confined, well secured 
by an iron grate, outside of which is a blind or lou- 
ver, so fixed, ^s to admit the rays of lighi, only 
firom jJbove ; communication with those outside is 
therefore impossible. A privy, consisting of a leaden 
pipe, below a brick work, properly constructed in 
one comer of the cell, leads to sewers under ground. 
These may be clesmsed at-will, by turning a cock fix- 
ed to a leaden pipe from a cistern of water. Stoves 
in winter, are placed in the passages, out of reach of 
the convicts. To each cell there are two doors ; one 
outside of an iron grating, and one inside, of wood, 
which are screwed together every night. In the 
day time the wooden door is left open, to admit air. 
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No c6nversation between persons confined in these 
cells can take place, except by vociferation, and as 
they woiJd then be heard, and their time of con- 
finement increased, the utmost silence commonly 
prevails, except when they are first put in, and be- 
fore the tranquilizing effects of the cells have had time 
to appear. 

Vagi^ants, run-away servants, and disorderly per- 
sons, are committed for a term not exceeding thirty 
days, in the same apartment with those for trial, and 
for want of yard room, are necessarily kept at em- 
ployments, which do not pay for the expenses incur- 
red by them. Characters of all descriptions, and all 
degrees of vice are here mixed in one mass, an evil 
that formed one of the most striking defects of the 
old penal code, and that constitutes the only imper- 
fect part of the present system ; but which will be 
remedied, when the new penitentiary on Mulberry 
street, comer of broad street, shall be finished, as the 
objects alluded to may then be profitably employed. 

Effects of the System. 

Such are the remedies which have been prescri- 
bed, in Pennsylvania, for the cure of vice, that greW 
moral disease. Their effiects, and the theory of their 
action, shall now be briefly noticed. 

The beneficial effects derived from the abolition of 
the system of public and severe punishments, liave 
been sensibly felt by the state at large, and especi- 
ally by the city of Philadelphia. The recollection, 
by our own citizens, of the frequent robberies and 
other crimes formerly perpetrated in the capital, and 
the comparatively few committed singe the operation 
of the new law, is the best evidence of this position. 

A return from the prison books, would also tend to 
confirm it, although not in so accurate a manaer as 
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might be expected, awing to the very grfeat ii^ux of 
inhabitants that has taken place since 1790, especi- 
ally of blacks ; and to the circumstance of the con- 
victs from the counties, remaining in Philadelphia, 
in preference to returning to the scenes of their for- 
mer crimes; for it is well known, that in some of the 
counties, the convicts, for trifling offences, are sen- 
tenced to labour for a term sufficiently long to au- 
thorize their being sent to the prison ; and tjiat in 
many cases, they are sentenced in the counties to 
double and threefold the term of servitude, to wliich, 
for similar offences, they would be sentenced in the 
county of Philadelphia ; this prevents their return- 
ing to their counties after the expiration of their 
terms of servitude, and except those who are par- 
doned on condition of their leaving the state, th^y 
generally remain in Philadelphia, s^ often become 
convicts in the county. ** With respect to^larcenies and 
burglaries, it appears that more persons were ^tried 
for these offences, while they wer^ capital, than since 
the punishment has been lessened : and if we allow 
for reconvictions, the difference will be much great- 
er."* 

The theory of the action of the means employed 
to prevent, and reform criminals, will serve to illus- 
trate them more clearly. The great causes of vice 
are idleness, intemperance and evil connections, and 
as the system pursued admits of none of these, but 
proceeds upon the principles of industry, sobriety, 
good example, and other cooperating measures; it 
must follow from the very constitution of human na- 
ture, that unless ki the case of hardened and old of- 
fenders, and such fortunately are all disposed of, that 
salutary effects must be produced by the opera- 

• Bradford's Inquiry, p. 25. 
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tion of the measures adopted. The criminal knows, 
and must be convinced, however unwillinjy to ac* 
knowledge the fact, that his sentence is justly inflict* 
ed ; the nature of this sentence moreover, assures 
him, that his improvement in morals is the sole ob- 
ject in view, and that vengeance, which some mo- 
dem European statesmen still think '* is the prima- 
ry object of consideration, the foundation of the pe- 
nal law,"* is no part of its intention : hence those 
angry passions, which the laceration of the body by 
stripes, cropping ears, and pilloring, invariably ex- 
cite, are restrained, and the whole discipline of the 
prison is eminently calculated to produce the same 
coliviction, to conduct to the same result. Inter- 
course between the sexes, that extensive cause of 
moral contamination, is strictly prohibited ; the diet, 
a powerful agent on the human passions, is moderate 
and wholesome. Ardent spirits, the great source of 
his present punishment, are strictly denied him; 
idleness, the parent of vice, is substituted by regular, 
ccmstant labour, except during the short time appro- 
priated to meals and during^ the hours of sleep : and 
9ilence, which naturally produces reflection and atten- 
tion to duty, is strictly enjoined and enforced. The 
mild, but firm conduct of the keepers, who never car- 
ry weapons, banishes the irritating idea usually attach- 
ed to such characters, and transforms them into em- 
ployers superintending their workmen ; and lastly the 



* Alexander F. Tytler, now lord Woodhouselee, a lord of 
Sessions in Scotland, has added an appendix to his life of lord 
Kaimes, to prove that " the foundation of criminal law is retribu- 
tive justice ; its primary object the accomplishment of justice 
by the proper punishment of crimes. The prevention of crimcfe,'* 
he considers, "as a secondary evil. The principle of venge*,.'/ 
ance," he says, ** is founded injustice, and the resentment whick'/^ 
the injury excites, ouehtin every case to be the measure of thai 
vengeance.*' Reformation of the criminal, does not enter into his 
views. 
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religious counsel which is given on tlie sabbath, seals 
the whole, and proves to Siena that neither the law 
nor the officers appointed in pursuance of it, have 
any other object in view, than their reformation. The 
criminal therefore, makes his calculation, to conduct 
himself so as to command the good will of the keepers 
and inspectors, and merit recommendation for a dimi- 
nution of his timfe of servitude. This calculation, which 
all the convicts make, and the justness of which they 
occasionally see exemplified by the enviable reward 
being conferred upon the meritorious,* is one of the 
most powerful motives to good behaviour th^t could 
be held out : and if it be doubted whether gratitude 
for mild and kind treatment, has not some effect in 
causing obedience to command, and attention t® 
work; facts enough have occurred to shew that they 
are not insensible to the influence of this quality of 
the mind. On one occasion, an inspector states, that 
when roused by the harshness of one keeper to makfe 
a desperate attempt to escape, they were prevented 
in part from succeeding, by another whom they re-^ 
spected, throwing himself in the way of the ^oor^ 
and whose life would have been sacrificed if they 
had persisted:! and that they are not insensible even 



• Petitions for pardon, or even for shortening the time of ser- 
vitude of a criminal, are made with extreme caution by the in- 
spectors. 

f An accidental visit to the prison by a humane man, former- 
ly a keeper, has occasioned universal joy aTpong* the convicts, 
virho came forward to welcome him. In the fever of 1793, as many 
convjicts offered, as were wanted to attend the sick at the city 
hospital. A man committed for burglary for seven years, solici- 
ted, and was appointed deputy steward of the hospital : a robber 
drove the provision cart, during the whole epidemic, and be- 
haved well. They were both pardoned. The women convicts 
gave up their bedsteads for the use of the sick, and even offered 
their bedding* See TurnbuU*3 visit to the prison. 
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to tlie principles of honour, and of humanity, the 
facts detailed below, with other occurrences, aflford 
aoiple proof. 

The following facts communicated by an inspector, 
are to the same point. 

A convict, by name Jackson, who acknowledged 
himself to be an accomplished villain, and to have 
been in most of the jails of the United States, was 
sentenced to hard labour for several years in Phila- 
delphia. He gave much trouble, and at length escap- 
ed over the wall: he was pursued to Maryland, and 
on his way back, escaped again. He was finally ta- 
ken and lodged in the cells, where, full of health, 
and with a mind high toned, he boasted of his reso- 
lution, and of the impossibility of subduing his spirit, 
or of effecting any change in him. But after having 
been confined for some time, an alteration in his de- 
portment became evident, and he took occasion when 
the inspectors were going through the prison, to en- 
ter into conversation with them, and inquired how 
an old comrade* in iniquity, who had long been con- 
fined had obtained release from the cells. The reply 
was, that ** he promised to behave well, and that he 
had been put upon his honour." Would you trust 
mine, he rejoined ? yes, it was said, if he would 
pledge it. He did so, was released, went cheerfully 
to work, and behaved with propriety during the re- 
mainder of his time, and never returned to Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Several -States in the Union, have followed the ex- 
ample set by Pennsylvania, with various degrees of 



* This man had been confined for six months in the cells, at 
the end of which time, being completely subdued, was let out 
upon a solemn pledge of good bebavioiu*, and during the rest of 
his time gave no trouble. In this case the mild conversation, and 
serious advice of one ©f the inspectors powerfully assisted.* 
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siuccess* The pr'mciple however, just as it is, may 
be abused, and the objects in view of course defeated. 
A good system of regulations should at first be esta- 
blished, and afterwards adhered to, with rigid punc- 
tuality : pardons should never be thought of nor any 
diminution of the period of servitude recommended, 
unless after the most thorough conviction of thp de-' 
sired reformation having well progressed : inspectors 
zealous in the cause, and willing to devote their time 
thereto, should be continued in the direction, to in- 
struct the new members, otherwise impositions will 
be practised ; and to guard against the frailty of 
human nature, no inspector should be permitted to 
supply any article of provision for the convicts, or 
to derive any emolument directly or indirectly from 
the prison. 

The old prison stood a£ the S. W. comer of High 
and Third-streets, and extended on High-street 66 
feet, and 204 feet on Third-street, including, on the 
latter street, a yard and work-house. The buildings 
and wall were pulled down in 1784, by order of the 
supreme executive council of the state, and the 
ground sold to private persons, for building lots. 

Law for Debtors^ 

These have undergone frequent alterations. At 
present, they consist of the original act of 1729, 
with sundry supplements extending relief to cases 
uot coming within its provisions. 

The basis of the jurisdiction given to the court by 
these acts, is an actual confinement under legal pro^ 
cess : with this distinction, that if the debtor be con-, 
fined in execution, he may apply immediately for re- 
lief, but if under mesne process, not until he has 
been thirty days in prison. Foreigners must remain 
six 4p[ionths in prison, if under execution for a debt 
above j^lOO. 
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The supreme court has jurisdiction in afl cases 
where the debtor is confined by process from tHat 
court. The common pleas in cases under its own 
process, or the process of an alderman or justice of 
the peace. 

The mode of proceeding in both courts is nearly 
the same. The debtor applies by petition in term time, 
to either court, accompanying, hi^ petition with a 
schedule, on oath' or affirmation, of all his property 
and effects, (wearing apparel, bedding and working 
tools, not exceeding five pounds in value in the 
whole, excepted) and a list of his creditors, with the 
nature and amount, as near as may be, of their debts. 
The court then appoints a time for hearing him and 
his creditors, of which the debtor is to give each of 
his creditors a notice : in the common pleas, at least 
fifteen days, and in the supreme' court, at least ten 
days before the time appointed. The omission to 
give notice to any one of the creditors, however, 
only deprives the debtor of the benefit of the laws in 
respect to that creditor, not as to the others. 

At the time appointed, the court examines into 
the matter of the petition, hearing evidence if requir* 
ed, on the part of either debtor or creditors, or if 
they see cause, may adjourn to a future day, but this 
must be in the next succeeding term. If die court 
be satisfied that the debtor has fairly disclosed and 
surrendered all his estate, they are directed to dis- 
charge him; if on the other hand there be a ** strong 
presumption of firaud," in concealing or fraudulently 
disposing of his property, he is to be remanded to 
prison by a judgment of die court for one year. The 
oath or affirmation required to be taken by the debt- 
or, is in very full and extensive terms, that the ac- 
count delivered to the court, of his estate is just, and 
that since his confinement he has not disposed of it 
in any way, or any part thereof. The court and cre- 
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ditors being satisfied with his declaration, the court, 
orders the property cpntained in the debtors sche- 
dule to be assigned to one or more of his creditors, * 
in trust for the whole, which is done by a short in- 
dorsement on the back of the petition, and signed by 
the debtor, who is then discharged by proclamation, 
in open court. 

The effect of a discharge, thus obtained, is in the 
first place to release him from custody : and in the 
next place, to exempt him thereafter from imprison- 
ment for debts owing before his discharge, to credit- 
ors to whom due notice has been given. But it only 
exempts- his person. His future acquisitions of pro- 
perty remain liable to execution, as if he had not 
been dischargjed. 

By other acts of assembly, commonly called the 
bread acts, a provision is made for the support of 
poor debtors who are destitute of the means of sub- 
sistence, which sometimes works a discharge. These 
acts direct the inspectors of the public prison, to ex- 
amine into the condition of the debtors in confine- 
ment, and to make an allowance for food to each of 
such poor debtors as are incapable of maintaining him 
or herself, to be paid weekly by the plaintiff or plain- 
tiffs, at whose suit such debtor is confined, on the 
Monday of every week after ten days printed notice; 
upon failure, by the plaintiff or plaintiffs for the space 
of three days to comply with the requisition, the debt- 
or is entitled to be discharged ; and can never after- 
wards be arrested or imprisoned for the same debt. 
The first act in 1792, fixed the allowance at seven 
cents per day. An act lately passed, authorises the 
courts of common pleas, at the first term in every 
year, to fix the allowance so to be made, at any sUm 
not exceeding fourteen cents per day. It is fixed for 
the -present year in the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, at twelve and a half cents a day. 
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Previously tp the alteration of the penal law m 1790, 
debtors an4 criminals, ihale and female, Were confi- 
ned in the new prison in Walnut-street. But provi- . 
sion was at that time made for appropriating the 
'* house of correction^' in Prune*street, sojely to debt- 
ors. The grand juiy of the county regularly, visits iand 
reports the state of the debtors' apartment every three 
months ; and the inspectors of the prison are also 
bound to visit it weekly, and are authorised to make 
the necessary rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the house. The followiiig regulations are 
HOW in force.. • : 

1. The south part of the house shall be for the 
use of the keeper, his family, and assistants, and that 
part of the house north of the division wall, shall be 
allotted for the use of the prisoners. 

2. That the house be washed, once or twice a 
week during the warm weather, and at least once in 
two weeks, or oftener, if the weather permit, during 
winter, and the walls shall be white- washed as often 
as shall be deemed needful for the health of the pri- 
soners. 

3. Thiat the women prisoners shall be kept sepa- 
rate from the men, and at all times the most rigid 
prohibition of any kind of intercourse between them 
and the men prisoners be continued, and no men shall 
be admitted to their apartment, excepting the keeper, 
his assistants, the inspectors, or a. physician, in case 
of any of the women being sick. 

4. No woman shall be permitted to go into any 
room where the men arc prisoners, excepting the 
motiier or wife of one of the prisoners, and not more 
than one such mother or wife at a time, unless in 
ease of the sickness of a prisoner, and the physician- 
orders ^ nurse. 

5. No game of address or hazard of any icind 
whatsoever, shall be admitteji in the prison on any 
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account ; nor -shall any iniplements of gaming be 
suffered to be in the prison at alL 

6. No kind of wines, spirituous liquors, porter, 
strong beer, nor cyder, nor any kind of drink strpn* 
gerthan small beer shall be permitted to the prisoners, 
in any quantity whatever, and the price charged to 
the prisoner^ for such small beer, &c. shall not ex- 
ceed six cents per quart, excepting from this rule 
what a physician shall prescribe for any prisoner in 
case of such prisoner being sick, and then only the 
kind and quantity shall be adihitted which is prescri- 
bed for the sick person. - 

7. No charge of money, or any equivalent for 
money under the name of Garnish, or any charge of 
the kind shall be suffered to be made in the prison, on 

* account of any person lodging in any of die rooms 
allotted for the prisoners. 

8. No prisoner shall be suffered to come without 
the inner gate, unless called by the keeper, or his as*- 
sistants, or an inspector* 

9* It shall be the duty of the keeper and his 
assistants, to see that no female remains in the rooms 
where the men are prisoners, after simset. Also to 
examine every visitor, and see that no kind of liquor 
or drink, prohibited by these rules, be brought into 
the prison. 

• 10. No visitor shall be permitted to come in, or 
' remain in the prison after sunset. And if any person 
shall attempt to introduce into the prison, any kind 
of liquor or -drink prohibited by these rules, such 
liquor or (kink shall be immediately destroyed, and 
the person who endeavoured to bring it in, shall be 
instantly turned out of doors, and never suffered to 
confie in again as a visitor; 

11. That no visitor shall be admitted to the pri» 
son on the first 4ay of the .week, called the Sabbath 
day, imless to visit a prisoner who is sick. 
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12. If any prisoner behave in a disorderly mafi- 
aer, and on being reprimanded by the keeper orhi» 
^sistant, or an inspector, does not immediately con- 
duct himself or herself in a proper and respectful 
inannerv such prisoner shall be confined separately 
from the rest^ in a room appropriated for that pur- 
pose* 

The keeper of the debtor^s apartment is appointed 
by the sheriff: his salary is S500. 

Elections. 

The election for civil officers, takes place on the 
second Tuesday of Oct(Aer throughout the state* 
On th^ Friday next preceding the first Tuesday in 
October, the constables of the several wards, hav- 
ing given previous public notice of the time and 
places, hold elections for inspectors of elections. 
Ketum is made by the constables to the sheriff of 
the city and county, and a duplicate to the person 
chosen ; the inspectors assemble at nine o'clock in 
the forenoon of the day of election, and choose judges 
of the election, who form a return of the whole elec- 
tion of the city and county, and deliver said return to 
the sheriff; a duplicate of which, signed and sealed 
in the same manner, is deposited in the office of the 
prothonatory of the city and county. The sheriff is 
required to transmit said return within thirty days to 
the governor, who thereupon, (in' case of representa- 
tives to congress) declares by proclamation, the names 
of the persons returned to him^as duly elected ; but 
in the c^se of the election of members of the legisla- 
ture, the certificate of the judges of the election to 
the individual chosen is sufficient. Judges,^ inspec- 
tors, and clerks of elections, are sworn or affirmed, tp 
insure an impartial discharge of their duties, before 
entering thereon. 



d by Google 



IW ELECTIOKS. 

By the constitution of the state, "every free man^ 
of the age of twetity-two years, having resided in the 
state two years next before the election, and within 
that time paid a state or cotinty tax, which shall have 
been assessed at least six.months before the election; 
shall enjoy the rights of an elector ; sons of quali- 
fied persons as aforesaid, between the ages of twenty- 
one and twenty-two years, shall be entitled to vote, 
although they shall nqt have paid taxes.'' 

The following officers are chosen by the city, 
county, and district. 

1. The city and county of Philadelphia, and coun- 
ty of Delaware, constitute one district, and elect three 
members of the house of representatives in the con- 
gress of United States. 

2. The city and county of Philadelphia, elect two 
tepresentatives in the senate of the state legislature, 
for four years ; one county commissioner, one sheriff, 
and one coroner, for three years ; and three audi- 
tors.* 

3i The city elects five representatives in the state 
legislature, four persons as members of the select 
council, and twenty persons to compose the common 
council. 

4. The county of Philadelphia, elects six represen- 
tatives in the state legislature. The two persons, 
having the highest number of votes, for sheriff and 
coroner, are returned ; either of whom may be ap- 
pointed by the governor. The constitution prohibits 
any person from being twice chosen sheriff in any 
term of ^ix years. , 

The constitution provides that all elections by the 
people shall be by ballot. 



• These auditors examine the accounts of the county commis- 
sioners ; and of the county treasurer and shcriflT, for the current 
year. ' ' 
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All elections arc free and voluntary, and any elec- 
tor who shall receive any gift or reward for hi»vote, 
in meat, drink, money or otherwise, forfeits his right 
to elect for that time, and shall pay any sum not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars^ and suffer imprisonment for 
a time not exceeding six months, as the court of the 
county shall think proper to award. It may with 
truth be said, that although our suffrage is universal^ 
no other influence is exerted except that of persua- 
sion ; the measure adopted by the friends of the can-> 
didates for office in other countries, and in some 
of the United States, of keeping open house during 
an election, is unknown in Philadelphia, and it is be* 
lieved, throughout the state. 

Revenue and Expenditure* 

The permanent revenue of Philadelphia, which is 
appropriated to city purposes, is derived from the 
following sources. 

1. Rent of stalls in the public markets in High 
street and Second street : of the cellar under the 
city hall : of lots, and a house on the west side of 
Schuylkill : of the public scales : of public wharvesj 
and of vacant public sqviares. 

2. Of stock in the Schuylkill permanent bridge, at 
the west end of High street ; and public stock. 

3. From the use of the Schuylkill water. 

4. From wharfage on the public landings, on DeU 
aware and Schuylkill. 

5. From shares in the water loan. 

6. Sales of street dirt, and paving over private wa* 
ter pipes. 

7. Taxes — Besides the foregoing, occasijjial re- 
venue arises from Mayor^s fines and penalties ; and 
from lighting private lamps, which in 1809, amount* 
ed to 56224 ^6 

R 
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In 1809, the following expenses were incUireAi 

1. Puit:hase ofpavingstones^and paving gl9,187 19i 

2. Repairing unpaved streets . 2,084 45^. 

3. Cleansing the city geoerally, . 8,219 9€Si 

4. Repairing and cleansing docks and sewers, 709 56 

5. Lighting and watching the city, 19,025 66 

6. Pumps and wells, . . 3,007 11 

7. Regulating ascents and descents of 1 ^ 

streets, J 

8. Salaries to the officers of the corporation, 9,450 

9. Office expenses of the city commissioners, 102 40 
10« Menial services in tjie markets, 
11 • Incidental expenses of councils, 

12. Constables for keeping order on 
sabbaths, and attending mayor 
court, 

13. Repairing over water pipes, 

14. Repairs and improvements of the ' 
city property, 

15. One yearns interest on water and' 
city loans, 

16. Repairs and improvements at wa- ' 
ter works, laying pipes, &c. 

17. Making culverts, 

18. Contingent expensts authorized "> 
by councils, J 



on") 

'1 



420 
231 10 

434 

153 9? 
6,406 15i 

6,642 

17,400 
14,652 30 
431 48 



8124,865 55 
The appropriations for the foregoing purposes, 
for the year 1811, amount to 8133,000 

From the report ot committee of the select coun- 
cil on the revenue of the last year, it appears, that the 
actual expenditure for the several objects for which 
appropriations had been made in 1810, amounted on 
the 31st December last, to . gl25,600 38 
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That the debts owing on the same 
account amounted to . . 37,930 79 

' That the interest on the temporary 
loans amounted to . . 966 57 

That there is to be paid to the tax 
fund of the year 1810, this sum bor- 
rowed from it by an ordinance of the 
16th July, • . . 2,000 

Debts owing, . . 1,178 72 

gl 67,676 46 
Amount of taxes, rental and loans, 147,67 46 



Leaving an actual deficiency of 
funds amounting to • • £20,000 

Borrowed by ordinances of councils 
in 1810, . . . 30,000 



Amount of expenditure beyond re- 
venue, . . . j550,000 

Of the above sum, 814,000 were borrowed to erect 
the market-house in High-street, an object which by 
increasing the income of the corporate estate, fur- 
nishes the means of reimbursing the cost: one 
loan of 825,000, constituting a part of the above 
£50,000 has been paid off. 

Sinking' Fund. 

In 1807 the debt of the city, arising chiefly from 
,the expense of the water works amounted to 310,000 
dollars, which was payable at, different dates, at the 
pleasure of the corporation. About 850,000 were due 
to the banks. In order to reduce this debt, councilsf 
resolved in the above year, to b«)rrow 8550,000, which 
was not redeemable before 1 830 : this sum was pro- 
cured at 2 1-2 per cent, under par, and was applied 
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to pay the banks. The profit of 2 1-2 per cent, tog^ 
ther with £5,000 arising out of the annual income of 
the corporate estates of the city, were constituted a 
fiind, to be stiled " the ^sinking fund,'' to be applied 
to the purchase and redemption of the several species 
•f stock, constituting the funded debt of the city. 

This fund is directed to be invested by the treasu- 
rer, with the approbation of the . mayor, in the six 
per cent stock of the United States, until it shall 
amount to a sum sufficient to pay off a whole loan^ 
when it is to be sold, and the proceeds diereof, ap- 
plied to the payment of such loan, and the certifi- 
cates, or other evidences of the loan so paid, are to 
be transferred to, and become part of the sinking 
fund. 

During the last year, 1810, the wants of the city 
obliged councils to borrow g50,000more, as already 
stated ; and to prevent thepostponement of the redemp- 
tion, they resolved to apply £2,000, in addition to the 
sinking fund ; by which measure^ notwithstanding 
the late increase of debt, the redempntion will take place 
even.before the contemplated period of final extinc* 
tion. Hie sinking fund now amounts to 831,000 and 
upwards. 

Taxes — Modes of Assessing'. 

The system of taxation pursued in Philadelj^ia, ift 
the same with that of the state at large, and was es- 
tablished by an act of the legislature, passed in the 
year 1799. 

Every third year, one or more assessors are cho- 
sen by the people at the general election in October^ 
who, for the faithful performance of their duty, are 
required to take an oath or affirmation, before a ma- 
gistrate or judge, and to file a certified copy of the 
same in the office of the county commissioners : and 
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on receipt of precepts issued by the said con&mlssion-^ 
ers, are to proceed to take an account of the 
names of all taxable inhabitants within their town- 
ships, wards, or districts; and of all lands, houses, 
mills, manufactories, improvements of every kind, 
ground rents, all negro and mulatto slaves^ all cattle 
above four years old^ all offices and posts of profit, 
trades and occupations, (ministers of the gospel and 
school-masters only excepted) and all single free 
men above the age of twenty-one years, who do not 
follow any occupation. The enumeration having been 
made, the assessors are to assemble, and value the 
aforesaid property, for what they thmk it will bona 
fide sell for in ready money : and rate the profits of 
all offices and occupations at their discretion ; but no 
tax shall exceed the rate of one cent in every dollar 
of the adjusted valuation of the property: and the 
r2^e for any occupation, or for any single freeman, 
shall not exceed ten dollars in one year. 

The assessors return the names of two reputable 
citizens, freeholders, of the ward or district, to the 
commissioners, who are required to appoint one of 
them to be the collector, by whom the citizens are " 
noticed of the rate at which they have been assessed, 
and of the day of appeal before the commissioners. 
This regulation gives an opportunity for redress, in 
case of the assessment having been made too high. 
These appeals being over, the collection goes on, and 
the money as fast as collected, is paid into the hands 
of the city or county treasurers. Provision is made for 
compelling payment 5 for delinquency of collectors ; 
compensation to them ; and the settlement and pub- 
lication of accounts. In Philadelphia, the city com- 
missioners, board of health, and guardians of the 
poor, appoint their own collectors. 

The iollowing taxes are annually collected in the 
city of Philadelphia. Their amount is for 181(X 
R 2 
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City «iid Personal— Appropriated to city pur- 
poses, . . . . J5l03,637 50 

County — Appropriated to county purposes, 

874,541 42 

Health — Appropriated to the expense of the La- 
zaretto, and health establishment* It must never ex- 
ceed 840,000 . . • 820,000 

Poor — For the support of the poor, 878,000 

These two last taxes are assessed on the city and 
county jointly. 

The monies collected in the city are pj^d to the 
** city treasurer," an officer who is annually appointed 
by the select and common xouncib in joint meeting. 
His duty is to make out a rental of ttie real Estate 
of the city, to receive all the monies of the corpora- 
tion, and to make out an account of all his receipts 
and expenditures every three months, for the use of 
the mayor and councils. The accounts of the money 
arising from the city estate, are to be kept separate 
from that received for taxes: and the monies re- 
ceived by him are to be kept in bank, in his name, as 
treasurer. He is required to give bond with two 
sureties to the amount of 816,000 for the faithful 
performance of his duty. His compensation is one 
per cent, upon all monies received by him. A full 
statement of his accounts is annually laid before the 
tity councils and published. The office is at present 
very ably filled by Mr. O. A. Baker. 

The county taxes are paid into the hands of the 
eoimty treasurer, an officer who is appointed by die 
county commissioners, and changed triennially. His 
Compensation is one and a quarter per cent, upon all 
monies received. No money is paid by him, except 
upon the orders of the county commissioners.. TTie 
following is the account of expenditures by die comr* 
ty commissioners during the year I8IO1, 
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18$ 



»1,912 
469 


8 
6 


1,228 

36,166 

7,259 


33 
90 
51 


10,849 


18 


1,616 27 

7,724 81 

1,279 54 

60 74 


1,539 53 

2,966 66 

919 91 


1,939 


51 



Public Landings, N. Liberties 
Criminal department . i 
Debtor's department . . • 1 
Brides and causeways, 
Public roads • • • 

Attorney-general, clerks of courts, 1 
fees, jurors, J 

Sheriff expenses over his receipts 
Public schools 
Coroner's fees • • 

Militia exempt fines 
Assessing county tax • 
Commissioners and clerks 
Election expenses 
Contingents 



Total . 874,215 76 

The treasurers of the " Board of Health,'' and of 

the ** Guardians of the Poor," receive the proceeds 

of the health, and poor taxes, and disburse them 

agreeably to the orders of their respective boards. 

Religious Societies^ — Swedes, 

As already mentioned, the first church built on 
the west side of the Delaware, was on Tinnicum 
island, by the Swedes, and consecrated September 
4th, 1646. Their increasing numbers from emigra- 
tion, and natural causes, and the extension of their 
settlement, up the Delaware, and Schuylkill, requi- 
ring in a few years, a more convenient and central 
place of worship, a block house was erected on the 
shore of the Delaware, near to where the present 
Swedish church stands, in Southwark, and was con- 
secrated in the summer of 1677. By that time, the 
Swedes had settled as far up as Pennipeck, and Ne- 
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shaminy, the falls of Schuylkill, and through the 
' peninsula or neck, below where Philadelphia now 
stands, in Wicocoa, Moyamensing; and Passajung, 
in all about twenty families. The present Swedish 
church was consecrated 2d July, 1700, and for ma- 
ny years, was the only place of worship for the fo- 
reign emigrants,, on both sides of the Delaware and 
Schuylkill. For nearly fifty years, divine worship 
was performed in the Swedish language. The pre- 
seift minister is the learned and Rev. Dr. N. Collin. 

The Swedes have also a church in Kingsessing, 
about six miles from the city, and one in M erion 
township, Philadelphia County, of both which Dr. 
Collin is rector. 

^nkers* 

The first nicetingsofthe society of Friends, were 
held at the house of Thomas Fairlamb, at Shaka- 
mexunk, now called Kensington, in 1681. In 1682, a 
frame building was erected for the purpose, at the Cen- 
tre Square. In the same year regular meetings were 
held. at Darby. In 1698, a meetinghouse was built 
at the S. W. comer of Second and High^streets, 
which was pulled down in 1755, and another one 
erected, 75 feet by 55^ and 30 high, with galleries, 
and held 1500 persons. It was pulled down in 1808, 
the ground sold, and the present houses erected. 

At present, there are three places of worship be- 
longing to thb society in Philadelphia. 

Free fakers. 

A party of the society of Friends, who diifered 
from the general society, chiefly in thinking it law- 
ful, to take up arms in defence of American liberty. 
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and in affirming allegiance to the United States, sepa- 
rated from the main body of Friends, about the year 
1776* By the help of a general contribution of the 
citizens, they erected a place of worship, in 1783, at 
the comer of Fifth and Mulberry streets. It is 48 by 
36 feet, and two stories high. 

This society is styled " Whig, or Free Quakers.*' 
They profess the principles of Quakerism, except in 
discipline. They allow their members to think and 
act for themselves, and inflict no censures, appre- 
hending it to be sufficient that they are amenable to 
the laws of the country. 

Episcopal Churches* * 

It appears from Thomas's brief accoimt of Penn- 
sylvania,* that the Episcopalians had a church, or 
place of worship of some kind, in Philadelphia, so 
early as 1698. At present there are four churches : 
Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James's, and St« 
Paul6. The three first are united in one act of incor- 
poration, and governed by one vestry. St. Paul's is 
regulated by its own vestry. 

The ministry in the said united churches has been 
as follows. 

The earliest settled minister of Christ church, and 
while the former building stood, was the Rev. Evan 
Evans, who was sent over by the bishop of London, 
in 1700; and by whose labours the first episcopal 
congregations in Pennsylvania are supposed to have 
been formed. King William allowed him £S0 ster- 
ling, a year.f Mr. Evans appears to have been in 
England in the year 1707, and to have been then 



* London, 1698. l2mo. 
t Humphrey's Hiat, Account of the society for propag^ating th6- 
gospel: p. 140. 
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complimented -with the degree of doctor in divinity, 
because of his exertions in America, and especiaily 
among the settkrs from Wales. He returned to the 
province : but in the year 1718, he removed to Ma- 
ryland ; being presented by the governor of that pro- 
vince to the living of St. George's parish, then in the 
county of Baltimore, and now in that of Harford. 

After the removal of Dr. Evans, there was no 
stationary minister ; until the Rev. Mr. Vicary was 
sent over by the bishoprof London, in 1719* His coii- 
x^exion with the congregation was dissolved in 1723; 
when they were again without a supply, until the ar- 
rival of the Rev. Archibald Cummings, who was sent 
by the bishop of London, in 1726. 

In 1742, the Rev. Mr# Cummings being deceased, 
the Rev. Dr. Robert Jenney arrived from Eng- 
land, under an appointment from the bishop of 
London ; and the Rev. Amos Ross, who had offici- 
ated from the time of the death of the former in- 
cumbent, was appointed assistant minister, but re- 
signed his place in the next year. 

In 1746, the Rev. William Sturgeon was settled as 
assistant minister to Dr. Jenney. 

In 1759, the principal minister being disabled from 
officiating, by age and infirmities, another assistant 
minister was chosen, the Rev. Jacob Duche. 

In 1765, St. Peter's church being then built, the 
two churches received from the proprietaries of 
Pennsylvania, a charter of incorporation, by which 
they are contemplated as one body, with the same 
Tector and vestry. 

After the decease of Dr. Jenney, in 1758, the du- 
ties of the churches were discharged by the assistant 
ministers only, until the year 1762, when the Rev. 
Richard Peters was chosen rector ; this being the 
title annexed to the station of minister, and recog- 
nised by the charter of incorporation. 
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In the year 1772, the Rev. Thoma$ Coombe anit 
the Rev. William White were chosen Assistant mi- 
nisters. Mr. Sturgeon, one ol these akeady mention- 
ed, having departed this life not long before. 

On the decease of the Rev. Dr. Peters, in the 
year 1775, the Rev. Jacob Duche was chosen rec- 
*tor, who retired from this country to England, to- 
wards the close of the following year. In the year 
1778, the Jlev. Mr. Coombe also retired to England. 

In the year 1779, the Rev. William White was 
chosen rector. The Rev. Robert Blackwell was cho- 
sen assistant minister, in 1780. The Rev. Joseph G» 
Bend was also chosen an assistant in 1788; and, re- 
signing his charge, removed to Baltimore in 1791* 
After which, the Rev. James Abercrombie was cho- 
sen in 1794. 

In the year 1810, the charter of incorporation was 
enlarged by the legislature of Pennsylvania, so as to 
comprehend the new church of St. James. The 
yearly value ot the real estate of the three churches, 
is not to exceed six thousand dollars. 

The episcopal churches in the United States, hold 
the same faith as the church of England, with the ex- 
ception of the Athanasian creed. The thirty-nine arti- 
cles, with accommodation to the local circumstances 
of this country, were recognised as the faith of the 
said church by the convention of the clergy and laity 
that met in Philadelphia in September, 1801. The 
book of common prayer, which is now the standard 
for the church in the United States, was established 
in the autumn of 1 789. It had been previously propo- 
sed by a convention of the church, in seven states, in 
1785. At the former date, there were also sanction- 
ed the book of psalms in metre, with twenty-seven 
hymns; to which thirty more were added by the con- 
vention of 1808. The service for the institution of 
ministers into churches or parishes, was established 
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at the same time. The book of ccsisecraUion imd 
ordination of bishops, priests and deacons, was esta« 
blished by the convention of 1792» The fcnm of the 
consecration of a chnrch was established by the coa« 
▼entionof 1799.* 

When implication was made tx) die prelates of Eng* 
land for ordination of the divines, who had been re- 
commended by the American convention of clergy- 
men and laity, in 1785 ; an act of parliament was ap« 
plied for and granted, to empower them to consecrate 
bishops beyond the seas, withcmt their taking the 
usual oaths. Accordingly, the Rev. Dr. White, of 
Pennsylvania, and the Rev. Dr. Prevost, of New 
York, were ordained on the 4th of February, 1787^ 
by the archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Moore; assist- 
ed by the archbishop of York, and bishops of Bath 
and Wells, and bishop of Peterborough. 

Baptists* 

The first settlers of the Baptist persuasion wh% 
^brived in Philadelphia, came from Radnorshire in 
England, and Kilkurney in Ireland, about the year 
1686, and eetded on the banks of Pennipeck creek^ 
ten miles N. E. of Philadel^diia. The Rev. Mr. Don- 
gan from Rhode Island, had setded two years be- 
ftwe, at Coldspring, above Bristol, on the Delaware, 
where he gauthered a church,^ the grave yard of 
which alone now remains. He baptized and or- 
dained Elias Keach, an English youth, who setded 
at Pennipeck. In the year 1686, Mr. John Watts 
came to Philadelphia, from the county of Kent, Eng- 
land, and was baptized at Pennipeck, the next 
year. In 1698, nine persons assembled in Philadel- 
phia and "did coalesce into a church for the commu- 

• See Plowman and Tanner's elegant edition of th« Book of 
Common Prayer. Philadelphia, 1805. 
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mtm of saints, having the Rev. John Watts to their 
assistance." The place where they met was the S. W. 
eomer of Second-street and Chesnut-street, in a 
frame store house, btiih by the Barbadoes trading 
company, on a lot owne4 by them. Hence it was 
known by the name of *' Bsn-badoes lot." The Pres- 
byterians also worshipped with them, mitil they *' in a 
manner drove the Baptists away."* They then held 
worship in the' brew house of Anthony Morris, near 
the draw-bridge, until 1707, when by invitation of a 
sect composed of seceders from the Quakers, under 
George Keith, they removed their worship to a 
house erected upon the site of their present building 
m Second near Mulberry-street. At present they are 
a numerous congregation. Their faith and order may 
be seen in the ^^ confession, catechism and treatise of 
discipline," which they adopted in their association 
held at Philadelphia in the year 1742. By these it ap- 
pears that they are ** Independents with reference to 
church government, and Calvinists with respect to 
doctrines j"f with this exception, that they deem it 
essential in the ordinance of l^ptism, to immerse the 
body in water, and not to perform this ceremony of 
admittance into the visible church, unless the sub- 
ject is a professed believer, and has arrived at the 
years of discretion, or is able to comprehend its 
meaning and force. The place for performing the 
operation of immersion, is in the Schuylkill, at the 
bottom of Spruce-street. 



• Edwards says that ** the Presbyterians then bepan to disf 
cover an unwiUingness tliat Baptist ministers should preach in 
Ac house,*' and having evaded a confeientje, appointed on tlic 
subfect, the Baptists resolved to meet apart until they received 
an answer. — Morgan Edwards's Materials towards a hiatory t>f 
the American Baptists. Philadelphia, ITTO. p. 45— 1Q8* 

f Edwards's Materials, &c. p; 0, 

8 
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It 18 computed, that in North America, there are 
2000 Baptist churches, and 150,000 communicants* 

ITie regularly settled baptist ministers in succes- 
sion, have been, since 1746, Jenkins Jones, 1746 to 
1761 i Ebenezer Kinnersly, 1743 to 1754 ; Morgan 
Edwards, 1761 to 1771 ; William Rogers, Thomas 
Ustick, William Staughton, 

Presbyterians* 

About April, 1695, the Rev. John Watts, the 
Baptist minister at Pennepack, consented, at the re- 
quest of some friends, to preach at Philadelphia, 
every other Lord's day. Among the inhabitants, 
there were, at that time, some Baptists and Indepen- 
dents (the latter were also denominated Presbyter 
rians,) both of whom were occasionally visited by 
ministers of their respective denominations : and 
they occupied in common, for the purpose of wor- 
ship, the store house of the Barbadoes compan}% la 
the autumn, of 1698, the Rev. Jedediah Andrews, 
came from New England to Philadelphia, and offi- 
ciated as an Independent minister. The Indepen- 
dents had by this time, increased in numbei-s, and 
after the removal of the Baptists, continued to meet 
at the house on Barbadoes lot, until they procured ano- 
^ther in High-street, where they erected a small house 
for worship in 1704, which was enlarged in 172% 
about which time they adopted the presbj^erial form 
of ^government. A part of them who adopted the pe- 
culiar tenets of the eloquent Whitfield, withdrew in 
1742, and occupied the house in Fourth, near Mul- 
berry-street, which had been recently erected by the 
friends of that preacher, and there they remained until 
the year 1750, when they founded the second pres- 
byterian church at the N. W. comer of Arch an* 
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Third-Streets. Their declared principles are set forth 
in ** the constitution of the presbyterian church in the 
United States of America.'' They have expressed 
themselves in a very liberal manner about church go- 
vernment. " It is absolutely necessar}'^," say they, 
*' that the government of the church, be under some 
certain definite form, and we hold it to be expedient, 
and agreeable to scripture, and the practice of the 
primitive christians, that the church be governed by 
congregational, presbyterial, and synodical assem- 
blies. In full consistency with this belief, we em- 
brace, in the spirit of charity, those christians who 
differ from us in opinion or practice on these sub- 

i'ects." Baptists are accordingly sometimes employed 
>y them to preach. Watts's psdms, improved by Bar- 
low, are generally used in their churches. 

The general assembly of the Presbyterian church, 
meets annually in May, in Philadelphia, and publish 
their proceedings^ 

Catholics. 

Previously to Ac year 1733, the few Catholics who 
then resided in Philadelphia, held meetings for reli- 
gious worship in a private dwelling, and were occa- 
sionally visited by ministers from the catholic colony 
of Maijland, who were regularly appointed by the 
Pope. In the year just mentioned, the Rev. Mr. Cray- 
ton, was formally commissioned by the proper au- 
thority in Maryland, to settle in Philadelphia ; and by 
him a lot was purchased near Fourth-street, and 
south of Walnut-street, and a small chapel erected, of 
one story. It was dedicated to St. Joseph, and after- 
wards enlarged as the society increased in numbers. 
There are now four chapels in Philadelphia, and it is 
computed that there are fifteen thousand members in 
the city and suburbs. The nduisters in succession, aftev 



d by Google 



a08 BEUGIOUB MCIKTmi^ 

Mr. Crayton, were Messrs. Lewis, Hardinp;, Farm^^ 
Fleming, and others. The present bishop is the Rer. 
Mr. £gan, who was consecrated at Baltimore^ in ISfO. 

German Lutheram. 

The German Lutherans settled early in the last 
•entury in the lower parts of the state of D^ware, 
under the Swedes, while the reformed church was 
established in New York, on Hudson's river, under 
the Dutch. The first Lutheran church in Philadel- 
phia, was erected in 1743, in Fifth>street, above 
Mulberry-street. 

The articles of faith in this church are contained m 
the unaltered Augsburgh confession : in the doctrine 
of the Lord's supper, it professes to adhere strictly 
to the very originsd words of our Saviour, in the in- 
stitution of the sacrament. 

The ministers in succession have been, H. Muhlen- 
berg, Brunholz, Heinzleman, Hsindschuh, Schulze; 
Kunze, H. Muhlenberg, jun. Helmuth, Schmidt. 

Until a few years since, divine service was perform 
med in the German language ; when in consequence 
of the increase in number of the descendants of the 
Germans who did not learn to speak the language of 
their parents, an attempt was made to have divine 
service pcrJbrmed at least one half of the sabbath ia 
the En^ish language, but th !s having been resisted, a 
large party withdrew, and erected the elegant church 
of St. John, in Race-street, in which the service is 
performed altogether in the English language. 

German Cahinists* 

^ These came from Germany nearly about the same 
time as the Lutherans, and both usually held their 
meetings lor religious pufposes in the same house in 
Pennsylvania: there being very little difference be- 
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\ween the doctrines maintained by them. In die year 
1743, the Calvinists built a church in Sassafras- 
street, which was pulled down, when the present one 
was erected. They adhere to the Hiedelbergh cate- 
chism, and the confession of faith of the reformed 
Dutch church. They observe holidays, and have or- 
gans in their churches. They practise confirmation 
of their young people, to whom they dispense the 
Lord's supper. There are two congregations in Phi- 
ladelphia : in one of which the service is performed 
in the German language, and in the other (recently 
erected) in English. The latter is styled the ** Evan- 
gelical Church." The Rev. Mr. Helfenstein, is the 
minister of the Dutch, and the Rev* Mr. Birch, the 
pastor of the English congregation. 

MoravianSj or United Brethren. 

> The first congregation of this amiable sect that 
settled in North America, came from Berthelsdorf, 
a village belonging to count Zinzendorf, in upper 
Luzatia. When expelled from the dominions of the 
elector of Saxony, they resolved to go to America, 
and the trustees of the colony of Georgia, having 
offered, through the count, to grant ^em a tract of 
land,' they set out in November, 1734. 

The written instructions given to them by the 
count, were, "that they should submit themselves to 
•the wise direction and guidance of God in all circum- 
stances ; seek to preserve liberty of conscience 5 avoid 
all religious disputes, and always keep in view that 
call, given to them by God himself, to preach the 
gospel ^f Jesus Christ to the heathen ; and further^ 
that they should endeavour as much as possible to earn 
their own bread.'*^ These principles they have ever 
strictly followed. 

§ 2 
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Having met in London with gener4 Og^diorpe, 
the governor of Georgia, they were provided with all 
die necessaries for their voyage to his beloved c^- 
By, where they safely arrived m 1735, and settled on 
the Ogeeche river : here they obtained the character 
which they so jastly deserved, of a peaceful^ pious 
people. Another colony arrived in dte4X>urse of the 
following summer, and setded in Savannah. But in 
the year 1738, upon the attack of the cdoay by the 
l^aniards irom Florida, they were forced to leave 
their flourishing plantations, (having eariy declared 
that they would not be concerned in war) and retired 
to Pennsylvania : part came in 1738, and the remain- 
der in 1740. They setded at Bethlehem. In 1741, 
^unt Zinzendorf arrived in Pennsylvania, and after 
much pious labour, particularly among the Indians, 
returned to Europe m 1743. in 174$, die brethren 
erected a church m Philadelphia, in an alley running 
north and south from Mulbeny-street to Sassafras- 
sbreet, between Second and Third-streets, and henc^ 
exalted Moravian alley. The church is 40 feet by 
30 fettj and will hold about 300 persons. It has 
an organ. 

The principles of the Moravians, are contained in 
^^an exposition of christian doctrine, as taught in 
the protestant church of the United Brethren, or Uni* 
tas Fratrum, by A. G. Spang»iburg, with a jn^face 
by Benjamin I^a Trobe.'' They do not differ in the 
great cardinal points from ouier protestant secta« 
They hold occasional " love feasts^ in their churches^ 
for the purpose of promoting friendship, mutusd 
loye and kindness among one another. The idimentr 
is of the most simple nature* Wine is indeed some* 
.times used, but with the most rigid attention to 
temperance. They deem the propagation among the 
Heathen, of the means of salvation by die Redeemer, 
a primary object of duty ^ and Hmr seal in ^id resT* 
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Cct| is laraly a^onUhkig. Every part of the g^obe 
a beea visited— 4iay, settled by their missionaries; 
even the inhospitable shores of Greenland and Labra- 
dor ; and the most unhealthy climates of Africa and 
Asia have received the benefit of their pious labours : 
th^ frcmtiers of North America, which ev«n m the 
present moment are the hunting eround of the sava- 
ges, were settled by them more man half a centuiy 
ago, by a colony under that venerable apostle, th&late 
l^ev.Mr. Zeisberger, and others. No danger however 
great, no privations, or personal sufferings, however 
severe, deterred them from steadily pursuing their 
benevolent designs : and ahhough the horrors of a 
predatory war carried on against the inoffensive con- 
verts from heathen darkness, by men who disgraced 
the name of Christians, often interrupted the tranqui- 
lity of their settlements, and occasioned their perse- 
cution ; yet they availed themselves of the firgt oppor- 
tunity to recommence their labours, and have jopul- 
ly seen their exsunple foUowed by other denomina- 
tions V of Christians* 

The members of this socie^ are few in number, in 
Philadelphia, when compared with those of o^r 
sects. The head of their government is Hemfautt, ia 
Germany ; the subordinate power of their church, 
bishop Loskiel, resides at Bethlehem, in Pennsylva- 
nia.* 

JL&soeiate Churchy 

Is composed of those who are commcmly denomt*- 
ns^ed seceders, which name was given to, or assu* 



* For a fuU account of the labours of the Moravians in NorCh 
America, see " the history of the mission of the Unitat Ftatmin 
among the Indiaat of North America, by the Ret. Mr, LoskkiK 
I^Hidon, 1794." 
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med by those ministers, who were expelled from Ac 
church of Scotland about the year 1732, for having 
testified' against some of the public evils of die na- 
tional church, particularly the settlement of ministers 
by patronage* Sundry persons of this communion, 
Kaving emigrated to America, and with some others, 
being dissatisfied with the Presbyterian judicatories 
m America, miule application to the associate s3mod 
of Edinburgh, for a supply of ministers. Two were 
accordin^y sent, in 1 754, and with ruling elders, 
constituted the ** Associate Presbytery of Pennsylva- 
nia,'* The principles and form of government of the 
associate church, are those of the Presbyterian per- 
suasion. There is only one congregation of this so- 
ciety in Philadelphia, smd this is vacant. The late 
Rev. Mr. Marshall was the minister. They belongs 
to the party known in Scotland by the name Anti* 
burgers. 

Associate Reformed Churchy 

Was formed in 1782, by a imion between sundry 
ministers of the "Associate Presbytery," and others 
known by the name of *' Covenanters," and who 
-were of the same principles with tho^e who take on 
that designation in Scotland. The members of the 
associate s}Tiod, who were opposed to the union, be- 
ing in the minority, were denied the permission to 
enter their protest, they therefore withdrew and ap- 
pealed to the associate synod in Scotland, by whom 
the conduct of the minority was approved, but the 
members of the two presbyteries who formed the ^ 
union, denounced the mmority as schismaticv smd 
assuming the name of the "Associate Refonned 
Church in North America," published in 1799, their 
constitution and standards, with sundry ^pendixes, 
not comprised in the terms of dbeir communion* 
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Tl^eir faith does not differ from that of tbe general. 
assembly of the Presbyterian church* The former de- 
nominations of which this body was originally com- 
Eosed, being still in existence, they may be said to 
ave formed a new church* There is only one ohb^ 
gregation of this society in Philadelphia* 

Presbyterian Covenanters^ or Reformed Presbytertfj, 

This society was formed in Scotland^ about the year 
1744, by a member of the "Associate Presbytery of 
Scotland/' who, notwithstanding the alteration of cir- 
cumstances, did not render an adoption of the mea- 
sure necessary, required that body to swear the na- 
tional league and covenant,'' in the very words in 
which they were originally framed one hundred years 
before; their refusal to do so, together with their cen- 
sure of the principles of a party who denied alle- 
giance to the civil government of the country, be- 
cause certain religious qualifications, were in their 
opinions, necessary to insure due respect to the autho- 
rity of rulers, induced him to withdraw, and to as- 
sociate with odxers, under the name of the " Reform- 
ed Presbytery." They profess to be the only true fol- 
lowers of the martyrs who suffered for ^nscience' 
sake, under the intolerant reign of Charles the Ilnd* 
and James. This society consists at present of only 
six or seven ministers, with congregations in differ- 
ent parts of the United States. The plan upon which 
they propose to exhibit their principles to the world, 
embraces threeparts: historical, declaratory, and ar- 
gumentative. The two first have been already pub- 
lished ; the argumentative is to appear hereafter. 
The declaratory part merely contains principles of 
universal application, founded upon the scriptures, 
and simply stated. The argumentative part has been 
ink some measure anticipated by the zeal of two mfikc 
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members of this communion. According to this sccj, , 
^^ Magistracy flows immediately from God, and is 
predicated upon his universal dominion over all na- 
tions. Civil rulers ought to exercise their office, not 
•nly in civil matters, but in matters purely religious, 
by punishing false worshippers, heretics, and con- 
temners of church government." 

They allow that allegiance b " due to a govern- 
ment when morally constituted," a fact of which they 
themselves are to be the judges; but to a constitution, 
which they consider to be immoral, they owe no al- 
legiance. In this view they include the constitutions 
#f Great Britain, of the United States, and of Penn- 
sylvania. That of the United States, is said to **givc 
support to the enemies of the Redeemer, to admit 
to its honours and emoluments^ Jews, MsJiometans, 
Deists and Atheists : to establish that system of rob- 
bety, by which men are held in slavery, despoiled of 
liberty, property and protection;" and, finally it is de- 
elared to be " oppressive and impious." The constir 
tution of Pennsylvania is said to " support and le- 
gally establish gross heresy, blasphemy and idolatry.** 
For these reasons they refuse submission to their 
authority, and abstain from swesuring allegiance 
thereto. 

They consider " oaths as acts of homage, perform- 
ed voluntarily to the Supreme Being, and by no 
means a recognition of the magistrate's authority to 
administer them." They are prohibited from serving 
on juries, because, *' a juror voluntarily places himself 
upon oath, under the direction of a law which is im- 
moral," and for the same reason, they abstain from 
voting at elections. They believe it a duty to per- 
form the act of public covenanting. Notwithstanding 
the above doctrines, they profess to receive the 
Westminster confession of faith without limitation; 
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or explication of that part of it that describes the 
magistrate's power in matters of religion. There is 
ime congregation of this society in Philadelphia. 

: Methodists. 

This sect, in North America, was first formed 
into a^ society at New York, in the year 1766, by 
Philip Embury, a preacher from Ireland, and spread 
rapidly through the country. At present it pro- 
bably includes more members than any other deno- 
mination of christians. Their church government is, 
episcopal, and their doctrines are nearly similar to 
those of other protestant sects. Erroneous notions of 
this society have been entertained in consequence of 
Mr. Wesley expressing his view of sanctification by 
the word perfection. Their discipline is very strict: 
and not only requires the most rigid and frequent 
confession of sins of omission, and commission, one 
to another, at their private meetings for praying, but 
descends to the regulation of their conduct in their 
general intercourse with the world, to the prevention, 
of' idleness, the avoiding temptation, and to the re- 
gulation of dress. The distribution of good books is 
considered an important duty, and for this purpose^ 
a fund is created, and a *' superintendant of the book 
concern" appointed, who is empowered to regulate 
the publications, and all other parts of the business* ^ 
They deem it a duty to travel through the country 
to preach to those who have no stated minister, and 
for this purpose Ae bishops appoint a certain num« 
ber of itinerant preachers, who make extensive tours^ 
and by whom stated meetings for worship are held 
in the woods, at which thousands attend. A branch 
of this society, who object to the episcopal form of 
the church government of the Wesley Methodists, 
have assumed the name of the Christian Church. 
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The exertions of Ais society have been attended 
with the most beneficial effects in the reformation of 
the lower order of mankind ; and districts could be 
pointed out, not remote from the capital, which from 
being formerly proverbial for licentiousness, have be- 
eome, through its influence, exemplary, for morality* 
In one case, this change was chiefly owing to die la- 
bours of an individual, himself a mechanic, among a 
9et of the most immoral men. By his influence, me 
thoughtless were alarmed, the absolutely wicked 
were reformed, and a regular relipous society was 
constituted. There are four Methodist meeting hou- 
sips for whites, and two for blacks in Philadelphia. 

VniversalistSy 

A society believing in the final and imiversal re^ 
demption of mankind, have existed for many yeam 
hi Philadelphia. They have one church. 

Unitarians* 

Their leading tenets are a denial of Ae catholie 
doctrine of the Trinity, and an adherence to the Ike- 
ral sense of those passages of scripture which assert 
the unity of God and the humanity of Christ, wh# 
thereiore they think cannot be lawfully considered 
as an object of religious worship. Althou^ agreed 
concerning the chaa*acter of Christ as a man sent and 
;^proved of God, they are not unanimous as to his 
miraculous conception. This society was formed in 
this country soon after the arrival of the amiable, Ae 
pious, the venerable Dt. Priesdey. They have 9t 
present no settled minister ; but their religicms ser- 
vices are conducted by dirce of the members in ro- 
tation, appointed for that purpose agreeably to inilea 
prescribed by their constitution, tiU me pastoral ofieift 
shall be regularly filled. 
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Mde^endentS'^A society of Independents, compo- 
sed ol members of various societies, was ibrmed 
about seven years ago. Their creed is the same as 
that of the Presbyterians, 

yews — ^There are two synagogues in Philadelphia: 
but the members are declining in numbers. 

JPlaces of Worships and names of their Ministersm 

Swedish Lutheran — Swanson-street, below Chris- 
tian. Rev. Dr. N. Collin. 

^uaiers-^Onc in Pine-street, between Front and 
Second-street; one in Key's alley, running from 
Front-street to Second, south of Vine-street ; one in 
Mulberry-street, corner of Fourth-street. They are 
all large, plain, brick buildings, with galleries. To the 
last mentioned is attached a burying ground, 360 by 
366 feet, and surroimded by a high brick wall. 

Free ^uaAers^^Comtr of Mulberry and Fifth- 
streets ; It IS 48 by 36, and two stories high. 
' Episcopal Churches — Christ church, in Second, 
above High-street. The west end of the present Christ 
church was built in 172/, being added to a church, 
which, from the records, appears to have been erect- 
ed or enlM-ged, about the year 1710, and afterwards 
|>ulled down. The eastern part was begun in the year 
1731, and the building completed as it now stajids, 
except the steeple, the foundation only of which was 
laid, with the wesit end of the church. It is 90 feet 
long and 60 feet wide, and has a venerable appear- 
atice. The superstructure of the steeple was added 
about the year 1753., It is neat and simple, and just 
in its proportions, and was erected by the late Robert 
Smidu "The superstructure is composed of three, dis- 
tinct, well proportioned, parts of architecture ; the 
first story, with its small pediments and attics, form- 
ing one i the octagonal part, with its ogee-formed 

T 
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dome^ being the second ; and the spire and its pe« 
destal, the ^ird. These three parts are very dissi- 
milar, no one having any thing in it that is common 
to the others ; and yet they agree very well with each 
other, forming one complete and consistent whole."* 
It is 190 feet high, and has a ring of eight bells, 
which >vere brought out from England, by the late 
captain Richard Budden* This gentleman was, for 
many years, a regular trader between Philadelphia 
and London, and remarkable for speedy passages, 
and careful attention to every person and thing on 
board. His ship, the Pennsylvania Packet, was nick- 
named the Bridge. His arrival was constandy an- 
nounced by the ringing of the church bells, a compU- 
ment to his generosity in bringing them freight free. 

St. Pe/^r'j^— <iomer of Pine and Third-streets, was 
built in the year 1761. It is 90 feet long, and 60 
•wide. 

Su yflfme*— Seventh-street, north of High, was 
consecrated May 1, 1809. It is 90 feet long and 60 
wide. The foundation of a steeple is laid. Both 
these churches are very plain in their structure. The 
ministers have already been mentioned, p. 202. . 

St. PauPs Church — ^Was built in the year 1762. It 
was set on foot by a few of the particular friends and 
admirers of a popular preacher of the day, the Rev* 
JVIr. M^Clenaghan of Ireland, and is ipdependent of 
the other episcopal churches in Philadelphia. The 
present rector, is the Rev. Dr. Pilmore« It is 90 
feet long, and 60 wide. 

- African Episcopal of St. TA^wia^— Fifth-street, be- 
low Wahiut, 60 by 45 feet. Built in 1794* Deacon^ 
Absalom Jones. 

BaptistS'-^The first baptist church built, is in Se- 
cond-street near Mulberry-street ; it was originally 

n I II I I I I ■ I I 11 ,Mi 

f Middle's AxcSutecture.— B. Johnson— Philadelphiny 1805. 
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61 feet by 42, but was much enlarged last year. 
It was erected in 1762. A burying ground lies back 
of it. This church is now vacant. 
• A second is in Budd-street, above Poplar-lane, 
of which, the Rev. Mr. White is Pastor. 

A third, is in south Second-street^ near Catharine- 
street. Pastor, Rev. J. Peckworth, 

A fourth is building in George-street, west .of 
Eighth, tor the Rev. Dr. Staughton. It is to be 90 
feet in the clear. 

There is also an African Baptist meeting house 
building, in Tenth above Vine-street. 

Presbyterians — 1. High-street, between Second 
and Third-streets, erected 1704: rebuilt 1793: 88 feet 
long, 56 broad, 46 fbet high. The ascent is by eight 
marble steps. Its front is a prostyle of four columns. 
Pastor, Rev. Dr. J. P. Wilson. 

2d. Corner o£ Mulberry and Third-streets, built 
1750: enlarged 1809: 95 feet long, and 60 wide. Pas- 
tors, Rev. Dr. A. Green, and Rev. Mr. Janeway. 
This society built another place of worship in Second- 
street, corner of Coates-street, in the Northern Li* 
berties, in 1804: 80 by 60 feet. The ministers ot the 
church in Mulberry-street, officiate alternately in it. 

3d. In Pine-street, between Fourth and Fifth- 
streets ; this was built by the congregation ot the first 
Presbyterian church, in 1766. A burying ground is 
attached to it. Pastor, the Rev. Dr. A. Alexander. 

4th. In Fifth, near Cedar-street. Pastor, Rev. 
George Potts. 

5th. A fifth is building for the African Presbyte- 
rians. 

Roman Catholic-^^U Joseph, between Willing's al- 
ley and Walnut-street, built in 17S3. This is only 
used at present for morning prayers. It is about 40 
by 40 feet, and caie story high. 
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St. Mary's, Fourth, below Walnut-street, bufit iti 
1763, and enlarged in 1810. It is now 100 by 71 feet* 
Pastors, the bishop Egan, Dr. John Rosseter, Rev. 
Mr. Harrold. 

Holy Trinity, comer of Spruce and Sixth-streets, 
built in 1789. Pastor, Rev. A. Britt. It is 100 feet 
long and 60 wide. 

1^. Augustine, built in 1800, Fourth-street, near 
Vine-street. Pastor, Rev. 'Mr. Hurley. The altars of 
the three last chapels, are highly finished, elegant 
pieces of work. 

German Lutheran^^-^t Zion church, in Fourth- 
street, above Mulberry-street, was buih in 1766. It 
is 107 feet long, 71 broad. Mid 44 to the eves. Di- 
vine service is performed in the German languid* 
The Rev. Dr. Helmuth, and Mf . Schmidt, are min- 
isters. The old church was burnt on the 26th Dec* 
1794 ; the walls remaining, it was rebuilt, in 1796* It 
has a very handsome organ, perhaps the largest in 
North America, built by Low, of Philadelphia. 

St. John's church, was lately erected by a part of 
the congregation, who were desirous to have divine 
service performed in the English language. It is sit- 
uated in Race-street, between Fifth and Sixth-streets^ 
and is the handsomest church in Philadelphia. It is 
100 feet by 67, and does g^eat credit to those who 
designed it. The Pastor, is the Rev. Mr. Mayer. 

German Reformed — ^is in Sassafras, near Fourth- 
street, is 90 feet long, 65 feet wide, and 42 high j 
built in 1762./ Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Helfenstein. 

Another church was lately erected by a part of this 
congregation, (who like the Lutherans, were desi- 
rous of having worship performed in di^ English 
language) in Crown-street, which runs north and 
south, between Fourth and Fifth-streets. It is 90 by 
60 feet. They have assumed the name of the Evan- 
gelical Church^ Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Burch. 
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- J!ferert>iflfn^— The only church belonging to diis so* 
ciety is in Moravian-alley, which runs north and 
south between Second and Third-streets. It was 
erected in the year 1742. It is 40 feet long and 30 
wide. P^tor, Kev. Joseph Zeslein. 

Associate-^Wdlnnt, between Fourth and FiMi 
streets. Vacant. 

Associate i?^rm^^]t— Spruce-street, between Third 
and Fourth-streets. Pastor, Rev. Dr. Gray. 

Cb»^nawf^r«^— Mary-street, running from Sixth to 
Seventh-street, below Cedar-street. Pastor, Rev^ 
Mr. Wylie. 

Methodist~^U George, in Fourth-street, opposite 
St. Augustine church. It is 85 feet long, and 60 wid^ 
Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Roswell. 

Ebenezer, Second, near Queen-street. Do. 

Union, at the old college, Fourth-street. Pastor, 
the Rev. Mr. Bishop. 

Bethel, Sixth, near Lombard. Pastor, Richard Al- 
len. (African.) 

2k)ar, Brown-street, Northern Liberties, west of 
Fourth-street. (African.) 

Christian Church^^Moimt Zion, Christian-street^ 
near Sixth-street. Elder, Elias Smith. 

Another is about to be built. 

Universalist'-^lTi Lombard, between Fourth and 
Fifth-streets. Pastor, Rev. Dr. Richards. 

Unitarian^-^ln Church alley. 

JndepehdentS'^ln a court, west of Fourth, and 
iiorth of Chesnut-street. Pastor, Rev. Mr. Joyce. 

y^w^-,— Cherry alley-— and near Cable lane. Pas- 
tor, J. Cohen. 

In concluding this brief account of the numerous 
religious societies in Philadelphia, it would be im- 
proper to omit noticing the principle of universal cha- 
rity, and truly christian spirit of harmony, on religi^s 
subjects, wtucb, from the settlement oS the country 
T 2 
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by Europeans, has governed the various ruling pow- 
ers : a spirit, apparently interwoven in all our institu- 
tions, and I'rom which PennsylvaoHa has most un- 
questionably derived much of her present domestic 
happiness, and political prosperity. 

The frequent contentions between the original set- 
tlers, the Swedes, the Dutch and the Engli^, previ- 
ously to the arrival of Penn, were purely of a politi- 
cal nature, and as either power gained possession of 
die country, they seemed only anxious to preserve 
the government, to conciliate tiie natives^ and to re- 
tain the settlers, without interfering in religious con* 
cems* The contending parties, it is true, were pro- 
testants, but even in other protest^t colonies, perse- 
cution was waged against inoiFensive Christians for 
jion-conformity to the religious doctrines of the ru- 
lers, and for professions not at all tending to distuib . 
the public tranquility* No public declaration had m* 
deed ever been made respecting the presentation of 
the rights of conscience, by any of the governments 
Hvhich had successively obtained the possession of 
the country on the Delaware; but this measure, at 
once so politic and just, early entered into the views 
ot the pacific legislator, to whom it was finally ceded; 
and although Penn had not the glory of taking the 
lead on this subject, in the new world, yet his colony 
and their' descendants may^ without vanity, boast c^ 
having acted up to the divine principle as ftiily, if 
not more so, than even those among whom it was 
first promulgated* 

In the laws agreed upon'in England, with the ad- 
venturers, this great point was expressly provided' 
for J and the first law which Penn passed in conjunc- 
tion with the representatives of the peoj^, at their 
first assembly, convened in the province, was ** con- 
cerning liberty of conscience J^^ Finally, in the ** Char- 
ter of Privileges" to the province, granted October 
28, iroi, and constituting the permanent form Cft 
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gov^mmeiit, Iw, in terms, plain, but highly eloquent, 
secured to the colonists the precious right.* The 
American revolution necessarily abolished this instru- 
ment, as a general rule, but the framers of die state 
constitution that was substituted^ retained the prin- 
ciple of free worship, and in the declaration of rights 
of our present constituti<m, it is even extended.f 
The cardinal points of religion being insisted on, the 
legislators wisely considered that subordinate creeds, 
or modes of faith, are subjects properly to be setded 
between God and man : and such has been the efr 
feet, that the consideration of the religious profes- 
f I t il l 11 < ■ II I II II I 1 1 11 

• The first article of the Charter begins thus : << Because no 
{people can be truly happy, though under the greatest enjoyment 
of civil liberties, if abridged of the freedom of their consciences, 
as to their religious proression and worship; and Almighty God 
being the only Lord of conscience j Father of lights and spirits ;• 
and the Author as well as Object of all divine knowledge, faith 
and worship, who only doth enlighten the mind, and persuade 
and convince the understandings of people ; I do hereby grant 
and declare, that no person or persons inhabiting in this pro<» 
vince or territories, who shall confess and acknowledge one 
Almighty God, the Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of the world : 
and profess him or themselves obliged to live quietly under the 
civil gxivernment, shall be in any case molested or prejudiced in 
Ibis or their person or estate because of their conscientious pertua^ 
sion or practice^ nor be compelled to frequent or maintain any re- 
ligious worship, place or ministry, contrary to his or their mind, 
dr to dof or suffer any other act or thing contrary to their religious 
persuasion. And that all persons who also profess to believe in 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world, shall be cajpable, not- 
withstanding their other persuasions and practices in point of 
conscience and reliffion,) to serve this government in any capaci- 
ty, both legislatively and executively, he (ar they solemnly pro- 
mising, when lawfully required, allegiance to the king as sover- 
eign, and fidelity to the proprietary and governor, and taking the 
attests as now (established by the law, made at New-Castle, in 
the year irOO.** 

f Art. IX. 4. •'No person who adasowledges the being of a 
God, and a future state of re wards and punishments, shall on ac- 
count of his religious sentiments, be disqualified to hold any of- 
fice or place of trust anid profit undertbii| commonwealth;'^ 
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sion of a candidate for a public office, never influen- 
ces the decision of the magistrates, orjtbe people at 
large ; hence it is agreeatne to dee in our public coun- 
cils, men of every religious persuasion sitting side by- 
side ; deliberating on measures of finance, internal 
improvement, the regulation of justice, or the pro- 
motion of reli^on generally, as if they were mem- 
bers of a government in which the irritating distinc- 
tions arising irom the existence of a religious estab- 
lishment, pi-ecluded all from a participation in office, 
except Aose professing the govermental creed, 
and where, consequently, their deliberations would 
never be disturbed by a difference of sentiment on 
this interesting question — May the present cha- 
ritable TEMPER PREVAIL TO THE LATEST PERIOD 
or TIME. 

Charitable Institutions — 1. Pennsylvania Hospitals, 

The first proposal for a public hospital in Phila- 
delphia, was made about the year 1 750, by the late 
Dr. Thomas Bond, who in his professional capaci- 
ty, had frequent occasions for seeing the want of 
such an institution. Having united with several 
citizens, a petition was presented to the house of 
assembly. on the 23d January, 1750-51, stating the 
want of such an institution, and recommending the 
subject to their consideration. The assembly in con- 
sequence, passed an ac;t, granting the sum of ;^2000, 
to be paid as soon as a like sum should be raised by 
subscriptions or contributions. 

As soon as the law was published, the promoters 
of the humane design set on foot a subscription, 
which in a short time amounted to consideraUy 
more than the sum required by the act, and on the 
first of May, 1751, a number of tfee contributors met 
«l the State-house in Philadelphia, and pursuant to 
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the act, chose by ballot twelve managers and a tr^a*-' 
surer. These were, 

Joshua Crosby, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Bond, 
amuel Hazard, Richard Peters, Israel Pemberton, 
jun. Samuel Rhoads, Hugh Roberts, Joseph Mor- 
ris, John Smith, Evan Morgan, Charles Norris. 
Treasurer, John Reynell. 

Benjamin Franklin acted for some years as clerk 
to the managers. 

A house, late the residence of judge Kinsey, in 
High-street, now the third house west oi Fifdi-street, 
(No. 172) then in the out-skirts of the city, was rent- 
ed as a hospital, and on the 2d of February, 1752, 
the first patients were admitted.* The first attend- 
ing physicians to the institution were, Drs. Lloyd 
Zachary, Thomas and Phineas Bond. Drs. Graeme, 
Cadwalader, Moore and Redman, were i4)pointed 
consulting physicians. 

Application was made to die proprietaries of the 
province, then in London, for a lot of ground to erect 
a hospital on, and a square was particularly pointed 
out, as most desirable for the purpose, viz. ** a va- 
cant part of the square between Nindi and Tenth- 
streets from Delaware, on the south side of Mul- 
berry-street ; the lots in that part of the city not 
having advanced in value for several years past, and 
not likely to be soon setded :" the proprietaries not 
being disposed to grant the lot, presented them with 
another of about the same extent on the north side 
of Sassafras-street, between Sixth and Seventh-sts. 
from Delaware. This lot the managers did not think 
proper to accept, in consideration of its then being 
contiguous to the brick-yards, which, from the stag-^ 
nant water in them, rendered the air unhealthy. 



• The rent was £40 annually : but " the stable and paature," 
were let for £15 to the late Mr. Kintzing. 
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"When the nature of this charitable design became 
known, considerable sums were soon added to the 
stock, particularly by the citizens of Philadelphia, 
where few of the wealthy, or. those of a middling 
rank, failed of contributing according to their circum- 
stances* Some benefactions were also obtained from 
London and the West Indies, which encouraged the 
managers to auempt the building, but the prospect of a 
war in America, while it was hkely to increase the 
occasion, lessened the expectation of any further as- 
sistance from them ; nevertheless, confiding in the 
same Divine Providence, which had hitherto blessed 
their pious endeavours, for assistance to periorm 
that work, they sought for a suitable spot ot ground 
to erect an hospital on : and had the satisfaction to 
purchase, on moderate terms, the lot which of all in 
•r near the city, was judged most proper for such a 
design.* 

'' This purchase being made near the end of the 
year 1754, the managers directed a plan of a hospital 
to be prepared; and one of them drew a design ot the 
whole building, in such a form, that one third part 
alone could be executed with tolerable symmetry, and 
containing, independendy of the other parts, all ac- 
commodations requisite for the present purpose. 

" This design being approved of, the contributors 
were notified to meet, in order to consider the pro- 
posal, and approving the immediate building of the 
parts proposed, the managers appointed one of their 
Own number, to provide materials, agree with the 
workmen, and superintend the work, and a commit- 
tee to advise and assist therein, as occasion might re- . 
quire. These, with one of the most capable of the 



• The Proprietaries afterwards presented the hospiti^ with 
the rest of the k>t, forming a square* 
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etotributors, devoting themselves to the service, uni- 
ted in concerting the most Irugal method of carrying 
on the building, and industriously solicited contribu- 
tions from all persons concerned therein. Most of 
those from whom materials were purchased, contri- 
buted a large proportion of what they furnished ; 
and so diligei^t and successful were their applications, 
tiiat scarce a tnulesman, or even labourer, was em- 
ployed, without engaging a part [of his labour] to 
be charitably applied in the premises.'* 

The foundation stone of the first part of the pre- 
sent building, was laid on the 28th May, 1755 : and 
bears the following neat inscription, written by Dr. 
Franklin. 

In the year of Christ, 

MDjCCLV. 

George the Second, happily reigning, 

(For he sought the happiness of his People,) 

Philadelphia Flourishing, 

(For its inhabitants were public spirited) 

This Building, 

By the bounty of the Government, 

And of many private persons. 

Was piously founded, 

For the Relief of the Sick and Miserable ; 

May the God of Mercies, ♦ 

Bless the undertaking. 

The hospital stands on a square, three hundred and 
ftinety-six feet in width, and four hundred andsix^y- 
eight feet in length, containing about four acres- 
Round it is a brick wall, and rows of high forest 
trees. Within the wall, the ground is 4ecorated with 
gardens, grass plots, gravel walks, hedges, &c. Part 
ol the south front is inclosed by an iron railing. 
In the yard, frontmg the south side of the house. 
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is a leaden statue, bronzed, of WBlbm Pena, #& a 
marble pedestal, who is represented holding a scroD, 
having part of tiie first sentence of the ** charter of 
privileges" insciribed on it. This statue was presented 
oy Mr. John Penn, now of London, to the hospta^ 
in the year 1801, 

There is also a vacant square to the east, .and 
half a square to ^e we^t ; containing together, more 
than six acres, running in parallel lines with die 
ground on which the buildings are erected ; the other 
half of this square is owned by the city, and as it is 
meant to keep it always open, the Pennsylvania hos- 
pital is, and will be, situated in the middle of three 
^eat squares, which, besides the open streets, mea- 
sure more than thirteen acres* The contributors have 
s^so bought three lots on the south side of the hospi- 
tal, in order to secure a free current of air, preserve 
the water pure, and to guiu*d against fire. Tl^ policy of 
this provision was never more con^icuous, than du- 
ring the late fevers, particularly in 1793, when not a 
person in the hospital took it, Aough upwards of 
four thousand died of it, in about four months, in the 
city, in that year. 

Knowing the inestimable value of open ground to 
the hospital, the contributors have a confident assu- 
•rance, that avarice itself, will never dare to pr(q>ose - 
the alienation of one foot of the ground, which they 
have provided at their own expense for such a be- 
nevolent use. 

The hospital exhibits in the centre, a house, sixty 
four feet in front, elevated above all Ae adjoining 
buildings, and projecting beyond them a proper dis- 
tance* On the top is a sky light, to enlighten the 
theatre for surgical operations ; from which there is 
a beautiful view of the city plot, the river, German- 
town, Frankford, the fort, and several elegant coun- 
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try scats on the Schuylkill. Two large stair cases, 
leading to the several wards, are made in this diyi- 
sion. ^ 

Adjoining hereto on the east, is a ward, 80 feet 
front, 27 feet deep, and three stories hig^ ; at the 
end, a wing crosses it, north and south, extending in 
length, 110 feet. 

In the middle of the wing, opposite to the ward, is 
a hall, 28 fee.t square, including a stair-case, project- 
ing beyond the other part of the wing, sufficient to 
cover the cornice, and raised one story above them, 
,with a cupola, that affords a secure way out, in case 
of fire. 

Adjoining to the centre house on the west, are a 
ward and wing, similar to those on the east, with this 
exception, that the wards are 2^out 34 feet deep : this 
extension was agreed to, in order to admit double 
rows of rooms, to accommodate a greater number of 
lunatics. The difference, unless to aii accurate ob- 
server, is scarcely perceivable. 

The whole extent of the buildings, from east to 
west, is two hundred and seventy-eight feet : by the 
length of the wing, crossing the wards, the east and 
west fronts make an agi'eeable appearance. Detach- 
ed from the hospital, at a little distance, is a sepa- 
rate building, with a convenient enclosure, for vene- 
real patients, who are kept by themselves. There are 
also, sundry other apartments on the lot, such s^s 
stable, ice-house, smoke-house, fire engine-house, &c« 

Rooms in the hospital are appropriated to the fol- 
lowing uses. 

For the library, . . * . . | 

. Contributors, • • • • ^ « 1 

Managers, •>••••• 1 

Museum, • • • • • • 1 

Apothecary's shop, ..•..! 

Bathing rooms, • • • . ^2 
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Theatre for Operations, . . . • 1 

Wash-house, Bake-house and Kitchens, • 4 

Cell keeper and his wife, • • • • 1 . 
Steward, matron and servants, in the centrebouse, 8 

Lunatics, in the west wing and ward, • 70 

Do* in the east, • • • • • 16 

For sick and wounded, . . • . 23 

In all, 130 
wards and rooms* 

The lunatics, being separated from the sick by the 
centre house, the latter are not incommoded by 
their noise* 

There is an excellent anatomical museum, ccmsist^ 
ing of admirable imitations of every part of die hu- 
man body, in wax, made by the late Dr. Chovet, up- 
wards of half a century ago, in Jamaica. A set of 
anatomical paintings, and castings in gj^sum^, pre- 
sented by the late Dr* John FoSiergill, of London, 
the uniform and active friend of the United States, 
and of the hospital : andnumerous injected prepara- 
tions, and others in spirit, by various hands. 

The library comprises about three thousand vol- 
umes of choice medical books, and is thought to be 
the best collection ot the kind in diis countiy : this 
and the museum, are enlarged and supported by a 
fund of about five hundred dollars per annum, whtdi 
medical pupils, who attend the lectures, from dl 
parts of the continent. West Indies, &c pay for tlie 
privilege of reading, and attending the prac^ee of tl^ 
house ; the money is exclusively applied to enlarge 
the collection, with the consent of the physicians, 
who, in other countries, enjoy these perquisites to 
themselves. 

By an act of the legislature, passed in 1801, liber- 
ty was j^anted to graft upon the hospital, a l3rmg-in 
and foundling department. The fying-in departn^nt, 
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for married women, has been some years in opera- 
tion Single pregnant women, come under the no- 
tice of the law : and are provided for by the guar- 
dians of the poor« 

The contributors were incorporated in the year 
1751, by an act of the colonial legislature, by the name 
and title of " Contributors to the Pennsylvania Hospi- 
tal:" such may vote at elections for managers, or be vo- 
ted for, but derive no personal interest from the act of 
mcorporation. A contributor is one who bestows ten 
pounds to the hospital* A sum less than ten pounds, 
is called a donation. 

The contributors have perpetual succession, with 
power to elect twelve managers^ a treasurer, and all 
other officers of the institution, and make rules for 
the well-ordering of the house. They may reeeive and 
take the lands, hereditaments, and tenements, not ex- 
ceeding the yearly ^'jdue of one thousand pGdnuSy of 
the gift, alienation, bequest or devise of any person 
or persons whomsoever, and of any goods and chat- 
ties whatsoever ; provided, that, no general meeting 
of the contributors, or persons acting under them, 
shall employ any money or other estate, expressly 
given to the capital stock of the hospital, in any other 
way, than by applying its annual interest or rent to- 
wards the entertainment and care of the sick and dis- 
tempered poor, that shall from time to time be 
brought and placed therein, for the cure of their dis- 
eases, from any part of the state, without partiality or 
preference. 

If there should not be a constant succession of 
contributors to meet yearly and choose managers, 
then the hospital, its estate and affairs, and 'all the 
management thereof, are to be under the direction of 
8uch persons as the legislature may appoint. . 

By a law of the contributors, the power of direct- 
ing the manner and terms of receiving and discharg- 
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ing patients, is transferred to the managers, wfip 
made a rule, if there should be room in the hospitaH 
(after as many poor patients are accommodated as 
Ae interest of the capital stock can support,) to tsfcke 
• in such others, as they can on reasonable rates agree 
for ; and that the profits arising from boarding and 
nursing such patients, shall be appropriated to thie 
same uses, as the interest money of the public stock. 
The price of board is various, according to the appli- 
cant's ability to pay; but changes with the rise and ftwl 
of provisions, &c. 

The overseers ofthe poor of Pennsylvania, and re- 
ligious societies therein, who support their own 
poor by voluntary subscriptions, pay but three dol- 
lars a week, which is about the first cost of one per- 
son's maintenance, including medicine and all charge 
cs, except clothing and funeral expenses. 

The overseers of the poor of 'other states pay four 
dollars; private patients, who are residents of Pennsyl- 
vania, from three and a half, tp ten dollars ; and non- 
residents, from four and a half, to ten dollars. Every 
patient may choose his own physician, but he must be 
one of the house physicians. 

An amputation of a limb is not to be performed, 
unless the patient consents to it ; nor then, unless 
three physicians agree to it, after a consultation on 
the case. 

Single persons, who are sick, especially strangers, 
will find it their interest to prefer the hospital to any 
tavern or boarding-house ; for the following reasons. 

The physicians are ofthe first eminence. 

The nurses are experienced. 

The apartments are convenient. 

The price of board is lower thai;i individuals can 
take, and the patient has the satisfaction to know, if 
there is any profit, it is given to the poor. 
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T?ie»^ facts are $tftted from a thorough knowledge 
io( thfj institutioo, and because it ia conceived that 
ti^ interests of humanity may be served by so doing ; 
for many persons may be prevented from deriving 
the benefit? of it, from false notions of a hospital, or 
from having se^ith^ want of neatness, the crowded 
w^ds, and. inattention to the sick in some European 
.hospitals* 

Two managers and two physicians, meet every 
Wednesday andSaturd^ in the hospital at 11 o'clock 
in the forenoon, to admit and discharge patients* 

At intervening times, the applicant must repair4;p 
one of the monthly physicians, who, if he considers 
the case a proper one, will certify it in writing, to 
th^ sitting manager, who will take the uisual secu- 
irity, and give ^ order for admission. 

Overseers of the poor, from the country, who bring 
a patient, must have a certificate, signed by two miar 
^istrates, denoting '(hat they ar^ in office, and that the 
pauper, proposed for admission, resides in their disr 
trict, or their application wlU be rejected. 

Persons with contagious diseases, are not to be 
i«ceive<l, nor incurable cases, lunatics exct^pted : 
but, any person living in or near Philadelphia, re- 
ceiving, by accident, a desperate wound, or having a 
fractured limb, ro»y be bron^t to the hospital, with- 
out an order; and he will be received day or nigbt,, 
provided he is brought in within twenty-four hours 
;ifter the a^cid^t* The design of this proviso is, to • 
B^ev^nt the injiinred person from snffermg by neglect, . 
or from employing unskilful hands. 

The capi^ stoe^ consists of gpround-rents and fno- 
ney at interest: besides these, there is no proUuc- 
jtive income for ^e support of poor patients, except 
jthe profit q{ pay patients, both of which sums united, . 
i^illnot maintain mPTi? thm sixty ppQX pe^sops ; noi- 
u 2- 
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can the number be increased, until by legacies, or fu-' 
tare contributions, the funds are eiJarged t this in- 
crease is much to be desired, as every conveuience 
is provided in the hospital, to accommodate three 
hundred and fifty persons, on a moderate calcula- 
tion ; but for want of an adequate capital, mun- 
bers are necessarily denied the benefits of an institifi- 
tion that is peculiarly well situated, in other respect^ 
to relieve them. 

The managers, treasurer, and physicians are all 
contributors, and serve gratis, except that persons in 
affluence pay the physicians, as they would if attend- 
ed in private houses. 

Such are the principles on which this institution 
lias been raised and supported ; and as it has been of 
the greatest utility to the public, it is hoped it wift 
continue to excite their attention, until, by the en- 
largement of its funds, its benefits may be extended 
to a greater number of poor, agreeably to the desiga 
of its pious founders. 

Legacies are usually given in the corporate nan^ 
a$ follows. 

I give and bequeath to the contributors to the Pem^ 
syhania Hospital^ to be added to the capital stocky 
dollars. 

Contributions imd donations are received by Jo- 
seph Saunders Lewis, treasurer, No. 25, Dock street. 

The tax commonly called the city hospital tax, is 
raised for the lazaretto, &c. and not for the Pennsyl- 
vania hospital, as many 8iq)pose, who do not observe 
the distinction. 

The Pennsylvania hospital, ever since its founda- 
tion, has been exempted from taxation, unt3 within 
the last three years, when all the real estate, except 
the lot on which the hospital stands, has been as- 
s^ssj^ ; bat the <Hty cotmcib^ from a s^i^ctioa of i^ 
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general utility, by a late curdinance, have exempted it 
&om city taxes. The county, health, and poor taxes 
are still assessed. 

Present officers of the institution. 
Managers-— Josiah Hewes, Samuel Coates, Thomas 
Stewardson, Lawrence Seckel, Thomas P. Cope, Pat- 
tison Hartshome, Zaccheus Collins, Paschall Hoi- 
lingsworth, Edward Penpington, William Poyntellf 
Reeve Lewis, Joseph Lownes. 
' Treasurer— Joseph Saunders Lewis. 

Physicians^-Dr. Rush, Dr. Parke, Dr. Wistar, Efr. 
Physick, Dr. Barton, Dr. Hartshome. 

Physician to the lying-in department— Dr. Tho- 
mas C. James. 

Physician to the out patients— -Dr. Samuel Cal- 
houn. , 

Medical pupils in the house— -John Moore, B. S. 
Janney, Theodore Benson. 

Steward— Francis Higgins. 

Matron— Hannah Higgins. 

During the year, ending the 27'th of April, 1811, 
there were admitted in the house, 356, pay, and 220t 
poor patients, • • • • • . 576 
And attended out of doors, poor, • ." 1616 
Of whom were cured, • 309 1258 

Relieved, . . * . 53 70 

Incurable, • . « « 1 t 

Discharged at their own request, 20 removed, 89 



Irregular, .... 


1 


61 


Delivered, . 


S 


10 


Discharged infants in health, 


5 vaccined. 


37 


Eloped, . . * 


6 




Died, . # . • 


52 


81 


Remain, » .. • . 


124 remain 


89 
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2* PhUadelphia Dispensary. 

A consideration of the distresses of the poor, when 
afflicted with disease, and of their inability to provide 
for tfaeinselves in such a situation gave rise to the de<* 
3ign of establishing a Dispensary for their relief i|i 
1786. This first effort of the kind in the United 
States of America, has been attended with the hap- 
piest effects, and the example has been followed in 
most of our principal cities* 

The following extract from the introducticm t^ 
the plan, as first published in 1786, will serve to give 
a more comprehensive view of the nature and vutility 
of a Dispensary* 

" Plan of the Philadelphia Dispensary f^r the medi- 
cal relief of the Poor. 
" To the Citizens of Philadelphia. 

** In all large cities there are many poor persons^ 
afflicted by diseases, whose former circumstances and 
habits of independence will not permit them to ex- 
pose themselves as patjents in a puUic hospital«> 
There are also many diseases and accidents of so^ 
acute and dangerous a nature, that the remov;al of 
patients afflicted by them, is attended with i»any ob- 
vious inconveniences. And there are some dl$eas6$. 
pf such a nature, that the air of an hospijtal, crowded 
with patients, is injurious in them. A njiimber of gea* 
tlemen having taken these things into pons^deratipn, , 
have proposed to establish a Public Dispensary inth^ 
city of Philadelphia, for thp medical jelief erf ril« 
poor. 

"The particular advantages of this institution wiU 
be as Ibllow : 

" 1st. The sick may be attended and relieved in 
their own houses, without the pain and inconvenience 
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of being separated from their families. A father mav 
still continue to provide for his children, and chil- 
dren may enjoy in sickness the benefit of a mo* 
ther's kindness and attention. 

"2dly. The sick may be relieved at a much less 
expense to the public, than in an hospital, where 
provisions, bedding, fire wood, and nurses, are re- 
quired for their accommodation. 

** And 3dly. The sick may be relieved in a man- 
ner perfectly coilsistent with those noble feelings of 
the human heart, which are inseparable from virtu- 
ous poverty ; and in a manner also strictly agreeable 
to those refined precepts of Christianity, which incul- 
cate secrecy in acts ofchaiityandbenfcvolence." 

The objects of the institution are the indigent 
SICK, of every description, and in every disease, when 
recommended by the contributors. They are visited 
at their own houses, when unable to go abroad ; but 
those who can come out, attend at the dispensary^ 
where the physicians prescribe for them at stated 
times. 

The apothecary resides at the Dispensary, receives 
applications for admission, and records the name, 
age, occupation, and residence of the patients ; the 
name of the contributor, who recommends them : 
their diseases, and the event. He gives information 
to the attending physicians, when the sick require be- 
ing visited at their own houses : he prepares and re- 
cords all the prescriptions of the physicians, including 
not only medicines strictly so called, but also wine, 
sago, oatmeal, bariey, &c. When cured, the patients 
are required to take a discharge to the contributor 
who recommended them. 

The city and liberties are divided into two dis- 
tricts. Two physicians are on duty at the same time ; 
who, on the alternate daj^ of the week, attend a 
the dispensary, such patients of their respective dis- 
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tricts as are able to go abroad^ and also regularly vi- 
sit those who are confined at their own houses. 

The funds of the institution arise firom a guinea 
annually paid by each contributor ; or, ten guineas 
at one payment constituting a life subscription. Le- 
f^acies and donations also form a considerable part o£ 
the funds. 

The form of a legacy is as follows : " I give and 

bequeath to the Philadelphia Dispensary, the sum of 

to be paid to their treasurer for the 

time beings and applied towards carrying on the 

charitable designs of the said institution." 

The general business of the instituticm is directed 
by twelve managers, who are annually elected by the 
^contributors. The managers meet every month, and 
at the close of every year, publish an account of the^ 
number of patients, who have received the benefits of 
the insutution, as well as a statement of the receipt* 
and expenditures of monies during the year. They 
also smnually appoint six attending and four consult* 
ing physicians and surgeons, a treasurer, and an apo- 
thecary. A charter of incorporation was procured in 
1796. 

The attending physicians are on duty, in succes- 
sion, for two months at a time. They may apply to 
the consulting physicians in difficult cases. The phy- 
sicians give their attendance gratis. 

The want of a convenient situation was, for a long 
time, sensibly felt by the managers, and induced 
them in 1800, to purchase a lot of ground in Fifth- 
street, and to erect thereon, a commodious building. 
The funds for this purpose consisted of some stock 
purchased with former savings, and of donations, so- 
licited for the purpose amongst; our fellow-citizens. 
Several liberal bequests have also been made, 
amongst which are peculiarly to be reckoned those 
of the late Andrew Doz, John Bleakley, and the 
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^m bestbwed by the trustees of the fund left by the 
late John Keble ; which have not only served to ex^ 
tricate the mstitution from an heavy debt incurred by 
the purchase of the h)t, arid erection of the building; 
but also, with the assistance of the annual contribu- 
tions, to enable the managers to carry on the busi- 
ness of the dispensary in a more satisfactory and ex- 
tensive manner, the number of patients having consi- 
derably increased. Three thousand two hundred and 
seventy-five patients were under the care of the dis- 
pensary from December 1st, 1809, to December 1st, 
1810. 

Remaining from last year, • . 82 

Admitted since last year, . . 3193 

327^5 

2916 
99 
98 
26 
38 
98 

- — 32rar* 

Officers of the institution elected January, 1811. 

Managers— William White, D. D. President; 
Henry Helmuth, Godfrey Haga, Joseph Crukshank, 
Robert Blackwell, Lawrence Seckel, James Robert- 
son, Robert Smith, Isaac Snowden, Ebenezer Ha- 
zard, Robert Ralston. 

Secretary — Dr. Samuel P. Griffitts. 

Attending Physicians and Surgeons— -Drs. Joseph 
Parrish, Isaac Cleaver, John Perkin, Henry Neill| 
Samuel S. Stewart, Benjamin Kugler. 

Consulting Physicians and Surgeons— Drs. Benja- 
min Rush, Thomas Parke^ Caspar Wistar, Pnl- 
lip S. Physick. 

Treasurer^— John Clifford. 

Apothecary'~Georg!» : G*^ Tfesse; 
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Of whom the number Cured, is 

^ Dead, . 

Relieved, 

Removed, 

Irregular, 

Remaining under care. 
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The whole jexpense of the institutioii, for the last 
year, for house support, medicines, and apothecaries 
* salary, amounted to the small sum of $2160 78: and 
justifies the observation made by one of its founders,* 
that it ^^ exhibits something like the application of 
the mechanical powers to the purposes of humanity, 
for in what other charitable institution do we per- 
ceive so great a quantity of distress relieved by so 
small an expense ^" 

3. Humane Society* 

This usefiil society was established during the re* 
volutionary war, 1780. Its attention is directed to the 
recovery of drowned persons, and of those whose ani- 
mation may be suspended from other causes, as 
breathing air contaminated by burning charcoal, 
hanging, exposure to the choke damp of wells, 
drinking cold water while warm in summer, strokes 
of the sun, lightning, swallowing laudanum, &c« 

For the piupose of recovering the bodies of drown- 
ed persons, drags are placed at all the ferries, and 
public places of resort on both sides the Delaware, 
and on Schuylkill, with the usual apparatus, and 
boxes of necessary medicines. Medical assistants are 
appointed, to whom the public are recommended in 
the first instance to apply in the event of an accident 
happening : directions for the treatment of the vari- 
ous cases that may occur, have, occasionally been 
published, and rewards are annually bestowed upon 
those who risque their own lives in the attempt to 
save that of others. Handbills, containing cautions 
against drinking cold water, when the body is heated, 
with directions to obviate the deadly effects of such 
Imprudence, are annually printed, and pasted upon all 

■ '■ III ■ ■ | , II I « I I ■ ■ Mi w . ■ i« I r a i l II I II 

•Ur.Buili, 
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the pumps previously to the commencement o£ the 
hot months* 

For the purpose of adding to the knowledge al- 
ready possessed on suspended animation, the society 
Imve offered the following medals. 

For the best dissertation on the means of restoring 
to life persons apparently dead by drowning, and 
more effectually than any yet in use, a gold medal, 
value two hundred dollars. 

For the second best, a piece of plate, ralue one 
hundred dollars. 

The dissertations are to be sent to the secretary of 
the society, (post paid) by the first day of January, 
1813. 

They may be written in the English, French, or 
Jjatin language, to be accompanied with a sealed pa- 
per, containing the author's name and place of resi- 
dence, which is not to be opened unless the prize is 
decreed. t 

They shall be submitted to the judgment and de-4 
cision of the medical professors of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

The society is in correspondence with the Hu- 
mane Society of London. 

The society is incorporated. ITie annual meeting 
for the appointment of officers is on the first Wednes- 
day in March. The annual subscription of the con- 
tributors is one dollar. 

Joseph Crukshank, President. 

Isaac Snowden, Secretary. 

Abolition Society. 

The people of Pennsylvania, while struggling for 
their owij liberty against foreign oppression, were 
struck with the inconsistency of retaining in slavery 
a portion of their fellow creatures, and therefore, in 

X 
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the height of the revolutionary war, (1780) pas^d a 
law for its gradual abolition. Ail blacks and mulat* 
toes bom, from that time, Irom slaves, were declared 
to be free, after having served their masters 28 years, 
in the manner and on the same conditions as com-^ 
mon ^prentices are held. A supplement was passed 
in die year 1788, which declared that all slaves of 
persons intending to settle in the state, should be 
free, upon their coming therein. By being first ma- 
numitted, they may be bound as an apprentice to 
serve such a term of years, as may be agreed on be- 
tween master and man. Various other provisions 
were made on the subject, and a society, originally 
formed in 1774, but enlarged in 1787, attended to 
their execution. It was incorporated in the year 1789, 
and has been attended with a zeal worthy the cause in 
which they were engaged. The inconvenience which 
many sustained from having been deprived of their 
slaves, in consequence oi neglecting to register them: 
the apparent hardship, and want ofgenerosity in libe- 
rating the slaves ot those who were flying to our state as 
an asylum from war, tyranny or disease ; and accu* 
sations of improper interference with slaves who were 
contented with their lot, all served to render this so- 
ciety, for a loug time, highly unpopular with slave- 
holders, and the enemies of the blacks ; but the people 
are now convinced that while the society has very 
properly been active in seeing the provisions ol the 
law duly executed, by liberating those who have been 
held in bondage at home, contrary to the laws of the 
State 5 and have even by legal process, procured the 
restoration ot others who had been kidnapped and 
sent to the southern states, to New-Orleans, and to 
the West Indies : and have served as a check upon 
the undue severity of masters: they have at the same 
time always discouraged groundless complaints, and 
have given every facility to the detection of run- 
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aways in the state of Pennsylvania,* or from other 
states. The venerable Franklin was the first presi- 
dent of this society. The present president is Dr. 
Rush. The active duties of this society fall upon the . 
acting committee, consisting of six members. Able 
counsellors are chosen to assist the society, who cheer- 
fully give advice when required. At present there 
are only two slaves in Philadelphia, whose attach- 
ment to their masters is so great, as to induce them to 
pi*efer their situation to uncontrouled freedom. 

Society for Alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons, 

This society was formed in the year 1787, and 
was proposed by an active citizen in the cause of the 
reformation of the penal code, in order to alleviate 
3ome ot the miseries attendant thereon. Their de«- 
sigij will best appear by the presunble to the consti'- 
iution, viz. 

** When we consider that the obligations of benev- 
olence, which are founded on the precepts and ex- 
amples of the author of Christianity, are not can- 
celled by the follies or crimes of our fellow crea- 
tures : and when we reflect upon the miseries which 
penury, hunger, cold, unnecessary severity, unwhole- 
some apartments, and guilt (the usual attendants of 
prisons) involve with them; it becomes us to extend 
our compassion to that part of mankind, who are the 
subjects of those miseries. By the aid of humanity, 
their undue and illegal sufferings may be prevented, 
the links which should bind the whole family of man- 
kind together, under all circumstances, be preserved 
unbroken : and such degrees and modes of punish*- 
ment may be discovered and suggested, as may, in- 
stead of continuing habits of vice, become the means 
of restoring our fellow creatures to virtue and hap- 
piness. From a cpnvictipn of the truth and obliga- 
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tion of these principles, the subscribers have associk- 
ted themselves under the title of " The Philadelphia 
Society for alleviating the miseries of public pri- 
sons." 

The officers of the society consist of a president, 
two vice-presidents, two secretaries, a treasurer, an 
electing committee of ten, and an acting committee, 
annually chosen. 

The acting committee consists of the president, two 
vice-presidents, and six other members, three of 
whom go out at the meetings in January and July. 
It is their duty to visit the prisons at least once a 
month, to inquire into the circumstances of the pri- 
soners, and report such abuses as they shall discover, 
to the proper officers appointed to remedy themj and 
to examine the influence of confinement or punish- 
ment upon the morals of the prisoners. They may 
draw upon the treasurer for such sums of money as 
may be necessary. They keep regular minutes of thei? 
proceedings, to be read at every quarterly meeting 
of the society. 

Every member upon his admission contributes one 
dollar, and one dollar annually towards defraying its 
Contingent expenses. 

The appointment of the board of inspectors of the 
prison, and the admirable regulations which have 
been from time to time introduced therein, have ve- 
ry materially lessened the duties of this society. Ne- 
vertheless they still find occasion for their attention 
among that class of prisoners put in for trial, who 
would suffer in winter for clothes, and sometimes 
are improperly detained, or from inattention, are not 
brought to trial. 

President— William White, D. D. 

Vice-Presidents — William Rogers, D. D. Thomas 
Wistar. 

Secretaries — ^Caleb Cresson,jun, Roberts Vaux. ' 

Treasurer — Israel W. Morris. 
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There was a society established in the winter of 
1776, under the name of " The Philadelphia Society 
for assisting disti*essed prisoners," and it appears 
that a very considerable number of citizens cheer- 
fully became members, who paid a subscription ot 10s: 
and that the managers by an attention to the ne^ 
cessities of the prisoners, afforded considerable relief 
to them, during the existence of the society, which 
by a minute on their book, appears to have been 
about nineteen months. 

Magdalen Society^ 

Was instituted in the year 1800. Its objects are 
** tb aid in restoring to the paths of virtue j to.be in- 
strumental in recovering to honest rank in life, those 
unhappy females, who have been robbed of their in- 
nocence, and are desirous of returning to a life of 
rectitude.'^ It was incorporated in the year 1802» 
An asylum has been opened near the corner of Sas- 
safras, on Schuylkill Second-street, and several fe- 
males admitted* The members of the society are 
numerous, and the funds annually increasing. 

The following is the report of the managers, for 
1810: 
Remaining in the Asylum at last 

report, • • • » 8 Magdatens.. 

Admitted since, • • • 8 

la 

Of whom^ 

Placed out to service, . 7 

Discharged at own recj^uest, 1 
Dismissed for improper 

conduct, • • • 1 

Eloped, ^ ^ • 2-^1 i 



Remaining, 



X 2 
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The expenses of the house, &c« have been as foU 

lows: 

Board of Magdalens, • 

Clothing do. • 

Bedding, « • 

Firewood, • ... 

Wages of assistant Matron, 

Interest on purchase money for 
the Asylum, • • 

incidental charges, » • 

1162 2S 

Amount of purchases for mate- 
rials and machinery in manu- 
facturing, • w . 19ir 14 

Amount of expenses enlarging 
and improving the Asylum, * 647 34 

Paid for insuring it against fire, . 73 O 

Paid for books, as commence- 
ment of Library, . • 18 28 

$209S Ol 
President— William White, D. D. 
Vifce-President— Robert Ralston. 
Treasurer— John Evans. 
Secretary — ^Thomas Kite* 

Private and Endowed Institutions*^^!. Friends Alms 
House.- 

This establishment is supported by the Society of 
Friends, for the benefit of their own poor. It consists 
of a niunber of single rooms, opening into a lot 
which is appropriated to the cultivation of medicinal 
herbs. Such of the occupants as are able to work, 
diminish the expense of their support by labour ol a 
light kind, and contribute much to the convenience 
of the citizens. Silks and feathers, and other articles 
of dress, are there washed: quilting is also neatljr 
do^e* 
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2. Christ Church Hospitat^ 

Is an endowment for aged women of the episco- 
pal church, made by Dr» John Kearsly, formerly an 
eminent physician of Philadelphia ; who bequeathed 
for this purpose, an estate, chiefly landed, which he 
vested in the rector, church wardens and vestry-men 
of the united churches of Christ church and St. Pe- 
ters. 

Since the establishment of this institution, it has 
received a considerable addition of property, by the 
gift of Joseph Dobbins, a native of Philadelphia ; but 
long resident in South Carolina. Dr. Kearsly's will 
requires that the women supported by this institu- 
tion, shall be supplied with meat, drink, lodging, and 
have medical attendance. There are now 26 women 
on the foundation, which is at 111 Mulberry-street. 

Associations for General Chartty-^-l. Female Society 
for the Employment of the Poor. 

This was instituted by the late Ann Parrish, of the 
society of Friends, at the close bf the year 1793, 
when a pestilential epidemic had swept off thousands 
of our citizens, leaving many widows with children^ 
to struggle with poverty and all its attendant evils. 
The founder of this Society associating herself widi 
several friends, sought out the haunts of wretched- 
ness, comforted the sick, supplied Aeir wants, ancl 
directed the hand of the industrious to labour. The 
great good produced by their exertions, excited very 
genersd attention among the benevolent religious so- 
ciety to which they belonged ; and occasioned them 
to form a regular association, to be supported bjr 
subscription, for the purpose of relieving die wants 
of indigent females during the ' winter season. 
Aware of the evils attendant upon an indiscriminate 
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distribution of money, to those who are able to 
work, the society rented a house, in which they em- 
ploy poor women in spinning wool and flax, and 
conduct business in ^e fcdiowing marnior* A com- 
mittee of the society attend daily at the ** House of 
Industry," the women are required to come early in 
Ae morning, (with their children) when each is as- 
signed a portion of work : one or more of the in# 
apectors are always present, to preserve decorum, 
and insure attention to business, and to sell the art!*- 
cles manufactured. A room is solcfy appropriated t<y 
die children, who are committed to the care of on« 
woman. The eating room and kitchen are below 
ptjund, where wholesome food is prepared for 
Siem ; and when at meals, a becoming propriety of 
conduct is preserved. After the work of the day 
has been finished, one of the committee reads a 
chapter in the Bible to the women, who then return 
to meir homes. The women, besides being fed, are 
paid for their labour. The city is divided into dis- 
tricts, and committees for each district are appointed 
to visit the sick, and to administer to their comfort, 
without regard to colour, at their own houses. These 
committees make regular reports of their proceed-* 
ings to the society. Donations of cash, clothes, 
groceries, winter vegetables, or flour, as may suit the 
circumstances of the benevolent, will be acceptable. 
Jx is a satisfaction to be assured, that the alms be- 
stowed, will be distributed in the most economical 
tad judicious manner. 

^. Female Hospitable Society^ 

- A society under the above nmne was formed dur^ 
ing the winter of 180a-"9: shortly aft^r the tmposi* 
ticm of the embargo, when numerous females, who* 
dbtained a living hy tl^ innumerable employments 
divectljr tm induDecUy ccmnected wi& aetiver coon^ 
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merce, were deprived of support. The distresses of 
several of those women coming under the notice of 
some benevolent ladies, they associated for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to maintain themselves; they 
therefore purchased flax, and gave it out to be spun 
into thread for various uses, and hired a ware room. 
A preference is given to married women. The sick 
are supplied with various comforts, and are attend- 
ed by the physician of the society. The city is divided 
into districts ; each of which is allotted to a certain 
number of members, who attend to the sick or af- 
flicted, in the quarter assigned to them. The direct- 
ress of the society attends, with another member, 
every Monday, from 9 till 12 o'clock, at the ware 
room, to receive the work from the women, to pay 
for the same, and to give out more flax. 

This society depends upon subscription for its 
continuance, and has afforded considerable relief to 
many women, who could not partake of the charity 
of the first female society mentioned, by reason of 
not finding it convenient, for various reasons, to leave 
their homes during the day. Donations of money, 
groceries, clothes, flax and wool, are always accept- 
able. The ware room is No. 1, Appletree alley, the 
first alley above Mulberry street, in Fourth. 
Directress— Mrs. Snyder, 321, High street. 
To dwell in praise of such societies id unne- 
cessary. Every intelligent reader will at once see, 
from a mere narration of facts, the immense benefits 
which must inevitably flow from the encouragement 
afforded by these societies, to those who are wiUing to 
Work: from the formation of good habits, or their 
preservation in those already blessed with them, the 
prevention of the numerous evils and temptations 
to theft, and other wickedness, arising from pover- 
ty, and in that sex too whose influence upon the mo- 
rals and manners of society is known to be lughly 
extensive. 
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3. Female Association* 

Another humane society was instituted by some 
ladies in the year 1801, by the name of " Female 
Association, for the relief of Women and Children 
in reduced circumstances." Unless in extraordinary 
cases, this relief is to be refused to persons who, 
having children, shall refuse to put such of them as 
are of a proper age to good trades, or eligible ser- 
vice, or to send them to a charitable school, when in 
their power. In all cases, in which it is practicable, 
relief is given in necessaries rather than m money. 

There are two general meetings in a year, in April 
and November. At the last, 13 directors are cho- 
sen. At each general meeting a report is to be made 
by the directors, of the effects of the charity. The 
directors meet every fortnight; they annually choose 
a president, and six managers of the charity. They 
reserve, out of all monies belonging to the society, 
at least twenty per centum, to form a fund for the 
security of the charity, which, with any other monies 
or property that may be giv^n, they are to improve 
in the best manner* 

The managers receive such sums from the trear 
surer, for distribution, as the board of directors may 
order. They are to inquire for proper objects of 
charity, and give them relief; and are to report to 
the board how they have disposed of the monies put 
into their hands. 

The education of poor children is to be a favourite 
object, whenever the funds will admit. The sub- 
scription is three dollars annually. 

To say how much misery, mental and bodUy, this 
society annually relieves^ would be to tell what is fa- 
miliar to every person whose inclination prompts to^ 
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or duty requires an intercourse with the aiBicted poor. 
All Philadelphia knows and appreciates their services. 

President — Mrs. Stocker^ 193, S. Front-street. 

Treasurer — Mrs. Hodge. 

Secretary — Miss Gratz, 258, High-street. 

Free Schooh-^l. Sunday School Society^ 

Was instituted in 1791 and incorporated in 1796. 
Its object is to afford those who cannot go to school 
on week days, an opportunity to learn to read and 
write, on Simday. Subscribers pay one dollar an- 
nually. Ten dollars entitle a person to membership 
for life. By a late report ot the managers it ap- 
pears, that between 1791 and 1800, there had been ex- 
pended on the education of children, 3968 dollars 
56 cents. The number taught during that time be- 
ing 2127. There were three schools then in opera- 
tion, one for boys, and one for girls, in the city; and 
a third for boys in Southwark, each containing about 
60 scholars. From want of funds, only one school was 
supported in 1806. In 1808, the school for boys, in 
the city, wac resumed, and by the donation of the 
trustees of John Keble's estate, (about g2000) a 
third school was opened in the Northern Liberties. 
The utility of the institution has been fully proved. 
Many of the pupils, who had no other opportunity of 
acquiring the benefit of school learning than that 
which had been presented by this institution, attain* 
ed therein the power of spelling and reading with 
correctness and propriety, and of writing an easy and 
legible hand. Besides which, by attending, at hours 
not interfering with public worship, they are, in a 
great measure, preserved from mispending their 
time, and from acquiring a habit of idleness. It ap- 
pears from the minutes of the managers, that some 
of the boys who have attended this school, have since 
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become opulent and respectable members of the 
community, . 

The present income of the society is S4O0 50. 
' President — Right Rev. William White, D. D. 

2. The Philadelphia Society for the Establishment and 
Support of Charity Schools* 

Thjs society originated in the following way. 

In the year 1799, a few young men, mostly apJ 
prentices and clerks, with some who had just com- 
menced business, formed themselves into a society 
under the name of " The Philadelphia Society, for 
the instruction of Indigent Boys.'' Their number 
did not exceed seven or eight. After obtaining a 
few more associates, they opened a night school, in 
which from twenty to thirty scholars were instruoted 
in the rudiments of the English language, by the 
members, who officiated in weekly classes of two. 
This school was kept open during the winters of 
1799 and 1800, and of 1801. The scholars made 
considerable progi-ess. The expense of their tuition 
was inconsiderable. As soon as the labours of the 
society became generally known, a great accession 
of members took place. In the summer of 1801, 
such was the zeal and confidence of the members, 
that they resolved to establish a day school, and 
thereby incur an expense of from 600 to 800 dollars^ 
which expense was to be wholly defrayed from the 
contributions of the members. Arrangements were 
making to open in the autumn, when a circumstance 
occurred which finally placed the institution beyond 
all danger of failure. Mr. Christopher Ludwick, an 
old and respectable German citizen, died in the 
month of June 1801, leaving the residue of his es- 
tate, which was estimated at 5510,000 or 12,000, as 
})ik mite, to the first association of persons who 
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should be incorporated, for the purpose of teachings 
gratis, the poor of .all denominations in the city of 
Philadelphia, the districts of South wark and ^e 
Northern Liberties, without respect to the country 
or religion of ijieir parents or friends. As soon as 
the contents of the will became public, seve?:alji6so- 
ciations were attempted but all gave way, except that 
of the trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, who 
formed themselves into a society for the purpose al- 
luded to, and applied for a charter, under the provi- 
sions of an act of assembly of this state. A similar 
application was made by the members of the Phila- 
delphia Society, who formed a more perfect constitu- 
tion, and assumed a new name, " The Philadelphia 
Society for the Establishment and Support of Charity 
Schools." The governor (^M'Kean) signed both char- 
ters at the same time ; and the Philadelphia Soci- 
etj'^ being first incorporated, became entitled to, and 
received 5SJ0,000 trom the executors of Mr. Lud- 
wick. They further expect to receive, on the death 
of Mrs. L. some real estate, in which she has a life 
interest.* 

The school is kept in a house, erected on purpose, 
in Walnut street, between Sixth and Seventh : 30 
feet front, and 80 deep : the lot is 48 1-2 by 140. 



• There was so much active benevolence, and generous zeal, 
connected with the measure 6f procuring the charter, that it 
would be unjust to a meritorious individual not to mention th« 
facts. As the devise of Mr. Ludwick belonged to the society first 
incorporated, it became all-important to reach Lancaster first, 
in order to obtain the enrollment of the instrument, until which 
die act was not complete. The trustees of the University hired an 
ezpres's rider. The president of the Philadelphia Society, Joseph 
. B EH NET Eves, undertook, on behalf of that society, to go to 
J^ncaster. Both left Philadelphia at 1? o'clock on the 7th of 
September, 1801. Mr, Eves reached Lancaster (66 miles) in ^ev- 
en hours. The exf)ress gave up the journey, after prooeed3iX£^ 

•■:>■: Y 
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3. Aimwell School Society. 

The origiu of this association is as follows. 

In the year 1796, three young women resolved to 
unite their exertions in instinicting a few poor, igno- 
rant and neglected female children, and accordingly 



part of the way. Tlie act of incorporation is dated the 6th of Sep» 
tember, 1801. 

Abstracts from the accounts of the treasurer, and the report 
of the board of managers of the Philadelphia Society, for the es- 
tablishment and support of Charity Schools, for the year 1810. 

RECEIPTS. 
In the treasury at commencement of the year, - gSSSl 17 

Contribution of members, 1224 10 

Installation of new members, .... 14 

Rent ofcellar, under school house, ... 80 

Bo. lot in Kensington, . . ^ . . . 12 

Interest of loan office certificate, - - - - 54 16 

Do. bonds and mortgages, ..... 568 20 

Dividends of bank stock, . ^ . • # 45 

Principal of bonds and mortgages, ... 1733 96 

6561 96, 
PAYMENTS. 

Lent on mortgage, 3100 

Enlarging school house, .... 1264 39 

EXPENSES OF SCHOOL, viz. 
Salariesof two teachers, - - 1300 
Incidental, for books and stationary, 153 50 

1453 50 

Ground occupied by C. Ludwick's tomb, 

Germantown, - 20 

Insui-ance, ----.--5724 
Commissions to collector of contributions, - 41 95 
Repairs to building and contingencies, - 73 35 

Erecting an air heater^ - - - - 6o 28 

3 071 41 

Balance in treasury, January !» 1811, |!y490 55 
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opened a small school room, in which some of the 
most useful branches of learning were taught, viz. 
sewing, reading, writing, and arithmetic. In the 
course of the first year several joined the little as- 
sociation, and thus the school was maintained for 
more than two years : by that time it had so much 
increased, that it was judged necessary to hire a' 



CAPITAL STOCK, 
TTnited States converted six per cent. 
Fanners and Mechanics Bank, 10 shares. 
Bonds and Mortgages, ... 

Schuylkill permanent bridge, 5 shares, 
Philadelphia library, 1 share. 



- 903 ir 


700 


. 8282 4a 


50 


40 



$9975 5r 



REAL ESTATE. 
A lot of ^und in Kensington, rented at twelve dollars per 
annum * School house and lot of ground in Walnut street, actual 
cost, jgl0460 14. The number of members now belonging to the 
society is 228, eaph of whom pay S dollars per annum, towards 
the support of the school. 

The legacies received by the society have all been invested 
in productive stock and real estate i and are as follows, viz. 
From Christopher Lud wick's estate, - - - jglOS 40 
JohnKeble's do. • - * - 3000 

^ Thomas Kinsey's do. ... 160 

Cathaiine Zimminnan's do. .... lo6 67 
Kuth Garland's do. ... 100 

Mary Cannon's do. - - - - 66 46 

jgl3,773li 
STATE OF THE SCHOOL. 
There were under the care of the institution, at the commence- 
ment of the year, - - ... 278 boys 
V Discharged during the year - - - 181 

97 
Admitted do 130 

Remaining in school, - - ... 227 

* Part of this lot was a donation of John DickillBony esq. late 
of WilmingtOD» (Delaware) deceased* 
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person to take charge of the sewing; the memf>ei^ 
still continuing to attend to all the other business of 
the school. At the end of twelve years, a writing 
master was employed under the direction of the so- 
ciety, the members of which visit it almost daily; 
and in case of the absence' of either of the teachers, 
from sickness or odierwise, supply the vacancy* 

From the year 1798 to 1800, the number of scho- 
lars was limited to fifty: since that period, six^-five 



C^ whoni 109 can read, write and cipher— nearly all of tbem 
haying received the whole of their education in the Sejnitmry. 

The 181 discharged w6re chiefly apprenticed— '81 of tfadVl 
could rea4» write and cipher. 

The expanse of tuiUon this 3rear» amounted to $5 81 each, on 
the aven^ number of scholars. 

There have been 752 boys admitted into the school, since the 
ihcorporation of the society, SepteroBbr 8» 1801. 

When two teachers were emploved, the board had in con- 
templation a larger number of scholars, but finding in the course 
of the year, that one teacher would be fully competent to the 
oate or all that had been admitted, the services of the other 
have been dispensed with; and, as the salaries of the.teachert^ 
formed the principal items in the expenses of the school, this 
diminutibn will reduce the amount of tuition to less liian ^3 50 
per annum for each sch(^ar, the yealr ensuing. 

It is contemplated to open a school fbr girh, in the room 
lately occupied by the boys, as soon as suitable superintendents 
t;ah be procured. 

Children of the poor, of all denominations, in the city of Phi- 
kdelphia, district of South wark, and the Northern liberties, 
without respect to the country or religion of their parents or 
friends, are objects of the care of the institution, and may be 
admitted" on application to the teacher at the school house in 
Walnut 8treet> or to either of the members of the Board or 
Managers. 

Donations, in aid of the funds, may be made to either of the 
members of the Board. 

J^iblished by order of the Society. 

THOMAS BRADFORD, F^sident 
JOSEPH R. KAMMERER, Vice President.* 
3ENJ AMIN WILUAMS, Treasurer. 
STEPIffiN NORTH, Secretary. 
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haye l^en constantly instructed. Many are always 
ifkiting fdr^ vacancies. Any who are unable to pay 
for their instruction, are considered suitable objects 
for the school, and uone are rejected on account of 
their religious profession, although no *' Friend's 
children,*' have ever partaken of its benefits. 

This association under the title of " The Society 
for the free Instruction of Female Children,*' con- 
sists generally of eighteen metnbers, who raise a sum 
aiTinudly, among themselves, towards the Support of 
the school; which, with a few occasional donations, 
i?^ere all the means they had for carrying it on for 
several, years.: but an annual subscription is now 
opened for the purpose, the amount of which, how- 
ever, is only sufficient to. defray about one half the 
expense, not including rent, Qsi school room having 
been granted^ free of charge, by the Society of 
Friends.) The school is now kept in the Friends 
schoor house, south Fourth street; 

4. Philadelphia Union Society^ 

Was formed in 1804, and "owes its origin to two* 
female societies, the members of which belonged tO' 
the second and third Presbyterian Churches in Phi- 
ladelphia, and who associated for pious purposes. 
In addition to their personal improvement, they were 
desirous of adopting some plan by which they might 
be serviceable to their fellow creatures, and promote 
especially their religious interests. Under the in- 
fluence of these sentiments, it was resolved to cndea-- 
vour to establish a school for the instruction of poor- 
female children." This was opened in January 1805,, 
and children pf all sects were admitted. A female 
teacher was appointed to takp charge of the school;, 
and a committee of twelve members was appointedx 
to- attend with the teacher, not only for the purpose.: 

T 2 
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of assisting in the discKafge of her ordhiarr cNSoiv 
but to aid m inculcaiing senfiments of piety and vir- 
tue, an essential part of the design of me institiitionr. 
Sixty children were in a short time received into the 
school* 

The institution depends upon sut]^cripiion of one 
dollar annually, and upon occasional donations and 
legacies, for its support* Of the latter it has received 
two, one of £266 66, firom the estate of the late 
Miss Ann Smith, one of the original founders of the 
society, and another of 18200, from the late Miss E, 
C. Budd. 

The school is now held back of (he Second Pres- 
byterian church. 

. More than 300 chilcfa-en have been taught to read, 
write and sewj have c(Hnmitted to memory, large 
portions of holy Scripture, many devout hymn^, and 
nave been instructed in such catechism as was most 
^approved of by their parents. 

In 1805-6 and 7f the receipts were $1576 11 

Expenses 11^4 34 

g401 77 

The society was incorporated in 1808. Its tide 
is, " The Philadelphia Union Society, for the Edu- 
cation of Poor Female Children." 

Presidents— Mrs. M. M'Mullin, 114, S. Front st. 

Secretary — Miss H. Ord, 354, do. 

Treasurer — Miss Eliza Hall, 7^1, High street, 

5. •St. yaseph^s Society^ 

This society is composed of members of the Ro- 
xaan Catholic persuasion, and was instituted not only 
for educating, but maintaining poor orphan children*. 
It wsis incorporated m la07» 
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'rt:e cattails 854,397 90. Fifteeri drphatt uHadrtn 
wei*e clothed, schooled, and ifelieved while sick, dur- 
ing the year ^tiding the 19t}i of March last, 1811. 

President — Right Rev. Bidhop Egati. 

Vice President— Edward Carretl. 

Treasurer — ^Jaines 0*EHew. 

Secxttaiy— J. Maitland. 

6. Adelphi SchooL 

This establishment was formed in 180f ; and the 
society incorporated in 1808, under the title of ** The 
Philadelphia Association of Friends, for the Instruc- 
tion of Pooi^ Children.'' 

The plan of instruction is that of Lancaster, but 
improved. 

The corporation consists of Ho illote than 45 per- 
sons, and they must be of the society of Friends. 

The afiairs'of the society are managed by twelve 
directors, a treasulrer and clerk, appointed annually. 
The managers superintend the schools, provide fot 
their accommodation, and employ teachers. 

The school opened on the 11th of January, 1808. 
In settling the mode of conducting the school, much 
information was obtained in consequence of a visit 
paid by several of the members, with the tutor, to a 
school of the same kind previously established in the 
city of New York, and from reading Lancaster's 
book. The school is now held in a house, 70 feet 
front by 35 feet deep, and is calculated to contain, in 
two rooms, 600 scholars. The niunber at present 
(July 1811) is about 200, whose progress will beal* 
a comparison with that of other schools. It is calcu- 
lated diat the annual expense of the school, including 
teacher's salary, fire wood, stationary, &c. wifl 
amount to the sum of 1200 dollars, or at the rate of 
fbur dollars a year for each scholar. This calculation^ 
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however, is founded upon the supposition of the fuU 
compliment of pupils being made up, to wit, 300. No 
children imder five, nor more thah thirteen years old, 
are taken. Those who choose to pay for their chil- 
dren, may have them admitted upon paying one 
dollar for each child, quarterly. Subscribers paying 
four dollars annually, or upw^ds, are authorised to 
recommend any number of suitable objects, who will 
be taken on the lists of applicants, and admitted ac- 
cording to priority, as vacancies occur. Fifty dollars 
entitle a person to the privilege of an annual contri- 
butor for life. 

The managers avoid inculcating particular tenets 
of religion: "but enforce,' with iSl reasonable and 
practicable assiduity, the laws of morality, and 
obligations of virtue:" and though they consider 
themselves enjoined to embrace every suitable occa- 
sion to imbue the minds of the children, with a just 
and solemn sense of their religious duties, as derived 
from the gospel, yet it is their desigi> to confine 
themselves to its most obvious truths, according to 
their generally received acceptation. The Bible isk. 
the only religious book taught in the school. 

The school is built upon part of two lots in Peg's 
street, Northern Liberties, presented to the society. 
by William Sansom and Thomas Scattergood. 

The association have published, " A Sketch of the 
Origin and Progress of the Adelphi School," con- 
taining also rules for its government, bye laws^ 
names of contributors, and a sketch of the mode of 
education adopted in the school, which may be had 
by application to any of the managers. 

Managers — John Paul,^ John C. Evans, David 
Jones, Clement Biddle,jun. Isaac Donaldson, Sa- 
muel Haydock, James r. Parke, Roberts Vaux^ 
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Seu^eh Haines, Charles Allen, Robert Smith, jun.-- 
Benjamin Ferris. ^ 

Roberts Vaux, Secretary to the Board. 

James P. Parke, Recorder of Admissions^ 

Treasurer— John Cooke. 

Clerk of the Association — Elihu Pickering. 

Besides the above schools for the gratuitous edu- 
cation of poor children, there are a number of other 
schools, belonging to different' religious societies* 
Thus, the Friends have several schools belonging 
to their corporation,*^ from the foundation of which; 
part of their fuiids have been devoted to the free 
education of poor children of all denominations. For' 
many years past^ and at present, one hundred scho- 
lars annually, of that description, derive the benefit 
rf its patronage. 

The funds of the school corporation have been in- 
creased by the bequests of several members of the* 
society; among whom, the late alderman Garter de- 
serves to be particularly noticed. 

The United Episcopal Churches have one free 
school, consisting of 60 boys; and one, of about 40- 

fjirls. The second Presbyterian Church has one 
iree school. The German Lutherans have six schools, 
in some of which boys and girls are taught together, 
and in some separately. The (jerman language is' 
taught in all, and the catechism of the church com- 
mitted to memory; in some arithmetic is taught. 
An academy for teaching the learned languages was 
lately commenced by that society. The German Cal- 
vinists, or Reformed Church, have two schools ; and 
the Catholics have two schools ; in all of which, pocMr 
children, in membership with the several religious 
societies, are educated gratis. The University of 



* ** Friend's Public Schools, founded by charter of Wm. TetOt, 
iaihe town and county of Ftuladelphia, 1697." 
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Pennsylvania also, has had a charitable school ccte^ 
nected with that institution, since its foundation* 

Public Provision for Free Education. 

By a law, passed April 4, 1809, by thfe legislature 
of Pennsylvania, the poor were permitted to send their 
children to the most convenient school. The teacher 
of which i^ to present his bill to the county commis* 
Bioners, who if they approve thereof, shall draw an 
♦rder for the same upon the county treasurer for the 
amount. The price to be charged is to ** be agreeably 
to the usual rates of charging for tuition in the said 
school." 

In the counties of the state, where the terms of 
tuition are moderate, this law has been found useful, 
but in Philadelphia, where the poor are numerous, 
and the price of teaching in some schools is high,' 
the tax upon the city and county has been found 
enormously oppressive, and the law by no means 
productive of good proportioned thereto, as the fol- 
lowing facts wUl shew. From the 1st of January to 
July 27, 1811, 1828 scholars have been educated, 
at an expense of gl2,124, 27, which is at the rate of 
&1 1, 63 per scholar annually, while the expense of the 
charity school, in Walnut street, is only S5 81, and 
that of the Adelphi School is S4 per year. 

Schools for the Education of Blacks. 

The following schools have been instituted for the. 
free education of blacks. 

In the year 1770, a school was established by the 
monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, under 
the tuition of a master, and superintended by a 
committee of said meeting. It was for many years 
supported by the voluntary contributions of Friends^^ 
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i\.nthony Benezet, who served several years on the 
committee, and who had the charge of this school, 

' became so interested in its behab, that in the year 
1782, he took upon him the tuition thereof, and con- 
tinued in that situation until his death, (the 3d of 
Mayi 1784) and by his last will and testament be- 
queathed a large sum towards its further support. 
In September, 1784, another school was opened by 
the committee, under the tuition of a mistress, both 
which schools have been continued to this time, and 
are at present under the care ot a joint committee, 
appointed by the three monthly meetings of Friends 
in this city. The present income of this institution 
is principally vested in ground rents, amounting to 
rather more than 650 dollars, annually, out of which 
a considerable sum is paid for taxes. The average 
number oi scholars attending in the two schools is 
between 70 and 80. The boys are taught reading, 
writing and arithmetic : and the girls, reading, wri- 
ting and sewing. The schools are held in Willing's 
^ey. 

Two schools, one for boys, and one for girls, are 
supported out of the funds left to the late Dr. Bray^ 

' and to the trustees of his charity.* Ten negro boys, 
and abou^ 50 girls are constantly educated. In the 
Bchool with the boys, there are also thirty pay scho- 
lars under the same master. 

The Airican church of St. Thomas has a school, 
in which forty pay scholars are instructed by a 



• The trustees in Philadelphia, of " the associates of Dr. Brayt 
in London," are the Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Dr. Blackwell, and 
Thomas Cumpston, Esq. (See An Account of the designs of the 
Associates of the late Dr. Bray, with an Abstract of their pro- 
ceedings, London 1800 ) The sum originally remitted, after the 
peace of 1783, was £5\)0. By time and judicious manaeement, 
this sum has so increased, that ^460 have been retumea to the 
trustees in London, and enough still retained for the purp^oses 
designed by the donors. 
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black teachtr. The " UQipn Society,''* has also ft 
school in which 40 boys are instructed, by a white 
teacher* Another school is, kept by a coloured, man^ 
In which there |u^ upwards, of 40jK)ys, who pay. 

Patriotic Societies^r^i* Domestic Society y 

Was established in the year 1805, for the encou- 
t^ment of doniesftic manufactures* The capitad 
stock consists of ten thousand dollars^ divided into 
two hundred shares of fifty dollars* By charter, JU 
berty is given to increase the capital to S^0,000. 
The affairs of the society are managed by a presi- 
dent, secretary, treasurer, and twelve directors, 
elected on the first Monday in February of every 
year. The treasurer must give a bond for the faith- 
ful performance of his duty. The directors are au- 
thorised to lay out the funds, to regulate the affairs 
of the society generally, to make advances either in 
cash or raw materials, as shall suit the applicants, upon 
all American manufactures of woollen, cotton or li* 
/iien, amountii^^ to one half of the affixed value of the 
articles, when deposited in the ware house of the 
society, and pay the residue when sold, charg^g and 
.^deducting therefrom legal int;erest, lor the time the 
money may remain in advance upon the goods, and 
such a commission as shall be affixed by the board on 
effecting the sales. This has been fixed at 5 per cent* 
if the articles deposited remain six months on hand, 
the board may then seU them at auction, and the 
neat proceeds duly placed to the credit of the own- 
• ers. The directors may purchase raw materials. 
The board meet once in two weeks : other articles 



• ** The Union Society for the support ©(schools ^d dpmestic 
manufactures, for the benfi% of .Uxe^ ^ifpaa rjwe,And.pcpple of 
colour, esUblishedlSlO/' 
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besides those mentioned, may be received and sold 
on commission but no advances s^e made on theih* 
They may be withdrawn upon paying storage^ 
The treasurer shall deliver a general statement of 
the funds of the institution, once every month, at a 
regular meeting of the bo^d» Shares are transfeilr^ 
ble, upon paying twenty-five cents for the certificate. 
No transfers shidl entitle any one to a vote, unless 
ihade at least thirty days prior to die day of electicm* 
The board shall, at least twenty days prior to the 
expiration of the term for which they are elected, 
call a general meeting of the stockholders, and lay 
before them a full statement of the funds of the so- 
ciety. Stockholders must be citizens of the United 
States. 

Monies are to be paid only upon the order of the 
president, countersigned by me secretary. The 
society is incorporated by the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania. 

President— Paul Cox. Warehouse, No. 11, south 
Third street. 

Money is lent to manufacturers on good notes, up* 
xm legal interest ; and in Ais way the society has 
doBt a great jjeal of good. When established, it 
was ascertained, that five hundred weavers could not 
find employment, and to obtain a living were forced 
to engage in other work : by assistance from the so- 
titty all are employed 5 the dividends have yielded 
to ^e stockholders six per cent, and sometimes eight 
per cent., but interest was but a secondary conside* 
ration with the subscribers. Every city and populous 
town should establish a similar society, as it is only 
in this way, that the permanent, the real indepen- 
dence of the country, can be establish ed> and our 
workmen and money kept at home. 
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2« Agricultural Society • 

" This society was formed in the year 1785, by 
some citizens^ cmly a few of whom were actually 
engaged in husbandry, but who were convinced of 
its necessity, and of die assi^ance which such an 
association, jHroperly attended to, would afibrd to 
the interests of agriculture. The society ccmtinued 
to meet regularly for several )rears, and published 
numerous communicaUons from practical men, in 
the newspapers of the day, on various interesting 
subjects; and thereby contributed to diffuse the know- 
ledge of many improvements in agriculture; the 
general adoption wnereof, has visibly tended to in- 
crease the product, and to improve the qualities oi 
the soil of Pennsylvania. 

*' After seversd years of active exertion, the so- 
cie^ was permitted to fall into a long sleep, but was 
again revived, in the winter of 1804, and holds re- 
gular meetings."* It was incorporated in February 
1809. Two v<dumes of Memoirs, in 8vo, have been 
published; the first in 1808: the second during the 
j>resent year.f The society meet in the philosophic^ 
hall, the 2d Tuesday of every month* 

President— Richard Peters. 

Vice President — George Cl)'mer« 

Treasurer— Samuel Hodgdon» 

Secretary— 'James Mease, M. D. 

5. Cattle Society. 

This society was instituted in the ytwt tWd^ 
Tor improving the breed of cattle, in Pennsylvania 
by several persons concerned in grazing, and resid- 



• Preface to Memoirs of the Society^ vol.X* 
.f By Johnson and Warner. 
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ing in and near Philadelphia. They have published 
an address to the puUic, explainiBg the object of the 
association, and have proposed several premiums, 
for importing certain improved breeds of cattle 
from Europe, aind for originating them at home. 
Two premiums have already been taken, one for 
glOO: the other for $50. 

Shows are held every spring and autumn at Bush- 
hill, (which has been leased by the society) for 
the exhibition and sale of eveiy species of farm 
Stock ; poor, fat, and those destined for breeding. 

President— Lawrence SeckeL 

Treasurer— Wm. Guier. 

The good eflfects of this society have already been 
perceived. It meets the first Monday m every 
month, in the philosophical ball. 

Mutual Benefit Societies^^U Carpenter^ s Company 

In the year 1/24, a number ofhouse carpenters of 
the cky and county of Philadelphia, formed them- 
selves into a company, for the double purpose of 
obtaining instruction in the science of architecture, 
and of assisting such of their members as should 
by accident be in need of support, or the widows and 
minor children of members. They remained uniii« 
corporated imtil the year 1790, when they obtained 
a charter by an act of the legislature. The corpora- 
tion meets on the third Monday of January, April^ 
July and October, and on the same day of the week, 
m the same months, in every year at their hall, ctf 
other appointed place. A committee of seven, an- 
nually chosen, manage the affairs of the corporation. 
They may let their hall, or other estate of the corpo- 
ration, for any term not exceeding two y^ars: keep 
the buildings m repair, and settle the accounts of tl^^ 
company : one 0/ them collects the rents, aud re- 
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ccives the members money from the Mrardens, of 
whom there are three. Members, widows,*or mmor 
children, in want or in sickness, may receive from 
the committee any sum under forty doQars, until the 
next meeting ; when if further aid be deemed ne- 
cessary, the company determine the amount. The 
admission money is forty dollars. Sons of deceased 
members are admitted without a fee. 

No members may imdertake work, begun by 
atfier membens, until the first undertaker is satisfied 
lor the work done, unless by his or their consent, 
under penalty of paying such sum as a majority of 
the members may judge reasonable. Provision is 
made for obliging members to do justice to an em- 
ployer; andfor the settlement of disputes. No slaves 
are to be hired or taken as apprentices. Ten dollars 
is the fine for divulging the sentiments of members 
when discussing a question, and five dollars £oP 
shewing the book of prices to any except a member ; 
for the second offence ten dollars, and for permit- 
tinj^a copy to be taken, the member 19 expelled. 

The chtfdren of members deceased, (with the ap- 
probation of the widow, if one be left,) are protected 
by the society, and bound out to such trades as 
may s\iit their situation or dispositions. This society 
own a hall where the custom house is now kept, 
in a court south of Chesnut street, between Third 
and Fourdi streets, and a range of buildings in the 
same court. The hall was built before the revolution- 
ary war. 

President— George In^es. 

2. Ship Master^s Society • 

A society for die relief of poor and distressed 
masters of ships, their widows, and children,'^ was 
instituteid in the year 1765, and incorporated in the 
year 1770, by the colonial legislature* 
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Th^re are twelve managers, and a treasurer an- 
nually chosen ; a statement of the accounts is pub* 
lished every yeay.* 

^Entrance money, forty dollars : quarterly con- 
trU>ution, fifty cents. The president is chosen every 
three months. The assistance to widows of de- 



• Abstractof the accounts of the S6ciety,Torthe relief of poor 
aiM distressed Masters of Ships, their Vl^idows and Children," 
being a summary of the receipts and payments, from the 30th 
Aprily 18ia» to the 30th AprU, 1811, as setUed by a committee 
of the society, specially appointed for that purpose. 
CASH DR^ 
TO B^ance in the hands of the Treasurer, April 30di, 

1810, - - . . . 16503 83 

Quarterly payments and fines received, - 418 30 

Subscription of new members, - - ' 155 20 

Donation from the post office, - * - 314 32 

Interest and part of the principal of the United 

States stock, - • - - 1435 SI 

Dividends from the Banks, - -^ - 734 — 

Dividends from the Turnpike, - - 72 — 

City loan Interest, and a part of the principal, 254 — 

Donation, - - - - - 263 38- 

Principal and Interest of I—— O— — 's bond and 

mortgage, ... - - 537 — 

Principal of exchange stocl^ ... lOOo — 
Interest on Bonds, - ^ - v - 106 — 

S55793 54 

i¥ Charities paid sundiy persons, - - g2024 — 

Cash for stock, .... ^^ ^^ 

^ Managers orders on account of stock, - 182 34 

Ditto ditto Contingent fund, 56 7 

Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, Charities, 434 97 

Ditto - • - Contingent fand>^ 196 23 

Ditto - - - Stock„ 83 95- 

#r935 40^ 

SAMtJEL VOLANS, Treasurer. 
PhUadelphia,.May,1811. 

Z2 
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ceased numbers, is in pfopocdon to dieir wsAts ; 
the smallest sum that can be given is forty ddhors 
amiually. Funersd expenses of mejnbers are paid if 
required. Orphan cluldren of deceased members 
are taken care of by the society, until fit to be putt 
tm trades. 

3* Piloi^s Society. 

A society for the benefit of" decayed pilots, their 
widows and children,'^ was formed in the year 1788^ 
and incorporated in the year 1789. Its affairs are 
ihanaged by twelve members, chosen from Phila^ 
delphia, Cape Henlopen, and Cape May ; a general 
meeting of the society takes place twice a year. 
Members pay Si) 50, annually: and tl^ treasurer 
amiually publishes a statement of the funds. WF^ 
Sows of members may receive S60 annually^ 

The capital o( the society is about 958,000; 

Treasurer— Stephen Flanagan. 

4. 3£ariner*s Society. 

Entrance money, five dollars ; monthly payment, 
thirty-one cents; allowance to sick, three dollars 
weekly ; to members wives at the decease of their 
Itusbands, twenty dollars, and thirty three cents from 
e^ch member. If a member die abroad, his widow 
receives only thirty-three cents from each member* 

President— George Chart. 

Vice President — ^John Dicl^. 

^Secretary—- John Bisset. 

5. Stone Cutter^s Company j 

Was established in the year i790, ^md Jncoipo-^ 
yated in 1806, until which time the sole object of its 
associa^tk)]! was^ from time to time, to regulate the 
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mjeasurement and prices of stcme vrorkf and other 
goieral concerns^ cm inattention to which, had call- 
ed much gross imposition to be practised upon the 
public. Its^ views are now more comprehensive, 
being " formed foj^ the relief of poor smd distressed 
stone cutters, their widowd and children ; and for 
the improvement of the art of stone cuttings, and. 
of the science of architecture.'* A system for the 
measurement of marble work is laid down, slnd a 
list of prices formed, subject to alterations and ad- 
4kions, as the prices of labour and materials may re- 
quire. TTie bye laws provide for the relief of mem- 
bers employed by those who will not appoint a per- 
son to measure and value for them, and when a mem^ 
ber will not consent to have his work measured. They 
also contain a provision expressly intended to defend 
the public from imposition by work of a bad quality, 
or from injury by unreasonably delaying to execute 
it. Application for redress in such cases is to be made 
to the president of the company. 

The system of measurement and prices are not kept 
-secret : every person desiring it, may have a bill of 
particulars, stating minutely the measurement and 
prices of each article, upon paying an additional 
measuring commission, for the extra trouble. En- 
trance money is ten dollars. Annual contribution 
four dollars. 

It is contemplated to establish an architectural 
library, with such models and moulds as may be 
worthy of preservation. 

President — ^John MiUer, M. C. 

6. Master Bricklayer^ s Society. 

Incorporated, 1809. It was instituted upon the 
plan of 4he Stone Gutter's Society ,* as a benefit asso* 
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ciation, and to measure work*. Besides the usual 
officers, there are twelve measurers of work* 
President— J(dm Taylor* 

f. Mutual Assistant Society of Hair Dressers^ Surgeon 
Barbers^ £s?c. 

Thtssociety was iQstitutedand incorporated in 1 T9^ 
Members pay ten dollars admission fee, and thirty 
seven and a half cents, mcmthly, into the common 
stock, and twelve and a half cents towards defraying 
expenses of the regul^ meeting*, which are monthlj^ 
M<e;mbers must be twenty-one years old, and not 
above forty rone years. Weekly allowance to members^ 
four dollars ; his customers are also to be attended. 
The stewards appoint the member to attend thecus^ 
tomers of the sick. At the death of a member, wi- 
dows or friends receive forty dollars, witJiin one 
week after his decease. 

Presidents— John Murdock. 

8. Typographical Society:*, 

One of the last acts of ^he life of tiie venei^c&le 
Franklin, was to assist in the organization of a be- 
nefit society of Journeymen Printers, who held theia* 
meetings during his life time at his house. Th» 
society, was dissolved in the year 1795. In the year 
1802, another was instituted, and incorporated in 
1810, under the name of the " Philadelphia Typo* 
graphical Society.'' It was formed not only upon.tbe 
principle of mutual benefit, but also to equalise the 
price of labour, and thus to prevent imposition tak- 
mg place upcm the journeyman and employer. It 
meetjs monthly, and is managed by the usual officers, 
chosen annually ; and twelve directors,. wh« divide 
themselves into four classes, the members of which 
hold their offices during the term of one, two, three,, 
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pXkd four months; so that at every monthly meeting 
there may be sm election of three directors. The 
secretary is appointed by the president and the di.- 
rectors. No persons are eligible as members, who 
are not citizens of Pennsylvania, and who shall not 
have served an apprenticeship satisfactory to the 
board of directors, to whom he may make application 
in person. Besides entrance money, the amount of 
which is discretionary with the board of directors^ 
twenty five cents are paid monthly, utttil he has been 
ten years a member, or be rendered incapable, by 
tfickness or otherwise, to pay. Neglecting to pay for 
Aree months deprives a member 6f a vote, and of 
Miy bemefit from the society. After one year's defe- 
cation, he ceases to be a nlember. Neglect to pay 
fines or' forfeittfres for three months, deprives a 
member of a vote. Pei^sons actually sick, or absent, 
are excused. Thirty dollars being paid on admis-* 
sion, is considered equal to ten years monthly sub- 
scription. Three dollars, but no more, per week are 
allowed to any sick member. If absent and sick, the 
money is remitted to him, upon proper certificates 
being forwarded to the president ; but he must have 
belonged six months to the' society, or be a stranger 
smd in afosblute distress^ to entitle him to Aat relief. 
Twenty-five dollars are allowed in case of the deat|ji 
«f a member. 

The members deem themselves bound to procure 
employment for one another in preference to those 
not belonging to the society ; hence there is no enr 
cuse for a single member to be idle, and so much 
celebrity has this society obtained, that employers, 
not only in the city, but in all parts of the United 
States, when in want of good workmen, apply to the 
president to recommend them. The annu^ income 
of the real estate of the society is not to exceed five 
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hundred pounds. Their personal estate, at present, 
amounts to about sixteen hundred dollars. Members 
are dispersed through every part of the union. 
President— HcNratio Boate. 

9. Master Tayhrs. 

Incorporated, 1805. Admission money, seven dal« 
lars. Stated meetings, second Monday in January^ 
April, July, and October; at each meeting every 
member is to pay twenty-five cents. , Funeral ex* 
penses of poor members are defrayed by the society* 
None but those whahave be^ members two years, 
are entitled to pecuniary aid from the society, except 
in the case of funeral expenses. Members neglecting 
to pay fines or contributions, for one year, after due 
notice, forfeit their right to the benefits of tte 
society. 

President— 'Benjamin Thaw* 

10. Provident Society of Souse Carpenters* 

IncorpcMrated 1809. The members must be betwcef^ 
twenty^one and forty-one years, healthy, and of good 
morals. Admission fee, two dollars. The stated meet- 
ings are on the third Tuesday of every month. 
Monthly payments, thim'-one and a quarter cents* 
The secretary must notify members of their fines, or 
pay the amount himself. A visiting committee, 
transact the business relative to the sick ; visit wi- 
dows and orphans of deceased members, and report 
their wants to the society. Sick members must be 
visited in twenty-four hours after receivi^, a notice 
of their illness ; if entitled to relief they ^a^t inform 
the president, after one week, who orders payment 
of the stipulated sum. The visiting committee are 
required to visit the, widows of members, in cpm- 
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Ipany with the president^ at least once in tiiree 
months. Thirty dollars are allowed upon ^e death 
of a member^ and fifteen dollars in case of that of 
his wife ; and at the next meeting ensuing, each 
member contributes twenty-five cents, or twelve and 
ft half cents, either as a member or his wife may 
have died.^ Weekly allowance to sick, three dollars. 
President— -Thomas Wood. 

11. Master Mechanic* s Benevolent Society ^ 

Was instituted in the year 1810. Candidates for 
membership must have been master mechanics, at 
l^ast two years previously to their application for 
admission ; be twenty-thre^ years old, and recom- 
mended by two members. Members pay ten dollars 
on admission. The society meets five times yearly ; 
and pay four dollars annually, by installments of one 
dollar. No person may b^ eligible to any office, until 
he has been twelve months a member. The visiting 
committee, consisting of five, transact all business 
•relative to sick members, report their situation to 
the president, and carry the money he orders, ta 
them. Two of the committee visit him once during 
his sickness. In case of death, report is made to the 
Society of the situation of the widow and children, 
their name^ and ages. Children educated by the 
society are under me care of the committee, who 
provide schools and visit them once in three months ; 
and at a proper age, with consent of their friends, 
provide suitable places for them. They also carry to 
the widow her quarterly allowsmce, and assist her 
by advice, if required. The fund conynittee receive 
ail monies of the society, and pay ^em to the trea- 
surer. The president and four of the committee 
must sign orders for money. Three hundred dollars 
must always be left in the treasurer's hands for in- 
'cidental expenses* Thirty dollars are allowed for 
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funeral expenses of a member, if the eituatkm of 
his widow or children require help: not more than 
one hundred dollars are to be paid to any widow, 
annually. 

~ Similar societies are instituted by the Cordwainers, 
whose capital is fifteen himdred dollars. By the 
Journeymen Blacksmiths ; Journeymen Taylors have 
two, VIZ. the Union and Philadelphia Benevolent; 
Hatters ; Journeymen Bricklayers ; for aged and 
infirm Master Coopers, their widows and children ; 
and by the Journeymen Coopers. In all, seventeen. 

Other Mutual Benefit Societies. 
These are numerous and annually increasing. 

1. Provident Society^ 

Was instituted in 1^93, and incorporated in 1796* 
Candidates must be 21 years of age, healthy and of 
good morals, and on admission, pay a sum agreeably 
to their ages, as follows : If between twenty-one and 
thirty years, Sl5 ; between thirty and thirty-five, 
$17 ; between thirty-five and forty, Sl9; if above 
fort}'^ years, 5520. The society meet five times a jrear, 
and pay four dolUu-s* annuallv in installments of one 
dollar. Three dollars are allowed, weekly, to sick 
members, after they have belonged to the society foi* 
twelve months. Distant sick members-may receive the 
allowance upon sending forward a certificate of their 
situation. A fund committee, collect all monies due 
to the society, and pay them to the treasurer; and 
draw upon him for such sums as they may agree to 
invest, or dispose of as may be most conducive to the 
interest of the society. Oiie hundred dollars are al- 
ll^ays to be left in the hands of the treasurer. Incase 
erf the death of a m^nber, twenty dollars are ad«> 
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vanced to defray expenses of funeral, and the same 
sum is to be paid to his widow, annually, while sin- 
gle. When the society V funds are more than three 
hundred dollars, orphans are clothed and educated, 
under the direction of the visiting committee, who 
with the president, are to visit the schools once irt 
every three months. By a report, lately published, of 
the state of this society, it appears that the funds 
amount to nearly SS2,5CX). The number of members 
is 103. From the 3d of April, 1795, to April, 1811, 
8992 have been disbursed among fitty-two sick meip- 
bers; and g2,251 among thirty -two widows ; of this 
number, twelve are at present entitled to the benefit 
of the society ; and several of their children are aid- 
ed in their clothing and schooling. 
President— Liberty Browne. 

2. The Philanthropic Society^ 

Was also instituted in 1793, and incorporated in 
1799. Entrance money S5; quarterly dues^ one dollar; 
allowance to sick, three dollars ; in case of the death 
of a member, twenty dollars are paid to defray the 
expenses of his funeral. If a member^s wife die, he 
receives gl4. On the death of a member, the survi- 
ving members contribute one quarter of a dollar each, 
to be paid to the widow, children or parents, if 
there be any. 

President^ — John Dennis. 

.3. Columbian Benevolent Society. 

Instituted 1804* AH well known, healthy citizens 
of Pennsylvania, are eligible ; but they must not be 
older than forty years, and not younger than twenty- 
three. Five stewards attend to the ^plications of the 

A a 



d by Google 



2/8 VARIOUS BENEFIT SOCIETIES. 

sick. Monies are p^d by the treasurer, upo« ^ 
order £h>m the stewards, to be approved of by the 
president, vice president, and signed by thct secretary* 
Allowance to sick members, two dollars weekly ; 
twenty dollars in case of death of a member, and 
25 cents from each member to his widow. If ih» 
wife of a member die, he receives fifteen dollia*s. 

The following Benefit Societies also exist in Phi« 
ladelphia. 

4. American Beneficial Society. 105 members. 

^. St. Tammany Benevolent Society. 

6. Northern Liberty Benevolent Society. 

7. Union Beneficial Society. 

8. Philanthropic Society. 

9. Philadelphia Benevolent Society. 94 members. 

10. American Friendly Institution. 100 members^ 

11. Friendly Society of Philadelphia. 

12. Union Society of Philadelphia. 

1 3. Independent Benevolent Society* 

14. Pennsylvania Benefit Societ}\ 

15. Friendly Society. 

The objects, principles, and in general, the rules of 
these societies are the same. They were originally esta^ 
blished to prevent the degrading reflection arising 
from the circumstance of being relieved, while sick, 
by private or public charity : the members may de- 
mand their relief as a rig'ht. Fines are generally 
inflicted upon members absent at stated meetings, 
and greater fines if absent at the annual meetings: also 
for divulging any reflections made upon a member's 
character in the society ; for slandering members, 
unless the facts can be proved ; and for irregular be- 
haviour during the meetings of the society. Fines, 
from two to eight dollars, are also inflicted upon 
those who decline serving in the oflSices to which Uic^ 



d by Google 



SUMMARY OF THEIR RULES^ 279 

hate been elected. Distant sick members iJnust have 
their illness certified by a magistrate, minister, or 
overseer of the poor, to entirie them to relief. 

No member receives the benefit of the association 
unless his quarterly subscriptions, and his fines are 
paid up ; nor until after he has been a certain time a 
member; from one to two years is the usual time 
stipulated. Diseases, the consequence of quarrels, 
drunkenness or. vices, are not relieved. Provision is 
also made for orphans, for impositions on the so- 
citty ; for expulsion for immoralities or crimes, pe- 
culation, or omission to pay subscriptions ; want of 
punctuality in this last respect, after two or three 
meeting^, excludes a member from the benefit of the 
association. 

The treasurer commonly ^ves a bond, who, with 
the secretary, is allowed a small gratuity for extra 
trouble. The members commonly are required to 
attend the funeral of deceased members, and to wear 
ft^lack scarf round their hats or arm. 

Such societies cannot be too strpngly recommend- 
ed. All classes of workmen, and others who depend 
upon their daily labour for their support ; and who 
in case of their death would leave their families in 
distress, should be persuaded to form or join bene- 
volent societies. In Europe political economists are 
so well convinced of the importance of such asso- 
ciations, that they recommend them, although from 
the numerous taxes, the difficulty of procuring a liv- 
ing, by a labourer or artist, is so great, that they 
must retrench their comforts to enable them to pay 
their subscriptions. In this country it is well known 
that every man, who chooses to work, even as a day 
labourer, can earn much more than he requires for 
his support ; and from not being a member of such 
an association, the extra sum is squandered in va- 
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rious ways^ according to the habits of the man; hp 
that when overtaken by sickness, he is unable to 
support himself, and either suffers, or is obliged to 
apply to the guardians of the poor, or be assisted by 
his friends ; even in the case of tradesmen, in a 
good way of business, such societies may prove 
highly beneficial, by preventing distress in case of 
Unforeseen calamity, or Ungering indisposition. 

Assjoci^ations for Relief of Foreign £migr<mtS**^ 
l.St. Andrews. 

The oldest association for the relief of distressed 
Emigrants, is the society of St. Andrew ; the date of 
its formation cannot now be precisely ascertained^ 
but it is known to have existed for many years be- 
Jore the American revolution. It was incorporated 
^n 1808 ; the clear value or income of real estate, and 
the interest of the money lent by them shall not ex- 
ceed five hundred pounds. 

The active duties of the society devolve upon six 
assistants ; they are to pay attention to emigrants 
i'roffl Scotland, inquire into their treatment during 
the passage, and into their circumstances and views ; 
to assist them by their advice, and to recommend 
such of them as they may think proper to the society 
for pecuniary relief. They may also relieve natives 
of Scotland, their widows and children, or being the 
widows, children, or grand children of members of 
the society : but must not exceed the sum of twenty 
dollars, in a donation to any one person, nor the 
sum of one hundred dollars in the whole, in the ad- 
vancements by them, between any two stated meet- 
ings. Members pay five dollars upon admission, and 
three annually. The society meet four thnes an- 
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nually 5 an St. Andrew's day, and on the last days of 
February, May, and August. 

President — Wm. M*Pherson. 

Treasiirer--William Stothart. 

Seeretary-^Quintin Campbell. 

2. St. George^s Society^ 

W^as instituted in the year 1/72, for purposes si- 
milar to those of the fwrner two ; but has not yet 
been incoiiiorated. The active duties feU upon the 
stewards, of whom there are twelve. 

President — Robert E. Griffith. 

Vice President — ^Thomas Ketland* 

Treasurer— John Waddington. 

Secretary— George Davis. 

3. Welsh Society. 

The Society of St. David, was also formed before' 
the American revolution^ but the early records hav- 
ing been lost, the precise year of its origin cannot 
now be known. 

In the year 4l79d, a number of the descendents of 
Welshmen, associated for the purpose of relieving 
Webh emigrants in distress, and were incorporated 
in 1802. This society has rendered very essential 
services, upon several occasions, to the objects for 
whose benefit it was instituted. 

President — Samuel Meredith. 

Vice President — Robert Wharton* 

Treasurer— Thos. Cumpston. 

Secretaiy — J. S. Lewis. 

4. Hibernian Society.^ 

Was instituted about the year 1792, for the pur- 
pose of protecting Irish en^igrsgits from the crueltjr- 
Aa 2 
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and tyrannical conduct of mast^r^'and oiracrsof V4B»* 
sels employed in the passenger trade. 

Previously to the revolutionary war, and for some 
years iihmediately succeeding peace, the imports 
tion of Irish and Germans was a profitable business, 
and was steadily followed by many persons. Those 
foreigners who could not p^y for their passages, 
indented themselves, for two or three years as ser- 
vants; and profit being the only object of those 
concerned in the trade, they often crowded their 
vessels to such a degree, that pestilential diseases 
originated on board, and great mortality ensueS. 
The provisions too were often bad in quality, or 
deficient in quantity, and famine sometimes took off 
those whom disease did not reach. \ 

Scenes like these were so often repeated, that they 
roused the humanity of several Irish gentlemen, 
some of whom had suffered by, and many of whom 
had witnessed the conduct of those concerned in the 
trade ; and associated for the purpose of checking 
<he enormity. Several citizens, more particularly tiie 
natives of Germany and Scotland, seeing the great 
useft^ess of the society, became members, and disre- 
garding national names, contributed to the funds and 
to the general usefulness of the society. 

The officers of the society, consist of a president, 
vice president, secretary and treasurer; but the 
chief duty is imposed upon the acting committee of 
twelve, which is divided into four classes, each class 
taking a tour of duty for three months. This duty 
consists in visiting all vessels arriving in the port, 
irom Ireland, with passengers, making strict inquiry 
into the character and circumstances of those passen- 
gers who may be in any necessity, and to afford them 
' assistance. To inquire about the number of passen- 
gers on board, and if they have been in every re- 
spect wcH treated ^ and whether the masters dr 
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freighters have conducted themselves agreeably to 
the laws for the regulation of the passenger trade,* 
which, for want of attention, had been often shame- 
fully contravened : in case they find that these have 
been violated, or that the passengers have been in 
any way wronged, they are required to employ 
counsel to prosecute the offender*. 

5. German Incorporated Society y 

Was formed at a very early date, and incor.- 
f>orated September 20, 1781. Their objects are to 
attend to the wants of Germans arriving in the state; 
to teach and improve poor children in the English . 
and German languages, and to erect a library. The 
income of their real estate must not exceed twenty- 
five hundred pounds. 

This society has a neat hall in Seventh street, one 
rooiji of which, handsomely furnished, is exclusively 
appropriated to accommodate the society at their 
quarterly meetings. 

President — George A. Baker. 

Mutual Benefit Societies of Foreigners and their 
Descendents. — 1. United German Benefit Society j 

Was instituted in 1785; incorporated 1798, and 
consists of one hundred and fifteen native Germans, 
or descendents of Germans, between the ages oi 
twenty-one and thirty-six, who pay three dollars 
entrance money. The society meets eight times a 



• So early*as the year 1749, a law was passed by the colonial 
legislature for the regulation of the passenger trade ; in 1765, 
further provision was made j and in 1794, an act was passed 
containing the most ample rules for the prevention of the evils 
arising from the avarice, or inhumanityy of those concerned in 
the trade. 
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jrear* Sick members, if confified to bed, receive four 
doltaiB per week ; if not coo&ied, two debars six^- 
seven cents weekly. Widows, or lawfol children, a£- 
ter the death of a mend>er, receivetwenty dollars to 
assist in defraying imeral expenses. Limatic, or in- 
firm members, who have been orderly, receive sub- 
scriptions, weekly, as a majority shidl agree iqxm. 
President— William Binder. 

2. German American Mutual Assistance Society^ 

Was incorporated 1801. Tlie fimds amount to 
fourteen hundred dollars. Entrance money, eight 
dollars. Monthly contribution, thirty-seven and a half 
cents. Allowance to sick members, from three to 
four dollars per week ; to members on decease of 
their wives, twenty-five dollars; and to members 
wives, on decease of their husbahds, fifty dollars.^ 
Number of members one himdred md ten* 

President — ^John Bierebaum. 

3. Caledonian Society. . 

Instituted 1790. AH the members must be Scotch- 
men, or their offspring; at least thirty years of age,, 
and not above forty years. Original subscription,^ 
two dollars ; those that entered after January 1791,^ 
paid half a dollar additional for every year above 
thirty. Quarterly subscription, half a doHar ; six 
months arrearages exclude a member from tide so- 
ciety. Stated meetings are in January, April, July 
and October. Three visitors attend to the sick, who 
are allowed two dollars and a half, weekly, during 
an illness. After an illness of twenty-six weeks, the 
allowance is reduced to one dollar per week. Dis- 
tant members are also relieved. 

President — ^I'homas Dobson. 

Treasurer — A. Campbell. 
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4. Scofs Thistle Society. 

TKis institution combines in its operations all the 
advantages of a mutual benefit, and of a charitable 
society. 

It was instituted in November 1/96, andincorpo- 
yated in March 1799. It is composed of natives of 
Scotland, their sons, and the sons of members. The 
management of its affairs is vested in a president, 
vice president, treasurer, six counsellors and a se- 
cretary, who are elected annually on the 30th of 
November, ot. Andrew's day. The original fund of 
the society was created, and is supported, by the en- 
trance money paid by new members, the quarterly 
contributions of the members, and by donatipns. 
Entrance money of the members, if under forty 
years of age, two dollars ; and one dollar for every 
year older till 45; one dollar is paid at each quarterly 
meeting. If a member is sick^ or otherwise disabled 
froni following his usual employment, he is visited 
by two members of the a)uncil, who carry to him 
three dollars weekly, durmg the continuance of his 
indisposition. He is furnished with medicines and 
medical advice, provided he is not in circumstances 
to pay for them. The benefit of medical assistance 
is likewise extended to all sickness which may occur 
in a member's family, and under particular circum- 
stances, to any indigent sick person who may be re- 
commended to the society as deserving of charity. 

When a member dies, twenty dollars are allowed to 
defray his funeral expeivses, and all the members 
attend the funeral, with black crape round the left 
arm. If a member's wife die, twelve dollars are al- 
lowed ; on the death of a member's widow, ten dofc 
Jars are paid for funeral expensejSv 
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Besides the above, the society have lately set on 
foot a separate fund for the benefit T>f the widows of 
members during their widowhood. This was begun 
in 1808, and only went partially into operation about 
six months ago-; but as the capital accumulates, the 
benefit to widows will be augmented in proportion. 
These benefits are confirmed to every member and 
their widows, " not as a charity, but a just right.*' 

In addition to the preceding benefits, this society 
applies, in charitable contributions, the proceeds of a 
principal stock, which is solely appropriated for the 
relief smd assistance of emigrants from Scotland, ^rho 
may be in indigent circumstances, their children, 
widows, &c. The views of the society in their dis- 
tribution of this charity are, to relieve the present 
aecesskies of the applicants, and if possible, by their 
«dvice and assistance^ to put them in a way to sup- 
port themselves. 

The various fittids of the «ocie^ are trt present in 
a very Nourishing condition, aiid the alfturs of the 
society are so conducted as to give general satisfac- 
tion. The present mimber of members exceeds 
•ighty. ^ 

llie iifcome for the last year, from November 30j 
1109, to November dOth, 1810, «irising out of en- 
trance money paid by n^w mtttibers ; quarterly dues, 
interest of ntmiey lent, &c. B5T0 37 1-2 

Ejqienditure ot last year, viz. weekly allowance 
to sick members, do. to widbws, charities, smd con- 
tingent expenses, &c. 55418 50 

Stated meetings of the society are held on the 
first Mondays of March, June, September and the 
^Oth November. 

President—James M'Alpin. 

Vice President — ^John Lang. 

Treasurer — William Wilson. . * 

Secretary — William Patton.. 
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dow 4* St. PatrkiU Benevolent Society. 

isixf 

inaji Incorporated t,804y Mci^bers are Irishmen, or 
tes,i their sona,an4 must t^e citizens, and between tw^ty- 
,ortii one and forty y€{ar3 of age. Initiation fee, five dollars. 
^rj Monthly payments, twenty-five cents.' Three dollars, 
weekly allowance to sick members. Twenty dollars 
are allowed to defray the funeral of a deceased mem- 
ber» Meiet on the irth of each month, at D. M'Ka^ 
raher's. Second street bdow Lombard. 
President^^Wm. Duane. 

• 6. Societe de Bienfaismice. 

Instituted 1804, Incorporated 1805, for the relief 
of Frenchmen in distress. The calamities of war 
have given very frequent opportunities to the mem- 
bers of this most excellent institution, to exercise 
their humanity. 

President-— Mr. Laval. 

BMe Society. 

In December, 1808, a society was formed for the 
distribution of the Bible among the poor, and a ge- 
neral subscription made to eifect the design. Dona- 
tions have also been received from the Bible Society, 
in London, and from pious individuals and religious 
societies in the United States. Three reports have 
been published of the proceedings of the society, by 
which it appears that, since it was organized, five 
thousand tour hundred and twenty-two Bibles and 
New Testaments have been distributed by this so- 
ciety. Every part of the United States has received 
copies. Even Bibles in the German, Welsh and 
G^lic languages have been distributed, to set*- 
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dements ivhere those languages solely are spoken. 
In this glorious zeal, Philadelphia, as usual, knows no 
distinction of sect : all denominations of christians 
have aided the design by their subscriptions, and by 
dividing die labour of the society among them. 
Rt. Rev. William White, D. D. President. 

Society of Masons. 

The early records of masonry in Philadelphia 
have been lost ; but it is known that a society ot the 
** Modems,'' was formed at an early date, and that 
it was composed of several of the most respectable 
and prominent characters of the day. The gazettes, 
the only authority existing on the subject, infonn 
us of a Grand Lodge having been held so early a^ 
the year 1 732, at the ^' Tun tavern,"* the fashion- 
able hotel of the time, when William Allen, the 
recorder of the city, (alterwards chief justice) was 
chosen Grand Master : it appears that regular meet-- 
ings were annually held for several years after- 
wards. 

In the year 1737, a melancholy event occurred, 
which gave the brethren much uneasiness. A party 
of idle men, not belonging to the craft, with a view > 
of enjoying the fright which they supposed, they 
would excite, either volunteered their services, or 
acceded to the wishes of a young man, to initiate 
him into the mysteries of masonry, and accordingly 
instituted a variety of ridiculous operations, at night, 
in a cellar, to all which he submitted with fortitude, 
although they were painful and extremely trying to 
a young mind. Finding that their object was likely 
to be defeated, a bowl of burning spirit, into which 



* Water street, between Walnut and Ghesnut-streets. 
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ht had been directed to look for some time, was 
thrown over him, and his clothes taking fire, he was 
so much burnt, that he died in a few days afterwards. 
This melancholy event, justly excited the public 
indignation, and the chief promoter of the mischief^ 
after a legal investigation, was ignominiously pu- 
nished by being burnt in the hand: but unfortunately 
the scene having been conducted under the impres- 
sion of a connection with masonry, a Considerable 
prejudice, among those who were unacquainted with 
the principles of the craft, was excited, and to such 
a degree did it extend, that the brethren deemed it 
necessary to come forward, and after stating the 
occurrence, in the newspapers, to " declare the ab- 
horrence of all true brethren, to this horrid practice; 
and that the persons concerned were not of their socie- 
ty ,nor of any society of Free and Accepted Masons."* 

On the 23d September, 1743, the right honourable 
lord John Ward, grand master of England, nominated 
Thomas Oxnard, esq. provincial grand master of all 
North America. 

On the 10th July, 1749, Thomas Oxnard, esq. ap- 
pointed Benjamin Franklin, esq. provincial grand 
master of Pennsylvania, with authority to appoint 
the other grand officers, hold a grand lodge, issue 
' warrants, &c. 

On the 5th September, 1 749, the first grand lodge 
was held at " the Royal Standard," in Market 
street j under diis warrant: grand master Franklin 
having appointed. 

Dr. Thomas Bond, deputy grand master. 

Joseph Shippen, senior grand warden. 

Philip Syng, junior grand warden. 

Wm. Plumsted, grand treasurer. 

Daniel Byles, grand secretary. 

* Sig^ed^ Thomas Hopkinson, G. M. 

Wm, Plimisted, D. G. M. ., 

Joseph Shippen and H. Fratt, G.\V. 
Bb 
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At the same meeting a warrant was granted to 
James Pogreen* and omers, to hold a lodge in Phila- 
delphia. The meetings were regularly held until iSth 
March^ 1750, when William Allen, esquire, the re- 
corder of the city of Philadelphia, presented to the 
gr^ikd lodge a commission from the grand lodge of 
England, appointing him provincial grandmaster, 
which was recognized, and he appointed Benjamin 
Franklin, deputy grand master; and the other offi- 
cers above mentioned, according to rank. 

From this time they proceeded in their business, 
granting new warrants in the city, in various parts of 
the state and otfier places, imtil superceded by the 
introduction of various lodges of "ancient York ma- 
sons,'' and the ultimate establishment of a grand lodge 
of that order. 

As far as the minutes of the modem grand lodge 
go^ Dr. Franklin was never absent from a meering. 

A grand lodge was erected some years afterwards, 
in the alley leading from Second street to Dock 
street, by the bank of Pennsylvania, which remained 
imtil the year 17g5; when die " Modems," having 
greatly diminished, the two surviving trustees of the 
building, were authorised, by an^act of the legislature, 
to sell it, and to apply part of the proceeds tfi^reof to 
a charitable purpose. They were given to the city^ 
for the use of the poor. 

At what time the members of " Ancient York 
Masons," first held subordinate lodges, does not 
now appear;! but in the ye^ 1761, the late William 
Ball, of Philadelphia, obtained from the grand lodge 
of that society in London, the charter or warrant 
for the grand lodge in Petmsylvania. It is No^i 1, 



* signed William, lord Byron, baron of Rochdale, in the 
county of Lancaster, G. M. 

f Owing to the loss of the archives^ during the revplutionary 
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in Pennsylvania, and No* 89, in England,* and re- 
gistered in the grand lodge, London, vol. 3d, letter 
C. and bears date July 14, 1761. 

The fraternity of the ancients, have since regu- 
larly held their grand communications, except while 
the British were in possession of Philadelphia, and 
to the end of last year, have constituted one hun- 
dred and thirty-one subordinate lodges, in several of 
the states, in the West Indies, in Florida, and" 
twenty*one in Philadelphia. 

For several years past they have been anxious to 
erect a building suitable to the dignity of the craft, 
and to their tiiriving situation, but were not able 
until the year 1809 to accomplish their wishes. 
With the funds then in hand, and the help of addi- 
tional subscriptions, they commenced the undertake 
ing; but their views enlarging as the work pro- 
ceeded, it became necessary to increase their funds ; 
they thereibre proposed a loan of forty thousand 
dollars, at six per .cent, redeemable on the first day 
of January 1825, on the security of the house and 
lot. This loan was filled in less than two hours, by 
eighty jsubscribers* A second loan for twenty thou- 
sand dollars, has also been filled. 

The Masonic Hall is in Chesnut, between Seventh 
and Eighth streets from Delaware, and was conse- 
crated in due form, and with all possible splendor 
and solemnity on last St. John's day. Upwards of 
eight hundred brethren, many of them fi'om other 



* It is si^ed by Kellyt (Thomas Erskine, earl Kelly, vis- 
count Fenton, &c.) G. Master. 
Wm.Osbom, D. G. Master. 
Wm. Dickey, S. G, Wai-den. 
J. Gibson, J. G. Warden. 
Law. Detmott, G. Secretary. 
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States, attended the jat)cession on the occasion. 
An impressive and eloquent oration, was delivered 
on the same day, before the society, by the grand 
master, James Milnor, esq.* in St. John's Church, 
Sassafras street. 

Officers. — ^James Milnor, R. W. Grand Master. 

P. L. B. Du Plessis, R. W. D. G. Master. 

Richard Tybout, R. W. Senior G. Warden. 

Joseph Burden, R. W. Junior G. Warden. 

Ge<5rge A. Baker, R. W. Grand Secretary. 

Samuel T, Bra.dford, R. W. Grand Treasurer. 

Provision for the Poor. 

The present sj'stem for th« management of the 
poor of the city and county of Philadelphia, was es- 
tablished by aliw passed the 29th March, 1803. By 
this law, sixteen citizens are to be chosen on the third 
Monday in May, by the corporation of Philadelphia, 
six by Ae corporation of Southwark, and eight by 
the justices of the peace of the township of Northen> 
Liberties, who are to be guardians of the poor of the 
city and districts. They must be " substantial 
house keepers," and the elections are to be viva 
voce: after the appointment of managers of the alms 
house from among them, the whole number of 
guardians remaining are to be divided equally by 
lot, so that one half of those for the city, district and 
township, shall be included in the said equal divi- 
sion, which one half continue in ojfice for six monthsj 
and on the third Monday of November, six others 
are chosen in the same way to supply the places of 
those who have gone out. Guardians must take an 



* For sale by Bradford ati4 Inskeep : a full account of the 
proce^si^n is annexed. 
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oathi>f office, under a penalty of sixt3r dollars. They 
are declared to be a body politic and, corporate in 
law, by the name of the " Guardians of the Poor of 
the city of Philadelphia, the district of Sov^wark, 
and township of the Northern Liberties." The' 
guardians appoint eight of their, number to superin«*> 
tend the ?dms house and house of employment ; four 
from the city, and two from each district, who divide 
themselves by lot into two classes, one of which go 
out every six months ; their places are supplied by a 
new election from the body of the guardians, so that 
four shall be appointed every six months. Vacancies 
are supplied by a new election by the guardians and 
managers* Besides the superintendence of the alms 
house, and house of employment, the managers are 
empowered, with the approbation of four aldermen,, 
and two justices of the county, to lay an assessment,, 
not exceeding one hundred cents in the. hundred 
dollars at any one tiiue, nor more than three dollars, 
per head on every freeman, not otherwise rated> The 
guardians may appoint a clerk ; and any two of thent 
B^ay furnish relief in cases of persons being taken so. 
ill as to require immediate assistance, and cannot be 
removed to the alms house : but they must report 
their proceedings attfie next meeting of the general 
board. The managers may put out poor children as. 
apprentices, and also bind out by indentureydisorder- 
ly persons, who by the^r vices have fallen sick, and 
becoi[ne chargeable to the city or districts. 

The managers have formed a set of rules for their 
own government, and that of the house, of which 
the following is an abstract. 

The board of managers meet at the alms hous^: 
every Monday afternoon.. They divide themselves, 
into various committees, viz* 

1. The visiting conunittee of two, who inspect thc> 
wards twice a week, and render such advic^e and asr 
fib a 
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sistance in supporting die order of the house as votf 
appear usefid. 

2. A manufacturing committee of four, who meet 
once a week; they order the purchase of raw mate-- 
rials, fix the prices. c^ aU goods manufactured in the 
house, and inspect the accounts. 

d« A clothing committee of two, who serve in 
rotation one month; meet once a week, distribute 
i:lothes to the poor, and order or recoinunend new 
purchases, when necessary, to the board. 

4* A provision committee of three ; they purchase 
{»t)visions for the paupers. - 

. 5.. A fuel committee of three, who purchase fuel 
for the house, and report to the board all such< pur- 
chases. 

, A steward and matrcm are chosen by the mana- 
gers.. The former has Uie general superintendence ctf" 
the house, and the nurses, &c. except diat part for 
the women and children; and is particularly re- 
quired to attend' at meal- times to preserve order : 
he reports the ingress and regress of the paupers, or 
deaths and dopements, with all bills, &e. keeps an^ 
acccHint of all- the goods manufactured in the house. 
The matron has the entire superintendence and care 
of that part of the house appropriated to females and 
children; and eveiy Monday is to Bpply to the 
3);eward for as much raw materials as may be re- 
jqu&site for the employment o£xhose under her care,, 
in ending, spinning, knitting, and sewing. Every 
Saturday afternoon, she is required to deliver all^the 
yam ^md threadspun during the week, te the steward; 
AU persons admitted, who arecapable of worKing,- 
are to be employed. 

Children are taught to read. Smoking and beg^ 
ging are prohibited : no spirituous liquors are dis- 
tributed to any pauper, unless ordered by the physi- 
fians, or the managerst The punishment for mis-^ 
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cxmduct of any kind, is the solitary cells. Various 
other rules and regulations are in force, but itis not 
Conceived necessary to state them. They refer 
merely to the well oltlering of the house. 
' Three citizens are annually appointed by the 
mayor's court, and by the court of quarter sessions, 
of the county atvtheir first session, ii) every year, to 
audit and setde the accounts of the treasurer, the 
board of guardians, and managers respectively; and 
to publish a true statement of all their receipts,, 
whether in taxes, donations, legacies or otherwise, 
including a statement of the amount of the taxes le- 
vied in each and every year, together with the ex- 
penditures of the corporation, in two newspapers, 
tor three days. 

The alms house is on the east side of the square^, 
bounded east by Tenth street ; southward, by Pine 
street ; westward, by Eleventh street ; northward, by 
Spruce street. It is built in the form of an L, one hun- 
dred and eighty feet by forty. It consists of two sto- 
ries, joined by a turret, thirty feet square, of four sto- 
ries. The house of employment is on the west side of 
Eleventh street, of the same figure and dimensions. 
' In 1810, the average number of paupers supported 
and employed in the alms house, was five hundred and 
twenty-six men, and three hundred and eighty-five^ 
women, and three hundred and eighty-three children:, 
but two hundred and twelve of the children were at 
nurse out of the house. Total supported, twelve hun- 
dred and ninety-four paupers. The sum expended for 
their support was g50,761, 87 being about 5539, for 
each pauper for one year. The tax levied for the 
support of the poor in the city and county, and also 
in the alms house, in the year 1811 was £83,000. 
The whole number of poor pensioned in the city, or 
supported- in the alms house is estimated at SS^506w 
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A varie^ of goods are made t^r the poor ; but m 
order to finish every article of clothing used in the 
house, some hands are hilled ; about thirty looiU3 for 
weaving cloth are in operation^ 9nd goods to the 
apiount of from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars 
are annually made in the house* 

. Literary Institutions. 

As early as the year 16fi9, a school was establish-, 
ed by the Society of Friends in Philadelphia, for 
teaching the English and learned languages,* and 
George Keith, of polemic memory, a man of ta- 
lents, was invited from New Jersey. to take charge 
of it ; but having given dissatisfaction to his em- 
ployers, after one year he was succeeded by the 
learned Thomas Makin, Whose Latin description of 
the country will amuse the reader.f 

The society, as has been already mentioned, was 
incorporated by Wm. Penn. Its concerns are ma- 
naged by fifteen " overseers," who have now under 
their care, thirteen schools. The Greek and Latin 
languages, and other liberal branches of learning 
may be acquired in some departments of the insti- 
tution, whilst in others, the pupils can receive a 
plain education. 

University of Pennsylvania. 

In the year 1749, a subscription was set on foot, 
among a number of gentlemen of Philadelphia, for 
the purpose of establishing an academy and charita- 



• See p. 261. 

1 3ee Fraud's lustoiy of Peonsylfania. 
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Me school,* and was so liberally encouraged, that in 
the year 1750, it was opened under twenty-four 
trustees, for instruction in the Latin and English 
languages, and in mathematics. The institution was 
incorporated in 1753, by the proprietaries, and a 
donation in money and lands made to it, by them, 
to the amount of three thousand pounds. The Rev. 
Wm. Smith, was appointed principal, and the Rev* 
Francis Allison, master of the Latin school; with 
Mr. Beveridge, and Mr. Grew as teachers. In the 
year 1755, upon the petition of the trustees, an addi* 
tionat charter was obtained, to authorise the con- 
ferring degrees by the institution, under, the title of 
•* the College, Academy and Charitable School of_ 
Philadelphia:'* and in the same year, the first literary 
honours were conferred upon six pupils.f 
. In the year 1764, the foundation of the first me- 
dical school in America was laid, by a course of 
lectures upon anatomy, which was delivered by the 
late Dr. Wm. Shippen. His pupils amounted only 
to ten.:^ He was appointed professor of that branch, 
in the following year, by the trustees, and Dr. John 
Morgan,^ professor of the institutes of medicine* 



• The original and chief promoters of the pUn, were Thomas 
Hopkinson, Tench Francis, Richard Peters, and Benjamin 
Franklin. The last acted for some time as the Secretary of the 
Board. The charitable school contained thirty girls, to be 
taught reading, writing and sewing; and sixty boys, who were 
taught reading, writing and arithmetic. 

t These were the late Rev. Mr. Duche, Rev. Dr. Samuel 
M^aw, Rev. James Latta, Dr. Hugh Willianwon, Fraacis Hopr 
kinson, esq. late Admiralty Judge, ^nd Hall. 

^ Last wmter the anatomical class amounted to between three 
and four hundred pupils. 

§ Dr. Morgan delivered " a discourse upon the institution of 
medical schools in America," at a commencement in May 
1765, in which he pointed K>at the adfantages to be derived 
from their establishment. 
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Both those gentlemen had graduated at Edinburgh, 
and had previously agreed to attempt the establish- 
ment of a medical school on their return. In 1768, 
Dr. A. Kuhn, was appointed professor of botany; and 
in 1769, Dr. B. Rush, was appointed to the chemical 
chair ; Dr. T. Bond, at the same time, gave clinical 
lectures in the Pennsylvania hospital. 

The college continu,ed to diffuse the benefits of 
learning, and was conducted with ability and zeal, 
under mat name, until the year 1779, when the le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania gave it a new charter, 
erecting it into a University. It was placed under 
the direction of a new board of trustees ,- a few of 
whom had been members of the ,old board, and the 
executive council authorised to bestow on it,, so ma- 
ny of the confiscated estates as would produce ad 
additional income of -fifteen hundred pounds a year. 
The Rev. Dr. John Ewing was appointed provost. 

The removal of the former provost, was consi- 
dered an act of high injustice, not cwily by himself^ 
but by many of the best whigs of the day. They 
therefore frequently petitioned the legislature to re- 
store the, charter to the college, hut without success, 
owing to the supposed disaffection of the former 
provost to the independence of the United States. 
In the year 1789, however, when the passions of 
men had been somewhat cooled, another attempt 
was made and succeeded. By a law passed in that 
year, the .universitv was continued, and the col- 
lege revived. Distmct professors in the arts and 
in medicine w^re appointed ; and thus two semina- 
ries were established^ But it was not long before the 
two boards found that neither of them had funds 
adequate to the !e3q)enses of separate . institutions, 
and they became convinced of the necessity of an 
union. Conferences beitig held, it was agreed that 
)i>otb boards should present the same petition to the 
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legislation, praying that, on certain conditions, they 
might be united. Accordingly in 1791, this was 
done, and thus was finally erected the seminary, 
now called the University of Pennsylvania, still 
composed of the same schools of which the old col- 
lege consisted, with the addition of the professor- 
ships of Natural History, Law, and the German 
language. The new board was composed of twenty- 
four members, taken equally from the old boards: and 
the governor of the state was to be president. They 
made choice of Dr. E wing as provost, who continued 
In th^t station until his death in 1803. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Dr. M'Dowell, from Maryland, 
but who resigned in 1809. In 1811, the Rev. Dr. 
Andrews, was chosen provost, and Mr. Robert 
Patterson, vice provost. 

The present professors are. 

Rev. Dr. John Andrews, Provost, and Professor 
of Moral Philosophy and Logic. 

Robert Patterson, Vice Provost, and Professor of 
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 

Rev. Dr. Wm. Rogers, Professor of English and 
Belles Lettres. 

James Thomson, Professor of Languages. 
MEDICAL SCHQOU 

Caspar Wistar, jun. M. D. Professor of Anatomy. 

Benjamin Ru§h, M. D. Professor of the Institutes 
and Practice of Physic, and of Clinical Practice. 

Philip Syng Physick, M. D. Professor of Surgery. 

John Syng Dorsey, M. D. Adjunct Professor of 
Surgery. 

Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton, Professor of Materia 
Medica, Botany and Natural History. 

T. C. James, M. D. Professor of Midwifery. 
. John Redman Coxe, M« D* Professer c^ Chemis- 
try. 
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American Phihaophical Society^ 

Was iormtd in the year 1769, by the union of 
two other literary societies that had previously subr 
sisted in Philadelphia* One of these, stiled the 
•* American Philosophical Society,'* was instituted in 
1740; and at the time of the union, consisted of one 
hundred and twenty-seven members: the other 
stiled the ** American Society for promoting useful 
knowledge," was instituted in 1766, and at the union, 
consisted of seventy-eight fellows, and sixty-nme 
corresponding members. 

The society was incorporated by an act of the 
legislature of Pennsylvania, passed in 1780. 

In the year 1786, Mr. John Hyacinth de Magel- 
lan, of London, presented to the society, a donation 
of two hundred guineas, to the end that the interest 
thereof should be annually disposed of in premiums, 
to ht adjudged by the society, to the author of the 
best discovery, or most useful invention relating to 
navigation, astronomy, or natural philosophy, mere 
natural history only excepted: the premium to con- 
sist of an oval plate of solid standard gold, of the 
value of ten gumeas, with suitable devices engraved 
thereon. 

Persons of all nations, are admitted as candidates 
for this premium. 

llie Magellanic fund, having been so managed as 
to produce an annual surplus, the society, with a 
view to promote the liberal intentions of the donor, 
have determined that tiie above surplus fund shall 
be employed, in the first instance, according to the 
strict conditions of the donation, if a sufficient num* 
ber of deserving candidates shsdl have applied for 
the same; otherwise that such surplus, or so much 
thereof as cannot be applied as above, be awarded by 
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the society to the authors of useful mventions or 
improvemeats, on any subjects within the general 
view of the Magellanic donation, or to the authors 
of such communications as may lead to such inven- 
tions or improvements, and which communications 
may be deemed worthy of the premium. The pre- 
mium to consist of a gold medal of the value of not 
less than twenty, nor more than forty-five dollars, or 
the same sum in money, at the option of the candi- 
date ; accompanied with a suitable diploma. 

Several medals of the Magellanic fund, and pre- 
miums of the siirplus fund, hare been awarded by 
the society. 

Five volumes in 4to, of transactions, and the first 
part of a sixth vol., have been published by the so- 
ciety. Materials for another volume are preparing: 
the society having judiciously resolved to adopt the 
example oFthe Royal Society of London, to publish a 
volume, large or small, annually. 

Aided by the liberal donations of a number of 
friends of science, both in America and Europe, and 
by the legislature of Pennsylvania, the society were 
enabled to erect, about the year 1785, on the N. E. 
part of the state house square, a commodious build- 
ing, where they held their meetings. 

The society meet on the first and third Fridays of 
every month, from October to May, both inclusive, 
at six in the evening : and on the third Friday in 
each of the other four months, at 7 o'clock. 

On other Friday evenings, the members meet for 
the purpose of literary conversation, and ot perusing 
the new foreign journals which are imported in single 
numbers. On those evenings members may introduce 
any friend or stranger. 

The library of the society is extensive, and an- 
nually increasing. 

c c 
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The society have likewise an extensive coUection 
of minerals from all quarters of the world, scientific 
cally arranged. 

President— 'Thomas Jefferson. 

Medical Society. 

A society of students, who met for mutml im- 
provement, was formed in the year 1771. About the 
year 1790, another was formed, which after a short 
time was united with that previously existing ; the 
new association assumed the name of the ^^ Philap> 
delphia Medical Society." Members are either ho» 
norary, or junior. The latter are required to read a 
paper before the society, and to be examined on die 
same previously to being balloted for. The presi- 
dent and officers are generally changed every year. 
The society meets only during the winter seas<m. 

College of Physicians. 

This association was formed in the year 1787, and 
incorporated in the year 1789, by the legislature of 
Pennsylvania. 

The objects of the college, as stated in their con- 
stitution, are ^^ to advance the science of medicine, 
and thereby to lessen human misery, by investigating 
the diseases and remedies which are peculiar to ths 
country ; by observing the effects of different sear 
sons, climates and situations upon the human body ; 
by recording the changes which are produced in dis- 
eases, by the progress of agriculture, arts, populatioa 
and manners, by searching for medicmes in the 
American woods, waters, and in the bowels of tte 
earth; by enlarging the avenues to knowledge from 
the discoveries and publications of foreign countries, 
and by cultivating order and uniformity in the prac- 
tice of physic.'' 
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In the jrear 179S, the colkge published the first 
part of the first volume of transactions, in 8vo, and 
have also published a pamphlet in favour of the im-* 
portation from the West Indies, of the contagion of 
the fever, which prevailed in 1793, and since that 
year, in Philadelphia. 

Medical Lyceum^ 

"Was formed in the year 1804. It was originally- 
intended that the senior members in this society, 
should have the entire management of its affairs ; 
and that the junior members should merely attend 
die debates. But, after a year or two, the plan was 
so far altered that all the members have the right of 
suffrage in the concerns of the society. The society 
hold their session during the course of the medical 
lectures. At each meeting a paper is read, by the 
members, in rotation, which is submitted to discus- 
sion. 

The officers are annually elected. 

Linnean Society. 

A number of young gentlemen, desirous to pro- 
mote a knowledge of the vegetable kingdom ; and 
assured of the advantages to be derived from it, in a 
philosophical, medical and agricultural point of view, 
met together and established a society, on the 6th 
of June, 1806, under the title of the " American 
Botanical Society, held at Philadelphia." Membei-s 
were afterwards admitted from various parts of the 
union, from whom the society expected to receive 
specimens or drawings of plants, and communica- 
tions respecting their character, and real or reputed 
medical or other properties. Hitherto the attention 
X)f the society had been confined to a single object, 
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in natural history. On the 4th of March 1807, it was 
resolved that the views of the society be extended 
to natural history, generally, and that it be stiled 
in future, the Philadelphia Linnean Society. The 
constitution was altered, as circumstances rendered 
necessary, and Dr. Barton, elected president, who 
delivered the first anniversary oration on the 10th of 
June. The business of the society is conducted by a 
president, vice president, corresponding and record- 
ing secretaries, treasurer and two curators. A stand- 
ing committee, consisting of sixteen members, and 
termed the grand committee, is annually elected, 
which is subdivided into three committees, to one 
of which are submitted all questions, essays, speci- 
mens, &c. relating to mineralogy ; to the second, 
those relating to botany ; and to the third, those ap* 
pertaining to zoology. When any specimen is pre- 
sented, or information is requested upon any sub- 
ject in natural history, it is submitted by the 
chairman of the grand committee to the proper de- 
partment, who make the necessary examination, and 
report the result to the chairman. He presents it, at 
the next meeting, to the society, when the informa- 
tion is directed to be communicated to the perscm 
requesting it. The society has lately desired the ci- 
tizens of the United States to forward specimens of 
plants and minerals, with such information respect- 
ing their application to useful purposes as they may 
possess. They will be examined, gratis, by the proper 
department; and it is hoped that, by means of this 
central deposit, much useful knowledge will be ac- 
quired respecting the natural history of our country^ 
and many substances found, which from ignorance 
of their existence here, have hitherto lain dormant 
in the earth, biit which will now become extensive- 
ly valuable in the arts and manufactures. The fol- 
lowing extract from their address, will discover at 
once the laudable objects of the society. 
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'^ To as&ist in obtaining a full knowledge of the 
medicinal and dying drugs indigenous to our soil ; 
to expedite the discovery of useful metals; to aid 
tiie manuiactures of their country, as far as Aey arc 
connected therewith ; and to remove the inconve- 
niences and disadvantages of individuals, not pos- 
sessing an acquaintance with natural knowledge, the 
Linnean Society, of Philadelphia, has directed the 
undersigned committee to give this public notice, 
that any plants, ores or any mineral substance what- 
ever, which shall be forwarded to any member of 
the committee, shall be examined by the botanical 
and mineralogical departments of the society. The 
result of the examination shall be communicated, as 
soon as completed, to the person transmitting such 
specimens, together with such other information re- 
lative to its nature and uses which the society can 
impart. 

Samuel Jackson, M. IX James Cutbush, Samuel 
Benezet, M. D« Committee. 

Libraries* — 1. Philadelphia Library. 

" The foundation of the present library was laid 
in the year 1731, a period when Philadelphia af- 
forded litrie assistance to the inquiries of the studious. 
A number of gentlemen having raised the sum of 
one hundred pounds, by subscription, a small library 
was formed upon principles the best calculated to 
disseminate knowledge : the books were not, as in 
many oi the public libraries of Europe, confined to 
the apartments, but the subscribers were allowed to 
carry them home for a reasonable space of time. 

The plan soon became popular j accessions to the 
number of members took place, and the stock of 
books was annually increased by purchases at the 

c c 2 
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company's expense, and liberal donations from per« 
sons both at home and abroad. 

The instrument of association, signed by thirty- 
eight members, was dated July 1, 1731. The first 
importation of books from London, amounting to 
forty-five pounds, fifteen shillings, steriing, arrived in 
October 1 732. The library was first open^ in a room, 
in Jones's alley, now called Pewter-platter alley, lead- 
ing from Second street to Front street, above High 
street. In 1773, it was transferred to the carpenter's 
hall, and in October, 1790, it was placed in the pre- 
sent building. 

The proprietaries of Pennsylvania encouraged the 
plan, by making several valuable donations, Wd 
granting a charter of incorporation in the year 1742. 

A spirit of literary improvement made its wdy 
among all classes of people, and the philanthrophy of 
the great and amiable character* who suggested the 
plan, was gratified by tracing the books as well into 
the hands of the opulent, with whom literature is 
sometimes no more than one of the ornaments of 
civil life, as among those to whom it renders a more 
substantial benefit. Letters, while they employ the 
leisure of the artist, reconcile him to his labour ; by 
removing grosser relaxation^, they promote his 
health, while they enlarge his mind ; and prolong his 
life, while they teach him to enjoy it. 

The respectable and intelligent character 
of the latter glass of people in philadelphiilf, , 
and its environs, cannot be referred to a 
hore probable cause, than the habit of 
reading promoted by this institution. 

The great utility and success of this measure, 
occasioned the formation of other libraries upon si- 

♦ 0r. FrankliQ* . 
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i&ilar principles : but as it appeared more conducive 
to the interests ol literature, to be possessed of one 
larg^e, than of several smaller collections of books, 
coalitions gradually took place among them, till the 
Amicable, the Association, and the Union Compa* 
nies were blended with '' die Library Company of 
Philadelphia,'* the title conferred by the charter. 

Since this event, which took place in the year 
1769, the members and the property of the company 
have continued to increase ; the former being novT 
between five and six hundred in number. The num- 
ber of volumes, at present, amounts to twenty thou- 
sand and seventy-six; the selection of which, has in 
general been calculated to promote the more im- 
portant interests of society. The stock of books is 
cohtinually increased by occasional donations, an- 
nual importations, and purchases of every Ameri- 
can production of merit. 

The library received, a few years since, a consi- 
derable accession of very valuable and costly books, 
to the number of two thousand five hundred vo- 
lumes, by the bequest of the late Rev. Mr. Preston, 
rector of Chevening, in Kent, England. 

Some valuable machines, an apparatus for the 
purposes of natural philosophy, &c. and a few curi- 
ous artificial and natural productions, also belong to 
the company, and are deposited in their apartments: 
the librarian attends to show them on Saturday 
mornings, from ten to twelve oVlock : and the di- 
rectors, on proper occasions, permit the instruments 
to be made use of. 

The shares, since August, 1793, have been fixed at 
forty dollars: the annu^ payment from each mem- 
ber is two dollars. 

A house and lot of ground, which belonged to the 
Union Company ; two lots of ground (one the ge- 
nerous donation of the late Thomas Penn,) and se- 
veral ground rents, constitute the real estate* 
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The members hold the property as tenants in 
eommon, and dispose of their shares by will or deed : 
but the assent of the directors, as well in such cases 
as in case of an original purchase, is previously nc^ 
cessary; a restriction early adopted, in order^ as 
much as possible, to prevent improper persons fironi 
having access to a collection of a nature so liable to 
injury^ 

The directors and a treasurer are anniudly elected 
on the first of May, by the members ; the directors 
appoint a secretary and librarian :" the latter has a 
salary. The board meet monthly.* 

The library is opened only in the afternoon, from 
two o'clock till sunset; but it is hoped and expected 
that it will be shortly kept open all day. 

2. Loganian Library^ 

Was instituted by the late James Logan, a gen- 
tleman of considerable literature, who in the course 
of a long life had collected a number of the most rare 
and curious books in almost all the ancient languag>- 
es. He built a house for their reception, and by deed 
executed in his life time, vested the house and lot, 
together with the books and some yeariy rents for 
supporting a librarian, and occasionally increasing 
the catalogue, in trustees for the use of the public 
for ever ; under certain rules and regulations con- 
tained in these instruments. Sometime afterwards 
he cancelled this deed, and prepared another, which 
he did not live to execute j this unfinished instru- 
ment varied the regulations in some respects, and 
the funds for the purpose of the institution, but the 
uses were the same as in the first. After his death, 
'-•'^* -'i I ' --- ■ |..-- . ■■ ■■ -|.,,. .. - ..^ . . 

• Preface to Catabgue of library. 
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ills children and residuary legatees, executed a,deedl 
conformable to that which had been prepared by him, 
vesting in the same trustees the whole estate intended 
by the founder, and the books were removed to a 
building prepared for them, an'anged in order, and 
a catalogue printed. 

By the constitution, William Logan (the founder^ 
eldest son) was the first librarian, and the office was 
made hereditary in his family, with power to execute 
it by a deputy. The funds appointed for a librarian, 
&c. were originally small, but issued from a very 
improving estate ; they were so reserved as to in- 
crease at stated periods, so as to afford a very hand- 
some income. Till one of those periods arrived they 
were not sufficient for the regular support of a libra- 
rian, wherefore he attended a considerable time to 
the duty in person. To this institution William Logan, 
by his will, devised a very handsome library, col- 
lected partly by himself, and partly by his uncle, the 
late Dr. William Logan, of Bristol, in England, 
amounting to about one thousand volumes. After his 
death, which happened in 1776, the library was shut 
for several years, owing to the death or absence of the 
trustees. In 1791, James Logan, the last surviving 
trustee named in the grant, having had several pre- 
vious consultations with Dr. Franklin, and with a 
number of his fellow citizens, on the subject, pre- 
sented a memorial to the legislature, wherein he 
istated the situation of the institution, and prayed for 
their aid to put it in a way of answering the end in- 
tended by his father, the founder. Whereupon, an act 
was passed, annexing the Loganian library to that of 
the Libraiy Company of Philadelphia, and constitu- 
ting the directors and their successors, for the time 
being, together with James Logan, or his eldest male 
heir and two trustees, whom he or his heir shall 
appoint, trustees of the said Loganian library. It is, 
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kowYver, provided, that the said books and otbeir 
property belonging to this institution, together with 
such other property as may hereafter be acquired, 
shall be forever kept separate from the books be- 
longing to the Library Company of Philadelphia j 
and that the said librar)' shall be known by the name 
of the Loganian Library, agreeably to the intention 
of the donor. The house built by James Logan, has 
been sold, and a large and commodious room built 
adjoining the Philadelphia Library, for the purpose 
of keeping the books of the Loganian Library, which 
was opened for the benefit of the citizens, in May 
1794* It contains 3,944 volumes. 

3. FricfuW Library. 

The religious society of Friends, in Philadelphia^ 
have a library of about six hundred volumes, princi- 
pally on thedlogical subjects, by authors of various 
denominations of professing christians* It is ninder 
the care of a librarian, who gives his attendance on 
the afternoon of every seventh day (Saturday) for 
the delivery and receipt of books, free of expense, to 
^y respectable applicant who ^aU subscribe to the 



A convenient room in the meeting house on Mul* 
berry and Fourth streets, is appropriated as a repo- 
sitory for the books* This collection was originally 
commenced by the pious Thomas Chalkley, and after 
his death, considerable additions were made to it by 
donations, and bequests of the late Anthony Bene- 
zett, and John Pemberton* 

The Circulating Libraries of Shallus, in TTiird 
near Chesnut street, and of Philips, in Third, oppo- 
site the mansion house hotel, contain large coUec* 
$ions of miscellaneous books. 
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Museum* 



This extensive cofiection was commenced in die 
year 1784, by Mr. Charles Willson Peale, by pro- 
fession a portrait painter* It was originally con- 
tained in a frame building annexed to his dwellin|; 
liouse, and afterwards removed to the haH of the 
Philosophical Society. In 1802, the legislature ctf 
Pennsylvania, generously granted, for the use of the 
Museum, the upper apartments of the state house^ 
.where the whole collection is now neatly arranged* 

A general outline of the arrangement, and a no- 
tice of the most interesting subjects, are all that can 
be expected in a work like the present. 

QUADRUPED ROOM. 

This room contains upwards of two hundred 
quadrupeds, mounted in their natural attitudes : the 
larger kinds, with their names in neat frames, are 
placed on pedestals, behind wire netting : the smaller 
quadrupeds are in glass cases. Numerical catalogues 
in frames over each case, state the genera to which 
they belong, and their specific names, in Latin, 
English and French* The Linnean classificaticm is 
generally adopted throughout the animal department. 

Among the most remarkable of the quadrupeds, 
are the bison, of North America, improperly called 
buffaloe ; the broad tail sheep of Africa; the big 
homed sheep, and the pronged homed antelc^e, both 
i>rought by captain Lewis &om the rocky mountsun. 
Amerioan elks, cougar, usually called panther; jaguar, 
^e untameable hyena, and fierce jackall ; die lama 
or camel ol South America; American buck, Ame- 
rican wolf and foxes ; the long clawed grisly bear 
from the Missouri, black bear ; twenty-one species of 
Simia or the monkey tribe; two varieties of Ae wild 
cat^ long and short tailed; Cayenne tyger cat, two 
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otters, Ameriam and English beaver ; hairless dog, 
long tailed or scaly manis, jubata or great ant eater, 
kangarou of New Holland, and American opossum 
dispia3fing its false pouch; duck billed platypus 
from New Holland ; badger ; two armadillos ; the 
beautiful and affectionate ring tailed maucauco; 
picary, bradypus or sloth; crested porcupine £rom 
New Holland, some of whose quills measure eigh- 
teen inches, and American porcupine. There are also 
the ourang outang; the elephant seal, twelve feet 
six inches long ; leopard and beaver seals. Mada- 
gascar bats, measuring four feet from tip to tip, and 
the hooded bat. 

LONG ROOM. 

All the birds are in glass cases, the insides of 
which are properly painted. These cases rising 
twelve feet from the floor, extend the whole length 
of the room, which is one hundred feet long, dis- 
playing an elegant collection. 

The first order, rapacious birds, begins in the 
upper row, at the east end of the room, and extends 
nearly to the centre : each succeeding order begin- 
ning eastward, and extending to the west. In 
frames over each case, the genus is first noted, their 
species, and names in Latin, English and French, 
referring to the numbers which are attached to each 
species. 

There are in this collection, (including many non- 
descripts) nearly all the birds of the United States, 
and a considerable number from South America, and 
other parts oi the world. The number exceeds one 
thousand. The hooping crane, from the capes of 
Delaware, the jabiru and crowned heron from 
South America, the ostrich, the bird of Paradise: 
scarlet ibis, and spoon bill, from the coast of Geor- 
gia; the pelicsui and long necked flamingo will par- 
ticularly attract the attention. The sportsman will 
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here too, see all the birds of game, both of land and 
water; among o^ers, the grouse, and our bird, im- 
properly called pheassmt; the beautiful English pheas- 
ant, and an interesting collection of snipes, wood- 
cocks and plovers* 

On projecting <:ases, between the windows, is a 
classification of four thousand insects, in frames. 
Those species which are too small to be examined 
with the naked eye, are placed in microscopic 
wheels: there are also seven cases with minerals, 
and fossils, arranged according to Kirwan, from va- 
rious parts of the United States, and other parts of 
the world. Among the clays are some American 
specimens, equal to those of which the finest porce- 
lain is made, in China or France. At the east end 
are several medals, some struck by congress, and 
some by order of Joseph Sansom, esq* commemora- 
ting events of the American revolution. There are 
also two edible birds-nests, from the East Indies* 

Over the birds, in neat gilt frames, are two rows 
of portraits, one hundred and fifteen in number, of 
distinguished personages, painted from life, by C. 
W* Peale and his son Rembrandt* This collection 
was begun in 1779, and contains many of the heroes 
and sages of the revolution, who contributed, by their 
swords, their pen, or their counsel, to the attainment 
of the liberty we now enjoy* There is also a collec- 
tion of portraits of distinguished French literary 
characters, painted by Rembrandt Peale. 
BACK BOOM. 

This contains the skeleton of the mammoth, which 
was dug up by Mr* Peale in 1801, out of a marie 
pit in Ulster county. New Yotk : various Indian 
figures in their native war dresses : other Indian 
dresses, and an interesting collection of their orna- 
ments, spears, war clubs, stone hatchets, cups, pipes, 
and utensils: idols from the Sandwich islands; the 
Bd 
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^igh in which colonel Pike travelled six huiubtid 
miles, from the source of the Mississippi, drawn by 
two dogs ; the shoe and stocking of the Irish giant 
O^Brian: various curious specimens of clothing 
made from the barks of trees, by the natives of die 
South Sea islands, and from the intestines of the 
whale by the Indians of the N. W. Coast of Ameri- 
ca. Ancient English bow gun; bamboola, an in- 
strument of music from Africa* Chinese compass 
and dial: various mammodi teeth of both species, 
found in different parts of the United States ; a live 
rattlesnake, and numerous smaller articles* 

There is also a figure and striking likeness in wax, 
of the late captain Lewis, as he- was dressed by a 
Shoshone chief, in ermine skins, near the source of 
the Missouri* 

THE MARINE ROOM 

Is in the third story, and contains the chama, a 
sheft, three feet long and 185 lbs. weight: a blue, 
and hammer headed shark: sword fish, saw fish: 
alligator fish, and paddle fish, from the western riv- 
ers of the United States : Miami salmon and pike ; 
dolphin ; large sun fish from the capes of Delaware ; 
frog fish, wim rows of teeth in the throat ; alligators 
from the southern states ; a great collection of tor- 
toises, among others the gouffer of Georgia. Nume- 
rous snakes ; p;uana, N. Holland lizard ; skin of a 
snake twenty-six feet long ; a neat collection of sheQs, 
corals and madrepores ; the lizard of Georgia, 
some anatomical preparations, and numerous arti- 
cles preserved in spirits* 

f 
The Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 

Was founded in the year 1805, by the voluntary 
association and contributions of a number of gentle- 
men of the city of Philadelphia* It was soon after 
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incorporated by the legislature. The object of this 
institution is to improve and refine the public taste 
in works of art, and to cultivate and encourage our 
native genius, by providing elegant and approved 
specimens of the arts for imitation, and schools for 
instruction. An appropriate building was erected in 
Chesnut street, between Eleventh and Twelfth 
streets, and a large building has lately been added 
to that first erected, for the exhibition of paintings, 
and the accommodation of the necessary schoms, 
drawing roomn &€* 

DESCRIPTION OP THE BUILDING. 
** The character of the exterior architecture is mo- 
dem Ionic. The front elevation consists of a marble 
basement, four feet high, with a large flight of steps, 
to a recessed porch eighteen feet front on the front 
line, and ten feet deep : the remainder of the eleva- 
tion consists of a high principal story, and an attic 
with cornice, parapet, freize, and neck moulding. 
The interior consists of a principal room, two com- 
mittee rooms, three chambers, and complete cellars 
under the whole. The principal room is forty-six 
feet diameter, and eighteen feet high, to the spring- 
ing of the ceiling, which is a dome, having the sole 
li^t from the centre ; the ceiling is plain, except a 
radii of lights in stucco, around the opening, and 
semi-gircular architraves, with reversed mouldings 
at the springing. The sides consist of eight tall pe- 
destals, alternating with an equal number of recesses, 
which open to stairways, or intended additional 
rooms : these recesses also consist of a principal ^ad 
attic pannels or openings: over these are arches, 
whose saflSts obtrude into the dome, the effect of 
which is novel."* 



Port Polio, June, 180.9, 
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In the hall of statuary, the academy now^hasa fine 
collection of casts and Imsts from the most celebrated 
works of antiquity, consisting of aboin twenty-five 
statues and a much greater number of busts. ~ Hie 
painting gallery is aaomed with, the two celebrated 
pictures of West, " Lear in the Storm," and " Ophe- 
Ka in her madness," the property of Robert Fultcm, 
esq. besides many odier valosCble pictures of ancient 
and modem masters. 

The first annual exhibition of die academy, in 
conjunction with the society of artists, was made in 
May last (181 1) and consisted of above five hundred 
productions of the fine arts, displayed with great 
efiect and taste ; the public encouragement of this 
first efibrt of this sort in this cotmtry, exceeded die 
naost sanguine expectation. Two addresses have 
been made by die president, to the society; and in 
November last, (1810) the first annual discourse* 
was delivered by Mr. Hopkinson to a very brilliant 
and crowded audience ; which proves the interest 
our citizens take in this infant institution. After die 
discourse the honours of the academy, &c. were 
conferred upon several artists. 

President — George Clymer. 

Directors— William Tilghman, P. F. Glentworth, 
William Meredith, Joseph Hopkinson, William 
Rush, Samuel F. Bradford, Zaccheus Collins^ 
James Gibson, Charles J. Wister, William Poyntell, 
Reeve Lewis, Rembrandt Peale. 

Society of Artists. 

In the year 1810, ** the Society of Artists of the 
United States," was formed : the immediate objects 
of which are stated to be ^' to teach the elementary 

* P(5r sale by Bradford and Inskeep. 
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frlnci|^3 of the s^rts: ta eiicoura«;e emula^n by a 
cpmpariioa and communiGation at ideas i to -correcjt 
and improve the public taste by stated exhibitions^ 
ag^ to raise a fund for the relief of such members 
/as maybe rendered incapable of following their rea- 
pective professions; or in case of dieir death, tp malgs 
some provision for their families* 

To carry these objects into effect^ it is in the first 
instance, proposed to select proper persons to teach 
the first elements of the arts, and to establish a school 
for drawing, in all its various branches ; and an an* 
nual exhibition of the works of art,"^ foreign and 
^omiestic. 

^ The President of the United States, at the request 
.0£ the society ,^haft becon^ the patroai of the institu-^ 

Not long after its foisnatioa^ a waion was- effected 
between the Sociei^ of Artists and the Academy, 
and ip May last their first exhibition took place, sc». 
already stated, and continued for six weeks. 

On the ath of May^ Mr. Latrobe delivered the 
jfir^ annual address before the Society of Artists.t 

JPIublic Buildings — Old Court Hame^ in Second streei*. 

This plain, ancient structure deserves notice atk 
many accounts. It was erected in the year 1709, ia 
the infancy of the capital, when within a square of 
it, the stately tenants of the forest still remained- 
In this building, Hamilton, Growden, Hoss,.. Gal- 
loway, Chew, Dickinson and Willson, commenced 
their career, as lawyers; and Kinsey and Allen dis* 
pensed justice from the bench. The celebrated George 
Whitfield too, delivered his eloquent discourse^ 



* CoBstkution of the Society of Ar^sts*^ 
t For side by Bradford and Itiskeep. 
D da 
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from ^ balcony to Msembled dKHisMds*^ The 
elections of govemor and president of tiie tuttcvMxr^ 
council, were proclaimed nrom the same place* 

F(Mr several years past, it has been occupied by the 
county and city commissioners, the clerks ut lh6 
market, and at night, by the city watbh. For half a 
century after its erection, public vendues were l^ld 
under the arches of the house, and in na othenplac^ 
in the city* 

State Houses 

Previously to the erection of the state house, dM 
legislature of Pemwylvanfa, held their sessions in 
different' private houses; the first of these w^ib vol 
Front street, above Mulberry street, on the bank 
side, and was recently pulled down. For many yearf 
they occupied the house now in the possession of 
Mr. John Dorsey^ auctioneer, in Front street, below 
Walnut street. In the year 1729, the legislature re* 
solved to build a house for their particular accom^ 
modation, and* s^>pointed Andrew Hamilton, John 
Kearsley, and Thomas Lawrence^ commissioners to 
purchase the ground, to give the plan, and to contract 
with the workmen, llie whole expense was not 
quite six thousand pounds. It was finished in 1795^ 
and thougn extemsdly jdain in its structure, has a 
Venerable appearance. It was originally furnished 
wi^ a steeple, which was-taken down about the close 
of the revolutionary war. In this building the con* 
gress of the United States sat during the war, before 



* A ^litleman, recently deceased, often mentioned tbat he 
once distinctly heard Whitfield from on board a shallop at 
Msfket street -wharf, and Uiat the space betwe e n the wmf 
aryd court house was filled with peopl^.^ 
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soldiers for dieir pay, alarmed and induced ^m to 
move to other places. 'The dedaration of indepen- 
dence was puUidy read^ from the steps, July 4dt, 
}770i In .the siune room,'* that had been occupied 
bycongtvss^idie federal convention sat, m 1787. The 
lioiise is now occupied hy the supreme and -distnct 
state coims below, and Peale's Museum above« ' 

Old C(dhge^ in Fourth street. ' 

This bmlding stands sixty-si^ feet back from Fourth 
street, betweenr^High and Mulberry streets, and is 
one hundred and twenty feet long, and seventy feet 
wide^ The whole lot is one hundred smd ninety-eight, 
by one hundred and fifty feet. The house was ori- 
«nally built in 1740, by tl« party who left the fimt 
Irresbyterian church to join ^e eloquent Whitfield, 
but it appears, notwithstanding the zeal with which 
they attended his early preaching, th^y could not 
raise funds sufficient to pay the workmen. They 
accordingly sold it to the trustees of the college in 
1749, for £777^ 18, 11 3-4, upon condition diat they 
shaH set apart a place and room^ for worship, and 
also support a free school; giving the trustees 
power to sq>point teachers of. school, and to intro- 
duce such preachers as they may think proper, 
so that no particular sect be fixed therein as a 
settled congregation, and to permit the use of 
the room set apart- for public worship, to such 
regular ministejrs of the gospel, as shall sign 
certain articles of religion annexed to the deed ; 

Particularly reserving me right of the use of the 
uildin^ to Whitfield, whenever he should desire to 
preach Sierein* This creed is contained inthree^fotio 



^ The east room on the first floor: 
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piget,siacteettiiiicjietk)a^imdftinewide« jEtiasiey^ 
a detiuil^ of strict Calviaism* The proper^^ Ittvo^i^ 
heea accepted^ by the truBtees^.upcwi the ajbwc coiid%> 
tions, they have not deemed Aeiii$elves authorised 
to sell the whole building ; but ooe half of it ha^ 
beea di(q)Dsed of to the>^ Unicm Society of Medu>> 
dists."f lltey hai^ also deemed thencselves b<Hmd 
by the words of the conveyance, to permit the ua^ 
of the room set apart for worship, to all itinenmt 
mhiisters who apply for the same^ and to such it has 
sdways been granteti. It b also often occupied by 
iht various city congregations, when their cmn 
places of worship are repairing, or when a colony is 
about ieaving one of the established. societies, and 
are desirous of erecting anew church. It is scanxely 
necessary to add, that in a city which prides itself« in 
believing that religion is an afiair between the Mar 
ker and.the made, a subscription to the icreed ia se^ 
ver renuired- 

United States Bank^ 

The building occupied by the bank of the United 

. States, was commenced in 1 795, and ^nished in I79a. 
It was the first public buildingever erect^ in Philadel*> 

^hia, with portico and pillai^. It is a square.structure^r 
ninety-six fe^t in front, and seventy-two deep. The 

.east front,*on Third street,. consists of six Columns, 
the angle pairs being coupled* The front waU ex- 
tends bey<^-thej>QrticO, oneachiS|Lde,.intwo wing^ 
and is ornamented with pilaster^* The ccdumns, 

^ wliich are of the Corinthian order, are of marUe, imd 
;SfLted ; the front of the building is also marble* The 

^oniice and pediment are of wood wolrk, highly eQ«- 
riched* The tympanum is decco'ated with the Ame-r 
rican eade. The front is said to be nearly a copy of 
the Oubun Exchange. The sides and resor walls ar^ 
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•f brick, and excepting the four external walls and 
the vaults, the entire structure is of wood. The roof 
Is covered with copper. » 

Bank of Pennsyhania. 

This noble edifice is composed entirely of 
Htarble from the quarries in Montgomery county. 
The front extends fifty-K)ne feet, and the whole build- 
ing, including the superb porticos front and back, 
is one hundred and twenty-five feet in depth. The 
design is taken from the temple of Minerva, at 
Athens. 

The principal front in Second street, is a portico, 
of six Ionic columns, three feet in diameter each, 
with an entablature and pediment. The front and 
back wsdls have no openings except the doors. The 
flimks are plain, wiuiout pilasters, divided into a 
centre mass, with two recessed wings. Each of these 
divisions has one large arched window, lighting the 
rooms of the president, cashier, and the banking 
room, and a pannel or window above. The west front 
has a portico, similar to that on the east end, under 
which is a large arch containing the west door, and 
two windows below, and three in the tipper story. 
The entablature runs without interruption round the 
building. The centre mass of the building rises eight 
feet; in a plain Attic, above the entablature, and is co» 
vered widi a marble roof, in two circular stages. Some 
of the blocks of marble, composing this roof, weigh 
5, and some seven and a half tons. A circular cupola of 
eight windows, and 15 feet in diameter, covered with 
a dome, is carried up above the centre opening, and 
assists in lighting the banking room. This room is 
circular, and forty-five feet in diameter. Four 
niches, nine feet wide, and seventeen feet six inches 
high, and four equal recessed arches, coi^taining the 
two doors, and the windows are arranged alternately 
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round the wallft* The walls are thirty-e^;ht feet eig^t 
inches high. The ceiling is a brick pannelled dome, 
rising omy twelve feet six inches, surrounded by a 
marble dome, and covered by the cupola. The 
height from the floor of the hall, to the ceiling of 
the cupola, is sixty feet, eight inches. The base^i* 
ment story rises five feet above the pavement, and is 
vaulted throughout. To each portico the access 19 
by ten steps, extending the entire length of the 
front. The stair cases are marble throughout. The 
whole of the interior, except the counters and desks^ 
doors and floors, is incombustible. The b^mk is jur 
diciously placed about thirty feet ofi" from the street; 
in front are two neat marble watch houses. The lot 
in the rear is laid out in a grass plot, surrounded by 
a gravel walk, and the borders filled with ornamental 
trees and shrubs. The wall in front and rear is about 
four f^et high, mounted with an iron palisade. The 
first stone was laid in April, 1799, and the whole 
finished in 1801. 

' The above is a very inadequate description of thi^ 
truly noble structure, the exterior of which imiver- 
sally strikes the beholder with an idea of chaste 
simplicity and grandeur, not seen in aay building 
in tiie United States; and according to the declanu' 
tion of all foreigners of taste, is not surpassed by 
any in Europe. The architect was Mr. Latrob£^ 
now of Washington, who has in the most grateful 
terms, acknowledged the assistance he derived from 
the refined taste, and judgment of Samuel M« Fox, 
the late president of the bank.* 

Philadelphia Bank^ 

Situate on the south west comer of Chesnut and 
Fourth streets, commands attention from the novelty 

* Qrfkl^n before the Society of Artists* 
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of its design, being the first correct specimen of the 
style, called, improperly, tiie Gothic, executed in the 
United States. 

This building stands insulated, and presents its 
principal front on Fourth street. The grounds at- 
tached are laid out in gravelled walks and shrub- 
bery, and terminated west by lodges for the 
watchmen, built after the same style of the ^nain 
building. The whole enclosed by an iron palisade. 

The plan of the banking house is a square, sixty 
by forty-three feet. The walls are elevated on a 
stone basement to the height of twenty-six feet, ter- 
minated by battlements. At this elevation, the 
building contracts, in front, to thirty-two feet, and 
rising, forms a kind of attic or low story, fronted 
trith four buttresses, two of which are crowned 
with marble fynials or pinnacles. 

The entrance into this building is from Fourth 
street bj^ a flight of marble steps, through a vaulted 
porch into the banking room. This room occupies 
Nearly the whole area of the plan, except what is 
iiecessarily taken up by the money vaults and stair 
^ase, and is handsomely divided into different com- 
partments suited to the several offices of the institu- 
tion, all lying open to the president and cashier's 
rooms. > 

Every part of the building is vaulted from the 
cellar to the roof, and rendered fire proof. The 
banking room, which is twenty feet high, has its 
ceiling enriched with mouldings and tracery work ; 
ornaments of the *' decorated style of building'^ of 
the 14th .century. 

The archivaults of the president's and cashier'd 
rooms, and of the doors leading to the money vaults 
and director's room, are terminated by the head of a 
dog (emblem of fidelity) in the act of guarding a pile 
of dollars, upon which the head reclines. Four great 
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wmdows widi pointed arches, fiUcd with -tmoeiy 
work, Ug^ the bsmking room. 

From a door leading out of this room, you enter 
the stair case and ascend by a flight of marble steps, 
to the director's apartment of busmess. This isof a 
curious ccmstruction, being octangular in its £mn, 
from the centre of which rises a beautiful clouded 
marUe column, carrying a vaulted ceiling, springing 
in every direction of the room* The general finish 
of this room varies a litde from that below, partaking 
somewhat of the An^ Norman style in the round pil- 
lars in the angles and the circular tracery, which, toge- 
ther with the painted arch particularize the character 
of this style. The ceiling is enriched wiik mouldings 
and decorated at their intersections with rosets, and 
a head representing Philadelphia. Two large win- 
dows light this apartment, decorated astlK>se below* 
West of this, lie the library and engraver's rooms. 

The ceUar or basement story is appropriated alto^ 
gether for fuel and lumber, except one apartment 
which is occupied by the printing office. The money 
and book vaidts are very properly placed above the 
street level, both on account of safety and ventilation. 
The Gothic style is preserved throughout the whole 
building. Had the original plsm been pursued, of 
constructing this building 6f stone instead of brick^ 
its exterior appearance would have been much nH>re 
interesting, and more in character of the style adopted* 
As it stands, it is a handsome structure and highty 
ornamental to our city. 

County Court House and CHtf HalU 

The former is at the S. W. corner of Chesnut and 
Fifth streets, and the latter, at the S. E. -corner of 
Chesnut and Sixth streets. They are plain structures. 
In the former, the house of representatives sat be- 
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low, after the removal of Ae government from New 
York, and previously to its establishment at Wash- 
ington* The senate occupied the chamber, where the 
federal district court is now held. In the latter 
house, the mayor's office and mayor's court are held, 
on the first floor ; the city councils and city com- 
missioners sit up stairs* 

University of Pennsylvania^ 

Is in Ninth street, between High and Chesnut 
streets, and was originally built by the state of Penn- 
sylvania, for the accommodation of the president of 
the United States, on the removal of the temporary 
geat of government from New York to Philadelphia. 
President Washington, however, declined the offer 
of it on constitutional grovmds. It is about one hun- 
dred feet front, and nearly of the same depth* After 
remaining unoccupied for some years, it was pur- 
chased by the trustees of the university, for the use 
of that institution. 

The building is three stories high: the ascent is by 
a flight of marble steps, leading into a hall contain- 
ing the main stair case; from this hall, you enter 
the grand vestibule which is surmounted by a dome 
lighted by a cupola : a gallery runs round the vesti- 
bule, and is supported by eight Corinthian columns, 
under which are the doors leading into the lecture 
rooms. and apartments* Doors trom the gallery also 
communicate with the apartments in the second 
story* The offices are in the basement story. The 
apartments are spacious, and accommodate the pro- 
vost and vice provost, besides the classes. 

Four years since, a separate building of an octan- 
gular form, crowned by a dome, was erected to the 

tt 
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south, but connected with the former, for the express 
purpose pf holding the medical lectures* The rooms 
are calculated for each particular professor. 

The Independent Tabernacle^ 

Of which the Rev. Mr. Joyce is pastor, is situate 
up a court from Fourth street, between High and 
Chesnut streets. It was buih is the years 1805 — 6, 
and with a great degree of neatness and simplicity. 
The form of its plan is a parallelogram, terminated 
at one end by a semi-circle, wherein stand the pulpit 
and choir. The exterior elevation, presents a range 
of semi-circular windows below, and a similar range 
of spacious windows above. The galleries are shal- 
low, and supported entirely from the wall, except 
that fronting die pulpit, which is carried by columns. 
The pulpit is spacious, on each side of which are 
desks for the chief singers. The pews below, are 
one hundred and sixty-two in number, conveniently 
arranged, with spacious aisles. 

The whole dimensions of this building from out 
to out, are sixty by ninety feet. 

The Baptist Churchy 

Now erecting in Sansom or George street, above 
Eighth street, from the originality of its design^ 
deserves a particular description. 

The plan of this church, within, is a rotundo, ninety 
feet diameter, surmounted by a dome, crowned with 
alanthom or cupola, upwards of twenty feet diameten 
The walls, with the dome, are elevated upwards of 
fifty feet above the ground, built of brick, and the 
dome constructed oi short pieces of plank, upon the 
principle adopted in that of the Halle de Bled, at 
Paris^ From the top of the walls, three steps encir 
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cle the building before the swell of the dome ap- 
pears, the rise of which is at an angle of forty-five 
degrees. In front and r^ar ol the rotundo, square 
projections, of sixty feet extent, come forward ; that 
in the rear, to provide space for vestry rooms, rising 
only one story ; that in the front, to accommodate 
the stair cases of the galleries, rising on a marble 
basement to the common height of the walls. 

The front projection comes to the line of the street, 
in form of wings, separated by a colonnade, and are 
crowned by two belfries ^r cupolas. 

Xhe principal entrance into the church will be by a 
flight of marble steps into an Ionic colonnade ; on 
either hand, are doors leading to the stair cases 
of the galleries: from this colonnade you pass 
through a great Venetian door into the grand aisle, 
leading direct to the baptistry and pulpit ; two other 
aisles are to run parallel with this, and one main aisle 
to cross the whole in the diameter of the church. At 
the termination of all these aisles, are doors of outlet 
from the building. The baptistry is situate in the 
centre of the circle, in view of every part of the 
gallery, and will be surrounded by an open balus- 
trade, syid when not in use, for the ordinance of 
baptism, closed over by a floor to accommodate the 
choir. 

The galleries, which are described, concentric with 
the great circle, circumscribe the nave of the church, 
except in that section occupied by the pulpit, and 
are supported by twelve columns. The pulpit, which 
will be placed to front the grand aisle, is to be a 
continuation of the galleries, and to come forward, 
supported by a screen of columns. The space under 
the pulpit to be closed and thrown into the vestry 
rooms behind, but may at any time be opened, the 
screen being constituted of folding doors. 
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The circumference of the building is lighted liy 
large square windows below, and a ring of semi- 
circular windows above the galleries. The g^eat 
lanthom oi the dome, immediately over the baptis- 
try, lights the centre, and ventilates the whole 
church, being encircled with sashes which open and 
shut at pleasure. The height to the apex of this lan- 
thom, from the floor, is upwards of fifty feet. 

The foot of the dome will be encompassed by a 
broad moulded band, above which two other bands 
will run round. The lanthom also to have its soffit 
enriched with mouldings. 

The pewsubelow will be so disposed as to run 
parallel with the transverse diameter of the room, 
the number of which, together with those in the 
galleries, will exceed three hundred and twenty, 
and with the public seats will contain, with comfort^ 
upwards of two thousand five hundred people. 

The design of this building was furnished by Mn 
Mills, a pupil of Mr. Latrobe, and as the direction 
of the execution of his design has been wisely com- 
mitted to him, we may anticipate that the building, 
when finished, will do credit to his talents, and prove 
an ornament to our city. 

Mr. Mills is the first American architect, regu- 
larly educated to the profession, in his own country. 

Theatre. 

The theatre was first opened in Philadelphia ** by 
a company of comedians from London,'' on the 1 5th 
April 1754, with the " Fair Penitent," and " Miss 
in her Teens ;" a prologue and epilogue, written for 
the occasion, were spoken by Mr. Rigby and Mrs. 
Hallam ; the part of " the servant" was performed 
by the late Mr., then " Master Lewis HaUam.*' 
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The place of exhibition had been originaBf built 
for a store, and was situs^te in Water street , ' "i iowi 
Pine street, extending towards the Delaware. How 
long they played there, is uncertain. They after- 
wards erected a building expressly for their use in 
Cedar street, the S. W. comer of Vernon street,* then 
in the outskirts of the city. While performing here, 
Mr. Douglass joined the corps, who after a few 
years, went to Jamaica, where he was appointed 
king^s printer. At the date of their first exhibition, 
popular prejudices were powerful against every spe- 
cies of theatrical exhibition, and petitions were more 
than once presented to the legislatui^, to put a stop 
to them. The synod of the Presbyterians, in a general 
convocation, July ir59, also lent the aid of their in- 
fluence against the theatre, by petitions to the go- 
vernor, and to the legislature, which were published ; 
and a few days after, the theatrical corps announced 
for exhibition, the ** Tragedy of Douglass, by the 
Rev. Mr. Home, minister of the kirk of S6otland." 

Sometime before the revolutionary war, the theatre 
in Cedar street, between Fourth and Fifth streets, 
was erected by the elder Mr. Hallam and the 
late Mr. Henry. Before the commencement of hos- 
tilities the whole corps embarked for Jamaica, where 
they remained until after the peace, when they again 
returned to this country j but a law of the state pre- 
vented their performing for several years. In 1793, 
Mr. Wignell, who formerly belon^d to the old 
company, arrived with a number ol excellent per- 
formers, from £ngland, who commenced their career 
the following winter, in the New Theatre, ift Ches- 
nut street, which had been recently built by a com- 
pany upon a tontine principle. 

It is but justice to say, that, whenever required, 
the proprietors of the theatre have cheerfully lent 
their assistance in promoting any undertaking for 
xe2 
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the pdblic good, and that occasionally the interest 
Of^kWigion has been promoted by their benefactiocs ; 
but the poor, the public charitable institutions for 
medical relief, and those for grs^uitous education^ 
nay the afflicted, whether from fire or pestilence, in 
other cities of 'the union, have on numerous occasion 
received the benefit of their voluntary labours. 

The theatre in ChesnUt, near Sixth street, wj» 
founded in the year 1791; and enlarged and im- 
proved, as it now stands, in 1805. It presents a hand- 
some front on Chesnutstreet, of ninety feet, includ- 
ing two wings, of fifteen feet each. The centre 
building is ornamented with two spirited and well 
executed figures, of tragedy and comedy^* on each 
side of a great Venetiah-window^ over which, in two 
circular taUets, are emblematical insignia. The top 
of this centre building is crowned by a pediment. 
The wings, opened by large windows, recede a little 
from Ae front, above, but project below, twelve feet, 
to the line of the street, faced with marble ; these 
pavilions are decorated by emblematic figures, in ta- 
blets, and coimected. together by a colonnade of ten 
fency Corinthism columns. The extreme depth of the 
theatre is one hundred and thirty- four feet ; the in- 
terior is judiciously and handsomely arranged. In 
the wings are the green room, dressing rooms, scene 
rooms, &c. Through the projecting wings or pavi- 
lions, you pass to the stairs 6i the galleries ; imdef 
the colonnade, the left hand door leads to the pit, 
but to the box^s you Ascend in front, by a flight of 
marble steps, enter the lobby, and pass to the corn- 
dors, which communicate with =all the boxes. Those 
in front of the stage are disposed in form of an am- 
phitheatre; the seats of the whole, with those of the 



By Rush. 



d by Google 



CIRCUS: 3^1 

pit and grilerf, are arr^mged bo as to give the spec* 
tator the greatest advantages. 

The stage occupies a frant between the boxes erf 
tiiirty-six feet, and runs back upwards of seventy- 
one feet. Over the stage, occupying part of the en- 
tablature and plafond of the front scene, is an em«- 
blematic representation of America, encouraging the 
drama, under which are ^e words, " For useful 
lociirth, and salutary woe." 

The fronts of the lodges or boxes, together with 
the ceiling, are handsomely gilt and decorated, hung 
with corresponding drapery between the columns. 
The scenery of the stoge is well arranged, and calcu- 
lated both in execution and design to produce the 
best effect. 

For convenience, comfort and elegance of ar- 
rangement, few theatres of the size, any where, can 
vie with this. 

This theatre is computed to hold abottt two 
thousand persons, of which number nine hundred 
may be accommodated in the boxes. 

The Circus J now the Olympic Theatre, 

Of Messrs. Pepin and Brechard, which stands on 
the comer of Walnut and Ninth streets, was built in 
the year 1809. The dimensions, eighty feet on Wal- 
nut, by one hundred feet on Ninth street. Within, it 
was circular, seventy-five feet diameter, including thfe 
seats, and fifty-four feet, includmg the area of the 
riding course. Every office, connected with the cin 
cus, was under this roof. Within the present year the 
building has undergone great improvements and ad^ 
ditions ; the design of which is, the connection of a 
theatre with the circus, similar to Sadler's Wells, in 
London, wherein pantomimes, Olympic exercises, 
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and such other eBtertamments as are adq>ted to this 
species of amusement, are represented. ^The riding 
course will remain as it is, and from the termination 
of the amphitheatre, a straight line of boxes pro- 
ceed, till they intersect the stage. This stage has a 
spacious front, without the avant scene, of fifty-four 
feet, equal to the diameter of the circus. The or- 
chestra lies between the stage and riding course, on 
each side of which is a door way from under the 
stage, for the introduction of the nders into the cir- 
cus. The additions to the original building make 
the whole depth equal to one hundred and forty feet* 

The entrance into the circus is by Walnut street* 
The pit is on a level with the riding course ; the 
lodges or boxes are on a level with the stage — a cor- 
ridor, or passage, communicates with all of thenu 
On this floor are rooms for refreshments ; above the 
boxes are the galleries, part of which is allotted to 
an upper tier of boxes. 

The performances at the circus, are highly enter- 
taining. It is difficult to conceive of greater feats of 
agility than are exhibited by the performers. The 
new arrangements will render the exhibitions more 
interesting and diversified. 

Masonic Hall. 

This spacious and elegant building is situate m 
Chesnut, between Seventh and Eighth jstreets. The 
lot is one hundred and one feet, seven inches in front, 
on Chesnut street, extending in depth one hundred 
and seventy-six feet, to a new twen^ feet street, 
which has been opened in the rear of the lot* 

The building is placed about the centre of the lot 
so as to afford a handsome area in front, laid out in 
walks, skirted with grass and shrubbery, enclosed 
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by a dwarf wall, surmounted by an iron palisade, and 
having two Gothic gates of the same material attached 
to white marble pillars; capped with Gothic pinnacles, 
(corresponding with those hereafter mentioned) on 
the summit of the wall. 

The front of the building is eighty-two feet, andit^ 
depth, sixty-nine feet ; its height, to the top of the 
root, seventy feet, and from thence to the top of the 
. spire, including the vane, eighty feet, tt is of brfclr, 
designed in the Gothic style, having in front, four 
marble buttresses, of four feet in breadth, extending 
fronx a bsieenipnt, four feet high, to the roof, ' and 
capped with pinnacles. In these buttresses are two 
niches, eight feet in height, ahd two and a half feet 
wide, finished with tracery. There are eight win- 
dows, fourteen by six feet, with an elegant central 
window, over the entrance, eleven by eighteen feet* 
The ascent to the principal story is by a 
flight of marble steps, seventeen feet long, sup^- 

Sorted between two cheek blocks, four feet in 
eight and five feet in breadth : the ornaments on 
which are the admired quarter foil pannel, sur- 
mounted by iron lamp-pieds, of a construction agree- 
ing with the style of the building. The door way and 
vestibule are enriched with appropriate ornaments : 
over the door, the large window is conspicuously and 
beautifully disposed, beneath a regular ox-eye archi» 
The internal arrangement of the hsdl exhibits an admi- 
rable union of beauty and convenience. The vestibule, 
twenty-nine by twelvefeet, is finished in superior 
style, and conducts to the great room on the principal 
floor, which is seventy-eight feet long by thirty-six 
feet wide; the ceiling (highly ornamented in stucco,) 
twenty-two feet in height: the centre, spandrills and 
soffits are very beautiful. The music gallery is at the 
eastern end. On this floor are two other -neatly finish-^ 
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td apartments, one of them twenty-two by thirty- 
three feet, and the other seventeen by thirty-three 
feeU The division of the height of the first sto- 
Xy in the southern part of the building into two 
parts, iuroishes two other commodious rooms, im- 
mediately over, and of the same dimensions as those 
just mentioned. The ascent to the second story is 
through a spacious hall, to which there are entrances 
from the east and west sides of the building, as well 
as the front, by a geometrical stair case with maho- 
f;any hand rail, supported by a neat balustrade of curl- 
jcdmaple. 

me northern division of the second story is ap- 
propriated to the accommodation of the grand lodge, 
and the stated meetings of the subordinate lodges^ 
and consists of one splendid room, sixty feet in 
length by thirty-six feet four inches in breadth, with 
various adjoimng apartments, adapted to the business 
of the institution. This room is finished in a style of 
superior elegance, and the furniture and decorations 
are uncommonly splendid. They are probably not 
surpassed by those of any similar sOftiety. 

The southern part of the second story is divided 
into a banqueting room, thirty rsix by twenty feet ; a 
room for die accommodation, more especially of the 
several chapters of royal arch masons, twenty-nine 
by thirty-six feet ; and several smaller apanments* 
The chapter room is fitted up and furnished in a 
style of equal splendour and beauty, though of dissi* 
milar character of architectural decorations and in<*> 
signia, with the grand lodge room, combined widi 
every peculiar convenience required by that interest- 
ing degree of the order. 

This edifice is undoubtedly a considerable addi- 
tion to the many rapid improvements in architec- 
tm-e^ which have taken place in this city, within a 
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jfew years past^ and is highly honourable to the laud- 
able zeal and enterprize of the respectable society 
who are its proprietors. The addition of its beautiful 
spire took place on the suggestion of several res- 
pectable citizens^ who regretted our deficiency in an 
article of embellishment so essential to the beauty 
of a great, city. 

The City Hospital^ 

Situate on the west side of Schuylkill Fourth 
street, near the intersection of Francis's Lane, in 
West Northern Liberties, was erected for the re- 
ception oi patients, trom the city and vicinity, labour- 
ing under malignant fever . This spacious and exten- 
sive range of buildings was commenced by a former 
board of health in 1807, and recently completed by 
the present, and consists of a mansion house, fiity feet 
front by forty two feet deep, and three stories in 
height ; with wings running east and west, each, one 
hundred and eight feet long, by twenty- two feet 
deep, and two stories high ; with a piazza twelve 
feet broad, extending the whole length, enclosed 
with Venetian blinds, so constructed as to admit or 
exclude air and light as occasion may require. Thfe 
mansion bouse contains tvirenty rooms, and the 
wings thirty-six ; exclusive oi cellars and garrets. 
The rooms, generally speaking, are judiciously plan- 
ned lor the comfort and accommodation of patients ; 
water is admitted into each room by means of pipes, 
communicating with a reservoir supplied by a pump. 
Pure air can be admitted into the rooms by ventila-» 
tors, and^ impure air discharged. Four or five hun- 
dred patients, it is presumed, may be conveniently 
accommodated, exclusive of the room necessary fot 
a steward, physician, and the requisite attendants. 
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The biuidings front the south, and are sufficient 
near the city to admit of the safe and conveiueiit 
removal of the sick. 

When selecting a site for so useful and necessary 
an institution, as a city hospital, it is much to be 
regretted that a more elevated situation was not 
chosen, commanding a view of the city : it might 
then have been ranked among the ornamental build- 
ings in its vicinity, and would ^so have been equally 
convenient and free of access, as the present* 

Public officers, in erecting permanent sttuctures, 
ought always to consider, that the credit of a coun- 
try is connected with the taste and situation of the 
public buildings, and when the purposes to which 
they are to be applied will admit, attention ought 
always to be paid to both# 

Literary Characters. 

Births. Deaths. 

1674—1751* James Logan. Classical and Oriental 
Literature, Law, Politics, Botany. 
Thomas Makin. Latin Description of 
Pennsylvania. 

1701.^1777. John Bartram. Botany. 

1702 — 1764. Gilbert Tennant.^ Sermons. 

1705 — 1779. Francis Allison, D. D. Classical Li- 
terature, Divinity.^ 

1706—1790. Benjamin Franklin. Natural Philo- 
sophy, Politics. 4 vols, of his works 
have been recently published by 
Wm. Duane, of Philadelphia. 

1712 Ebenezer Kinnersley, Natural Philo- 

sophy.* 

• See Franklin's Experiments and Observations on Electricity. 
London 1769. In this work Dr. Franklin makes acknowledg- 
ments to his friends, Thomas HopMnson> Philip Syng, and 
others^ for their assistance and hints. 
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Births. Deaths. 
1722 — 1793. 
1722—1808. 
1728—1803. 



1732—1803. 



1732—1796. 
1735—1789. 
1736 — 1763. 
1738—1791. 



1742—1767. 
1742—1798. 



1791. 
1755—1795. 



1793. 
1739—1798. 
1777 — 1804. 
1734 — 1808. 

1809. 

1810. 



James Sproat. Sermons. 

John Redman, M. D. Medicine. 

Wm. Smith, D. D. Sermons, Astro- 
nomy. His works in 2 vols, were 
published last year by his son 
Charles. 

John Ewing, D. D. Mathematics, 
Astronomy, Natural Philosophy. 
His lectures on Natural Philosophy, 
have been published in 1 vol. 8vo. 

David Rittenhouse. Astronomy. 

John Morgan, M. D. Medicine. 

Thomas Godfrey.* Poetry. Plays. 

Francis Hopkinson. Law. Miscella- 
neous Literature. Works in 3 vols. 
8vo. 

Nath. Evans. Poetry. 

James Wilson. Law Lectures. His 
works are published in 3 vols. 8vo. 

Lewis Evans. Map of the Middle 
Colonies. Analysis of the same^ 
Published 1755. 

Nicholas Scul3. Map of Pennsylvania. 
Published 1759. 

Peter Markoe. Poetiy. 

Wm. Bradford. Inquiry how far the 
punishment of death is necessary 
in Pennsylvania, 1793. 

Wm, Waring. Mechanical Philosophy. 

Jacob Duche. Sermons. 2 vols. 

John B. Linn. Poetry. Theology. 

J. Dickinson. Politics. Works in 2 vols. 

James Stewart, M. D. Medicine. 

Charlefs B. Brown. Miscellaneous 
Litei-ature. 



• Son oT Thomas Godfrey, inventor of the quadrant, called 
' Hadlf y's quadrant. 

r f 
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FrankRrCs Legacy. 

Dr. Franklin left one thousand pounds sterling to 
the corporation of the city, for the purpose of loaning 
** to such yovmg married artificers, under the age ot 
twenty-ftve years, as have served an apprenticeship 
in the city, and faithfully fiilfiUed the duties required 
in their indentures.'' Two sureties are required to 
sign a bond, with the applicant, for the repayment of 
the money ; the sums are to be proportioned by the 
discretion of the managers ; but none are to exceed 
^60, nor to be less than ^15 to each applicant. In 
order to serve as many as possible in their tum^ as 
ivell as to make the repayment of the principal bor- 
rowed, more easy, each borrower is required to 
pay, with the yearly interest, one tenth part of the 
principal, which sum of principal and interest, shall 
be again lent out to fresh borrowers. The interest is 
to be at the rate of five per cent, that is, one per cent, 
lower than the interest as est^lished by law. The 
corporation of the city were intrusted with the fund^ 
and requested to undertake the management of it ; 
and agreeably to the desire of the donor, it has been 
regularly loaned, and, at the present Jti^^i ^^ '^^^ 
creased to more than double the original sum. The 
following is the last statement of this fund, by the 
city treasurer. ^ 

Amount of interest at five per cent on obli- 
gations, on 31st December, 1810, « S9,06S 00 
Balance in the treasury, 483 80 

9,546 80 



Deduct amount of the legacy, originally 
one ttiousand pounds, sterling, 4,444 44 

Increase of the legacy on 31st December, 

1810, 5,102 36 
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The principle that actuated the benevolent deviser 
of the legacy was certainly highly praiseworth) , 
viz. the '' assistance of young married artificers in 
setting up their business ;" and originated from 
what occurred to himself, *' I have considered," he 
remarks, " that among artizans, good apprentices 
are most likely to make good citizens^ and having 
myself been bred to a manual art, printing, in my 
native town, and afterwards assisted to set up my 
business in Philadelphia, by kind loans of money 
from two friends there, which was the foundation of 
my fortune, and of all the utility in life, that may 
be ascribed to me : I wish to be useful even after my 
death, if possible, in forming and advancing other 
young men, that may be serviceable to their coun- 
try." 

At the end of one hundred years, if not done 
before, one hundred thousand pounds of the capital 
is to be employed in bringing the waters of the 
Wissahickon creek into the town, so as to supply 
the mhabitants. He also recommends making the 
Schuylkill completely navigable. At the end of the 
second hundred years, four millions, sixty •K)ne thou- 
sand pounds are to be divided between the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Philadelphia, and the govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania. 

Two thousand pounds were left by Dr. Franklin 
to the town of Boston, his native place, for purposes 
similar to the above. 
.■% 
Private Provision for the Poor* 

In p. 292, is given an account of the public provision 
for the support of the poor of the city and county, 
who are incapable of earning their living, by reason 
of age, or chronic disability, or who are sick and 
unable to pay for medical relief ; there is also relief 
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of Other natm-es provided for them, owing to the 
bounty of indivlduah. 

1. " The Fund for supplying the Necessitous Poor 
of the City of Philadelphia with Fuel,'* consists of 
the following species of stock, viz. 

One thousand nine hundred and thirty-two dollars 
eighty-eight cents of 3 per Cent, stock of the United 
States. This stock was purchased by the proceeds 
of a performanQcr v^ hoi-semanship, at the Old Circus, 
by the late M^^^jlicketts. 

Four shta-es of stock of the bank of Pennsylvania. 
This stock is a part of the proceeds of the old free 
masons lodge, in Lodge Alley, on part of the lot 
now occupied by the bank of Pennsylvania, and was 
sold under an act of the legislature of Pennsylvania, 
of 6th September, 1785.* 

Fifty shares of water loan. 

Twenty-seven of said shares were produced by d. 
legacy of one thousand pounds,, given by the late, 
John Bleakley, esq. by his will, dated 19th April, 
1802, to the corporation of the city of Philadelphia, 
as a fund to procure fuel during the winter season, 
&c. and the remaining 

Twenty-three shares were produced by the sum of 
two thousand two hundred and seventy-eight dollars 
fifty-nine cents, being the residuary legacy of Eli- 
zabeth Kearkpatrick,t which she bequeathed to the 
said corporation for the benefit of the poor. 

The annual proceeds of said stock is as follows, viz. 
Interest on S1932, 88, of 3 per cenlw ^57 96 

Dividends on the 4 bank shares, 128 

Interest on the 50 shares water loan, 300 



S485 96 



• See p. 290: 

t The widow of a house carpenter. 
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^ The above is distributed amongst the .poor of the 
city, in wood. 

2. *' The Fund, to relieve those who may be re- 
duced to the necessity of being placed in the City. 
Hospital, during the existence of the Yellow Fever,^*- 
consists of the following stock, viz. 

Twenty seven shares of water loan were produced 
by a legacy of one thousand pounds, which the late 
John Ble,akley, esq. by his will, dated 19th April, 
1802, gave to the corporation of the city of Philadel- 
phia, to establish a fund under the above name. 

During the yellow fevers of 1803 and 1805, the 
interest on the above stock was paid over to the 
board of health. 

The city having, providentially, had no visitation 
of the yellow fever since 1805, the interest which 
accrued on the above stock was, in the beginning of 
1611, directed by the councils to be invested in 
stock ; and it procured eight shares of water loan. 

So that said fund now consists of thirty-five shares 
of water loan, giving an annual interest of two hun- 
dred and ten dollars. 

Among the distinguished benefactors of Phila- 
delphia, the late John Keble stands conspicuous, 
he having left a verj*^ large sum in the hands of the 
epi3Copal ministers of Philadelphia, to be distributed 
to pious and charitable purposes, according to their 
judgment. 

Mr. Keble was indebted to the charity of the 
** Blue Coat Hospital of London,'* for his education. • 
He arrived in this country ver}^ young, and was for 
a long series of years a clerk in the land office of 
Pennsylvania. This situation furnished him with the 
opportunity of acquiring land upon advantageous 
terms, and of selling again to a profit to die large 
speculators, at the time when the land mania pre- 
vailed. His expenses being but small, and his in- 
F f t> 
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dustrjr unceasing, he accumulated a very large for- 
tune. By his marriage he acquired some property, 
which he by will bequeathed among his wife's rela- 
tions. The residue ot his estate, except some trifling 
legacies, he left to the trustees before-mentioned. 

The distribution was as foUows : 
To the contributors of the Pennsylvania 

hospital, - - - S20,80O 

To the Philadelphia dispensary, - 16,812 94 
To the Magdalen Society, - - 14,580 78 
To tjie Welsh Society, - - 3,077 74 

To the Humane Society, - - 2,218 50 

, To the Society for the Relief of Poor 
and aged Members of the German Lu- 
theran Congregation in the City of 
Philadelphia, &c. - - 1,075 

To the Pennsylvania Society for the 
~ abolition of Slavery, &c. - 1,096 . 

To the Philadelphia; Society for the Es^ 
tablishment and Support of Charity 
Schools, ... 3,184 50 

To the Hibernian Society for the Relief 

of Emigrants from Ireland, &c. - 3,127 94 
To the German Society contributing for 

the Relief of distressed Germans, &c. 3,271 94 
To the Society for the Relief of Poor and 

distressed Masters of Ships, &c. 5,335 50 

To the Society for the Institution smd 

Support of Sunday Schools, &c. - 5,198 
,To the Scots Thistle Society, - 3,349 17 

To the University of Pennsylvania, - 7,413 83 
To the Academy of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, - - - . 15,057 63 
To the Philadelphia French Benevolent 

Society, . . . . 704 e# 

58103,114 11 

m 
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The late William Carter, and Petty, two 

of the early inhabitants of Philadelphia, left one hun- 
dred dollars each, to be laid out in bread, to be an- 
nually distributed to the poor of the city, by the 
board of guardians. An additional provision for a 
supply of bread to the poor, arises from a donation 
of the late John Thompson, of two hundred dollars, 
which sum is to be equally divided every year be- 
tween the f^ Female Society for the employment of 
the poor ;" and the " Female Hospitable Society." 

The following was'omitted to be noticed among 
the charitable societies: 

Society for Promoting Vaccination among the Poor. 

On the lOth of March, 1809, a number of persons 
had a meeting, and declared by the following minute, 
" That the object of their assembling, was to consider 
of Ihe expediency of establishing a society for pro- 
moting vaccination, a preventive of the small pox, 
especially among the poorer class of society." On 
the 29th of the same month, a constitution was pro* 
posed and adopted, which provides for the appoint- 
ment of an acting committee of twelve members, a 
clerk, treasurer, and six physicians ; it also directs 
that each individual admitted into membership shall 
pay two dollars, and an annual subscription. 

The members of the society are divided into com- 
mittees, aad suitable districts of the cit}^ and liber- 
ties, being assigned to them, it is their duty to seek 
for objects recognised by the association, and report 
them to the physicians, who call at their ^respective 
dwellings, and vaccinate them free of expense. 

The physicians are paid by the socie^ for their 
professional services. The association is encouraged 
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to persevere in its labours, having already had about 
three thousand persons vaccinated. 

Tours in the Vicinity of Philadelphia. 

No city in the United States affords so many di- 
versified rides in its immediate vicinity, as Phila- 
delphia. Almost every street leads to a new route, 
which after a short distance, is crossed by other 
roads that lead back to the ci^, so that the ride 
may at any time be slKurtened at pleasure, without 
\he necessity of returning by the same route that you 
took when going out. 

The following tours are in particular worth notice. 

Proceeding down Fifth street, you enter the Pas- 
syunk road, and pass numerous gardens that supply 
the Philadelphia markets with vegetables; and se- 
veral cross roads that lead to the Gloucester point 
road, and to the lower bridge on Schuylkill. At the 
distance oF about three miles, by turning off to Uie 
left at the " Blue ball tavern," you come to the lux- 
uriant meadows of Schuylkill point or Greenwich, 
where a practical farmer, or an amateur, will be 
highly gratified by viewing grass fields, in the high- 
est possible state of cultivation, and covered with 
noble cattle. These meadows form the neck of land 
beti^reen the Delaware and Schuylkill, the inroads of 
which, on the exposed part, are defended by a strong 
bank, taced with stone.* 

Returning from those charming fields, to the main 
road, we pass many natural meadows, extending to 
the Schuylkill, upon crossing which, we land on State 
island. Turning the eye to the left, on the Delaware 



• The owners of those meadows are incorporated by law, and 
8f pport the banka out of a <;ominon fund. 
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shore, we seje two rows of buildings, part of which 
were erected at an early period, and used until 1801, 
as a lazaretto, for the reception of sick persons ar- 
riving from sea. Here the peaceable French settlers 
from Nova Scotia, were landed, and accommodated 
for some time, after being cruelly shipped off, and 
their settlement destroyed, by an English naval 
force, about the year 1756. To the south east and 
beyond these buildings, the flag at Fort Mifflin i» 
seen. Persons desirous of viewing that interesting' 
spot, may readily find a conveyance by inquiring^ 
at the ferry tavern. State island is the great resort 
of snipes and woodcocks, and on that account much 
frequented by our sportsmen. 

Proceeding down through an immense extent of 
meadows, equal in richness and produce to any in 
the world, for about a mile and a half, the -load 
turns off to the right, and comes out at the " Blue 
bell inn," on the Chester road,* or if a greater extent 
of ride be desired, after having proceeded along the 
right hand road a small distance, cne nrst road to the 
left, at the south end of" Boon's dam," may be taken; 
this leads through extensive natural meadows to Darby 
creek. The distance is about five miles, and the road 
level. In sight of the creek, on the Delaware, are the 
new Lazaretto, and the buildings connected with 
that establishment. Crossing the creek, in a scow, 
you come shortly into the southern post road, at the 
eleven mile stone ; turning to the left, you are with- 
in four miles of the town of Chester. At the first 
creek,/rom the turn off, on this road, is the tan yard 
of Messrs. M'llvains, where the curious may see 
the various manipulations in tanning leather, per- 



* The spade and shovel manufactory, at the BeU, will afford 
amusement to those who have not seen the process of making 
those common tools* 
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formed by mcfans of mechanical contrivances, which 
greatly diminish the labour of the process. 

Chester is the seat of justice of Delaware county, 
and in the early setdement bf the province was a 
place of considerable note. The Swedes who first 
settled in the town and adjacent land, named 4t 
'* Upland," after a province in their own country. 
It was here that the first EngHsh setders landed, and 
that Penn assembled the first representatives, and 
held the first court of justice. The house, in which 
the legislature sat, was standing a few years since. 

In the church yard, upon the back ot a dark stone, 
raised beneath an old elm, is; the following inscrip- 
ti<^. 

In Barbarian bondage 

And cruel tyranny 
For ten years together 
I served in slavery 
After this mercy brought me 
To nivcountry fair 
Atnasfldrowned was 
In river Delaware. 
On the other side is the followmg inscription : 
For 
The memory of Francis Brooke 
who died August the 19th 
1704 
Aged 50 years. 
If & more distant excursion, or a view of the cele- 
brated flour mills on Brandywine, be desirable, the 
main road to Wilmington may be taken. The mills 
are thickly placed on each side the stream -, and at 
one, or more of them, may be seen the various ope- 
rations oi the manufacture of flour, from the hoisting 
up ol the grain from the shallop, to the packing of 
the flour in a barrel, performed oy the ingenious ma«^ 
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^hinery of our countryman, and self tmight genii»^ 
Oliver Evans. 

Proceeding to the westward, by way of High 
street, the first object that strikes the attention is the 
bridge, over the Schuylkill; designed bydiat brigi* 
nal and self taught genius Timothy Palmer, of 
Newburypott.^ From the middle of this bridge, es- 
pecially if the tide be up, the eye will be gratified by 
a fine prospect of both shores, some handsome 
country seats being on the bank, and the land agree- 
ably undulated : the United States arsenal is seen in 
a. south-eastern direction, distant about two miles. 
Proceeding over the river, and ascending the hiU, we 
come to the board-yard of Messrs. M'llvains, where a 
few minutes may be agreeably passed away in view- 
ing an expeditious contrivance to dress shingles, by 
knives fixed in a wheel, which is connected with a 
shaft, and turned by a horse. A mafi and boy will 
readily dress, carry out and pile away two thousand 
in a day, but by attaching the works to a water 
wheel, die same hands could finish three thousand 
shingles daily. Two sets of hands might be employed 
on the same machine. The turnpike, leading to Lan- 
caster, takes to the right : the road due west, leads 
through the village of Hamilton, in sight, to West 
Chester, distant twenty-three miles. 

The great southern post road passes to die left : 
proceeding down it, you have a fine view of the city; 
and on the right are seen the progressive inclosures 
and improvements of land, which, after the woods 
had been cut down, was suffered to grow up into a 
thicket, almost impenetrable, until the recent sale of 
the lots ; and in a few years the land will be covered 



* For a particular account of the bridge, ^ec the Memoi]PS Of 
t&e Agricultural Society, Philadelphia, Vol. I,' 
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with the boxes of the citizens, whose avocations 
may not permit a more distant retreat from the heat 
of ^e town. 

At the distance of about a mile, is the ^' Wood- 
lands," the elegant seat of William Hamilton, esq. 
to which every genteel stranger has ready access. 
Here every diing will be seen, that can charm the 
eye, or gratify the admirer of rural scenery, the man 
of taste, the botanist, or lover of fine arts. 

About two miles down the same road, a white 
gate, on the left, points out the entrance to the bo- 
tanic garden of Mr. Bartram, which was begun about 
eighty-three years since, by John Bartram, ^id con- 
tains about eight acres. From the house there is a 
gentle descent to the river Schuylkill ; f«)m the bank 
of which a fine prospect opens of that river, and of 
rich meadows up and down on both sides. The De- 
laware is also seen at a distance. The garden con- 
tains many of the tall southern forest trees, which 
have been successively introduced by the father, or 
his son William, and have been naturalized, among 
which the following deserve particular notice. 

Cupressus disticha, bald cypress ; Pinus palustris, 
long leaved pine; Magnolia auriculata ; M, tripetala ; 
M. grandiflora. Franklinea Alatamaha, CEsculus pa- 
via, CE. flava, horse chesnut; besides many shrubs of 
great beauty and excellence : of all which supplies 
may be had. If the ride be continued to Chester, a 
stop may be made at the " Plough Inn," about three 
miles below Darby, from which place there is a 
charming prospect in clear weather, of the Delaware^ 
and the intermediate fields. 

North Eastern Route. 

Passing up^ Front street as far as the hay scales, 
tike the right hand road, and crossing the turnpike, 
(leading to Frankford, Bristol, &c.) you ride on the 
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* 

bs^nk of the Delaware through Kensington, called 
Shakamexunk by the natives ; here, in addition to the 
pleasing^ spectaple which is exhibited, of ship build- 
ing, in all the various stages, you are gratified tvith 
a fine view of the harbour ot Philadelphia; and of 
the village of Camden and Cooper's ferry, on the op- 
posite ^hore. It was here too, tradition tells us, that 
William PENN.iormed his first treaty with the 
Indian natf^es, in 1682: the stump of a venera- 
ble elm tree, (blown down March 3, 1810,) the 
branches of which is said to have iormed a canopy for 
the peaceful counsellors, may yet be seen on the 
bank, (immediately - in tront of a singularly con- 
structed, and ancient edifice) the only frail memorial 
to designate the spot where that primitive, and ce- 
lebrated negociation was conducted. 

Leaving the ri^er, you go to what is called the 
Point no Point road, passing the glass house, on; 
the. right ; and in addition to extensive market gar- 
dens, and several handsome summer ' retreats, you 
cannot fail to be interested by beholding a range of 
nleadow^ three mtles^ l<Hig9 banked in from the Dela-, 
ware, on which herds of cattle are seen grazing. 
Having progressed s^x miles up the Point no Point 
road, you nrs^ visit an inn, to which' the right 
hand way cl^dlM^, xw taking the left, may cross 
Franktorid creek, to a village of that name, now in 
sight. Alter crossing the creek, the ri^t hand road 
ja/hriM a very pleasant ride, and Comes out above 
Holmesbiu'gh, distant e'leven miles' from towntr. From 
Franfc^rd you may pass down the turnjpike to 
the city, and if you please, call at Hairo^gate, about 
a mile below the town, on the right. Whfen you have 
reached the city, iiom henceyyout ride will have been 
fourteen miles. If, when at FrankFord^ inclination 
prolnpt to a more extengive tour, you may pass up 
d^e turnpike, seven miies, to the Fox Chase tavern ; 
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a spacious whhe edifice, and wdl pity^ed inn, si- 
tuated at the junction of two lioads ; here you may 
deliberate whether, by pursuing the right hand one^ 
you win visit B£^, an elegant establishment, one niile 
northward of Bristol, and twenty mHes from Hii- 
ladelphla,* or take the left, and pass over a fine 
country, through the viRage of Morrisville, and 
thence across the Delaware bridge to the *«ity *f 
Trenton, in New Jersey. From Trenton you may 
return by the post road, through Bristol, and visit 
die rural dty of Burlington, immediatdy o pfMOfi to 
it, on the New Jersey shore*. 

From Frankford you m^ take anodt^r course* 
At th<^ upper end of tfae village a road passes otf 'from 
the turnpike terthe left hand; pursuing tbi&» yoi-ndc 
a few miles, passiaig Oxford omrch ; iheiieo, i shcnt 
distance to a f^ee Called the Vox Chase; h^re it^wifl 
be prmer te inquire the most direct way psM 
Friendrs meefing hoi»e, T Ablngton,}f near wiikh ^ 
die cave, lor many years inhabited by the eelefa:iated 
Benjamin Lay, a singidar but pious character, to 
JenkinTown: being now ten mile«^ from ihe city^ 
you iQayvetther ra&nm dierc-or proceed norivw^arikf^ 
four miles| to \yiHow Grove, wierje, at Rei^» tw^m^ 
you can be Well entertained : here is alsd a fiote 
spring, higltlyimp^gnated wMi iron, and a spacioui 
Mthh(»2se, supplied with the minersd watei*, for4i6 
ftccommocteioii oi visitors, ^ 

North R9uie. ^ 

The most direct way to Germraiftol^, is tojiass s 
up Thbd street, ^t die extlremi^ cfi which,^uiii€ct 



• The w&teris chalvbeate* andloslilytiMful mjc«M8 of fRite 
icbiUty, gwvel, jaunq&c^^ &c- 

•f Thi« place is very hellthfifl ; ttd* i* slw) % dialybcate 
spring of considerslile po^fert* 
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the turnpike rcad^ and at the distance of six miles 
from the city^ reach that health^l village. There, 
are to be had the well known wooBen hosiery, which 
bear the name of the town, manufactured in th^ 
femilies of the German settlers. GeriAantown is a 
summer rfetreat for a number of citizens, and ex- 
cepting its airy and elevated situation, being on 
the first ridge after you leave Philadelphia, it has 
little to interest or detain strangers. From this towa 
you may pass by several roads in a westwardly di- 
rection, into what is called the township line road, 
and thus vary the ride back to the city, which exhi- 
bits a fine view from the heights. Previously to 
leaving the township line road, and resuming the 
turnpike, into which it conducts you, about two 
miles from Philadelphia, you may be gratified by 
visiting ** Upaal botanic garden,^' established and con- 
ducted by Bernard M^Mahon. This garden is near 
the junction of the township line and turnpike road*. 
When you have reached the citjr, jrour ride will hav^ 
been thirteen miles. 

If, when 7t Germantown, you wish to extend yotir 
excursion, you may pass up the turnpike, through 
the village of Cresham, ascending as you proceed, to 
Chesnut-hill ;* thence to the Perkiomen creek: a 
short distance from the bridge which crosses that 
stream, are the celebrated lead mines, weU wordi 
visiting. The mineralogist will be amply repaid by 
his visit to this place. 

North Western RotUe* 

A most delightful ride is offered by pursuing the 
following course. Having crossed the Schuylkill 



From this place the view U extensive and picturesque. 
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bridge, (High street) take the first right hand road, 
this will conduct you . along the river Schuylkill, 
sometimes on its margin, at others on its high banks ; 
the tastetul villas scattered on both sides of this 
beautiful stream, added to the vafiegated decora- 
tions of nature, cannot fail to gratify. Having pro- 
ceeded on this road about four miles, you may either 
stop at MendenhalPs inn, or cross the river on a 
chain bridge of modern construction, a short distance 
above, and in sight of the falls, to a house of public 
entertainment, called the Falls Tavern, on the east;em 
side of -the Schuylkill. The oil mill of. Mr. Hagner 
at this place, may prove interesting to some. You 
are now on the Ridge road, and may either return 
by it to the city, go to Germantown, or proceed up- 
ward, passing Robeson's flour mills, on the Wissa- 
hiccon creek,''^ near its confluence with the Schuyl- 
kill, thence p.yer a fine picturesque country to Spring 
M:ll,t well worth visiting, near which is th« vine- 
vard of the Pe|insylvania Vine Company. 

You are now again on the n>argin oi the river, ai^d 
^i\\ certainly be- gratified with the scenery pre- 
sented to view; to enjoy which, on your return to the 
city, you may, (though the road is not very good) 
having crossed the Schuylkill at the ferry, proceed 
along its shore, visiting on your way, a soap stone 
quarry, and likewise be interested by witnessing 
twelve saws ingeniously contrived to move by water, 
for cutting large blocks of marble : a short distance 
below this, you cross on what is called the Flat Rock 



• The scenery up this creek is yery romantic ; the creek pass- 
es in a serpentine course among majestic hills, from the sides pf 
which rocks in rude disorder, impend over the stream. 

•j- This spring is a real curiosity. The water never freezes ; 
nor does that of the Schuylkill, for some distance above and 
below where the spring empties into it. 
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bridge, .buik last year^* thence go eastwardly to the 
Ridge road, and back to Philadelphia* 

The miiieralogist will not regret a scramble on ei- 
ther shore of the Schuylkill, froQi Spring MUl, to a 
few miles below. 

In addition to these short excursions around the 
city, strangers, who have leisure, would be gratified 
by the following tour. First, visit Easton on the 
lielaware, the views neai* which place, are uncom- 
j»only picturesque : one in particular, about four 
nailes on this side of the town, will conamand atten- 
tion. From £aston to the Wind Gap or opening 
.through the Kittatinny or Blue Mountain, the dis- 
*taiice is about twelve miles ; a visit to that place and 
to the Water Oap,^r place of passage of the Dela- 
murc through th^ same mountain, some miles to the 
«ast, will be ampl^ repaid, and an examination of the 
localities will furnish the geologist with materials 
for -an inquiry into the cause of those two singular 
disruptions of the great primordial ridge. From the 
gap, the rout may be to the Moravian, towns of Na- 
^zayeth and Bethlehem, where the primitive manners, 
and tfie peculiar discipline of that religious society, 
particularly at the latter place, 4:ann<^ iail to interest. 
Then proceed to Reading, inhere the grand views 
from the SchuylldlFs hank enchant the beholder w to 
Hummell's town, near to which is the curious and 
interesting Swetara cave } to Harrisburgh, on tfe 
Susquehanna, recently fixed on as the hiture seat 
of die state government ; to Carlisle, Chambers- 
burgh and Shippensburgh. Returning through York 
and Lancaster, the stranger will be gratified by pass- 
ing through a rich and highly cultivated country. 



♦ TWs byid^e is wett worth examiiuB|f. 
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At the sea sfc^re, Long Branch, N. J.: the Ycflov^ 
Springs, in Chester coonty, and Bath, liear Bristol^ 
on the Delaware, invalids will find health, gaietf 
md £uhi(m. 

Projected Improvements* 

In 1^90, a noble scheme was set on foot by some 
patriotic citizens of Philadelphia, to connect the 
Delaware with the western lakes by a chain of inland 
navigation:, and on their suggestion, commissi€me]^ . 
were appointed by law ^determine the most eligible -. 
route, and to calculate the cost of the intended mea- 
sure* Two companies were^ incorporated in 1791 and 
1792, to undertake the work; one, tor connectingJt^ 
Schuylkill and Susquehanna, a distance ot seVentyv 
nine miles, and the othfer tor uniting the waters of 
tiie Delaware and Schuylkill, along the ea^t bank of 
the latter river, sixte<:n miles to Norristown. Ti^ 
capital of each company was four hundred thoiUaiid 
dollars. An eminent engineer, front England, wste 
sent for, but in the eagerness to have the wovk fi^. 
nished, much money was expended befpire his aril^ 
vaL Upon a due examination of the ground a^d 
work of the Delaware and Schuylkill canal, ^ he re* 
ported that the whole might be comjdeted for tike 
sum subscribed ; six miles w^re nearly con^i^ted^ 
but the stockholders declinedpaying their instal- 
ments, and the work cease4* The legislature grant* 
ed a lottery to aid both canals ; the second class of 
which was badly managed, and thus the progrqss of 
the scheme was stopped, after two hundred and 
twenty-o^e thousand seven hundred and ten dollars 
ln^ been expetided*^^ 

' -:i%t.jwthe last session of the legblature^ a law wss 
paipiilA which it is to be hoped will have the effect 
of fishing this useful axHl important plan of intenuil 
iMtv]gation« 
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By th« law:, permission is granted for a rtnion to 
take place between the two companies, and to open 
a complete canal and lock navigation from one or 
more points on the river Susquehanna to the tide 
waters on Schuylkill or DelawM-e, or both ; also to 
contract for supplying the city and Northern Liber- 
ties and Southwark, with water, and making wet and 
dry docks. When the canal shall be completed, the 
property is to be vested in the company, for fiftjr 
years, and when the tolls shall exceed twenty -five 
per cent, neat annual profit, the excess shall compose 
a tiuul ior the redemption o' the canal, so as to render 
h free. Permission is also granted to extend their 
route to Lake Erie, or other waters of any qeigh- 
bouring state, by cadals and lock navigation, or- 
turnpike ; and to raise, by lottery, the sura of three 
hundred and tofty Aousand dollars as a sinking fund, 
on which no dividend can be raised. It is hoped artd 
expected, that congress will grant a icextain portion ' 
of tht ^north western territory, as a fund -to redeem 
the capital eacpended, and assist the cMip^y/ by 
loans, n-otn time to time, as ^ wort may progress, 
either, tn money or in certificate* of the United 
' Stat^, redeemable fcy^$aid extensive teiritory, fiinch 
by an itfaud watercommunication with the Atbintic^ 
will become highly valuaUe. Iti* also hoped an*?* 
expected, that fuiure legisktures, seeing the pro- 
gress, and convinced of the necessity and benefit 
arising to the statfe from Canals, will grant a sum of 
money per mile, whenever two or three miles may 
have been well finished and in joperation. 

Number of Carriages^ at d^erent times j in 
PhtladelfiMa* 

In the year 1759, an accurate list was takehdftbe 
oames^of every citizen, whokeptafoiu- wheel dmise 



d by Google 



346 mnMER OP CABRXAGB8: 

of any kind ;♦ fromwkich it appeared that thirty-sev- 
en was the whole number* Sing^ horse chairs were 
numerous. In 1772, there were eighty*eight four 
wheeled carriages*! In 1794, the receiver of^dutyon 
pleasure carriages, made the following return. 
520 Chairs and 33 Sulkeys. 

80 Light Waggons. 
137 Coachees. 

22 Phaetons. 

35 Chariots. 

33 Coaches*— -Total, 307 four wheeled carria«s. 
In 1801, when the tax ce£»ed, thefe were, elu- 
sive of the county^, 396 foiff wheeled carriages, and 
5&8 two wheeled chsdses* At j>reseiit there can be no 
4oubt of their beings mi)ich mul^idied.- The increase 
of public hacksy alone, would gread^ swell the amount. 



• MS. of tK« lale I. Norris. 
t MS. of P* du Simiti€«a* 



ERSATA. 

PftM 23> line 10 from the bottomr for ditpo^ithn read defi^^ 
tion. Page 42, line 12, from bottom* for succeed rpad succeeds. 
Page 44, line 3, dele are. Page 47, line 2, for lessened resid lessen. 
Pag^ 81, line 5/ for AmMtican tetAPennsyli^aman' Page 34, line 4, 
fi>r Gentler read Zei\fi$K. Page 84ylin& 5, for Auror^a Tead Corr^" ' 
spondent. For the Correction of error, respecting the Number (Jif 
Baily News-paper impressions, see the Appendix. Page 92, lin© 
8, for 1809 read 1789. Page 139, note, for 1803 tead 1804. Page 
144, UiM 13, from boHom, for cove rei^ con^ Pag« 33i»' w a few 
oopieS, the name of ^oseth Lovjnes was omitted among the ma- 
nagers of the Pennsjdvania Hospital. Page 322, line H from bot- 
tom, between ••anjr'^and "building," t^d other. Page. 324^ line 
4 from bottom, for S, W, read 8,jt. Line 3, from bottom, for 
JifiKfC^/i ^th* iiii^2/from bgttomtforWdi^A xt&ij^ 
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NEWS-PAPER IMPRESSIONS. 

In page §4, an error was committed, respecting 
the number of weekly impressions of News-papers# 

The following statement is given by Mn Robin- 
son, in his Directory for 1811. 

" Eight daily papers, distributing upwards of 8,328 
sheets; 4,500 in the morning, and 3,828 every even- 
ing. Nine papers, once a week, that distribute 7,058 
sheets: two, twice a week, distributing 1 ,992 sheets: 
tsvo, three times a week, that distribute 1,920 sheets.** 

In |)age 138, it is stated that Mr. Reuben Haines 
originated the idea of the Hose Companies ; but I 
now learn that the name of -Roberts Vaux, ought 
to have been connected with that ol his {'riend, on the 
occasion. The original plan of a Hose Company was 
sketched by him, with estimates of costs, &c. and his 
perseverance and judgment greatly aided in organ- 
izing the troublesome and novel undertaking. The 
other active and early members ot the first Hose 
Company, were William Morrison, Joseph h^ 
Samuel Hazard, J. P. Parke. 

The City Councils, by a recent ordinance, have 
afforded a partial aid to the Hose Companies, by the 
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grant of Bl^OOO, hut the entire expense should be 
defrayed by the public* It is certainly enough if the 
youth give their time, and risque tneir health and 
lives, in extingruishing fires, without being subject to 
the least expense* 

The Church of St. Michael, in north Fifth street^ 
belonging to the Lutherans, was omitted among the 
places of worship. It was built in t74Z^ and is 72 
feet, by 44 ; and 22 feet high. 

Among the notices of**' printing,*' p. 86, the Bible, 
printed and published by Robert Aitken, of Phila- 
delphia, ought to have been mentioned. He coramen- 
ced it in 1781, and finished it in 1782 : it was in 
12mo, and was recommended to the public paitronage 
by Congress. It was neatly executed. 

Page 21, 4th line from the bottom, after the word 
** formed," substitute die following for what is given. 
— " each of 396 feet : two streets, viz. Twelfm and 
Thirteenth, were added, each. 50 feet broad : from 
Thirteenth to Broad street, the distance is 528 feet ; 
and through the middle of this square. Juniper 
street, 28 feet broad, was laid out by order of the 
executive council during the wan'' Broad street was 
originally, &c. &c 
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'Where the residence of the subscribers could beitfeertaiaed^ 
it is noted in the list— although it is feared some errors have 
been made. As a fbw of the subscription Uats are not returned, 
some names are necessarily omitted. Forbothenwrs and omis- 
sions, the publishers request the indulgence of their pAt»>i». . 



E. H. Anne 
Lewis Albertttd 
Peter AUardioe 
W. Applepate 
Peter Am&rsQn 
Tho.Aibbridge 
Heiwy Atherton 
John B. Abbott 
Wm. Appleg^te - 
Conrad Albright 
Jsmes AbercromfaCi, 

D.D. 
B F.Allen 
John Antrua 
Bobert AtticeA 
Burgess AUt80D,IU>. 
Thonm* Allen 
William AUibone 
lleory Aetea 
£2ekiah Allen 
Samuel AndoriOQ 
William Abbott 
John Ashmead 
John Aviae 
John AUeut '« 
2indrew Ashton 



Smnuel Apderson 
Kathan Atkinson 
Johtt Armstrong 
John Altemus 
George Afraitage 
KiftOB Albertaen 
ktu\ JVbbott 
Jo^ Anderson 
John Austis 
Joseph. AnderMA 
David Andrews 
Clark Anderson 
John Allison 
George App 
Isaac Albertton 
Levi Arnold 
Abraham Albeigef 
Louisa Axford 
W. AUibone, jr. 
Enoch Allen 
Samuel Ake 
Lewis Albertie9 
W. Applegate 
WiUiam Ayres 
T.U. AltibOne 
JjtffUk Adams 
Francis Arieen 
Georw Apple 
Bavia AndersM 



John AbboH 
*)hn B. Abbott 
William Ashby 
John Afthton 
Charles Ash 
Peter Aljel 
Hexiry Abbett 

fiBLAWABS* 

John Adams 
W. J. Anderson 
-^aumel AskeW 

MABTLAIQI. 

P. Avery 
W. AtkiWbn 
Soi^ita Anderson 
Lewis Andover 
Hugh Addis 
T. 6. Arm«Jtrong 

B 

. pp|rKsn.vAViA. 
' WillWn Backms 
Thomas Birch 
George Barclay 
Thomaa Bowen 
Samuel B Bennett 
Aime Ch. Brandt 
Zara Button 
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A. Belin 
John Boyd 
Jsaiah BoileftU 
Thomas Brown 
John BamdoUar 
James Birch ^ 

Jacob BodSne 
S. BoisbruA 
Mary Bingets 
Susan Brooks 
Samuel Butcher 
George Bower 
Andrew Burknell 
Samuel Burd 
Alexander Byrne 
Edward C Brelsford 
Anthony BozoKh 
V. P. Bolton 
Joseph li. Barton 
TboB^ia W. Bell 
Oliver M Beckett 
WOUam Beers 
Levin Birchhead 
John Byrne 
Edward Brewster 
Thomas BiUmgs 
Abraham Buckeilew 
James Bessenett . 
Isaiah Bates 
John Barker 
John Bradley 
Jane Baker 
Jacob Blac^ofd ^ 
Kathiguiiel Bauling 
Joseph Bixjwn 
Stephen Beasley 
Samuel Bamett 
George Biistea 
John Baldwin 
Peregrine Bootes 
G. Brueston 
Joseph Bioom^eld, 2 
Jacob Bond 
Bradford &. Inskeep 
Thomas Boyle 
'ff. H Ba>ly 
John Beatty) jr. 



Abraham Bamet 
John L. Baker 
Samuel Borden 
J. H. Brinton 
John Binney 
Dobell Baker 
William Bunce 
Geor^ Buck 
John Bauch 
W. Bartoa 
Joseph Bamett 
A. Branneman 
Joseph Bowman 
Walhice Boyd. 
Davis Bevan 
Jacob Bond 
J. H.' Brinton 
Daniel Blcney 
John Btrkey 
Thomas E. Burr 
Bavid BeU 
Lewis Burned 
Jolui Bobb 
J. P Brdwn 
Benj. Buckman, jr* 
Jer. I», Bailey 
Joseph Blame 
Pnrsell Barret^t 
George Beale' 
Benjamin Brannan 
James Barnes • 
M.Bndd 

Joseph Ballentine 
Jacob Beoner 
Arch, Buriaou^ 
Isaiah Beck 
Joseph Beck 
John G. Bird 
Andrew Brown 
Cornelius Brown 
Francis Bmirgives 
David Burnes 
Frazer Baker ,, 
Jacob Bower 
David Brookes 
John Butcher 
John Best 



FlagBacaa 
John Biggard 
Jacob Blecker 
John Boyes 
Samuel W. Barnes 
Elijah Benton - 
\yilliani Brown 
Peter J^aker 
Charles Boyle 
Thomas Burke 
Andrew Bortel 
Henry Bainbridge 
Henry W. Biege 
T.:J. Brymnt 
Ab^raham Buck 
Alexander Brown 
John Brown 
,^roB> Baughmaa 
Mary Berry 
Samuel Baker ' 
Bbwis Bode|i 
Robert Bailey. 
David Bryan- * 
laoner Brown ' 
David Bums . 
Isaae^Bacon 
Samnel Bayne 
0eni^ Bui'get 
Aiithon;^ B^nezet 
John Buelongham 
Samaei Boggs 
Richard G. Ball 
iMlher Barnes 
&dward Brodis 
Geo. M. Blandfbd 
Jbhn Bamett 
Paul Brown 
John Bkmeft 
Jesse Burroif^ 
P. Books 
George Bower 
Jesse Bt-owa 
WniiamBfown- 
liar dn Beck 
Thomas Bed welt 
Joseph Itooks 
TlMoNts Banutt ' 



d by Google 



SUBSCRIBERS* KAM£S, 



361 



Samuel B. Bennett 
Charles Breese 
Abraham Blake 
E. C. Brelslord 
John Blandford 
Samuel Bassett 
Richard Boilby 
George Bostian 
T. B Blake, 
John Bums 
Abraham Brown 
Jacob Bilger 
Samuel Blair, jr. 
William Buzby 
John Bringhurst 
Sarah Bender 
Joseph Bamford 
Ricd. H. Benstead 
Samuel Burr, jr. 
Fennel Beal 
Andrew Bushnell 
Alexander BjTne 
Thomas Byrne 
Kidd Bilderback 
John Broadbent 
Edward R. "Butler 
John Bender 
J. P. Brulte 
Charles Bolton 
Christian Broom 
William Bonnell 
Samuel Borden 
Edward Beackley 
James BuUer 

NEW-JERSEY. 

Joseph Bloomfield, 

Governor 
W.W.Blake, 3 cop. 
Em. Beggary 
Arthur Barradolt 
Daniel Braddock 
John Brick 

PKLAWARE. 

Joseph Bringhurst 
Daniel Byrne 
Robert H. Barr 
J. W. Bael 



Thomas Breyer 
Daiiiel D. Blaney - 

MARYLAND. 

William Branson 
John Bosweti 
J. B. Bell 
E.M.Boyle 
Daniel Browne 
M. Brosius 
Fulford Brown, 3 co- 
pies 
Hugh Bonner 
John R: Briers 
George Beaue 
William T Bedford 
George Bennett 
Caleb BisLys 
W. Billington 
G. W. Betz 
Robert Boggus 
John Bell 
George C. Baker 
Boker & James 
Geo. Benner, 2 cops. 
Isaac Broughton 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Shubael BeU 

c 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

William Colton 
Joseph Comman 
W. P. Chandler 
S. Canley,jr. 
Samuel Curry 
John Conrad 
William Coale 
Abraham Clayton 
Daniel Castor 
David Coombs 
R. Chambcrlaiu 
E. H. Cane 
John Cook 
Josiah S. Curtz 
Florence Cotter 
Samuel H. Cagill < 
H h 



Thomas Carroll 
Joseph Coombs 
William Campbell 
Jesse Clark 
A. H. Cohen 
N. W. Coale, M.D* 
William Crawford 
Thomas G. Gable 
Joseph Compton 
John J. Clevelaiid 
James Caldwell 
Charles Caldwell, 

M.D. 
Samuel Coates 
Joseph Clay 
Francis Cooper 
S. H.Cox 
Charles Cist 
Peter Conrad 
John M. Chapron 
Ann Connell 
John Cox 
Joseph E. Collins 
George Chard 
John Craven 
Joseph T. Clement 
James Cresson 
Joseph Cresson 
J. H. Cresson 
WilliamCurrie,M.D. 
Josiah Cassey 
Daniel Cornwall 
Clark Chambers , 
John Carver, jun. 
James Cutbush 
Joseph Clendenin, 

and M. Slaymaker, 

13 copies 
Henry Crangle 
Joseph Cottrell 
Seymour Coates 
Leonard Cole 
Josiali S. Carty 
Caleb Cresson 
Thomas Carroll 
Peter S. Camon 
Ciileb Cresson, jr. 
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Thomas Crey 
John Clements 
Benjamin Canby 
Angus Cameron 
James Carson 
W. M. Candon 
Samuel S. Crouch 
William CoUor 
Jacob Clymep 
David Cook 
John Culen, jun. 
Hugh Crawford 
Samuel Crookett 
James Clinett 
Samuel Cowden 
Daniel Comwell, jr. 
Cook Curtis 
George Campbell 
Coke Clampitt 
John Crider 
Charles Common 
William Gonden 
John Clark 
Jacob Coleman 
Thomas Ci-aven 
Timothy Curren 
Thomas Calvert 
John Cooper 
Henry L. Coryell 
Joseph Campbell 
John Caruthers 
William Chapman 
Bernaid Conner 
John Cave 
Hannah Chancelor 
John Conrad 
James Conner 
William Cornelius 
John Call 
Thomas Citftis 
John Cook 
Thomas ConeroU 
John. Chase 
Geo. Chard 
James Campbell 
Florence Colter 
John CraT^fley 



Ann K. Ore wson 
William Cobb 
Edward W.Carr 
Patrick Carney 
William Christie 
John Craven 
Jr Craven 
P.ComicUy 
Caleb Coates 
Joseph T. Clement 
Caleb Clark 
Ezekiel Chambers 
Isaac Covert* 
Charles ColUday 
Samuel Canby, jr* 
John J. Cottringer 
John Clapp 
Dennis Cain, jr. 
Thomas Carter 
James Clark 
J. B. Cameau 
Barnfey Cole 
Elias J. Can well 
Michael Cooper 
Charles ColUday 
Jacob Cress 
David Collin 
Charles Culnan 
J.Chai-les 
George Coxen 
Joseph Cornman 
Adam Cornman 
John H. Clause 
John Cochran 
John Castello 

NEW-JBaSiY. 

Joshua Cooper- 
Edward L. Collins 
Evan Clement 
JaBies B. Cooper 
Isaac W. Crane 
Joshua Cooper 

DELAWARE. 

Samuel Canby 
John Comegys 
Peter S. Cannon 
Kobert Clement 



LewUCuilit 

MARYLANP. 

Andrew Clark 
Robert Craig 
John Clingmond 
Harlan Cloud 
Thomas Chesney 
William Cubb 
Samuel Cole 
John Chalmers 
John Criswell 
Philip Cromiller 
John S. Carter, jr. 
John B.Curtis 
J. & C. Clark 
William C, Cochran 
Jacob G. Cromwell 
Joseph Cox 
Jacob W. Corlies 



PENNSYLVANIA- 

Henry Dankell 
John Duffy 
Duffield & Clayton 
James Dyer 
Samuel W. Doak 
Isaac Donaldson. 
Jacob S. Durneil 
B.W. J-Itowlin 
George De Forrest 
Solomon I^ckinson 
James H. Dobbin 
WilUam Duncan 
D. Dencon 
Hugh Delany 
J. B. Debree 
Patrick Duff 
Benjamin Davis 
Samuel Dil worth 
William Diiane 
William Dickson 
Samuel Dufresne 
Jacob Dean 
Beniard Dahlgren 
Joseph, W. Downing 
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Joshua Doan 
John Duff 
W, T.Donaldson 
Walter W.Day 
Thomas DAyies 
Terence Dewitt 
Samuel P. Davis 
William Dover 
Benjamin Darlington 
Eli Davis 
John Devilt 
'Adam Duey 
Mat- Donnehew 
Aaron Dickinson 
Timothy Desmond 
James Dempsey 
James Davison 
John Dougherty 
Robert Dennison 
William Doi*on^ 
Thomas C. Doughty 
William Doughty 
Peter Deal, jr. 
Jacob S. Danielson 
^hris. Dil worth 
Geo. Dauderslagen 
Sampson Dover , 
Andrew Dunlap 
Daniel Davis 
Richard Dougherty 
Isaac Dilks 
Mead DaiTow 
William Daniels 
Henry Daniels 
Henry Dorringer 
John Dickson 
Adam Doterer 
'Jacob S. DsLniels 
Henry Dotterer 
John Davis 
William Davisson 
James Degroot 
Jesse Dewees 
Benjamin Duncan 
John Dull amy 
Thomas De Silver 
Samuel Darhy 



Noah Davis 
James Dorr 
George Deforest 
John Duffy 
Charles Doyle 
Thomas Dakin 
William DH worth 
Samuel B. Day 
Hussel G. Davis 
Gabriel Dull 
John Donaldson 

NfiW-JERSEY. 

H. W. Devanport 

DELAWARE. 

Joseph Downing 

MARYLAND. 

John Del ahoy 
M. H.DewaU 
James Dillon 
Israel Day 
Henry Dorrett 
George Deelby 
H. K. Dorey 
Zachariah Dore 
S. H. Deeble 
Val. Drawburgh 
COLUMBIA. 
Gabriel Duvall, 

Comptroller of the 

Treasury. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

John Ely 
John Edwards 
Lewis Emery, jun. 
William Kglesten 
James Edams 
Jacob K. Elfrith 
Robert Ehen 
Samuel Elliott 
John Eckstein 
Francis Elberson 
A. M. Eves 
James E. Ewing 
,Tohn Eberman 
Jacob D. Ehrenzeller 



James S. Espy 
Robert Elliott 
Joseph Ehrenfried 
Joseph Eastburn 
Thomas Elliott 
Joseph H. Edwards 
William Eyeless 
Abraham Everiiart 
Thomas ElHs 
James Eddis 
Thomas EngUs 
Samuel Ellison 
Robert T Evans 
James Ellison 
J. Eglee 
John Eddington 
Thomas English 
Peter Evans 
Robert Evans 
George Esler 
Cttiver Evans 
Jacob Eckfelt 
William Easley, 2 
Joseph Eager 
Charles Eberle 
James Ely 
Nicholas Esling 
Aaron English 
John Eipy 
George Ejmorft 
Henry Engeard 
John Ebling 
John Ent 

NEW-JERSEY. 

Evan Evans 

MARYLAND. 

Joseph Eck 
Jared Erwiii 
Robert Elliott 
W. Ehmborger 
WiUiam England 
Thomas Emory 
George Earnest 

F .^ ' 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pry& Kikfnmerer 
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Edward FUng 
M. Folkrod 
WUUam FcttcT 
Charles FUler 
Nathan Fry 
David Fentoi> 
Hannah JBYieburg 
TVlUiam Fisher 
Philip Ford 
William^ Forgrave 
Steward Furman 
N. L. Favre 
^3L.»B. Frank 
Tohn Foster 
G. J. Fricke 
Charles Foulke 
Thomas Fosler 
George Fetter 
John Fries 
Joseph Foster 
T. Forney 
Richard Ferrie 
Phil. Foster 
F.W. Flower 
John Freese 
Christian Fesmlre 
James Fullen 
James Fetters 
EliasFicker 
Lewis A. Fizel 
Jacob Funk 
Samuel Fisher 
L. H. Foot 
Michael Fopless 
George Fagundis 
Daniel Freytag 
Samuel F. Field 
John Fisher 
J, H. Fisher 
Barz. Fowler 
Michael Forquar 
Jacob Fitlerj jr. 
Daniel Fiss 
Sarah H. Featherby 
John Fisher 
G. Fosdick 
D. Fitting - 



George Flowers 
John Fulmer 
Nicholas Fricker 
John Finn 
George Fortune 
Godfrey Fetter 
"William Fisher 
Thomas Foster 
George Fetter 
Jonathan Farmer 
John Fawnshild 
B. B. Forepaugh 
Stejjhen Flood 
Peter Fetter 
Elijah Fowler 
Philip Ford 
Natlian Fry 
Jesse Ferguson 
George Palher 
James Fox 
\yilliam Foudray 
Joseph H. Fleming 
Samuel Folwell 
George Filler 
Jacob FolkrOd 
Hannah Fryberg ' 
Andrew Fisher 
Samuel J. Fulvilter 
Andrew Forepagh 

D. Freytag 
John Fox 
Samuel Faring 
Jacob Fagundus 
John A. B'ox 
Charles S. Fimeton 

MARYLAND. 

James Forrest 
John Fraley 
Elijah Forseth 
John Finley 
Daniel Fidler 
John Forward 

E. H. Flannis 
Richard Folher 
R. E. Forrester 
John Francis 



PENNSyLVA:^A' 

Thomas D. Green 
ElijahGriffiths, M.p. 
James De Groot 
John Gilder - 
Moses Gillihgham 
Basill Gash 
WilHam M. Gardner 
Peter Grim 
Jacob Gilbert 
J. L. Grant 
Moses Griffin 
Joseph C. Griffin 
Patrick Gallagher 
James Gardiner 
John Gossline 
Jacob^osline 
John Garwood 
J.W.Gibbs,jun. 
S. C. Graham • 
George Govett 
Daniel Geary 
Samuel P. Griffitts, 

M. D. 
Peter George 
John Goodwin 
John K. Graham, 
James Graham 
John Griffin 
George Guiger 
AVilliam Grinnel 
Ann Gansler 
James Gordon 
John Gephart 
Benjamin H. Given 
Thomas D Green 
Joseph Grubb 
James GilUngham 
Aj^aham Clause 
jJRph Glading 
Jonas Gleason 
William Gay 
George GrafF - 
Enos Gay lord 
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Jos. Gosner 
Charles Green 
M^ns)^ Green 
Robert Griffiths 
Clem.-Oarrison 
Jacob Gross 
George Gi*avea8tine 
Cyrus Gamble 
Aug' George 
Joseph Gilbei*t 
Gasper P. Gideon , 
Pavid Glen 
Isaac Green 
Jos. Gatchel 
S. W. Greble 
William Gaiilt 
Jqhn Goodwin 
Joseph Grinner 
Joseph Griffith 
Anthony Gale 
Peter Gone 
John Gi-ubb 
John GuUen 
M. Gobler 
J. Gilliams 
Job Gibbs 
David, Gibbs 
John Gihon 
John GermoB 
Alexander Gibson 
John Cioodman 
Valentine Gardner 
Jacob Gardner 
MarlcGoforth 
Godfrey Gebler 
Daniel Guirey 
JohnF Guiot 
John Garrison 
William Garrigues 
Stacy Gillingham^ 

NEW-JERSEY. 

S. Gandy 
Joel Gibbs 

DELAWARE. 

ChristianGriffinburg 
William Glasgow 



MARYLAWB. 

Isaiah Green 
John Gill 
James Greeves 
Alexander Giflford 
Joseph Geffiars, 2 
Neal Glendy 
Charles W, Govett 
Henry B. Griffith 
John Gamble 

COLUMBIA. 

Albert Gallatin, Sec. 
of Treasury, 2 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Elbridge Gerry, Go- 
vernor 

H 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

George Halloway 
Rosina Hamel 

Hall 

Samuel Harrison 
Nathan Harper 
John Heyl 
Joseph Hulme 
W. J. Henry 
Asbury Hancock 
John Harland 
W.H.Hart 
Addis Hays 
Joshua Hill 
M. Hewson 
Jacob Horn 
Jacob Hawse 
John Hills 
Mahlon Hall 
John Hoftahen 
Peter Halne 
John Hudson 
John Heniy 
Josepyh Haisell 
Samuel Hawey 
Daniel Hunt 
David Hizer 
W. Holdemesse 
H h 3 



Neal Heardy: 
S. W. Hobson 
C. Hopkins 
J . & A.Y. Humphreys 
W. Harrison 
Joseph Hugg 
James Hillings 
Christian Hight 
Joseph Hutton 
William Harper 
John Hoskins 
John Heins 
Samuel Harman 
Thomas M Hall 
<Jabriel Hoiiman 
Benjamin Hutton 
Robert Hill 
P. Henri 

GeorgeE.Hutchinsaa 
Jacob Herbert 
George HoUis 
Valentine Hoff 
John Herbert 
George Hambright 
Aug. Heinitsh. 
W. Hambright 
H. E. HeiniUh 
George Hoff, jr. 
Jacob Heetz 
James Henry 
David Hoops 
T. W. rtiluheimer 
John Hooff 
W. J Hay 
Daniel Hogeland . 
Sol. Headley 
Kp. W. Hutchinson 
Charles Hicks 
Mathew Hopkins 
M. Hewson 
Samuel Henderson 
Adam Ha.is 
Thomas Hirst 
Henry Holdship 
Thus. Hugan, Scops. 
J. T, Hart 
Christian HUt 
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Peter Ilitles 
Henry G. Hetleif 
Jos. Hickerbottom 
Wiiliam Holdcraft 
Abraham Hawkins 
William C. Hancock 
Jacob Horn 
Jonathan Hoffman 
John Hoskins 
George W. Hugg 
Thomas Howard 
William Holmes 
CMrWs HiU 
Jos. Henry- 
Samuel Hosenstile 
John Hill 
John Humes 
Henry Heigart 
Isa^u: Haller 
Thomas Holmes 
William A. Hart 
Walter Harper 
James Hayes, jr. 
Jac. Hauringsbaugh 
Daniel Hesser 
Thomas Hufty 
Amos Hallahan 
Jer. Homketh 
Elias Howell 
John Hart 
Amos Hoops 
Bmamiel Hamming 
Edward Harlin 
Charles Hieks 
fieorge C Hannor 
Samuel Hoffman 
John Harrison 
Jacob HamshejT 
Nat Hukon 
John Hoover 
jEleazar He wson 
John Hardy, jr. 
Richai*d Hodges 
James Humphreys 
Samuel Hoilman 
David Haynes 
Peter Homberger 



Richard Hicks 
Peter Hughes 
Jacob Horn 
George tfousef " 
Benjamin Hilbom . 
Jonathan Hilbom 
Joshua Hill 
Jeremiah Hulbll - 
AsL^ary Hancftk 
J. Hawze 
George Hatze 
Wttliam Hoover 
H. Hughes . 
Robert Hare 
John Hamilton 
Addis Hayes 
John Henry 
Nat. Hantch, jr. 
Hoveman & Bankor 
John Hubley 
Hugh {luston 
William H. Hart 
Peter Hanse 
John H. Harding 
Isaac Hoifman 
Edward Holbrook 
Samuel HommcU 
Josiah Haines 
'Elijah Hammond 
John Hill Carpenter 
Robert Hamill 
Joseph Hudson 
Isaac Hozey 
Robert H. Hamilton 
Horn & Knears 
Henry Hesler 
Charles Higbee 
Amos Hamer 
Abraham Hubbard 
Jabez Hoops 
William Hottenstein 
Ezekiel HaU 
Andrew Hea<hnan 
Daniel Hunn 
George Haven 
John Hudner 
UughHasJett 



David Henderson 
James Hudson 
George Hedderiey 
Charles Harfort 
James Han&m 
H. Hurson 
William Huley 
Caleb Hughes 
John Huneker 
Thomas Heaten 
George Henry 
James A. Hunter 
Andrew Hdrton 
Adam G. Harris 
George Triamilton 
Samuel Hill 
Thomas Hoskins 
S« Houston - 
John Hill 

NEW-JERSKY. 

S. H. HolliTigshead* 

2 copies 
Samuel W. Henning» 
Charles Hannah 
James Hickman 
E. T. Hollinshead 
Samuel HoUinshead, 

2 copies 

DELAWARE. 

Samuel Hanson 
Daniel W. HastHs 
John Hamilton 
William Hood 

MARYLAND. 

Thomas Howard 
William Hughes 
William Hayes 
P. H. Hegjan 
Morton Hagner 
Richard Hill 
Joseph Hart 
Hugh H. Handy 
William Handy 
J. & R. Hazard 
J. W. Holies 
Francis Hofi['man 
Alexander Huii^r 
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Jain69 Harrison 
Thomas Holmes 
W. Hubbard 
EUsha Hall 
Peter^Hammer 
Peter Hahm 
Solomon Hopkins 
Jonas Handon 
William Hilt 
WS. Heath 
Barney Hinthoff 
■William Houltone 

COLUMBIA. 

Paul Hamilton, Sec. 
of Navy, 2 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Benj. Homans, Sec. 
of Commonwealth 

ij 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Thomas W. Jones 
WH. Israel 
David Jones 
Samuel P. Jones 
Joseph Justice 
T. D. Jones 
Elizabeth Jackson 
Jo»afr Jones 
John J Johnson 
Thomas G. Jones 
Charles Jones 
Thomas Jones 
William Jones ' 
Absalom Jones 
John Jennings 
Robert S Johnson 
W. R. Jones 
T.C. James, M-D. 
T. D. Jones 
Isaac Justin 
W. D. H Jones 
Philip Jacobs 
Jacob Johnston 
William Jaaies 



Ebep Isbell 
David Ireland 
William B. Jackson 
Morgan Jackaway 
James Jones 
W. P. Johnson 
Issachar James 
John J Johnston 
Robert S. Johns 
John Jackson 
Thomas Jackson 
William Jones 
lianiel Jeffries 
Joseph Johnston 
James Johnston 
Benjamin Jones 
Joseph L. Inglis 
John Jones 
Kenneth Jewell 
John Johnston 
Stephen Jameson 
Jacob Johnston 
John C. Jennings 
Daniel Jones 
Joshua Jones 

HBW-JERSBY. 

Joseph Jones 
Philip Jones 
John Jones 

MAftYLAND. 

Joseph Johnston 
E. Johnston 
William Jones 
Ellis Jones 
A. Q. Judlin 
Walter JenMns 
William Johnson 
Samuel Jay 
John James 
A. Jones 
James Jenkins 
Joseph Jones 
Thomas Jackson 
George Jones 
Henry Jenkins 
Wilfiam Jones 
James Jackacn 



VIRGINIA. 

Thomas Jefferson, 

Late P. U S. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Edward Jones 

K 

PENNSYLVANIA.* 

Thomas Kreutson 
Philip Kearney 
John Knorr 
Morgan Krewson 
Andrew Kein 
G. V. B. Keim 
Henry Kuhor 
R.T. Kennard 
Joseph Kay 
licwis P. Kinsey 
Sarah Keen 
John Kern 
John Kerr 
Joseph Keen 
James Kerr 
Jesse Kelly 
Jacob Keen 
Samuel Kelly 
John Keen 
Peter Kline 
Jacob Kirk 
David Kisep 
William Kisler 
James Kerr 
Andrew Keen 
John Kiegler 
Peter Keyser 
George Knorp 
Jona. Knight 
John Kunius 
Luke KillingswoPth 
Michael Kensil 
Peter Kurtz 
Abraham Keiper 
J. H. Koons 
Jacob Kuenlzel 
Henry Kammepy . 
Isaac P. Kenned^ 



d by Google 



366 



SUBSCIUCWBS' KAMSS. 



HeniyKripd 
Jacob Korndafier 
John Kersel 
John Kensel 
John Ker 
Amos Ketcham 
Levi Kendall 
Timothy Kirk 
Sftmuel Keya 
Daniel Knight 
Jacob Kenebey 
T. Jdc Kean, jp. 
Joseph Kaigmn 
John Kechier « 

George Kemble 
mchard Kane 
George Kurtz, jr. 
John King 
William Kelly 
George Klingle 
William D. Kennedy 
Geqi^e Krouskop 

MARYLANXX. 

Charles Ket«an 
J. H Kaasey 
Heniy King 
John T. Keppler 
John Kingston 
Henry King 
Bdward Kelley 
Peregrine Knight 
James Kite 
John Krause 
William Keslcr 
MASSAC H¥SKTTSU 

Daniel KiUnan 



TBHMSTLVAKIA. 

Edw* JLawrence 
Henry Lacky 
W. D. Lewis 
LaLevie 
W. A. Lee 
A. Lougbbridge 
JaneJL.«adoa 



George Lekman 
Joseph Lownsbury 
Dnniel Levan 
James Lipp 
Joseph Lea 
John Lewis 
William Levis 
Thomas Leiper 
J B. Labrouse 
C. Lu Lawrence 
Felix Leeds 
Jonathan Lukens 
James M. Leanai'd 
(William Lindsey 
Josiah Longstreth 
James Large 
William Leven 
George Leisley 
Thomas Love 
Anth. Le Bon 
William Logan 
John Longacre 
Nat. Ughtner 
M. R. Lockerman 
— — Lefevrc 
Joel Luken 
William A. Lee 
Thomas Long 
Peter Leatherbury 
Ann Longnette 
lUchard Lone 
William Lee 
John Link 
Samuel Landis 
Jesse U, Landis 
John Limebumer 
James Love 
George Lower 
John Loder 
Jos. Longsberry 
William Lefeber 
John Laver 
Thomas Utle 
William lippincott 
James Long 
Nat. Leech 
James Long 



Henry Ltak 
Thomas Lecount 
Joseph Laveli 
Isaac Loyd 
Charles Leeds 
Jesse Linton * 
Jamea Lai^ 
Philip Lawry ^ 
Hezekiah Lewis 
Bamet Lewis 
Edward Lawrence 
John Leadheater 
Daniel Levan 
Caleb Lownes 
George Lentz 
Samuel little 
Job Lewis 
Bateman S Loyd 
James Livingston 
Thomas Lalkins 
William Lea 
Heniy Lackey 
John Lambert 
John Lore 
Jane Long 
Joseph LaunsbuiY 
Robert M<Laughliii 
Stephen Ldttell 
J. Lehony 

Christian Lashev . 
Martin Ludy it 
George Lvbrand 
John Lochard 
Xharles Lesher 
Fred.LuU 
John ii. Linker 
Moses Lyon 
William Lace 
James L^ndall 
Christian L003 
Benjamin Untoa 
John Lewis, jr. 

SBLAWARS. 

C. Logan 
B. F. Luff 

MARY LAUD* 

George l«ktiff 
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Thomas Letter 
Francis Levering 
James Lenew 
Charles Lebon 
Daniel Lorrabee 
Philip Littig 
Alexander Logan 
Charles Latherby 
Jesse Leedum 
Thomas Lester 
MASSACHUSETTS, 

D.W. Lincoln 
M 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

W. Milnor, jun. ^ 
Benson Menagh. 
John Mercer 
Debby Magee 
Thomas Morris 
Jaihes Mott 
John Mustin 
Joseph Maylin 
G. H. Miller 
Robert Meams 
Andrew M'Kee 
Allen Middle ton 
Morris Morrison 
Samuel M*Cluryir 
Philipr Mitman 
Patrick M*Cany 
George M*Mor 
Abraham Marshall 
Charles More 
Ebenezer Murrey 
"William S. Morris 
Thomas M^Donagh 
John Markley 
John Myer 
. William M*Elroy 
J. P. M*Elroy 
Thomas Mitchell 
Jer. M*Cheney 
John Muster 
John Millar 
Samuel Maple 



\V.M*Cawley 
Joseph S. Morris 
John Morton 
C. Montant 
James .Matthews 
William Meredith 
James Murphy 
Andrew M*AlUster 
John M'Clead, jun. 
J. B. M*Coi*le 
John Myer 
Thomas M*Kean, jr. 
John Miller 
Samuel Macahacn 
Jacob Murch 
F. M. Moxent 
J. B. Musgrave 
John Morris 
Andrew M*Gee 
John Mayer 
Arthur May 
WiUiam M*Knight, 

jun. 
p. Malony 
Joseph Mosher 
John I. Mayweg 
James M*lntire 
Charles Mowry 
Gab. Mitchell 
George M*Dill 
James Monderson 
Benjamin Meredith 
Thomas M'^ly 
John J. Mason 
Archibald M'Queen 
John Muir 
Ed. W. Mitchell 
John M*Cormick 
Amelia Munro 
Jacob Morton 
Enoch Manery 
John M'Donald 
Chris. Moss 
Pat. M*Cutchen 
James Mullen 
John S. Miles 
Jacob Mid41el9n 



Benjamin Miffiin 
Thomas Makey 
Charles Morton 
Jacob Miller 
David M*Kee 
'William Milliken 
John M*Curdy 
Thomas M'Can 
Thomas M<Caughen 
J. Mitchell 
Mary Moor 
M. Morrison 
Isaac M*Kee, jr. 
John Matthews 
William Macley 
Henry Mye^s 
Michael Mitchell 
•George G. Myers 
Thomas Morris 
Benjamin Molyneux 
Jacob Montgomery 
William Myers 
Samuel McMillan 
John Murphy 
John MThail 
William Melvin 
Edward M*Clee 
James M*Camey 
Henry Munsay 
Isaac Macauly 
James M'Maiters 
Hu^ M*Almon 
Malcom Murphy 
John C. Miller 
Jos. Myers 
Jacob Moser 
Ashton Moore 
Nath. Moore 
William Mason 
John Mitchell 
John Maxwell 
Samuel M*Clung, jr. 
William M*Caster 
Morris Morrison 
George Mellor 
Joseph Medary 
Samuel M'Mahen 
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Willkm Murfti 
Luke Mfihie 
Keneth M'Coy 
John Miller 
John Miller, jr. 
Samuel Macnsrnui 
Arch. M^Crelish 
Jacob Merkle 
James M'Bwen 
Hu^h Morrison 
IViiUam M<CoUki 
John Magee 
W. M'MuUen 
J. M<Micha^l 
John Molan4 
J. R. M*Mullen 
Charles Miller 
Daniel M*Keighn 
Joseph MaXfield 
P. M«Kcll 
John Mercer 
Lincey Munns 
John Maitin 
Alexander I. Miller 
Abraham Marshall 
Charles Mason 
Bobert M^MiOlen 
'William Myen 
Joseph M. Martin 
John.S. Malone 
William Milward 
Philip Mitman 
J. Means 
T.B. Mccarty 
Azal Mead 
James M*Kee 
James Moore 
William Morrison 
John M^Daniel 
WUham l^fiddkton 
Edward Mulock 
Joseph M. Mace 
George Magraijv^ 
Georgpe Macgarg^ 
Anthony Mason 
John Myers 
M^a»r MftterrfA 



George W. Morgan Nathan Moore 
Berj. Mitchell, jr. John Mitchell 
Samuel Miles 
Samuel Moore 
MichrMaguth, 2 co- 
pies 



James M'Adam 
John Monison 
Daniel Morrison 
James H. Moss 
Thomas Murphy 
Samuel M*Bi vde 
AVilliam Mecks 
Jacob Mellmeyer 
James M'Phersoh 



John Meer 
John Mull 
Carey Meeker 
James Mackinley 
Emmor Matlack 
William S. MahieU 
Daniel Miller, jr. 
Aaron Marshall 
John M*Coy 
James Mather 
John M*Gloud 
Thomas M. Adam 
William M*Murtrie 
George W. Myers 
John M'Queen 
William M«Farlan 
Daniel M'Cormack 
Charles Marbacker 
Robert Mills 
James Mertes 

NEW-JERSEY. 

Richard Matlock 
Arch.Moffet, jr. 
William M*Knight 

DELAWARE. 

Eli Mendenhall 
Robert H'Murphy 
Andrew Morris 

MARYLAlfO. 

Benjamin Meredith 

^lomoD Morton 

Isaac Madeira 

Geo. Miltenberg^r 

George Montgomery iohn North 

Samuel Menskey Rudolph Neff 



PENNSYl.VANI^. 

Daniel Newman 
John Naglee 
James Nice 
Joseph ParkerNorris 
J.W.Norris 
David Nielson 
J. J. Negrin 
Cornelius Nafa 
John Norris 
Jos. W. Norwood 

B. Newcomb, jr. 
Benjamin Naglee 
James A. NichoU 
Levi Nice 
Ithamas Nichols 
Moses Nathans 

C. Naphey 
John Nufus 
Leonard Naglee 
James Naglee 
Frederick Nice 
John Naglee 
Benjamin Naglee 
James Nice 



Arthur Miller 
John Morton 
John Mason 
W. M*Clerf 
M'Kinley & Hopkins 
G.W^Mifier 



Benjamin Newport . 

KEW-JERSET. 

ijKrdner Nichols 

DELAWARE. * 

Geor^N. Netimnta 
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Alexander Noble 
Rose well Noble 
Xikwson Newman 

o 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Oriffiih Owea 
George A Oat 
Kichai-d O'Hara 
Pat. O'Neal 
John Ott 
Joseph Osborn 
D. O'Connor 
James Ovem 
Joseph Ogilby 
John Ormrod 

MARYLAND* 

Jonathan Ogden 



, PENNSYLVANIA. 

tV. W. Potter 
J P Parke 
Daniel Porter 
H. B. Pennock 
Isaac Parker 
Thomas Potts 
Jer. Pearson 
Joseph S, Paxson 
Israel Paxson 
Bdwai'd Pennington 
Joseph Pai-rish, M.D. 
G. W. Pool 
Elisha Parker 
John PoUora 
Robert Patterson 
Richard Pryor 
Isa/c Peirce 
Stacy Potts 
P. 3 Phy8ick,M.D. 
John A Paxton 
Chandler Price 
. John Porter, jun. 
Jacob Petern^an 



Henry Pow^s 
William Patterson 
•Daniel Pettybone 
Ant A. Palmer 
James Patterton 
John Potts 
John Y. Poop 
James M. Porter 
John Passmore 
John L. Perry 
Joseph Piper 
George Pierie 
Edward Packer 
William Pidgeon 
Isaac Pearson 
William Painter 
Lazarus Pine 
James Peel 
Daniel Porter 
Parmentier & Co. 
David Potter 
Peter PoUin 
John Patrick 
Thomas F. Pancoast 
Samuel Philips 
ElJakim Pitcher, jr. 
John Pennington 
Thomas Parent 
William A. Paul 
Jas Ph. PugUa 
Henry Perkms 
Thomas Peck 
William Preston 
Conrad Pfaff 
John Peirce 
Winiam Patterson 
Jacob Parcell 
James Posser 
David Penniville 
Joseph K. Painter 
Robert Pennock 
William Price 
William Piatt 
Thomas Pickering 
John Philips 
Rowland £?hilip» 
John Pollin 



John Point 
George R. Powell 
William Preston, jr. 
Henry Parker 
Right Pilling 
John Pfaff 
Joseph Pepper 
George W. Pool 
John Potter 
James Packer 
Joseph Parker 
John Pollin 
Joshua Park 
David F. Parsofls 
Rob. Price 

NEW-JERSEY. 

J. H. Puesling 
Isaac Pine 

DELAWAal^ 

GeOrge Pierie 
Thomas Perkins 
Thomas Panell 

MARYLAND. 
J. H. Puckett 
John Pickett 
George PattersOA 
R. Philips 
Rezin Pool 

Q 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

George Quaigley 
Moses Quainby 
Patrick Quin 

R 

PENNSYLVANIA*. 

Jacob Jiush, Bsq. 
Robert Ralston 
J. F. Ronckendorff 
John Reilly 
James Rice 
J Reeves, jun. 
Isaac Ueed 
h. P. Riter 
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John Rone^ y 
James Ross "^ 
J.H.Robr 
Philip Rieley 
Heniy Read 
Hennr Rigby 
Israel Robinson 
Ross R. Richardson 
John Richman 
John Riley 
R. Rawley 
Charles B. Rees 
Richard Renshaw 
John Riddle 
William Rowlins 
Benj aminRu8h,M.D. 
John Rogers 
Enoch Roberts 
S J.Raphael 
William Runcher * 
Samuel Re a 
Rowland & Gordon 
Luke Reily 
James F. Rock 
Jesse Roberts 
Patton Ross 
Abel Ross 
John Richman 
Jacob Rightly 
Anthony idee 
Jacob R' Runyan 
John Rorer 
Richard Renshall 
Jos. Russell 
John Robinson 
R, Roberts 
Henry Ross 
John Russell 
Isaac Rickhaw 
Jona. Rhea, jr. 
W. H. Ross 
Chris. Repoon 
James Roe 
Andrew Reese 
Thomas Roney 
George Rush 
Michael Rutz 



Aquila Randall 
Joseph RandaU 
Joseph S. Riley 
Thomas Rea 
John Y. Rennedy 
Benj. Rittenhouse 
Jos. Robins 
John Regan 
AnthonyW.Robinson 
Peter Reynolds 
Moses Rogers 
John Robinson 
Elias Reynolds 
Mathew Rea 
Samuel Richards 
Benjamin H. Roberts 
Jacob Rink 
Thomas Reak 
Samuel Ruck 
Israel Robinson 
Thomas Roberts 
John E. Rush 
A. Ross 
Hannah Roney 
Ross B. Richardson 
John A. Rohr 
Joseph Rogers 
Thomas J. Rogers 
Jacob Rogers 
Mark Richards 
Chris. Randall 
Phil. Rutley 
John Reynolds 
Joseph Richards - 
Daniel Roter 
Charles D. Ronary 
Samuel Roberts 
Richard P, Ridgway 
John Rively 
Jacob Reedy 
John Roads 
John H Rettew 
Isaac Remington 
Thomas - Rowland 
Joseph Rook 
Joseph Robins 
Philip Bidabock 



Josiah Raybold 
Charles Rurk 
Timothy Rose 
John Richardson 
Chris. Rinimery 
Alexis Ricaced 
John Richards 
John P. Robert* 

KEW-JSRSEY* 

Daniel Reiad . 
David Read 

DELAWARE. 

John Ross 
William Robinson 
Jesse Richards 
Thomas Rawlinge 
Alexander Reynolds 

MARYLAND. 

Elisha Reynolds 
Samuel Hay 
Johii Rowell 
John A. Rook 
Miles Ray 
R. R. Roberts 
D. E. Reese 
James Rouse 
Richard Reynolds 
John P. Rose 
Benjamin H. Rush 
Charles Roberts 
John Robinson 
Henry Reese 

CONNECTICUT. 
Joseph Rogers 

RHOBE ISLAND. 

Robert Rogers 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Simon Snyder, Go- 
vernor 

Eleazar Sluin 

John ^mith 

F. D. Saltorst 

C. Shults, juJi. 

J. %tkwet 
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Thomas Stephens 
Abraham Speal 
G. R. Smith 
W. F. Swift 
Samuel Scattergood 
Eliz. Snyder 
Andrew Schoch 
Shallcross&RichM'di 
Joseph Schreiner 
David Shuster 
S. Sailor _ 
George Stock 
Sam. E. Shotwell 
N. Smith, jr. 
Ralph U. Smith 
James Shepherd - 
Edward Smith 
Charles J. Sutter 
John Scott 
Charles G. Smith 
Jac. Shrack 
Silas Snow 
W. Sitgreaves 
William Smith 
Samuel Shinn 
William Singleton 
Henry Schreiner 
Charles Smith 
Aaron Simon ton 
J. W. Simonton 
Jos. Shoemaker 
William Sweeny 
Cornelius Stevenson 
Henry J Stackart 
Jos. Simons 
William Stockton 
William Staughton ^ 
J. J. Shoemaker 
Charles Shafer 
William Smith 
David Swarts 
B. Shortmack 
Daniel Strieker 
Henry Sheaff 
Catharine Shay 
Lydia Street - 
Edward Shrikey 



Joel Strattan 
George Specht 
G. B. Shiras 
W. F. Stokes 
Newberry Smith 
John Speakman 
John Sutterly 
s Peter T. Smith 
John Street 
Benjamin Skilman 
David Simons 
Ann Somers 
N. Stanley 
Edward Stevens 
J. & W. Simpson 
John F. Steinman,jr. 
Conrad Schwarts 
Hugh Stewart 
Amos Slaymaker 
Robert Sproul 
Mark Simpson 
Roper Stainer 
William Sparks 
Jabez Swems 
Benjamin Stout 
Jer. Shafer 
Abel Satterthwaite 
Andrew Sweeny 
Caleb Sheward 
Thomas F. Sargeant 
Bernard Sheridan 
Theo. Steel 
William Songster 
Benjamin Springer 
David Sheltzline- 
Jacob Smedley 
Joseph S. Smith 
John S. Steinmetz 
John Stockton 
Isaac Sermon 
Edward Shain 
William Shubert 
S. Simmons 
William Selfridge 
Jos. Snyder 
William Stedham 
William Sherbomq 
I i 



John Shannon r 

Alexander Staunton 
John Smith 
Charles Sulgep 
Robert Searl 
Stockdon Small 
Ephraim Sayre 
John Slack 
George Stephens 
Lewis Stagner 
John Steel, jr. 
Charles Smith 
William Strickey 
John Sharp 
Jos. Stil waggon 
. William Smiley 
C. Smith 
Jolm Sexton 
James Shaw 
George Sheaff 
William Steel 
David J. Secop 
James Smith, jr. 
Robert Smith 
Benjamin Shepherd 
Reuben Savidge 
Henry Stetler, jr. 
John S. Sowland 
Thomas Sargeant 
Justin Smith 
William Stow 
Robert Spillard 
William Shelley 
John F. A. Shafer 
Josiah Selah 
William Stull 
Reuben Stephen 
Jacob Senniff 
John Smith 
William Stanmire 
Chris. Stew 
James Spear 
John Summers 
James Sproul 
T. Solms 
Francis Stinger 
Hugh Shannon 
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Frederick Sluitc. 
HeDrvfinith 
Charles Shreere 
Jokn Stuart 
Abraham Battds 
Richard Sermon 
Henry Sailor 
John Scott 
Ralph U. Smith 
Silas Snow 
Jacob Schrock 
James Scotron 
John Li. Stokes 
Joel Stratton . 
George B. Shirts 
William F. Stokes 
Hand Stiles 
Henry H.^tmith 
James Shedaker 
Henry Stewart 
Robert Sawyer 
George K. Smith 
C. G. Smith 
John Somers 
William Searie 
John ^Mlton 
John iraO& 
Jteob Stiles 
George Speihi 
Charles T.Suter 
Jolm Stiles 
Jacob Smoek 
William T. Stockton 
John Schrdyer 
Israel ScroUop 
John Stavers 
Harman SorreU 
F. D. Selhorst 
Theodore Shreiber 
Theobold Smith 
James Shepherd 
Josiah Sharp 
Sol. Steelman 
William Stremback 
John Sergeant 
John Stites 
Randal ^epherd 



Barnard Schotts 
John Stool 
Walter Sobbe 
William Stewmrt, jr. 

2 copies 
John M. Snycter 
Gasper Shafer 
-^-xShlemm, M.1>. 
John Spiegel 
Abraham Stoker 
Nathan Smith, pr. 
George Shiveley 
William Sitgreares 
John Sinton 
Daniel Sharp 
Henry Shiver 
Meshach Sopp 
Henry Smith 
Jacob Seddinger 
Charles E. Smith 
John Sebolt 
Adam Sheble 
John Shaw 
William Staylor 
Daniel Slack 
Thomas Scroggy 
John STisk 
Francis Smith 
John Smith 
F. C. Sarmionttt 
Oliver Smith 
Thomas Shaw 
NEW-JERSEY. 

Samuel Saunders 
John Sunderland 
Ebenezer Stout 
DELAWARE. 

Risby & Skinner 
William Sparks 
John Spotts 
Edward Sturgeon 
Robert U Smith 
W. D. Stephenson 

MARYLAND. 

John Skelton 



Elisha Sword 
Nich. Snothen 
Jos. Seewale 
Henry Suter 
C.F. Sheffield 
George Stein 
George Smith 
Robert Smith 
Henry Sallaw&y 
James Slack 
Richard Spence 
Daniel Stansbury 
Stephen Stewart 

T 

FENNSYLTANIA. 

James Thackara 
John Taylor 
G. C. Troutman 
E. D. Teel 
George Tryon 
Isaac Thomas 
Joseph Tucker 
John Taylor 
Peter Thornton- 
John Topham 
Shadrach J. Taylor 
J. G. Thomson 
John Thomas 
John Tremper 
Adam Traquair 
George P. Tatem 
Israel Taylor 
Joseph Tagert 
Godfrey Twells 
Jeremiah Taylor 
Richard Taylor 
Mary Trickett 
Benjamin Taylor 
James Thornton 
Charles Trace 
Jos. H. Trhompson 
James Thompson 
Thomas Jameson 
John Trout 
John Taylor 
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Anthony Ta|tor 
WiUiam Tigner 
Benjamin Thaekiira 
Isaac Thomas 
And. Topless 
.Savid Tremble 
Thomas Taylor 
Jacob Timberman 
John Taylor 
James Thompson 
Hugh Teering 
John Taylor 
Joseph Thomas 
Jacob Teamey 
Anthony Taylor 
Thomson Tully 
Robert Thompson 
WiUiam Thompson 
James Thomas 
John Taylor 
Joseph Torr 
Josiah Torr 
Peter Triol 
Kitty Titlow 
John Tophane 
Jonathan Trusty 
Thomas Taggert 
Samuel Taylor 
Joseph Tucker 
Jacob Thomas 
Henry Thrale 
Benjamin Thomas 
Daniel Thomas 
- John Trainer 
George Tuppenlotz 
WilUiun Totton 
Jacob Through 
Henry P. TruefiU 

DELAWARE. 
John Tolbert 
Stephen Townsend 
Henry Tobbert 

MARYLAND. 
John Tool 
John Tobin 
W.H. Tinges . 



uv 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
J. R Vandegrift 
Charles Valentine 
H. Vandcrslice 
A. VandersUce 
S C.Ustick 
John Venable 
Thomas Vidoris 
Abraham Vickers 
John W. Vandegriff 
William Vanhom 
William Vaughen 
Thomas Vaughen 
Jacob Vog^des 
Peter VamieTeer 
James Vannota 
^chard Vanblunk 
Nicholas Uber 
Daniel Vanderslice 
Saml. A. Vanderson 
William Venneman 
N. Vandusen 
George Vandersliee 
Henry Vandersliee 
Cor. Vanstavem 
MARYLAND. 

M. Van Evour 

w 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

WiUiamWhite,D.D. 
John Wills, jun. 
Hugh Wilson 
David Wright 
W. H.Woodside 
Isaac Worrell 
Jacob Worrell 
Samuel Worrell 
Jesse Wilson 
John Wiley 
William White 
Arch. Wilson 
William Walker 
John Wallace 



Sam.P.W€therill,jr. 
Samuel Wallace, jr. 
Richard Ware 
Christian Wetherill 
William Woodman 
James P. Wilson 
Robert Wallace 
D. Weatherby 
Peter Wolford 
Mathias Wray 
David Watson 
Joseph Winte» 
George Witman 
Jos. Warner 
Joshua M. Wallace 
Samuel Westlarc 
Samuel WhitteTsey 
John F. Watson, 12 

copies 
Solomon Wiatt 
Frederick Wolbert 
Joseph CWhitall 
Edmund Wilcox 
Israel Whelen 
John J. Wheeler 
Charles Wood 
Josiah WeUi 
James Wood 
Catharine Wood 
Joseph U. Wilson 
James Webster 
James J. Wilsoii . 
Isaac Woodruff 
W. J. Wynkoop 
Jacob Waterman 
Jesse Waterman 
Arch. B. Warren 
H. Williamson 
Joshua Ward 
David Watson 
WilUam Watts 
Robert Whitaker 
Tercy C Williams 
Johi^. Wood 
John Watson 
Peter Wabh 
Joa. Watson 
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Step. WHcox , 
Thomas Winnemon 
Jos. WUey 
Howard Williams 
Jos. C. Wittson 
Bichard Welch 
Samuel Winemorc 
Jos. M. Wealton 
Benjamin Ward 
Peter Wolfortl 
Chas. O. Westcott 
, George Wilson 
^2obert Wallace 
John Weaver 
■ Charles C. Watson 
John Wilson 
Isaac Wainwright 
James Wood 
Sarah R. Wilson 
WilUam Wame 
John Williamson 
James Wesley 
Charles Woolman 
Neh. Williams 
Thomas Wallace 
B.Wilfig. 
StWiflfes 
FliilipWitz 
'William Ward 
Thomas Wible 
George WorraU 
James Welsh 
Josjeph Whitaker 
MosesWebb 
Levi WoUaston 
Bichard Ware 
Josiah Wills 
G. B. Washington 
W. WillUmson 
R. Wall 
Gteorge Willard 
Barnes Wood 



Garret Winter 
Jacob Walsh 
Philip Walter 
William Waggcfner 
Isaac Walter 
Robert Wallace 
Jesse Williamson 
Davis Wright 
John Warner 
James AVhitaker 
John Wolf 
iienry Weaver 
Adam Weaver 
Henry Weisenbach 
Benjamin WashStan 
Albert Wamick 
Samuel Withe 
J. H. Watmagh 
Nat. Wair 
John Warner 
Archibald Wilson 
William Walker 
Aaron Waddle 
Samuel Wallace 
James Watt 
John C. Wells 
Peter D. Webbers 
Charles WiU 
Mich. Wartman, 2 
, .copies 

Frederick Wolbert 
Adna Wood 
Jdhn Woolverton 
John Welser 
John Wessell 
J.UWilmot 
John Williams 
Peter Wood 

NEW-JERSEY. 

W. R. Wood 
Henry Wright 



Samuel Webster 
Mason Ward 

DELAWARE. 
N. R.White 
W.P.Walker 

MARYLAND. 

Samuel Walker 
Thomas Wheeler 
Charlton Waltham 
John Whitelock 
Jac. Winchester 
Horatio Wade 
Francis Wooden 
Henry Walsh 
Samuel Woodrow 
MahlonH.Weslett 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

James Young 
Abraham YameHL 
Andrew Young 
Henry Yater 
George Yentzer 
Isaac Young 
WiUiam Yeager 
Abraham Yarnell 
William Young 
Samuel Young 

MARYLAND. 

Francis Younker 

z 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Conrad Zentler 
John Ziern 
Francis Zonda 
Daniel Zelley 
Jacob Zeilin 



7ANE AITKEN, PBXNTER. 



<»< 
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